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This diary begins on 10 June 1941 when John F. 
Schimenek was sworn in to the U.S. Army Air Corps in 
Wausau, Wisconsin. 

The diary contains a few sporadic entries made during 
1941, 1942 and 1943 until February 1943 when daily 
entries begin.  At this time, he was in training with the 
384th Bombardment Group  (Heavy), 547th Bombardment 
Squadron (Heavy) at Wendover Field, Utah. 

After 2 February 1943, John made daily entries until 27 
June 1944, at which time he had returned to the States 
via troop transport and was home on leave.  

He was honorably discharged from the U.S. Army Air 
Corps on 13 September 1945 at Camp McCoy, Wisconsin 
after having served a total of four years, three months 
and four days.  

 John flew 25 combat missions and was awarded The 
Distinguished Flying Cross, The Purple Heart Medal, The 
Air Medal with three oak leaf clusters, The Good Conduct 
Medal, the European-African-Middle East Campaign 
Medal, and the Word War Two Victory Medal.  

 























 

READER NOTES 

 

The pages of this diary accommodate entries for up to five years, resulting in portions of the 
dairy having entries for the same date from more than one year on the same page. 

To simplify reading the diary in chronological sequence, some entries are crossed out with 
green diagonal lines: such entries appear in proper chronological sequence without being 
crossed out. For example, the page for April 2 has entries for 1943 and 1944: here are two 
examples which illustrate the practice. 
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