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INTRODUCTI QN

When I entered .th'_a Army, I choose the Alr Corps in prefer-
osnce to othsp branched of saprvice becauvas I felt I weould much

rather fly than walk. | It was ironical, then, that after being

shet down ln 1943 and held a priscner 1n & camp near Vienna,

Austrle, I should be forced to walk much further than the aVeIrage

Infantry man.

The log begins opn April B, 1945, vhen we were ordersd to
avacuate thg camp becauga of the Rugslan advance on Vienna and
ﬁill prove to the doubtling Thomases In the other branchos of
service that, although we 1n:tha Alr Corps prefer to fiy == °
"Eaglas Can Walk," .

Irving J. ¥llls
April 18, 1946
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"FORWARD

{ne yanb'ago today thera waéa upwards of 75,000 Allied

prisoners of war on forced marﬁh#? throughout Lurope. "“Eagles

- gap walk" iz the log of one of tﬁam. There have beon other logs
by other men recordlng marches fgriicnger and under far worse -
cornditicns than this one,. but rar-%a this 15 the mest importante-w
for this is my story. I camnot e‘g&ﬁl&in now why I ever started

to record the_march at a1l ahd ma%y timesa I was tempted to ebandon
it in ordar tn.lightan my pank} II suppose that I had some vagua',
ides that it might be interesting reading some day in the futuras,
therefore, I wrote almply and briefly E;m thoughts and impraaa-iona
a3 they occured toc me at thoe time of writing. If thils log has'aﬁy_
"interest or value to anyone but the author, it is dus, I belleve,

to the aforementicned facte and not to my literary afforts.' -

-

owlng to my statuslnr prisoner at the time of writiﬁg, much
of the original log was purposely incomplete, thereforo, I have
- added a brief explansiory note as an introducticn and footnotes
vhare 1 feel 1t necessary. With the exception of the.ae Justlifi-

able explanations, no other chenges hava been made.



April 8, 1945 - Sunday 5:30 A.U, Got up at four ofclock to start

for god lmows ﬁharﬂ. llad barley and ralsine for breskfast, I am all
sot to go and have packod the following: two blankets, fivo palrs of
socks, one half:g Red Cross parcel, one sixth of a loaf of bread, one
pair of long Johﬁn,.nna palr of sghoprts, elight packs of Comels, one pack
of Prince albert, six ba}a of Boap (five for trading), an cvafcoat,

and a palr of gm shoes., B;00 P.HM. Left camp nt B;15 A.M. [oﬁe hour
fifteon minutes late} In tho first five hundred mon. Wo have thirty
,nina.gﬁnrds-;ﬁfmy, Luftwaffe, Storm Troopors, and Veolkstrum. Mnr;hed
twenty aight:giiomatera. (Rough). Stopped four times. Wenther rina.
{ame tﬁruugh five %towns onuggled in the mountains. This is the most
beautiful part of the world Ilve soen yot. Army and Sinrm Troopors
heve takon over four of the towns. 'feopla are fricndly to fhe sur~
prise of everyone. Some very beautiful shrines aleng tho read. Thelr
boauty 1les in thelir simpliclty. Fﬂllowa+ﬁn falr condition considor-
ing the 1little food and no exer¢lse they have had in the last two yoors.
‘ Four men did pass out, however. We are to‘slaap out in the open tonight.
Lac, Jim, and I will aleep togother in order to keep warm. 1o food
from Jerry yet. JLoaving at §:00 A,M. tnmdfrow, rlas at 6:30 AWM.

April 8 - 7:00 A,M., Cold anﬁ damp laat pnlght. ¥ot much sleep.

£:30 A.¥. Lesving at 9:0Q. Hp'fuod from:- Jerry yet. Je?ry Captain
80 50rTY., 1?:00 noon. Not bed.se far today. Ten minute break every
hour. Walked abnut.aix kilcmeters. Stop for lunch ono half hour,
although no food from Jerry yet. Mountains are really beautifule--but

-

hard on foet. s '

Apri) 10 = 1:30 P.M. Didnft have time to log last night. Yeatorday

" we marched twelve kilometers at & slow pace. lost of the follows were
2 laa their Qth'chﬁﬁﬂé of tho twenty eight kilemoters walked the
first day. Had boautiful weather yestorday. Passod through only woe
small villages. The 8.5. (Stora Troopors) have them all. No food qum



- Jerry yet. Vo are stopped outsido a iillage for a twenty four hour
rest which we ngpd badly. Last night was very damp but fairly warm.
Af ten o'clock_this morning Jerry finally came across with some chow
in the form of barley which tasted delicious, probabiy bocause Qe'ro
.{ hungry. We alsc-received a loaf of bread per eighteen men. All the
. broad for the léét eighteen months has been black. Ve havo Lad vion-
* derful weather so_far. ‘"I dread the rain that 1s bound to come. \'.’heels':"1

soom to be leaving tool Two Jorries R.I.P.*2 None of us--ydt. Got a
chance to wash and shave today in mountain stream, cold but rofroshing.

April 11 - First time I've had a chance to log today becauée I'm ke;t
' busy. Slept warm last night for the firsp time because I was in the
mi@dle. Eighteen men to a loaf of bre#d again in tho aftoernoon. ' This
morning up at six, had Jerry beans (similar to driod lima beans) for
breakfast, walked nine kilomotors to a 8mqll tovn whoere we had a hot
soup vwhich was obtained by Jerry Hollywood stylox3 All in all we walked
twonty kilometers todgya Sunburned, two blisters on left foot, and |
,.- tutned gy}right anklo today. With the excoptions of these minor de-
tails, I'm in good shape. Eightcon men to a loaf tonight-~and that
is all..:WG are running out of G.I..chow. Dont't know how we'll fare
aftef.-'Wo are supposod to sleep in a barn tonight--which ought to
be great after outdoors.'.still walking in mountains. Weather ‘perfect.
Civilians treating us much betteg than we expected. Jim reasons that
-they have not been subjected to Nazism because of lack of nowspapers
end radios back here in tho mountains. Been thinkiﬁg of cokes and
ice cream for the ‘first time in eighteen months;' Stil1l no idea vhere

%l - Wheels refers to high German officers and others important enough
to have automobiles. There was a continual stream of heavily
laden automobiles speoding passed our column for most of the march.

%2 = R.I.P. stands ror Rest In Poace. Two-German soldiors died from
over-exortion the third day out.

%3 - The German Army confiscated whatever they needed in the style made
So noterious by our Hollywood movics. In this particular case, thoy
threatened to burn dovr - Austriants farm unless he "coopcrated”.



vietre golngt (Think we are wallklng *ttil the end of the war,)

April 12 = We got up at 5:;50 thls morning and marched all day in e

cold downpour qf.rain, Am soaked through to the skin with no chonce

to dry out. Ve marehedhtwanty kilomoters and nlthough I am tired,

the beauty of th% diatant snow-capped mountains has not been entirely

wested on us. I ﬁau&d llke to bring Joan through this country some day,
- 8t411 golng South. ' I am writing in an 0l1@ barn vhers we are to sleep.
7111 try to dry my blankets now before I turn in. | '

April 13 - 11:00 A.M, Some delny in sterting on the march. GClothes

‘gtill very wet and ccg;inuing to raln. Four Yiscults todey--that is

all. Heard from Jerry that Fresident Rocsovelt dled. He was a very

good president. Don't think it will hurt prngfasa of war, but itimny
affect the pesace, Looks like the right wing of Demoerate new what -
they werae doing when the gut rid of Wallac; and put in Trosan. -

[

Aprdl 14 ~ 10:30 A.M. We ars in snothor barn., Westher clearing but

rained last night. Narchod elghteen kllometers from eleven to five,
Hard mapqhing in mud and rnin, Ne food today and no more CI chow. |
An dRmn hungry. Staying'hére for wonty-four hour rest which we néed
pedly. Trying teo dry clothas}‘ Sheved and washed. Face Iz pealing
from sunburn. ,S5till golng South. Reached Danude River. To a Kew
Englander thess mauntain; are broath~taking with thelp weli kept -
forests and gparkling streams. Jerries killed a cow, Guards {(39)

got one half, G.I.'8 (500) got othor half. Hope we et something bo
gat séon. Cae throqgh gné fulrly blg town yesterdey. Paople didn't’

>

apoak, but no violencs.

v Aprdl 18 - 12;30 P.M. Didn't get a charce .to log yesterday., Cam dovn
 out of mnuntainatflﬂughfﬁaﬁiér welking. We are now headed West. The
- people arent!t as rriéndlghhdrﬁ- However, Jarryrga#a us E'Enud hot

meal (soup) and a bag'nf dog bisculte last night. The biscults were



for yesterdayts breckfast and todayts dioner. Walked elightesn kilow
moters yesterday and saw Just &3 meny shrinas as we did in the moun-
taimj.'.1 5330 P;ﬁg' Walked twenty-three kilometers today. Stlll in
vailey and followsd Danuhg for a while. Today saw a sight never ﬁill
forget. There is_mmnh truth In our propagande about the anti-Semitle
faalins-hﬁrﬁﬁd?iﬁa troatnont is unbal}avablal?l: City. .stopping.in ...
topight thirteen kilometers out of Linz and has been bombed--zs has
Linz. Hope we get fed tonight am I'm hungry. Weather hot, sun hot,

and roads dusty.

- April 17 - Today I am 25 years old and growing older severy hour. Ve
are staylng ln sown fop twenty-four hour layover and reat but so far
& (six) sir raida, I fes)l like hell ga my stomach 1s in an.uproar.
Last nlght uipe mea to & loaf. of bread--that-is all. Ren.cut.of. G.l.
chow about four days ago and am living {?r.un Jerry chow, which is,
edible but not much of it. Gold:sleaping lest night in shelter with
roof and {loor, no sides. Still don't know how far we have to gn:yetQ

" I belleve they intend to march us ttil end of war. Anyone of the four

horaamﬂn*” cuulﬂ'get.un. Happy Birthdayl

April iE = 6:00 P.¥. " The past twenty-four haufs wera benutles. ﬁalked
thirty kilomoteprs tndaﬁ on one eup of Jerry cufregl Gn the 17th got

up at 7:00 A.K, We got one thin cup of soup {very thin) and at this
hour nathing more excopt nine msn te a loaf of bread, At 6:30 last
night alr raid started and ended at 3:00 this morning, Left at 5:00 A.M,

‘gl - Thie wes our first encounter with the Naz, treatment of tho Jawish

race. We met epproximately 300 of them marching in the opposite di-
rection., Judging from thelr clothes, they had beon, at cne time, very

cproaporous but now they had degenorated into a dirty, starved, and com-

pletely beaten muas thet was hard to recegnize as once being humen beings,
. They were literally dropping like flies as they drsgged slong. Those uﬁ-
fortunate to drop raaai?aﬁ'no ild whatsosvar from thelr own Sroup and:
: their-filthy, rovolting guards would dispatch them froem this world with
éﬂ:rgartgizdbggt:prgthip t?gn :;ita & aingle cartridge, Some of our own
ologlze for 3 demcnstre s
we hated the Qermana 88 a group.. ) tion_put from that da; HR
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© and walked twenty-two kilometers bofore noon, valked through Linz

e

T
-

-énd crofaoad Danuba during aip raidf Roll call coming bow and still .

nothing to aat. Etill golng South Veat but need food badly. Yatep
VAS no- prnblem in mountains but dcwn haru cantt sven get water and

psople not as friendly,

Aprll 39 = 5:00-P.M., Last night at 10:00 P;H.-raceived.anma soup {not-- -
enough to oover & six inch dish panl) and eight men Lo a loaf of broad.
Left at 8;00 A.M., parched 'til poon, covering seventsan kilometers,
and then stopped for dayl Reascr;  Protescting Pover chocking on cone-
dltions. So Jarry gavo us five menito & small loar, saven and & half
men to = can of maat end we bought a few spuds, Jerry prnmiaed to
give us & hot meal tonight but the stove broks down or 50me damn exe
cuse. Jerry is very nice while & man from Genova is around but as

soon as he leav;s, back wes go agaln to atgfvatian end abuse, This

morning I almost dropped from hunger., All we get 1s excuses from

'Jarry but nothing to eat! Hed Cross men sald ws would have parcels

in a fow daya.f Let's hope so,

- Aprdil 20 - 6:00 P.B, Stil1 gbing hest, larched about thirty«three
‘kilometsrs from 7:00 A.M. to 4:30 P.Y. In hot sun., Very hard marching

as waak from hungar. No food yot today. None of us can £0 on much
lenger marching thirty-threa kilometers a day on a cup of Jerry cnrfaa.
The energy wo are burning 1s our youth. We are 1like a lightor with no

c fluid, just.burning the wick. Country 1s getting hilily again. The

Pecple are more friendly. Have seon at loast two old women with tears

in thelir éyo: as we went by, I think some of ths paopla would like to

trade with us, We use cigarattea and auab that we had left from Red
" CIo38 parcels {thu nnly thipg.we have laftJ to trade. One clgarette

™,

#l - Linz was tha sacnnd nity ‘through which we paased durlng whieh tima

the Russiana were bombing, Twice we wers mistaken by American fighter
Planss for German troops snd strafed. No imericans “?Ef injured., Yow-
ever, about twenty Frenchmen who were with us were Injured or killed.



o

13 wopth eight marks, =o if the guards with us would let us trade, we
could eats A loal of breed 1a worth eighty marks or ten clgarettes.

Tha last town we came through was as near on & peacetime basle as I

. heve seen, The kids were eating ice cresm and cookles., Ve pass hun-

dreds of roadside shrines every day and strange as it seems, wiih bombs

" knocking down everything, I hav&n't'saan n_shrina hit yet.

april 21 - 1:00 P.M., Steying here for & twenty-four hour rest. Tw0
Rod Crose parcels for five men came tO uS in G.Y. trucks end jeeps

ariven Dy Swiss. We haven't received them yet but expect to late today.

“ at 11:00 last night Jerry gave us some Warm 30up, very wesk and véry

-

1ittle, &nd no bread. Today I hava eaten nothing but dbollsd turnips.
1 still have some oéts but am golng to save them. Sh;vad and washed
today. My right heel hac been glving me troudble for five days but‘can
do nothing for It. len are stealing frnm_?arma, from Jerry, end from

G.I.'s.-_{ﬂature kﬁ the raw is seldom mild). Just heard chow came In,e~=

- April 22 - 53 DD P.M., TUp at 5:00 A,M., off at 7:00, and walked twenty-

fiva kilomatara. Rain, aleat, hail, and anow were tha combinatlon for

- todey. I'm aoakad through and frozen. Hore hills and can now see

"

.

swiss Alps. Jerry says we should roach camp in three more daya. - Let's
hope so. Yosterday we got a very thin soup and no bread. We did get
ged Cross parcels, so this morning I hed oatmesl and oveltine (very

ﬁnnd}- 1 received & British invalid parcel which was not bhad 8t rll.

T 18y tha peopls are much more friendly. When wo arrived hore we had

l zond soup {beat by Jorry yot) and five mon to & small loafl of broad.

Am very tiyad--ahall go to bed..

- Aprll 20 - Up at 5300 A.M., urr at 7: 00 A. H. ¥arched twonty-slx Lil-

oweters in rein most of way. Rumor has it that we lay over hers for
twenty-rour hours than march sixteen kilnmetars and lay over for awhila.

T sure hope 50.. Very tarad agnin ankle and foot st1ll wp 1%e &



. balloon. Joe Just figured rougﬁly that wo have walked 251 kilometers
ub to today, tho sixtecnth day on the road,

- April 24 - 4:§Q“Pﬁm. Today we lay over., Too cold and damp to do much.
pidn't even shave, Last night Jorry gave us uncocked barley, horaa |
meat, and pctataes, plus twolve man to a loaf. Todey he gave us a vary
thin barley suup.. Bave restad most of dey. Understand we don't reach

camp tomorrow A8 per rumor. Oh welit

April 25 = pn this wadnaaday, the eishtaanth on the rcad, we arrived
at our "camp'l We. marahad twentiy-five kilumatara to about fiftean
kilometers South West of Erenau to a forest where wo wore told, “This
ig it:“i There 1s nothing here. MNo barracks, no hospital, no wator
within a kilumétar--just.royast. e ﬁrrived at 3:00 .M, It is now
7:00 P,H. and five of wa, Jim, Joe, Al, Rey, and myself have build

s sholter out of plnes. Jerry gave us sav%n men to a small loaf of
bread lest right. Thero is a field kitchen here but not set up yet.
- There were roughly 4000 men (American} who arrived here with me. Vo
walked eiphteen days end 276 kilemeteré.according to my guess. The )
Red {ross arrived with 3200 French parcels. -

Aprii 26 = 5:3D'P.H. Had to break off last night to get water, tﬁan'
it waa too derk to log more. The 3200 parcels wers glven out today,
thres of them to four men. The parcel i1s 0.XK. Lots of-swoets and cake
Ihut also hulk food to be cooked and biscults. Jerry gave us our Firét
. food in two days--barley (very, very 1little), soup (water), and eightesn
men to & loa;r.' Tonight. we éﬂt sugar (spoonful), coffee [one cupd, and
potatoes (three por man). It was dumn cold aleoping last nighti  Nice
weathar toduy ap we rehuilt cur home. It is roughly 12' x %E', over

;' about 2/3 ur'which wo hava ‘been ablu to put a roof of pinc roedles.

:. re wopked a1l dny and- Iﬁm tirad as holl but feol good to be off the
road and know tha fed Erass {thank cod fur tho Red Croas) ia fﬂading



us and lmows where wo are. The Jorries would bave killed us all long -
ago by stervation. I have & feoling the snd of the war e near and

that wo wnn't be moved from here., Wo Americans are gatting organized
for the flrst tima aince Tive been a prianmar and I bope on & militnry

. basla. Ue need 1t end need 1t badly. I have soen men &t thoir worst
and althouah 1 1nst ry temper, at least didn't resort to stealing. Im
still amazed et the puniahmant the human body can take and still survive.
I got a chance for the rirst time in thraoe days to wash and brush Iry

teeth. Tomorrow I hapa tc shave.

AprilrET : 5:30 P.M. Today some more Red Cross parcels cams in hore.
Don!t lmow how many of them or when we will get them, Today Ilahaved
and lnnkad In 8 mirrur. Have lust someé weight but i Red Cross parcela
keep coming in and tha ﬂeathar atays like 1t 1= or geta varumer, Iill
be 0.K. Got wp at 8; Uﬂ Ay Jorry hed e roll call at 10:00 this
morning. YESterﬁay, ror tha first time sinca Ilve beon a priscner,
he missad aaunting k3, Vent for water, bullt & fire place, and put
maﬁe roof on shack during ésy. Xo bread fronm Jerry today but did get
raw barley end s littls buttaer. .WG are alrost free here. welaﬁn
vander in: the woods, go down to the river, and do almost anything vie
wanty A week or two like this In the open air with good food { £ anm
eating better than I have in eighteen montha) and pleasant veather -
will do me a world of gocd. It gots cool at night but ¥ have a Jerry
and g G;I. blanket, plus an overccat, to keep me warm., I am told we

marched, al) in all, 330 kilometers. Some walking for the Air Corpsi

April 28 - Ralng
AEfil 290 = Relnl Am busy drring cut.

. April 30 - F:00 P;H. What B ‘1:;1 Ravou'lt had timﬁ tu iog for twa
deys. Started ta raln B DG .M. the 27th and rained continually 'til
4:00 A.¥., the 29th, Didnts floey at all until last night. The hut
= i r * [



didn’t loak too much but while gotting drimking water, fire wood, azd
.coaking, vie Enﬁlacnksﬂ to the skin, So with that and the blankets
being oo dnmp, ‘we didnit dare g0 to sleap or even lay down on the
ground as resistanca is lower whon aslesp., The wen.thar 1s 411 cool
ana ‘damp and alwaya threatening to rain. 3itting by the fire did dyy
us ‘out but the smoke ruined my eyes and yesterday I could hardly see
but that 1= & smell price to pey, so near the end, for not catehiing a -
- helluva - ccld. We have & new place to get weter and it 18 twice as
hard to get, a 100 foot sheer dreop to e natural apring. At 4:00 tpda&
i £ to help build our hospital. we cut the trees, saw thém, trim,
and put thono iﬁ Placs fnr a log hut. wé got 1/4 of a French nnd 1/4
of an Amarican Red Cross pnrcél yesterday and a&s Jerry has given us |
nothing but a little rav barley, salt, and a fow potatoes, the parcels
come in deamp handy. Munich fal1 yeataruay 20 that cuts us off! from

the Smiss and Red Groas parcels but in another waak we ahould be free,.

Yay 1 = Rained last night, knamp and ccld gleeping lest night and atill
¢old today. Nothing new. Jarry gave uw twenty men to a amall loaf and

o little raw barley. . ‘ :

¥ay 2 - 4:00 P.M, what & lifalm Last night it snowed, raiped, and cur
| 'roaf leaked 1ike helll I didn't get much sloep and was soaked to the
'skin and chilled to the bnna. At thiz hour the sun fs trying to shine,
I have spant most of the dny trying to dry out myself, clothes, nndr
hlunketa. Jarry+gave us a iittlo mere raw barlay--that is all, I
unders tand that 1a the lest of Jarrf c¢how. Amorlcen troops toolt -
Broneu last night so by Saturday, this is Vednesday, at tho latest wo
'expact to ba_recaptured.. 5:20 P.M. Wwas Just annouhcad frerican officers
ars hers and Jerry officara havu surrandcrad camp to our forces nt

K H DD P, H._todayl Amariqan trcapa three kilomoters dorrm.roed and exe
pected any minute. FKoll eall {Americaen) to read Articles of Map} -

LK
. .
L
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 4pd eo 1t locks as 1f this unholy 1ifo that started October 14, 1943
_ will-and ¥ey 2, 1945. This log incluwdea rosd trip and time spont in

woods,”> It's beon rough but I'm alive and feel fine. It could heve

baen vorsel 'Eréﬁ P.M, sAmerican tanks aprived in campl ILnd of long,

hard Journeyl

FIRST IHPRESSIOHS UPON SEELNG AND SPEAKIRG TO
- REGULAR G.I.'S - .
Tres0 men, of the Thirteenth Armored Division, lock very well fed end
t' ~ip neatness and eleanliness ie smezing to us, vwho show up very badly
¢ompardsleon. Upon telking with them, they seem soft spoken, chser-

4
f.i, and wllling ¢o do enything for us. Thelr politeneas puts us to

g nId . :

I guess the worat, the so-called beast in man, comes out in men under
trying conditions. Just seeing prisoners all the time, I dldn't think
most of us looked too bad, but upon seeing G.I.'s again, X can sae

' that we are in ncme to good a condition. A8 fer as being gentlenen,

vwe must have dropped all pretense of belng civilized men., It will be
hard to get back into the swing of things wlthout eny reporcusslona.
> think I cceo do it, K T ' v

-

#1 - Actually we d1d not leave the woods until_the -8ixtH of Hay and

‘during that time the ccenditions were much worse under the- Americans

thon they had been under Jerry. lothing was wiitt®n about this at
the time because of censors. HNothing will be writtsn now bocause it
is wator over the dam, . '

i i . . %
- B
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