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DESCRIFTION OF ACCIDENT

(Brief narrative of sccident. Tnclude stat t of responaibility sod recommendations for action Lo prevent repetition)

The aireraft was returning from 2 combat mission over the continent. The weather
wes a contributing factor, as ceilings were penerally low over the entire area, It
appears obvious that the pilot had decided Lo try to stay undsr the overcast, He had
left the formation, as a result of weather, and had compiefed no radio contacts with the
ground prior to the accidents The terrain over which he had buen flying just before the
crash was such that he probably had an average clearance of 200 feet., Reigate Hill, into
which thc aircraft crashed, was partly shrouded in clouds making it invisible to the
pilot, Observers in the town of Reigate stated that they saw the alrcraft flying very
low and headed directly into the hill, and that shortly before it crashed it disappeared
from their view into the clouds. Drizzle on the pilots' windshield undoubtetly cut down
clear, forward visibility to practically zero, The weather given in item #50¢ of this
report wac observed at Red Kill airdroke, an R.A.¥, siation, the elevation of which is
3400 feet lower than the hill, The aircraft flew directly over this airdrome,

Evidence showed that the airgraft hit the trees with wings level, ami‘ posaibly in
a slight clinb, There was no evidence of mechanical failure, no props were fcathered,
vheels were up, flaps were up and automatic pilot was "OFF", No evidence was' obtainable
from controls, instrurents, switches, etc, Part of the wreckage burned, but' fires were
extinguished by the Reigate Fire Departrent wlthin a few minutes after the crash,

It is the opinion of this Accident Board that this type of accident can be awvoided
only through exercise of better judgement and headwork by the pilots concerned, However,
it is believed that one recommendation is indicated: That pilots make use of %altimeter
setting® (QBF) instead of Mzero-ectting pressure" (FE) when returning from missions,
and reset their altimeters frequently according to information received from weather
stations in the areas This would provide a visual, rcady reference to true altitude
above sea level, which obviated the necessity of any mathematical calculations to de-
termine altitude above the terrain, It is not suggested that this factor had any bearing
on the accident in question.
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APO 557,
23 March 1945,

SUBJECT; Airoraft Acoident Report of B-17G 43235035, 547th Bombardment Squadronm,
) 384th Bombardment Group (E), A'F Station No, 106, APO 557, 19 March 1945.

1 Commanding Ceneral, Headquarters, First Air Division, APO 557, Uy 8
Army. ,
1, The following report on the above subject is hereby submitted:

T0

FACTSs; Aircraft Number 43-39035 of the 547+h Bomberdment Souadron,
384th Pombardment Group (E), AAF Stetion No. 106, APO 587, piloted by 2nd Lt,
Robert S. Griffin, 0-779854, 547th Bombardment Squedron, 384th Bombardment Group
(E), APO 557, AAF Station 106, was returning from an operational mission over
enemy territory on 19 March 1945, Ths weether over England was appraximately
8/10ths to 10/10ths with oeiling of apnroximately 300 feet, Lt, Griffin had
Jeft the formation as had other aireraft of the Group in order to prevent
acoidents and had gone down under the olcud coverage to feoilitate his getting
baok to his base. The terrain ower which L%, Griffin was flying at the time of
the aoccident was such thet he probably had en averags clearance of 200 fest,
Airoraft Number 43-3903%5 crashed into Reigate Hill, Surrey, Emgland at approx- .
imately 1740 hours, which hi1l was partially shrouded in clouds making it ine f
visable to the Pilot, The airoraft was a total loss and all ocoupants of the '
same were instantly killed, There wers nins men in the aireraft et the time of

_the accident,.

FINDINGS: It is the opinion of this Offfcer from the evidence obtained by
the investigation officer, ¥ajor P. Y, Williems, 0-417728, at the scene of the
acoident and irom the position of the instruments and the cortrdls at the time of
the impaot that the acoldent was due solely to the error of the Pilot, 2nd It,
Robert S, Griffin, 0-779654, and that there was no evidence of shbotage to be

pursusd in this case,
[

lst Lt., Afr Corps,
Ictelligenos Officor Member,
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26 HarCh, 19’15 "

SUBJECT: Transmittal of AAF Form 1L
70 . Commanding General, lst Air Division, APO 5574

Transmitted herewith is AL¥ Forn Ll and allied papers on aircraft
accident rear Reigate Hill on 1§ March, 1945,

§ Incls:

“Incl 1 = AAF Form 1l (in quad).
Tnel 2 = AAF Form 1 (in quad).
Tnel 3 - AAF Form 1A (4n quad).
Tnel L - S=2 0. Report (in quad).
Incl 5 - 8 photos (L prints each).

360,33 lst Ind, (3/R/k)
HEADQUARTERS 1ST AIR DIVISION, APO 557, 30 iarch 1345.

70: GCommanding General, Eighth Alr Force, ia¥ Station 101, APO 63k.

Forwarded in compliance with Section V, Paragraph L _Eightiy Air Force Jemorandum
60-1, dated 27 March 19kk. WHE[T

For the Comranding GfRgra

5 Inols: n/o (trip).
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