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At the banquet in Savannah Henry Sienkiewicz pre-
sented the Bomb Group  with a flag that was flown on a 
mission over Afghanistan.  The citation that accompa-
nied the flag reads:  The accompanying United States 
Flag was proudly flown by the men and women of the 
16th Special Operations Squadron over Afghanistan dur-
ing a Special Operations mission on May 27, 2009, 
aboard aircraft 69-6573(an AC-130), known as HEAVY 
METAL.  This flag was flown in honor of the Veterans of 
the 384th Bomb Group (Heavy).  Capt Drew Saylor made 
this thoughtful presentation possible. 
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The church in Grafton Underwood is in the process of 
raising £40,000 for needed renovations. Thus far they 
have raised about £20,000.  At the Board meeting in 
Savannah Quentin Bland presented a brief description 
of the renovations and asked if the Board was willing to 
make a donation to the fund.  The Board agreed to do-
nate $2,000.00 to the village church.  If there are any 
members who would like to make a donation to the vil-
lage church renovation fund please send a check made 
payable to the 384th Bomb Group, Inc, to Carol Alfter, 
1306 Adams Way, Beavercreek, OH 45434.  Please 
indicate on the memo line that the funds are for the 
church.  We will collect the donations and make a bank 
to bank transfer into the bank account in England. 

FISHER HOUSE DONATION 
The Board also authorized a donation to the Augusta 
Fisher House.  This donation was made in the memory 
of Corporal Matthew V Dillon, USMC, KIA 12/11/2006 in 
Iraq.  Matt is the son of a NexGen member and the 384th 
was honored to make a donation….veteran to veteran… �
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I, as well as all the board members, was very pleased with the 
large attendance at the Gathering.  It was great to see all of you 
again.  I thought it was very well organized.  We had some 
planned activities and also free time to see the sights of Savan-
nah,  thus allowing each of us to do what we enjoyed.  A special 
thanks to Carol for making it all happen.   
 
At the chapel I recited a short  poem in which an 85-year-old pilot 
was comparing himself to a B-17.   It is very true of all of us who 
served our country in its time of need as members of the 384th 
Bomb Group.   
  
Some people asked for a copy so here it is: 

     My engines sometimes miss a beat 
    And the radios just mumble, 
    My landing gear won't quite lock down 
    And my gyros often tumble. 
  
    Some say my airframe's ancient 
    And should  be grounded for repair. 
    But I'll be darned if that is so, 
    I'm still up in the air. 
  
    I need a longer runway 
    Just to get off the ground, 
    But I'm  a human B-17 
    And, hey, I'm still around. 
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In Savannah the membership voted on Branson, 
MO as the site for the 2010 reunion.  Carol Alfter 
and Christy Lehenbauer, Gene Goodrick’s daugh-
ter, have already made a trip to Branson to select 
a hotel and viewed several shows.  The Hilton 
Convention Center in Branson is the hotel of 
choice and we are currently looking at 9-12 Sep 
as the dates.  Christy and I looked at several prop-
erties and stayed at The Lodge of the Ozarks.  
The Hilton was our choice hands down!! 
 
We will be using the services of a reunion planner 
for this event which will make setting up shows 
and transportation much easier.  Once the planner 
has set the deadline there will be no additions af-
ter that date!!  Please make sure you register in 
time.  We hope to have the registration form in the 
next newsletter. 
 
FYI - The Group usually gets a complimentary 
room for Quentin Bland based on the number of 
rooms occupied.  In Savannah we had some 
members staying at a hotel other than the Hilton.  
As a result, we did not have the numbers each 
night required to get Quentin’s room at no cost.  
We hope you keep this in mind when you come to 

Branson and make you room reservation at the 
hotel selected by the Board. 
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The Crab Shack 
8th Air Force Museum         and MORE!  
Paula Deen’s 
Banquet�
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