CONFIDEN .IAL  omurmms

EUROPEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS of 1)
UNITED STATES ARMY QL a7
. OFFICE OF THE 4. C. OF S., G-2

DATE: 15 June 1944

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

13 PICARD, OSCAR P., 1lst Lt., 4C, 0-569761

hereby certify that I have known and have been associated with

ROYSTON T. COVINGTON, JR., lst Lt., AC, 0-679049

prior to his being reported missing in action over enemy territory.

The person whose signature and right thumb print appear hereon is the individual

referred to above.

RIGHT THUMB PR 2

e

The individual whose signature and right thumb print appear hereon

has been identified to the satisfaction of this office as ROISLON T. COVINGTON, JR.,

1st Lt., AC, 0-679049 (544 Bomb Squadron =384 Bomb Group)

previously reported missing in action over enemy territory.

W JF.MARANDA, SPECIAL AGENT, C.I.C,

CONFIDENTIAL
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AG 383,6 Hq ETOUSA 9 _octaber 19k
JULJLCT: Sefeguarding of P/W Information.
) : Pe rgonnel conce rneds

‘. Tt is the duty of all Americans to safeguard information which might,
cither directly or indirectly, be useful to the enemy.

2a Tt is an offense, carrving heavy penalties, to publish or to cormunicate
to any unauthorized person any information which might be useful %o the cnemy.

3 Tnformation about your egscape or your evasion from capture would be useful
to the enemy and a danger to your friends. 1% is therefore SICRET.

L, a, You ‘must therefore not disclose, except to the first liilitary Attache-
$o whom you report,.or to an officer designated by the Comuanding Genersl of
the Theater of Operations:

1) The names of those who helped you.

2% The method by which you escaped or cvaded.

3) The route you followed,

(4) Any other facts concerning your experience. :
bs.  You must be particularly on = ¥ guard with persons~rep1~esenting~the press..
s,  You must give no account of jour experiences in books, NEWsSpapers,
eriodicals or in broadcasts or in lectures.

1, You must give no information to anyone, irrespective of nationality, in
Tetters or in conversation, except as specifically directed in Pare La.

«, No lectures or reports are 1o be given to any unit without the permission
of the War or Navy Department., g

By cormand of Lieutenant General ITHOWER

(sizned) RALPH PULSIFER,
Colonel, AGD, pastboAdTe Geny T

CERTIFICATE
T have vead the above and certify that I will comply with it,

1 understend that any information concerning my escape or evasion from
capture is SECRET and must not be disclosed tn anyone other than the American
Military Attache to whom I first report. or an officer designated by the
Commanding General of the Theater of operations. T understend  that dis-
closure to anyone else will make me 1iable to disciplinary achion
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E&F 7JA3: 1st It Royston T COVINGION, JR

b G Woen we were returning from the target on deck after being hit by flak, Me

’//, \
Sv%/ 199's came after us mear the COast and coastal batteries opened up on us. Number

E q'(?/ two engine caught on fire and the whole left wing was burning. I ga.lned altltude
and'\abou'b 950 feet ordered the yﬂz{g{ crew to bail out. I continued to c¢limb to about

an
1200 ‘feet, X bailed out at 800 feot s

—pilote

I came down thrég’g/\ tree which broke t.e force of my falle I hid my 'pa.rachute

‘ D and mae west in some bushes and lo. Ked for cover, but the hedges and sparse trees
r L7 ;
)'féL plA fcfurmshed little opportunity to hide. “efore I had gone very far six Frenchmen

LY
IMM' canme to me and asked me whether I spoke French. fyﬁf/ édtiﬁfiﬁd/ﬂﬂ%ﬁfﬁ% ;KH#/I/
Wi/ #/Wfiﬁm The phrase list M@—hmm—e@%* proved eX-—

tremely helpful -Jsﬂ-our_mte-pohaagesv Sihgd They satisfied themselves bhat I was an
American, and I asked them for food, not because I was hungry but because I wanted
to see ‘i;ﬂether they would help mes Two men had alrecady gone_for food and soon re-
‘ turned with ite The men made me stay in the field in which I had landed. They |
H )\7 covered the muddy Zround with stra.w'zv, had me lie down, and covered me m.th more straw.

Somg cows in the field kept #AVELiAZ/# coming over and eating the straw, and my help-

1 !
ers were kept busy bringing over more straw to keen me covered,

% Within a couple of hours -fhe Germas came, scouring the countrye. I could see
N ‘ ; 4 '
A them between the cows' legse I thlnz/‘ © COWS WePe—ati—bthe+t saved me, for the Ger-

% mans did not pay any attention to my—-va-né.nity. 1 found cut later that the Germans
S " ¢ Chevrdowr o o M;ﬂ&u/q .

had blocked all the roads.aM

(76'7 At 2100 my friends beought me more food. Then I was taken to & place from
/’\ ﬂ( A 3 which my journey was arranged.

Compiled by
B :
D BIERSON W STULL HOLT

1st Lt, AUS \ : : Lt Col, AC

: : ' ‘ Command.ng

Approved by

Apoendix B

1« The follmng information has bcen obtaJ.ned from an officer who evaded
caoture in enemy occupied territorye. i



a

2. “urther circulation of this information may be made, but in that case it
is lmportant not to divulge any details about the source 43
19
Statement of information covering the period from 8 February to 17 Hay

as Informant was told in ¥ebruary that within 25-30 km of CHEXBOURG there
were three circular gun positions AZgUfd which no Frenchmen were allowed to ap-
proach. Three Germans were said to be kept at these positions. When the “ermans
were changed every three months they were brought out under heavy guard and roturn-

each 1
cd to “ermany. A thick cement wall surrounded #f¢ installation. 'he woods were
supposed to be cleared around the installations, but the installations were sup-
posed to be well camouflaged,
in Pebruary was in a very large woods #

be Informant was toldthat there 7£ a hige ammunition dump/N of VALOGNIS

to the N of the main road from CHERBOURG, sbeowt in the vieinity of S5t JUSE=PH,

Ce Un the N side of the road between CHERBOURG and VALOGNES informant sew
many anti-tank gunsg about 100 or 200 feet off the nighway. The guns seemed to
point to"ﬁ. coast, and informent could not tell whether or not they rotated.

de Informant was not that near les PLFUX are some large towers (four, so it
was said) with wires. This installation was rumored to be a German secret wesfon
to knock out airplane engines or radios,

©e. Frenchman on the coast between CHERBUURG and BARNSVILLE had been evacua-
ted.

f. DBenzine was reported to be stored in fields § of the station in MONTE-
BOURG.

Sogp ARLormant was told that in the Arsenal at CHZRBUURG there was an under—
ground rﬁae-e for storing PT boats. Six was supposed to be there inFebruary.
Crews for 20 more PT boats were also supposed t0 be in the citpe—without—boats.
The Germans were supposed to be contructing more of these ghelterse

(.’In the Arsenal was szaid to be an im ortant vlant for distilling water
for submarineses W of this distilling plant is the powerhouse for the Arsenal,

A. Ne. N of ZL/Uf the televhone building in St LO there was said to be an import
; aﬁ% unications center, an underground nstallation with thick reinffrced con-
cretes ’ \
€ S <J+ Informant was told that many German generalslived in a chatcau W of St Lo
{ : so informant was told
Je ~E. About 25330 km SW of St LO was a very large electric nlant which '{as
said to furnish most of the ~ower for the region. :
k. . COUTANCES was said 10 b very heav.ly fortified and full of German
soldiers. » "
. v \
/ ~fl. Yestapo headquarters in St LO were said to be located at a building in

the eastern suburbs in a large house on the right hand side of the road out of town

-~ 8¢ In TOULOUSE in middle May informant saw a number of Hormans in khaki uni-
forms with red arm bands bearing a swastikae
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RESTRICTED

WAR DEPARTMENT
The Adjutant General’s Office
Washington

AG 383.6 (31 Jul 43) OB-S-B-M KLS/el-2B-939 Pentagon
6 August 1943

SUBJECT:  Amended Instructions Concerning Publicity in Connection with Escaped Prisoners of War, to Include Evaders of Capture in Enemy or
Enemy-Occupied Territory and Internees in Neutral Countries.

TO: The Commanding Generals,
Army Ground;
Army Air Forces;
The Commander-in-Chief, Southwest Pacific Area;
The Commanding Generals,
Theaters of Operations;
Defense Commands;
Departments;
- Base Commands;
The Commanding Officers,
Base Commands;
Director, Bureau of Public Relations.

i Publication or communication to any unauthorized persons of experiences of escape or evasion from enemy-occupied territory, internment in

a neutral country, or release from internment not only furnishes useful information to the enemy but also Jjeopardizes future escapes,

evasions and
releases. A

2. Personnel will not, unless authorized by the Assistant Chief of Staff, G-2, War Department General Staff, publish in any form whatever or
communicate either directly, or indirectly, to the press, radio or an unauthorized person any account of escape or evasion of capture from enemy or
enemy-occupied territory, or internment in a neutral country either before or after repatriation. They will be held stricetly ible for all stat, t
contained in communications to friends which may subsequently be published in the press or otherwise.

3. Evaders, escapees, or internees shall not be interrogated on the circumstances of their experiences in escape, evasion or internment except by
the agency designated by the Assistant Chief of Staff, G-2, War Department General Staff, or the corr ding or; ization in ov th of
operations. In allied or neutral countries, American Military Attaches are authorized to interrogate on escape, evasion and internment matters.

4, Should the services of escaped prisoners of war, evaders, or internees be deemed necessary for lecturing and briefing, such services will be
under the direct supervision of the agency designated by the Assistant Chief of Staff, G-2, War Department General Staff, or the corresponding organiza-
tion in overseas theaters of operations.

5. Commanding Officers will be responsible for instructing all evaders, escapees, and internees in the provisions of this di
sedes letter, AG 383.6 (5 Nov 42) OB-S-B-M, 7 November 1942, subject: Instructions concerning Publicity in C ion with E;
and other previous instructions on this subject.

rective which super-
ped Prisoners of War

By order of the Secretary of War:

/s/ J. A. ULIO
J. A. ULIO
Major General,
The Adjutant General.

1. Information about your escape or your evasion from capture would be usefil to the enemy and a danger to your friends,

It is therefore
SEGRET.

2 a You must therefore not disclose, except to the first Military Attache to whom you report, or to an officer de
General of the Theater of Operations, or by A. C. of S., G-2, W. D.
(1) The names of those who helped you.
(2) The method by which you esecaped or evaded.
(3) The route you followed.
(4) Any other facts concerning your experience.
3 You must be particularly on your guard with persons representing the press.
c You must give no account of your experiences in books, newspapers, periodicals or in broadcasts or in lectures.
¢  You must give no information to anyone, irrespective of nationality, in lettersor in conversation, except as specifically directed in Par. 4.
¢ Nolectures or reports are to be given to any unit without the permission of A. C. of S., G-2, W. D., or corresponding organization in the

signated by the Commanding

theater.
GERTIFIGATE
1 have read the above and certify that I will comply with it.
T understand that any information concerning my escape or evasion. from capture is SEGRET and must not be disclosed to anyone other than the
agency designated by A. C. of 8., G-2, War Department, the corresponding organization in overseas theate:

X TS of operations, or to the Military Attache
in a neutral country to whom I first report. I understand that disclosure to anyone else will make me lia ble to disciplinary action.

Name (Print)Af Zézféj//d 744;1-/’ .....
Rank /ﬂéjﬁz /[) AS. 15‘[774/’7

AG P BR HQ SOS 2-44/2M/22472
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E&E # INTERROGATOR A . € EMERLON

COVINGTO N

(Nane) (Grade) (ASN)
2 {
s 28y -~ Ribr L2y P el 19 b e
(Squadron) (Group) (fissing in action) (returned to duty)

Message to be broadcast over BBC:

CHIEARKAING CART L QAN O MIMNGT

Language FPEN ciy.

Time: qrn,

Person reouesting message

Date of contact with this person

Description of this person:

Services rendered:
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