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back over to the hotel on July 10, so So, fill out that registration
you must make your reservation be- form and get it in the mail
Time is running out for you to register fore that date to get the Group rate.
today so you don’t miss out
to come to the Gathering in Savannah
on the fun!
We know you won’t want to miss the
in September 2009. The registration
8th Air Force Museum in Savannah and
form is in this newsletter and it can
dinner at the Lady & Sons Restaurant
also be accessed at the website.
owned by Paula Deen.., the Queen of
Any unreserved rooms will be turned Butter.

See you in Savannah!

The BX is Open!
Madingley Memorial

by Quentin Bland

May 25, 2009, saw the annual Memorial
Day service at the American military
Cemetery at Madingley. The cemetery
was established Dec. 7, 1943 and dedicated July 16, 1956. It is situated on
land donated by the University of Cambridge to the United States of America
in remembrance of American fallen.
There are 3,811 graves and 5,127 names
on the Missing in Action Wall. There
are 35 384th bomb Group members
buried here with 42 named on the
Missing in Action Wall.
In attendance were the Queen’s representative, Lord Lieutenants of Cambridgeshire Mr. Hugh Duberly, Mr.
Richard leBaron, Charge d’Afairs as
interim, Ms Jonna Doolittle Hoppes,
Jimmy Doolittle’s granddaughter. I felt
very privileged to lay a wreath on
behalf of the 384th Bomb Group. In
total 118 tributes were presented by
various organizations which concluded
with a flyby of a USAF KC-135 from RAF
Mildenhall and a missing man formation
flown by USAF F-15s from RAF Lakenheath.

KEEP THE SHOW ON THE ROAD patches are available for $10.00 each. Please make
As one stands looking across the rows checks payable to 384th BOMB GROUP and send to Carol Alfter, 1306 Adams Way,
of crosses it reminds one that the Beavercreek, Ohio 45434. If you are coming to Savannah you can pre-pay for patches
and pick them up there to save the Group postage!! THIS IS A FUND RAISER and we
price of Freedom is never cheap.
only have 100 patches!! This patch is approximately 4 1/2 by 4 1/2 inches in size and
FREEDOM’S MEMORIAL
will look great on a blazer or hat.

This day is set aside to honor those Shirts with the KEEP THE SHOW ON THE ROAD emblem
who took the chance to die.
embroidered on them are available for pre-paid orders
But they have died in vain if we ever as follows:
forget the reason why.
Dark denim, short & long sleeve: $30.00 men & ladies
Freedom can be like time slipping away Faded blue denim, short & long sleeve: $30.00
before we even know it.
men & ladies
But we all have the choice more, a Easy care dress shirt, short & long sleeve: $31.00
duty to battle freedom’s foe.
white/lt stone, med blue, men & ladies
Let us give thanks this day to all those Golf shirt: $25.00 men & ladies, navy, white, red,
brave who paid the highest cost.
light pink
Not take it all for granted and realize it Mens sizes: S, M, LG, XLG, XXLG, XXXLG, XXXXLG
easily could be lost.

“Keep the Show on the Road….”

Ladies: S (6/8), M (10/12), L (14/16), XL 18/20), XXL (20), 1X 18W/20W) 2X (22W/24W)
We will be using the prepaid USPO shirt boxes for mailers and postage will be $10.35
per box. I will put multiple shirt orders in as few boxes as possible, or you can pick up
your shirts in Savannah . Please make checks payable to 384th Bomb Group and send
to Carol Alfter, 1306 Adams Way, Beavercreek, Ohio 45434. This is not a fund raiser,
you are being charged actual costs. ORDERS FOR SHIRTS TO BE PICKED UP IN SAVANNAH MUST BE RECEIVED NOT LATER THAN AUG 17, 2009. All sales are final.

It is with deep sadness
that we announce that Ted
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Message from Your President
Hey y’all…..I am practicing sounding southern for
our Gathering in Savannah in September where I
hope to see a good many of you folks! It should be
a laid back event with lots of time to spend with old
and maybe some new friends. Quentin’s ticket has
been purchased and we are all looking forward to
seeing him again.

feel at home in the Biology Department.
This short newsletter is your last reminder to register for the Gathering. Registration confirmation and
an itinerary will be mailed to attendees in
July. Please come to Savannah and help us Keep the
Show on the Road!

Irene and I were pleased to have the opportunity
to show Frank and Carol Alfter the activities at the
Air Force Academy graduation in May. The Biology
Award is sponsored by the 384th Bomb Group and
it is always a pleasure to be present for such an
occasion. It was wonderful to be around over
4400 future Air Force officers, the best America
has to offer! The winner this year was Brit Long,
an outstanding young man and a credit to his
family and the Academy. Col Putnam and his staff
made our visit even more enjoyable by making us

John J. Stevens
Robert Stevens is seeking information
on his father, SSgt John Jay Stevens,
who was a crew member on Wabbit
Twacks ,which was shot down over
France on 5/18/44 with all lives lost.
Robert was 10 months old when his
father died and he is interested in
hearing from anyone who might have
known his father. He may be contacted
at 1609 Rucker Ave, Everett, WA 98201,
phone 425-252-9594, email at
bsnevets1943@hotmail.com

Donald Thompson

Carol and I had a wonderful time with the Thompsons
at the Air Force Academy and look forward to a few
more with them. Our hosts were indeed very gracious
with their time and hospitality… seemed they couldn’t
do enough for the four of us.
Even though I spent many years on active duty with the
Air Force and had seen many, many parades, I don’t
think I ever saw anything that came even close to what
we saw during those two days at the Academy. Just
imagine, if you will, 4,000 plus cadets in a full-up,
formal parade, with all the pomp and circumstance. It
truly was awesome!
The best part, though, was getting to chat one-on-one
with those exceptional cadets. What marvelous young
people they are! It made me feel proud that this country still has a program that will produce such selfless,
honorable young men and women. They are our future
and I’d say our future is secure and very bright!
Frank Alfter

Wilbur Bandler
Diana Bandler Adams contacted us
before the Dayton reunion to request that a surprise telephone
call be placed to her father during
the reunion as he would not be
able to attend due to ill health. Don
Thompson made the telephone call
on Sat, Wilbur’s 83rd birthday. We
also sent her aGroup coin to present to her father. Diana writes,
He was so, so please from the call
and until he had to go to the hospital he carried the coin in his

A Mother’s Tears by Sidney Ukraine
Standing at the door was a young boy in a Western
Union uniform. My mother never associated this with
the hundreds of others who were getting telegrams,
all with bad news. This one was, ”Your son Sgt Sidney
Ukraine is missing in action.”
A scream, “Not my son—couldn’t be—he does nothing
dangerous.” She did not know that I was a gunner on
a B-17 bomber and had already flown a goodly number of missions over German targets.
My mother’s screams alerted our neighbors and my
sisters were summoned to calm her down. Off they
all went to the synagogue to evoke the Rabbi’s help in
their peas to God.
Where was I? I was lying in my bunk enjoying time off
while we were waiting for the weather to clear. Over

Recommended Reading
pocket every day, I know because I
took him to the ER and had to take all
his “stuff” home and there was that
coin. I believe his service prompted
our grandson to join the Natl Gurad
and serve two tours in Iraq. Wilbur
Bandler passed away on March 19,
2009.

England, over all of Europe, there was a low lying cloud
cover. There was no way we would be able to find any
targets. At base Hq the “target” teletype which announced the next day’s target details was repeating over
and over, “Stand Down.”
A letter arrived from one of my sisters telling me that
there was trouble at home. When my mother heard what
happened to me, she forbade me to fly. So, after my 20th
mission I wrote back that I was finished with flying—a big
fat lie.
What happened to provoke the telegram? We had been on
a high altitude mission when the ball turret gunner had
trouble getting his turret aligned so he could get out. In
order to help him I had to take off my gloves. I got severe
frostbite. The pilot landed at the nearest field rather than
take the time to return to our home field. I was taken to
the hospital but they failed to notify my home field.

I recently read a book MASTERS OF
THE AIR by Donald Miller published by
Simon & Schuster, 2006. This book is
the history of the 8th Air Force. It is
extremely well done and documented.
There are many references to the
384th Bomb Group.. Anyone who was
a member of the 8th Air Force Should
read this book.
Submitted by: C. G. Richert

When I returned to my crew, we had a new pilot.
He wrote home to his mother about the dangerous
missions that were coming up, how he was so
proud of his new crew, each of whom was an
experienced combat veteran. Somehow his
mother got the addresses of all the crew members. She wrote to each of them extolling her
son’s leadership skills and commenting that they
could only excel as heroic airmen with him in
command. The door was opened; mother knew I
had lied and that I was flying again.
I received another letter from home in which they
commented on my desire to finish my tour of duty
as a responsibility to my fellow crew members.
The letter arrived just before I finished my “30.”
When I got home, their “war hero” was forgiven
for his lie and the War Dept was also forgiven.
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2009 GATHERING, 384TH BOMB GROUP, SAVANNAH, GA.
SEPTEMBER 10, 11 AND 12, 2009
NAME: ___________________________________________________ GUEST: ______________________________________
ADDRESS: _______________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
PHONE: ___________________________________ EMAIL:______________________________________________________
ADDITIONAL GUEST’S NAME(S): _________________________________________________________________________
SPECIAL NEEDS: ________________________________________________________________________________________
IS THIS YOUR FIRST 384th BOMB GROUP FUNCTION?

YES_________

REGISTRATION FEE IS $ 65.00 PAYABLE IN ADVANCE TO:

NO: _________

384TH BOMB GROUP

NUMBER OF PERSONS ATTENDING: ____________ X

$65.00 =

$_____________

SUNDAY BREAKFAST: # OF PERSONS: ___________ X

$12.00 =

$_____________

TOTAL ENCLOSED:

$_____________

REMIT TO:

CAROL ALFTER, 1306 ADAMS WAY, BEAVERCREEK, OHIO 45434 (937-306-2142)

The $65 charge covers two meals (Friday dinner and Saturday banquet). The Group is paying for the transportation and the
museum admission fee. There is a limit of 100 people for the Lady & Sons Restaurant, on Friday, so only the first 100 paid in
full registration forms will be guaranteed a spot for that dinner. Sunday breakfast is an optional meal costing an additional $12.00
per person.
Make hotel reservations at the Hilton Garden Inn, 5711 Abercorn Street, Savannah, GA 31405, telephone # 877-782-9444.
Room rate is $109.00 plus tax, ask for the 384th Bomb Group rate. Rate is good 2 days prior and 2 days after the event. Room reservations must be made by July 10, 2009, as we must release any unreserved rooms back to the hotel on that date. If you need to cancel a room reservation you must do so 24 hours prior to avoid a cancellation or NO SHOW charge. There is more than one
Hilton Garden Inn in Savannah so make sure you make your reservation at the one on Abercorn Street. The hotel does not have airport shuttle so you will have to use a taxi unless you rent a car. The hotel has free parking.
Since the hotel requires a cutoff date of July 10, 2009, this will be the official cutoff date for registration. NO REGISTRATIONS WILL BE ACCEPTED AFTER JULY 10, 2009, NONE, NADA, ZIP. So, please don’t call to see if we will
make an exception to the rule! Registration forms received after July 10, 2009 will be returned. There will be no refunds after this
date. Once a headcount is given to the hotel for meals the Group is responsible to pay for the meals whether you show up or not.

Registered as of June
Frank & Carol Alfter
Bob Anderson& K. Shafer
Quentin Bland
Joe & Jean Carnes
Henry & Inez Eastell
Lawrence Gerbig
Larry Gerbig &
Sandi Carrico
Gene Goodrick
Paul & Ann Gordy
Steve & Ruth Gordy

Raymond & Phyllis Gregori
Lynn Hesko
Noah & Helen Hickman
Edwin & Beverly Ledbetter
Ray & Rosemary Magilson
Robert & Elizabeth Magilson
Lynne Milne
Bill & Elsie O ’ Leary
Fred & Gail Preller
Tom & Linda Rowley

Henry & Kathleen Sienkiewicz
Aline Strickland
James & Eleanor Sturgess
Harry & Betty Swift
Thomas & Billie Swift
Don & Irene Thompson
James & Helyn Traylor
Bill Wilkens & Sue Hames
Chris Wilkinson &
Mariola Szeliga
John & Teresa Edwards

SAVANNAH REGISTRATION: If you have already
mailed in your registration for
the Gathering and you are
NOT listed please call Carol
at 937-306-2142 . We all
know things can get lost in
the mail!!! REGISTRATION
CONFIRMATION AND
PROGRAMS WILL BE
SENT OUT IN JULY.

384th BOMB GROUP, INC.
EIGHTH AIR FORCE
1306 Adams Way
Beavercreek, OH 45434

“Keep the Show on the Road….”
We ’ re on the Web at: www.384thbombgroup.com

TAPS as of June 2009
BANDLER, WILBUR
BRIDGET, JOHN
DAVIDSON, JOHN
FISH, ROBERT
FRANKEL, DANIEL
LAVOIE, RALPH
PERRONG, HENRY
WEISL, KENNETH

Colorado Springs, CO
Allendale, MI
Silver Spring, MD
San Antonio, TX
Roswell, GA
Hampton, NH
Ambler, PA
Schenectady, NY

