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DESCRIPTION OF ACCIDE:T ;

(Brief narrative of accident. ®1nclude statement of responsibility and recotsgendations for actlon to p;vent repetition) !

Hhe aircraft was returning from an operatisns] mississ and wes part of &
formation retwning to homs base, “They snsountersd severs weather conditions
. whilfsoefore arriving st btese, and when they did mrriw
ing*kt 800 feet in & heavy snow storms The fermation was diwerted to ancther
£is1d whare better wmather conditiens existed and the fermution leader attempted
to elisb 0 got his growp out of the snow and icing conditions that prewsiled st
lowsr altitude, While clisbing, the visidbility became so bad that the pilst was
wible to saintain visusl contéct with the formation and Lt. Cook ehanged his
heading to avoid the possibility of & mid-eir celiision. Lt Cook had turned om
his pitet heat befere petting inte the inclemst weather, and he emcemntersd ne
troubls with the te mtil he reschéd the-altitude of abeut:5,000 feet
whare their airspeed dreppld te 120 JPN and thsy ware descending 500 fest per’
minute, At 3;500 feet It, Cook decided he cauld ne lenger fly the aireraft aad

 gave bis crew instructions te bail.cuts At this tims, It. Ceok was wiing 2,500
RPU's and LS. ;inches of manifold pressure, He bad been using 38 nuu‘i,so:s ;
RP's ‘and, wben he made the powsr setting change, the No, } sigine ren swy. Ne |

. attempted te get the propeller nder comtrol but was wnsuccessfuls He put the' |
aireraft on AFCE and tried to maintain flight by lowmsring flapsy About this time
Lte Cook was convinced that he could no lomger fly the aircraft, se be bailed out
himself, »

Wan the crew was interregated bty the secident bosrd, it was learned that !
they had encovntered only light dces Rime ice hed built wp to less than 3/k . |
- inches thick on the lsading sdges of the wings. The pfepellers hed besn throwing
o 100 at a1l st the time they laft the aireraft, It is beliewd st the powsr ) |
settings ewplayed, had the ioing conditions beem ‘severs, the prepsllsrs would v
bave thromn ice without the aid of de-dcer flwld. (De-doer fluid ismever care ' |
ried on combat wissioms becsuse of its inflammbls and explesiw matwe.) :

Feither the pilet or co<pilet reparted the 2ir spesd indinster drepping te
sero at any time) homvwer, the airspeed indicater did fluctuate censiderebly ma
oocasiens, drepping to indications as low az 00 1¥H, The pilot reperted that e

_ several ocossions be wes descending at 2,000 fest per mimute snd that his air-
. wpeed would not go abowe 120 MPH, At no tims wes he able te gat it abows 150 MM,

' _Questioning the pilet on the charscteristics of the aireraft during these
" times of rapid descent, it was learmed that he had to use considerabls forward
preseure against the control colume This was & definite indicatiom to the board
that there was water er ice of some form in the pitot and fer this reasen the aire
speed was mlfwnctioning. The pllet reported &uring this time thet thefe was no
sign of any mlfunctioning en the part of the other instruments, His altimeter
registered the changes in altitude in sccordance with the attitude of the aireraft,
and his rate of climb was functioninge

Xt 4s the epinion of this beard that the pdlet was 200§ responsible for this
sceifienit, It is apparent that the pilet did met foel oopfidemt $o fly his Mreraft
under the conditions that existed, It is further beliewed that a more experienced
pilet, or even a pilet of the seme experience lavel as Lt, Cook, if thereughly®
indoctrinated in the fundamsstals of instrumest flying would have sawd the air-

. eraft, nﬁgmignnmnsmmmwmmtwnmormm
sirergtt that day, with the poseibls exceptien of ome, hed reperte ik
ol having any wiine amewnt of treubls in the handling ef their aireraft, '

It is recommsnded that all pilots be gl (e
amount of instrumsut flight treining with - .

their air speed indicaters coversd. The oo Mok aCal,, Air Carpe,
misiakes mde by this pilot will te breught = o o Aty
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 fellowing ex~efficiss attended the beard mestings
y ‘.!‘ = " : ’ ] .
”g JOEM M. PALMR, EDRY H, STROW, i
I!;, WI Adr Ml m’ Nedisal w’ .
EDRY C, BOWAX, . JOSS W, LOTR, , [
Captain, Adr Carps, st Lt, Lir Carps, L
Weather Officer, Flying Control Qffiocer, !
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24 January, 1945.
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STATEMENT BY 2N LT RAYMOND D, COOK, 0812034, CONCERNING AIRCRAFT
ACCIDENT OF B-17G, #42-97261, 20 JANUARY, 1945.

. ... On January 20, 1945 I flew pilot on aircraft 7251 - Luggage "0O".
We flew Low Squadron Deputy. We completed the mission and while
enroute encountered considerable weather, We arrived back at the
base (G.U.) in farmation at 800 ft. We were in a heavy snow storm
and the formation started to climb; we stayed in formation until it
became impossible to see any ships, We them tried to climb out on
& heading of 320.

OQur unir were lcing up and we were in bad air currents for a
time. speed began to drop in oarder to hold altitude. The
pitot heat was on at all times in the storm. At sight of the ice
I twrned on, the prop,anti-ieing fluid; but there was no fluid in

: the tanks,

When the air spesd reached 120 miles per hour and we were [prepare
losing about 500 ft, per minute, At about 4000 ft I told the orew to /
to bail out. The rlubility was sero and the plane felt very mushy.
I received word that a1l were preparing to bail out, At shis time

we had 2500 R.P.¥. and turbos full on, At 3500 ft. I gave the
ordor to bail out. I clutched {n the auto pilet., In flying in-
struments I used a combination of all my working instruments. The
existing cenditions in so far as I was concerned showed né indica~

" tions that any of the instruments were not working. “.]hél tﬁ :

#£3 prop-sag away. I attempted to get it under contrel; but™oo
do nothing it. At this time all the crew were gone from the
ship. I started to lower some flap, as I olimbed out of the coek
pits I left the shlp from the noge hateh., We had about 500 gallons
of gas, It was about 1600 hours when we jumped. 2all turret gunner
and waist er received broken ankles upon landing, We landed ;
within a mile and a half of each other, about 1 mile from Tur Langton. |

. I
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ﬁn{oxn D, coox,

2nd Lt, Alr Corp
0812034, Plot,
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STATEMENT BY 28D LT, PHILIP N, LEAVITT, 0~2062231, CONCZRNING AIRCRAFT
ACCIDENT OF B-17C, #42-97251, ON 20 JANUARY, 19L5.

Upon returning to the homs field on 20 Jarmuary, 1945, with what was
left of the low squadron, we wers flying at about 800-1000 feet altitude
when we ran into a heavy snowstorm, The snow and visibility grew steadily
worse, A moment efter passing the fisld, flying on the lead aireraft be-
came impossible and we turned right to a hsading of 320 degress attespting
to gain altitude, There were indications of both rime and clear ice forming, .
The altimeter was set at the given QFE, the pitot haat was on; prop anti-
' ioing fluid was on, but did not ;ppur to be oparating,

At an altitude of mathinghﬁooo and below 4500 feet, the aircraft
began acting very strangely trying to stall out, An I,A.S, of 150 could
only be maintained by pushing forward on the strick, The altimeter began
to drop regardless of alr speed at a rate of between 500-1500 feet per
minute, - Thers were atrong upward and downward air currents,

We immediately put thl RPM and manifold pressure in full t.a.kv-off
pewer position - = 2500 RPM and about 46" of Hq, It made no noticesble
difference in the stability of the wireraft, By this time the pilet and
‘I were together on the controls, sfteapting to hold somewhat level flight,
The pilot had given the order to prepare to bail out and received acknow-
ledgeacnt, The air speed continued to drop, #3 prep tan wway and was
uncontrollable; the air spesd resd 80 MPH and our altitude was about 3400
‘fest when thqﬂpﬂnt gave the order to bail ocut,

We put the aircraft on (-1, turnkd manifold preswire control fall
on, to "10", We bailed out ths ha.t.ch with the bosbardier and navigater,
Our altituds was about 2500 feet when I bailed out (when I climbed out
of the cockpit),

The gas gauges, #n which I kept a close check, read a total of about
600 gallons, We dutroyod no squipment, Taers was no indication of sar=
buretor ice; the props appeared to be icing,

ALl of the orew landed within an ares of lese than a square mile,
There was no difficulty in leaying the aireraft, These two facts would tend to
indicate that the air lpmf have been excassively great,
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« LEBAVITT,
znd Lt., Air Corps,
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