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We saw flzak before we crossed the enemy coast, The first ship I noticed
in trouble was the one shead of us, I! had been struck b, flak which blew off
the t2il plane. The aircraft immediately went into a spin and I don't helieve
anyone got out of it because I saw no chutes. Shortly sfter the bhomb run flak
struck our Noe L engine and then Nos 1 engine. 3oth engires cut out., The Dombevrdier
told us that los. 2 2nd 2 engines were workiny all right. ©Noe. l; engine caught
fire but the fire went out in ashort time. The next burst of flak which struck
us hit the tail whecl, knocking it off. Ve were on the point of cailing out after
the No. i en;ine caught fire, hut it went out we decided to try to make
it back to the coast. Then the left wing was struck and almost torn {rom the
airmraft. It was held on cnly by about l=§ ft. of the leading edge and about
l fte of the trailing edge. The [ngineer then called and told us that there
was fire between No ‘. l and 2 engines in the main gas tanke The interphone
had been partially shet out, although some of us could hear. When we got down
t0 13,000 feet i1he Pllot gave the order to bail out. We bhajled out about 1905
hours. I was the seventh man to leave the =ship, the Bombardier being the last
man. Neither the Pilot nor Co=Pilot hailed out. "“hen I zot into the water I
had some difficulty in gﬂt ting rid of my chute, as one side of 1t stack. However,
T finalliy got it oft's I pulled the cords on my Mae VWest ard it ‘nflated and then
deflated, I began swimming about. The first explosion in the aircraft
came when it was about 5/600 feet above the water. *+t went into 2 dive and then
hit the water and sank., It came back up and another exnlosion occurred and it
began burning, staying afloat for about 4 to 5 minutes. About 2045 hours I was
picked up by Ailr/Ses Rescue, I had seen none of the others after I larded in

the water,

M’V K" )
GoORGE EAGER, J

S/,J tn, A.i'f' oorps,
Tail Gunner.
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STATENEL .

1. &/sgh REIS, DOMALD KIWARD, 3554062, right waist gunner died of
" axposure, .Bombardier and hil gunners are listed as eys-wilnssses.

3. A%%ﬁiea is directed to last sentence of Lt. KUBA'S Statement. Fer

4 @

t&gﬁa&n conversation with preparing Officer, 19 May 1944, this statezant

hﬁd be &Eu?rtm to mean Air/?ﬂ Rescus presumed seven members of crew
2 ", Actually, officisl status cf seven

g e Rl f  for crew members remains as di!lﬁ in action, since to this date,
uena,smnbﬁmmrm -
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