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DESClIIPTIOH OF ACClDENT

(Ilrler n&lT&tlveoIaccldent Include .L&Wnen~01 reoponaibiJily aad 1'1>C0lllmond&tionl 101 aeUon te prevent repetition)

The ailocraft was returning fr?m a combat mission OYer the contInent , The weather
\vs.s a contributing factor i as ceilinglt werr generally low <)ver Ute entire area. It
appears obvious that the pilot had decid,!{1 to try to stay und!lr'the overcast. He had
left the formation, as a'result of weaiher, and had conpleted no radio cmtacts with the
r:round prior to the accident. The terrain O;'8r ':ihien h" had bren flf...ng just before the
crash was such that he probably rAd an average clearance of 200 feet. Rsigate Hill, into
which the aircraft crashed, was partly shrouded in c Iouds making it invisible to the
pilot. Observers in the tcrnn of Reigate stated that they saw the ai rcraft fl:,ing vf!l7
low and headed directly into the hill, arrl that shortly before it crashed it disappeared
fran their view into the clouds. Drinle on the pil91s I windshie1!l undoubtetlly cut down
clear, forward visibility to practicaliy zero. The weather given jn iteni'#5C1'of this
report wat observed at Red Hill airdrO!lle, an R.LY. s1ation, the cleV.:tion of'which is
3--400 feet lower than the hill. The aircl:'aft flew directly OVlJrthis, airtIroloo.".. .
r

. EVidence showed that the aircraft hit the trees with w'ings level, 'am~possiql.y in,
a slight c1bb •. There was no evidence of' ~chanic8l failure, no preps were fcllt.lt~ed,
wheels Were up, flaps 'l'rere up and automatlc pilot was 1I0FP. No evidenco, wast ,9ot3inable
from controls, ihstrurents, switches) etc. Part of tffi wrecl':age burned, butltires"1'!ere'
extinguished by the Reigate Fire Departrent wi thin a few minutes after tll3 crash.

It is the opinion of this Accident Board that this type of accident can be avoided
only through exercise of better judgement and headwork by the pilots cmcerned , However,
it is believed that one teCommeNiation is indicated: That pilots make use of "alti'neter
setting" (QIfF) ~8tead of, 11sere- setting pr easure" (QFE1 !fhen returp-ing from miB~ioos,
am reset their altillieters frequently according to information received from weather
stations in tl,le area. This lIOulrl provide a ruual, r~:r reference to t.-:ue altitudo
above sea level, which obv:i.atei' the necesdti of any m3.them3.tical calculations to de~
termine altitude above the terrain. It is not sugges,ted that this factor had any bearing
on the accident in question •

. \ \.

Responsibility: 100%pilot error. '
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1 . 19 March 1945 106
DATE STATION

1 .
! ... Jl/SGT CARL WII...I...IAl{S

1 c ..aw CHIlE.'" OR AERIAL. E.NGINE£R

1 P'ERS. - PRINT PLAINLY- I USEAS,-- t CLASS NAME - RANK - ORGANIZATION DIRECTED

{:::-. LOCALLY
1 2 --3

«

547l-;· i
! 18 GRIFFIN. ROmmT e ......_... -- ...... ----_. ---t:~' l I 18 I ,.,..,J' '.

. ~ GELLER.. HERBERTS.. 2ND LT. 0-2062L..QJ..I ]'Tq

1 ':>4-(
~ 18 -

RUNYON.. ROYAl.A. •• 2ND LT. 0-860554 I. 179
·1 547 I38 )iJ..RSHALL. ROBERTF.. SGT. 16116799 ...,0
f -
I

547 JI
PHn.I..n>S. PHILIP J. JR. SGT. 1222571 179i,

547\

:...2!L: JEFFREY~ OONALD W•• I SGT. 2~200~:Z2 I 179
~ 54738 l4ANBECK, ROBERT F.. sjSCT. 37202047 I ...,0

547
38 EY; THOllAS J.. SGT... 12032033 I 179

547
r3£-! mONS. vrITUAl{ R., SGT., 6874192 I .. '70
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AIRPLANE FLlGHT'REPORT w ENGINEERII'I:J

KlUAL NO,

S\'i..029129

!l.S HOURS 259 :4( 106

IN8P£CTION OF AUXILIARY EQUIPMENT nAT"' B b di '
~D~ 8(PLANATlON: om ar er s
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APO 551,
23 lI..arch 1945.

"

SUBJECT, Aircraft Acoident Report of B-17G 4)-39035, 547th Bombardment Squadron,
384th Bombardment Group (B), A.~J Station No. 106, APO557. 19 Maroh 194$.

TO Commanding C~Deral, H8adq~Qrters, F1r4t Air Divi.ion, APO 557. U. S.
Amy.

1. The following report on the above subjeot is hereby subnittedl

FACTS, Aircraft NUlllbel' 43-39035 of the 547th Booollrdment Squadron,
384th Bomb~nt Group (H), W Station No. 106, APO 551, piloted by 2m Lt.
Robert S. Griffin, 0-779854, 547th Bombardment Squadron. )84th Bombard~t Group
(H), !PO 551, ill Station 106. 11'&8 returning fNm an operatioDal miarioD o,"r
enemy territor1 on 19 March 1945. The w.ather OVer Englalld wItS approziaattly
a/loth. to 10/lOths nth oeiling of approxima<;e1y 300 feet. Lt. Griffin had
lett the formation a. had other airoraft of the Group in order to prevent
aooidents and had gone down under the o1o~~ ooverage to faoilitate hi. getting
baok to hie ba... The terrain O1'l'Ir whioh Lt. Griffin .... flying at the time ot
the aooident was such that be probably ~d an avera&e olearano. of 200 feet.
Airoraft Number 43~39035orashed into Rei~lte Hill, Surrey, England at approx-
iD'JIte1y 1740 houri, whioh hill 'Wu partially shrouded in oloud. IIIlldnt it in-
vieable to the Pilot. The airoraft was a total lose and all oooupant. of the
SL~ewere instantly killed. There were nine men in the airoraft et the time or
the aooident.

F1NDlNGS, It 11 the opinion of' this Offioer from the nid.Doe obtai%led by
the investigation officer, UAjor P. Y. Williems, 0-417128, at the eotne ot the
aooident and from the position of the lnstrumentR and the oon+,rtl•• ~ the time ot
the impaot that the acoident wss due solely to the error of the Pilot 2nd Lt
Robert S. Gl"iftin~ 0-779854, and t hilt there ..as no evidenoe of "bota~e to be'
pursued in this oue. .

~~f!~
.l!!telllgeno, Ot'tietr IltdJer.
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AAF SiP.TIOli KO. 1c6

Office o.~ the Std.tion Core.."llnder

APO 5,7,
26 March, 1945.

SlftlJ~,CT: Transmittal of AAFForm 11

TO Como:mding General, lst Air Division, APO 55'1.

Transmitted h!!rewith is Mr' Form lli and allied papers on aircraft
ace ident near Reieate Hill on 19 March, 1945.

g Inels:
, Incl 1 - AAFForm 11 (in quad).

, lincl 2 - ill Form 1 (in quad) •
.Incl 3 - AAFForm 1J,. (in quad).
Inei 4 - S-2 O. Report (in quad).
Inc15 - 8 photos (4 prints each).

'; }GO.}} 1st Ind.
~UA.RrERS lST Am DIVISION, APO 557, JJ iJD.rch 194-5.

TO: COlJllllanding G';neral, Eighth Air Force, fw' station 101, APO634.

5 Inols: ~o (trip).
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