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SELRES
DESCRIPTION OF ACCIDENT

(Brief narrative of accident, Include statement of responsibility and recommendations for action to prevent repetition)

.. Lts Ramsay was returning from a nine howr combat mission with his No. 3
engine frosen and upon flying ovér Fngland, found the weather very bad, He
wms dom to 160 gallons of zaxoline and did net fesl that he could retwrn safely
to his home base, The weather betwean hin and his home station was obviously
bad, and, at the time he made the decision to land, he was flying at 7,000 feet
in an area that was clear, He located tis RAF bate that they had chosen for
their landing and procseded to cirgls down Lo gel in position for landings The
weather conditions changed rapidly while they were losing altitude and, b,'r the
time they wre ready to land, visibility was lesm than 1500 yard.s. e g
AR ot A
It, Ramsay made his fint lppronch to the ﬁcld butmtoo highnndm
to go arounds No. 1 engina was overhesting tc about 2L degrees and becauss
Nos 3 engine was frosen, Lt£Ramsay was over cautious in making his tum. By
the time he was in position for lxndjng lga in, the visibility had mﬂunld to
+ about 300 yards. - g ) e

: The lmmmdim..ta'uinlm hilly and very-unfavorable for the lurvut'-'---
bility epprossh procedure. The rumway was also down hill and made landing very
difficult. With wheels and flaps down, he approached the landing rummy at

ahout 130 MPH, HE WAS UNABLE TO GET THE ATRCRAFT DOWN ON THE FIRST EXD OF THE
RUNWAY and flew about one=half (%) way down the rumay, which was grass, about

two (2) feet off the ground, His approach had about 20 degrees
out of alignment with the rurmmy., Because oor visib be waz unable to
stay on the gress rumay and ran off to r several concrete

obstacles about two (2) feet high en rcute to a WAAF site where he struck a
building with his left wing., There were about thirty peopls standing on the
right hand side on the far end of the rumey, and he was mbhtog'owﬂloop
tha aireraft 4o the left for fear of hitting them.

\

“It, Raneay had flown Eh'rough several f1ak areas whils on the miasion, but
it is unknown whether the engine malfunctions were direct results or flak
damages

RESPONSIBILITY: It is the opinion of this.board that the pilot was 50% respon=

. - 5Ible for the accident in that he displayed poor judgment and technique by not .

. being able to land his aireraft on his first attempt to get into this field, It
is further believed that weather uonditicma are 25¢ responsible and pilot tlti(lu
- 26% responsibla for the accident,

RECMMIGB: Mistakes made by this pﬂot will be brought to the attention of
base, .

Entry will be mede in pilot's Forn § file and 66=2s
. The following ex-officios attended the Boagdd Neetingt

Hc WSEN’ II. ‘l m. Jl Pn MRMH, Hl H.. smom’
lh.jor, iC, Wjor, lﬂ, lst Lt’ A C, . ﬁjor, B'
_ Orowp 8-ie . w Control Oy  Weathar Offiser.  Flight Surgess,

Date 13 January 1945,




JTATRMENT: BY 2ad LT WALTER B, RAMSAY, CONERNING LANDING ACCIDENT
QF Bu17 42+38014 ON 1 JANIARY 1945

1, About fifteen mimutes aitar passing throush flak oa the Qerman (oast,
No, 2 Engine started to leak a little oil. As we werea't lesing msh oil,end
the eylimder tamperature, ol temperature and pressure remained zormal, I &d-
eided ot to feather it but keep & weteh on it, Tea mimutes later (apprez.)
the odl teperature started to rise and the pressure drop; I pisied tis festhiz
ing Wtton in, The Jagine vibrated and refused to feather amd started te
visdatll, It ccntizued to windwill until it frozes.. I told the Eombardier
to salvo ths bombs in an attempt to stey ia formation, A% that we lest ground
aM being in Sermeny that far I desided to stay in the division line for
fighter pretestion, T eculd hold altituds dut 3ot 150 I.Adle

2, We follewed the division line to Trance and about that tim #
eylinder temperature started to rise axd ihe Sglas raz roughs "o eut besk
on that Sagine to 32 inches aad it ren amooth, Not haviag aay fi alds eharted
i Franse and owr altitude was about 19,000', I desided to lend ia England,

3¢ The scutheast of Eaglaad wes coversd with eloudss Te ezessed the

chansel at 12,000 feety Wo kit the edge of the clouds and the Navigator had
given mo a heading to fly to Detting (RedeFs Fald listed as suitable for
_ heary dombers). We spetted the field at 7,000's It was elearly visible aad

I eireled trying to make eontact wvith the darky statiom. I eireled for 13
minutes with 3o results, Our altitude was 5,000 fest mow, Both the Navigator
and Iombardier were leeking for el ds for lending instrustionse They soulda't
find any and I souldi't o I moted which way the smoke was Mowing asd pieked
the longeat ruaway, I came over the runmey and mde & slew tura to the leds, 1‘
Thea v same over the runway the field started t9 elose ine I weat around ?
and whon wo came i we wore high and would land tee far dowm the ruamay, Owr
g8 was lovw and 1 Eagine was ruaning rough so we eculda's go o ancther
fiald, We aame in the second time the visibtility had dropped mers, ut wm
taae eut on the end of the runvay about 20 degrees off its headings The
Tussey hed shut a 200 foot alepe to it, se the ship woulda't set downs My
airspeed was down with #2 usfeathored and 71 rough, I desided I ecwida’s g
arcund, Both my Co=Pilet aad myself tried to keep it o the rvuaway, Wt we
WeRt $ff %o the right and to aveld hitiing people that wers oa the right
odge of the rusmay, I weat straight shosd and crashods Mo ome was injured.
The darky station said they dida't recelve aay of our treasmissions, Demage
$0 RedeZs proparty was & small howse that the left wing hit, Be landed with
the wheals down and full flaps. Detting Field was closed midaight 31 Desember

154k,
Witt & Jpwnooey |
WALTER X RAMAY, N .
2sd 4., Mr Gorpe,
Miet,
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QIATRGNT:  BY 2ad EARRY L, WAELSTRM, CQMUERNING LANDING ACC IDENT
OF 317 42-38014 @ 1 JAMUARY 1945

1, Om Jemuary 1, 1945 we eorssed the Forth Gea and pleked wp condiderable
flak as we eressed the snemy coast, Tea or fifteen mimutes after passing
through the flak the mumber two engine eylinder head temperature was above
the eembet operating range, I opeasd the sonl flaps to soel off the eagime.
T eould see @il bubbling out the oowl flap, but it wasa't exeessive. Tis
aireraft was the old type aad dida't have s stand-pipe for feathering if
the oil pressure was sompletely gone, We watched the cil pressure gege
aad the prescure was gradually falling. The Pilot hit the feathering buttea
whea pressure was still in the greea operating range, Immediatdly after dee
pressing utton the oil pressure dropped to zere and the prop dida't feathaws
The prop set up heavy vibretiea due to its windmilling, Irfimally froze ia
the low piteh pesition csmsing guite a drage W dropped out of formation abd
salveed our bombs. Mumber one eagine was rumaing rough periedically aad bes
soming hot; we pulled mumber cme threttle bask to thirtyefour or thirtyefive
inchess W tried to stay in treil of the formation, but-we were gredually
losing thems Our desision was 0 try and stay in the division line aad ercss
southern Germany into Framee, W kept the air speed arcund 135 or 140 to
maintais eur altitude end we ovea @limbeé o littles Our averuge dtitude ssross
Germany was arousd 23,000's Near the Fraakfwt area we vere attasked by ems
MR 262, Wt 50 damage resulted, Upea reashing Franse our Nevigatar pletted
& oourse to ercss the Baglish Channel at the narrewist pedat) due to our lew
supply of gas we dida't weat $0 ehange flying over to mish vaters Fo pleked
out the nearest alr field and started to dessend, I tried to call darky
several times, but oould mot get a respoise, The viaibility im the area of
the field lecked good from 6,000 feste Vo mede & pass at the fleld, tut we

wers 2ot lined up with the ruaway and went arouwad, The next time arousd we
were a little toe far to the right, utWEeut the throttles aad I dreppsd the
flapss The Pllot tried to reund sut and sot her oa the ground, dut the run-
Way &Rl surrousling ares raz dowm hillosed ma Muat kent fleating alonss Affer
setting on the grousd we put the brakes cm, but dids't alow wp, The left
ving stazek a small tuilding being wsed te house Weledols's; owr lamding gear
vas vashod out e ninells Mo ome was injured, Visitility while we were
eireling the fiald was 15008 ylsy when we came in to load it was 200 yia,
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2»d Lt, Air Gerps
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BY 2sd LT, JO¥ S, MITCEHYL, TR, CONCERNTNG ACCIDENT OF

B-17 42-38014 QN 1 JANUARY 1945,

STATRIT

1. On Moaday moraing, 1 Jamuary 1945, we took off for our mission as briefed.
¥a orossed the North Sea with out imcident and hit the German coast a little after
eleven thirty. As soon as w were over land wo Began to get flak, andi it lasted
sbout ten minutes, at twelve five our number two esgime started to wisd up and soon
it was dead. We dropped gut of formation and dropped our bombs hoping to be able to
keep up with the formation, We comtimued to drop behind though. I added up the
distunce we had come apd foukd it wes almost exsotly the same distance back as it
Wad abesd, W6 staysd in the bomber stream and zoztémued through Carmany. We were shot
at several times.by flak but were mot hit. Whem we reached France and the Ges Box
came beck in we set course for the Rarrowest point in the chamnel as we were rumning
short of gas, and nunber ome engine was mot running smoothly. We crosssd the
channel at twelve thousand feet, and southeastera England was covered with clouds
about seven thousand feet, %o broke into clear weather asd headed for the nearest
airfield, It was the Maglish base at Detting, W circlod the fiald and decended, and
could mot contaot them with oud redio. We approached the field twice and the weather
vas closing im tighter all the time, Om the third approach we put it dowm but the
ruaway was going down hill and ihe plame woulda't atay on the ground, We raa
througk & bouse and & row of trees to evéid hittizg s orowd of pesple by the ead of
the ruaway.

Wb MR, D1

JCEN §. MITCHELL, JR.,
2ad Lt., Adr Corps,
Navigator
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mrum:nenm.:mmi.mm CONCERNING LANDTSG A2CIDENT OF
B-17 4238014 ON 1 JANUARY 1545,

1. We hit flak as we eatered Germany which was morth of the Elde river. Mo. 2
engine may have beea bit, we doat kmow, amyway the Pilot had te feather it soos after |
Ee couldn't keep up with the formstion, I salvced the bomba Morth-East of Hsmburg iz |
an attemp to lighten the ship emough to stay ia formation. It dida't help amy.

W followed the gemeral flight plam, aad fimally got out of Germeny, after

seeing pleanty of flak from differeat targets, and some fighters. 10/10 over east
. most of the time, No. 1 eagine wasadt t00 good and we were agraid to cross the chaanel

vhere it was 5o wide, S0 in the sttempt to brizg the ship back tc Hagland, and home if
possible, we flew to a point where the chamnel is tie marrowest, a2d erossed hitting
Bagland close to Dover, We flew uatil we were nearly out of the overcast and thea decids
od the closedt and saftest airport to le=d wes Detting. Our gas supply was rapidly
nearing zero, We circled Detting trying to get radic contact but it was useless. I saw
the rumway and by smoke bombs computed the wind, so we circled dowm for & landing, th
ceiling was droppiag with us only faster. We made 3 attempts aad om the fourth I
talked the pilot in and told him to level out, It would have bees nearly parfect
except the ruaway was downhill, I could sese we, by 2ow were heading 10 degrees right
of the runway, but it was to late for the pilot to straighten it out. We kit the

grousd and by mow if the pilot had attempted to get back om the ruaway, he would have
God plloting.-ha.miuged acme

kit some byitndorl. standing mear the ruaway. 5y good pil
buildings and etc, But the right wing hit the roof of & four room shack, fimally f'

stopping when the Zoft wheel hit a Baak which swuag us arcund 50 degrees to the left,
Bveryone was soom out of the plass, asd the M.A.F. personael was there to take care of
us, Only misor seratches were received. From the air the ruaway looked level with 2

rise at thc far ead, Viaibility 100 yards or leas.

JACKLIN N, mm.
2nd Lto, 4ir Corps,
Boavardiss.
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STATBUNT:  BY SGT. ROY K. MARBERG, CONCARNING LANDING ACCIDENT @F
B-17 42-36014 ON 1 JANUARY 1945)

5 ‘é”'ﬂ

1, Ve flew through flak area imsediately upon reaching German Coast. About
tifteen or twenty mbautes 1 sotiead amoke coning out from # 2 eagino, A fow misutes
pasasd duriag which time the eagime was vibrating very bad., It kept this up for a i
while them prop suddealy stopped, By this time we had lost the formation , so we tried |
keeping in touch with the formation by cutting cormers and meeting them, (lu' navigator
plotiad a courae to the nearest emergency field ia Eagland which happened to be
Detting. We arrived there arcuhd three forty-five in the aftermcom, Pilet unable to
coatact the tower, usiag Darky Procedure and the ruaway was difficult to see. Wo flew
a left hand patteru and came in for a landing. Ve were parelleled with the ruaway but
off to the side. We went arcusd again amd approached ruavay again. This time we -
approached it et an angle cut. The pilot was umable to turm it or go arvusd again, »

we had lost t00 muck airspeed. We landed crossing the ruaway at about 20 degreses
rolling across a field, throught an aati- aircraft pit, ascross a rosd, through a |
wire fence, The left wing smashed iato a bouse, We were beginaing to run then we veat |
through a row of trees, jumped sa embaniment and slid around about 90 degreess I was |
unburt and got out as fast as I cowld, Nothing was damaged in the redio room. I had '
time to comtact EFfIF Station on the coast 70 U but got no answer from u-. %o landed

at 1620 hours with mo one injured,
ez

« ROY K '
Radio Operator,,
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STATRMENT;  BY SOT. BGEN B, HAFCMAN, CONCERNING LANDING ACCIDENT OF
Bel7 42-38014,0N 1 JANUARY 19%5.

1, After hittiag flak from coast, about fifteen minutes later, Mo, 2 sngine
startsd tc throw oil; so the pilot tried to feather 1%, but the prop frosze, but did
not feather. Aftcr Gropping out of formetion frum laek of jower, we kept golag srcund
to the other target , s0 we would bave help from the other formation of pleues,

Trying to get back to Exgla=d we wers low on sus.

After orossing the chamnel the Navigator picked cut the mearest field oa the |
soast to lasd, which was Detting. The fog wes very thick and we could mot see ruaway, !

W tried to oall s fisld o& redic 211 the tima we wers flyiag arousd, but
couldn't get an answer, after meking a try to land we saw that there wasa't eacugh
runway to land on,

Weo want around agaia, very low oa gas, and number oa engine cylinier head
temperaturs was very high and eagine rumaing rough.

To came in again and 20t eacugh power on left sidaiognttmdontoth
runway, where wo landed we wers about 20 degrees off the rumway.

Setting it down in the gress, we weat through the field aad hit a house
whers the WAl F. were living, the left wing hit the house which pulled the plane

around to a dead stop,
9§k

SOT. JOHN §e HARTMAN,
ENGINEER.
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STATION STICK QUARTERS
OFFICE OF THE SURGEON
‘ AAF 106 APO 557 .
10 Jamary 1945
STATEMENT

It is believed that mental and physical fatigue played a large part
in the error in judgement made by 2nd It, Walter E. Ramsay, ASN 0-826769,
Shéth Sqdn,; 384th Bomb Group(d), on landing following oparational mismsion,
1 Jamary 1945, resulting in major damage to aircraft, B-17¢ L2-3801k, Lt,
Rausay had flown operational missions 28, 30, 31 December and 1 Jamary 19L5,
and during the last miesion, which was of about 9 hours duration, he had to
contend with a runaway, then later, a frozen propello- off one engine for most
of the flight. I believe he was approaching the state of mental and physical

exhaustion at the time of the accident,
ﬁﬁ. STROUD

Major, Medical Corps,
Station Sargeon,
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1, Tranmitted herewith YDAAY Form No, 1, and allied papers on .~/
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RI‘ r
& 2nd Lt, Walter E, Ramsay, B=17G rumber 42-38014, :
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