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| .\_{gﬁua:mn IS THE STATEMENT OF THE ATRCRAFT ACCIDENT BY 2D LT, GEORGE
"V STRONG, ASN 0-834685, ON 11 JUNE 1945, IN AIRGRAFT Be17 G 43~37971

After departing from Istree at 1210, we climbed to ana altitude of
6500 ft above the lower scattered cumilus clouds, and procesded on course
to our destination of Grafton Underwood. The lest pilotage check péint
we spotted was Rouen, 28 soon after the cloud coverage hscame a solid

overcast,

e procseded on a course of 330°, and the pilot instructed the radio
operatdr to get a base wealher report and a QOM, The navigator tuned in
BBC and instructed me to home into the station; to dd so I had to turn
several degrees to the left, Soon afterwards, I was informed by the
navigator that ouwr ETA for Yondon had.expired, and that he was uncertain
of our position, I immediately commenced to transaitt to Darky on 64LO KC

- and I attempted to obtain a (DM on all channels, "A", "B, "Q" and "DV of
VHF, I bad no sucess whatsoever,

: The pilot and navigator then decided to return to France and land, To
conserve gas we reduced our power settings to 1600 RPM and 26" of mercury,
We spotted a hole in the clouds after flying for soms minutes on a heading
of 170°% e lst down through the hole and continued our heading of 170°, st
an altituds of 100 ft above the channel, After a few minutes we spotted what

~ turned out to be the Island of Guernsey, I called Darky on 6440 KC, and was

" angweped imreaiately that it was the.Island of Guernsey, I asked if they had

‘& landing rumway and they answeedd that they had one grass runway of 1000 °
yards, running Zast and ‘est, and that the landing direction was to the dest
with a wind 24 UPH from the West,

The pilot decided to,land thers rather than risk returning to France,
since our fuel supply was ing low, The base of the overcast above the
island was from 400 to 500 ft, pilot attempted to land into the iest,

" but found zerc, zero weather conditions at the Last end of the runway, He
then lmmediately decided to land dowmrind into the Fast and proceeded to do
80, Due to such a strong tail wind and a grass runway, the brakes would not

hold, The pilot ground looped the aircraft,
Gert - Sy 3 R,
" GEORGE V. STRONG, e

) . Co-Pilot : e ]
:  545th Bomb Squadron
B 2 . 384th Bomb Group -
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FOLIDWING IS THE STATRONT OF THE AIRCRAFT ACCIDFNT BY F/O LOREN C. LOGIE,
ASN 7136427, ON 11 JUNE 1945 IN AIRCRAFT B-17G 43-37971

We departed from iarseille at 1210, fie got off course about 10 mi
to the left but corrected to the right and then we ppralleled course to
Rouen, France, Over last check point I gave a DR heading to London of 330°,,
fs a check on my DR, I tuned in on BbC, this took us off our DR heading
several degrees to the left, 'then my ETA for London was up, I.decided that
we were getting a falge bearing. At the French Coast the Radio Cperator was
instructed to get a base weather report and also a (DY, he was unable to get
sither, ile also tried to get a Darky Station or a VHF/DF Station, but were
unable to get either, As the storm looked quite bad to the north and we had
only two hours of gas, I advised the Filot to return to the continent,

e then took up a heading of 170% After flying this heading for
approximately 40 minutes, we spotted a break in the clouds and got inder them,
e spotted some land which proved to be island, ife contacted them on the radio
and they informed us it was Guernsey, they also informed us that they had an

airstrip., The pilot decided to land.
cf ot (o ¢ ed

LOREN C, LOGIE,

F/0 Air Corpa,
Havigator

545th Bomb Squadron
38L4th Bomb Gropp
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FOLLOING IS THE STATGENT OF THE AIRCRAFT ACCIDENT BY SGT HENRY I. AMOPATI,
ASN 42019662, ON 11 JUNE 1945, IN ATRCRAFT B-17G # 43=37971 '

~ Departed from kiarseilles, France, Qgroadmagelxjil £lying normal

courssy On the way back at.an altitude of approximately feet, the -
weather socked in, and upon reaching the coast of France it was so bad that
I was instructed by the Pilot to get a weather report, At this tine I tuned
into oup base station (3DH) but was unahle to hear its My XBRR was tuned to
4790 KC which I used’ the Freq Keter to get, as nothing was coming thru the -
receiver, My only concern now was to get weather and I kept calling as sometizes
we fly thru skip zones, .I also heard other aircraft calling 3 DH for weather
but was unable to hear any replies, By listening to other aircraft cidd § DH

. for weather is another method used to obtain weather reports.

‘ At this time the Navigator informed ke that we were low on gas and that
I should call for & QDM, To save tiue I imnediately callsd 3 DH once more aad
continued, thinking I womld hear them but I wgs still uneble to get anything °
over.the, recsiver, fhen I saw we were flying low and I was told there wag only
.approximately 2 hours of gas, I.trisd to contact other stations located near .
our base, but i was still unidble to hear anything over the receiver, Time was
running short and I could not try anything else as I would loss time by changing
from one station to another, so continued just hoping that I might get something,

Instructors from Radic Dept say that oup only requirement® s 4o get
weather when necessary, Radio navigational aids for France and England have
been. collected therefore our only contact station ia the base 3DH,

BCE) Somand

- i 5/Sgte, Air Corps,
Radio Operator
545th Bomb Squadron
‘384th Bomb Group




(Brief narrative of socident. Include statement of responsibility and recommendations for action to prevent repstition)

This was & reutine flight from AAF Station 106 te Y=17 and retwn e the
Green Projecte The aireraft had landed at Y=17, itts equipmnt wnloaded and was
returning to Station 1, Statemsnts by the navigater show that he was net
keeping & log or using DeRe, but was following his tract on the map, When an
mndercast condition was encountered after passing a point identified by the navigater
as Rouen, Francee He did net have enough infermation as te winds, ground speed, ste,
to ensble him te acowrately determine his positioms After flying out the E.T.uis far
Eigland and being wable to use the G-bex te determins his pesition, the navigater
instructed the co-pilet to call "Darky®, This was tried witheut results and the
radio operator attempted to contact his heme base for a (DM, Bage covld net be
emtodlndthorldio opontu' mmhct.ri.ad three othur.thmvithcutn =
m. . L] . [4

anhaingthq'urthlt,thuvigltn-dmidnditmbuttoh-ytqgct
back to France as they thought the weather was clear theres On.this besis he gave
thnpilotlhﬂdingtichhchqndwddgotth-buktothncmtﬁlnh Atter fly-
ing for somstime on this heading broken clowis wers ebserved and the pilet decided te
go down and either try to fly contact under them or find a fisld to land at, After
descending belew the cleuds an island was seen wich proved to be Gusrnsey Islande

The co-pilet tried to call "Darly® snd was immediately answered by the cemtrol
tower on this islands They were instructed that there was one (1) grass rummy .
one thousand (1000) yards long and tast landing was east to west, However, the pilet
states he circled the fisld thres (3) times and the lew cleud conditiom on the down
Iindlidlotﬂiﬂild_'ﬂoitlﬁmlbh‘ﬁrhiltolmdmwmiuhltr\l:hd
the tower theres An appreach was made down wind which reaulted in the abeve mentioned
accidente Pilet states that the length of the rurmmy alomg with the fact that the
grass wis wet made it impossible to make a safe landing under the conditions that
ui:t«!. MItmllupphmmlwtoprmdhau-cmmuhuo

mmmss: mhmhdt.uormmmfmtwmmm-agu.
- and weather conditions involved were the immediate cause
of 'I’-h! &coident,

UNDERLYING CAUSEs It is evident that-the underlying cause of this accident was

' pear navigation, An analysis of this has been made and the
follewing corrective measures taken t¢ prevent & reeccurance,
A1l mavigaters are required to keep a log with a positicn
report entered ewry fifteen (15) minutes, They are further
required to kmep & DeRs position &t all times and haw been
given radio facilities for this flight with instructions te
plot three (3) fixes each way on these tripss Sguadrem

navigaters are supervising this to see that it is carried out

md also to give any additienal aid possible to the navigatarse

Continued on next page-
Bignature .

(Investigating Offieer)
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UNDERLYTNG CAUSEs Fusl supply and weather were definitely comtributing fac,
in this accidents The pilet states that he did not reduc

power in an effort to save gas until they were definitely
lost and had started to retwn to Frances, He did net keep
8 recerd of his fuel supply and was net swe hew mach
he ceuld fly, Pilets have been instructed to keep an
ascount of fuel supply in as far as is possible in thy

The pilot states that he sould have landed up wind in the
field had it not been for 2 low cloud conditien en the dom
dndliﬂ.ﬁft_vpem' :

RESTONSIBILITYs  The above infermation wiich was taken from the statements ef
thecrew members indicates that the tor wia careless in
the methed of navigation used and that pilet was not
checking to ses that the mavigater was doing his wrk
properlys This bea~d recommnds that the responsibility be
acessed as followss

50 percent pi.ht «Ter,
50 percent navigational erTare

DISCIPLINARY ACTIONS In view of the facts presaxted in the fmgoing mtmt
it is the recommendation of this board that disciplinary
action betaken in the case of Flight Officer, Leren Cs
Iogie, who was tho nﬂgater in this instancee

| e kestdent Comittars - L

%y WILLIUS, %ﬁé&. vxvm:,

H-Jw. ‘AMr Cerps, " Captadn, ‘Kir Cerps ‘
= Presidente Flight Surgeon (n-orﬁcio)-

o

(Captain, Air Corps,
Pilot = Mesbers

el

Captain, Alr Carps,
‘Engineering a{!iear, = llube;. s

Signature :
; (Investigating Offcar)
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FROM3 Flying Control Officersd "& Bomm e/ N U M M u de

TO : Officer Commanding,
Noe 150 Staging Post, GUERNSEY,

Dates 13the Jume 1945,
m.' 1608p/70241/P1s

Report on accident to Portress B.17 337971,

I was on duty en the afvernoen of llth, June in the Cimtrel Reems

At 1620 hours I receiwed on &dmm. & "Darky® call, reception being
' wpma-unn-eun, uhou ligﬂIemldnotrud. ‘

R ERRR T

b

8ir,

The weather st J&Ohou'lm as follm:
(1) Cloud = 5/10 at hne hundred fests
1/10 at ‘two hundred feet,
: .10/10 of mediwm clend,
Eu) Visivility = 1500 yards,
441) Wind = SSW apprexe 11 mipehs )
The QuD.M, of the landing strip in use ws zso' ~ langth 1000 yards,

At 1623 hours adrcraft was sighted Nerth of the sirfisld, 2 at
approxe 150 feet, Yeollow vereys were fired to indicate sirfield,
commmnication being kept open between aircraft and myself in the chtﬂl
Room,

At 1623 hours the aircraft was given the following informatioen;
1} Length of rummy 1000 yards,
11) Rummy is a grass strip and elippery,
(144) Land East to West, QDX 250°,

Ltl&hhom um-hngunulltuquhhnd,mpimnato&
that he wms very low in fusl and was landing West to East, 1625 hours aircraft
landed West to East, touching dowmn spprex, 200 yards from East end of rummy,
W3 not alple to pull up before rumning into rough grownd and therefore ran inte
German gun pits on the airfisld boundry,

’l T- m’
Plying Centrel Officer,

I certify this to be a true and exact copy,

[TR2 Ay iy ey I‘— : .
4 Ff‘? R e Capt, Adr Cerps,
ARSNRY d “’,«; g6 o i fTE Atog, Opns m,ur.
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gﬁ%ﬂmﬁ 15T ATR DIVISION, AP0 557, 23 June 1945, s _ g
| 7 cmmng Qeneral, Eighth Air Force, &AP Station 101, APO 63k
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"? J > ?Mﬁ in compliance with paragraph B, Seotiom v,
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FOR THE commm.i g '
' LES B, GKKVI
R L. Air CoTps
P 1) Aotge Asst. Adj. Gene

J_,:a

s, o
‘f"lmnl‘

Righth Air Force

%’iﬁa:(m trip)

FuR FORCE
i
| I 1]
&y .
P y
6oy . !
' - P, I0F
G TR Y s u
LTIl ) 1
A 1 ) : {
.( I.‘ . . :
Jo




S s A o 1 AT

HQ, 40T BB WING (), STATION 111, 4P0 557, 21 June 1945,

L

0ffice 5 Station Commander
APO 557,
26 June, 19454 ;

SBJECT: Letter of h-mlitul.
10 1 Commnding Officer, }Oth Combat Wirg, APO 557
Transmitted herewith is AAP Porm 1 and allied papers on aircraft

accident of 11 June, 1945, on the Island of Cuernsey,
Yor the Statien Commnder: '

6 Incle: -

© Inel L = AP Form Ui (Quint)
Incl 2 = Pilots statement (quad)
Tnel 3 - Co-pilots Statement: (quad)
ncl ) - Navigators Statement (quad)

_ Incl § = Radio Operators Statement (quad)

1st ind,
£

D‘", ‘J

T0: Commanding Genmeral, 1lst Air Division, aP0 557,

Tuis Headquarters concurs with the findings and
. recommendations of the aircraft accident committee_.

FOR THE COMMANDING OFFICER:

NORLAN P, SPiCER] ‘

_ . lst t,, air Corps,
6 Inolo " i > Adjuta.nt.-; 7 '
Withdrawn: 1 ropy foim 14.




