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DESCRIPTION OF ACCIDENT

(Brief narrative of u “semt. Tne:~~2atement of responsibility and recommendations for action to pm-ent repetition)

The aircraft ws being flown by Lisutenant Weaver, the co-pﬂot, unr.lnr the e
supervision of Lisutenant Jojmstons, the first pilot, Lisutenand’ Waver msde s

nerml qprunh but leveled off Ligh'end settled in, The tail-whesl hit first,

then the wheels téuched down almost similtaneously, ith'the laft wheel

hitting sBghtly before the right wheel,

It 48 the opinion of this board that a hard landing , bt that it was not

ted with sufficisnt force to have caused a gear failure within itself, :
; Rupmibﬂ.ity £ allocated 505 to pilot. srror l.nd.SOI to -tu'hlrt’ntmn; |
) pmnt rtfohti.m the :onmmm 1! hhl : o "-'r-:‘}.: ‘;-.;-rl - !
' .: H n--‘ '/
Pﬂ.otlhl‘bunnquuugtoui uplnnrron mlﬁl
landing has been medes Bugineering 0ffiver:then cheeks dﬂc lak," -
bolt with:feeler gauge to: {deternine if dltig 1ink bolte hlw lil'clllll‘.. ¢ %
17 bolt clearance is mrtthm.wtg‘;ofin mch nmm i
pu-tl m rophud. n it % s s”'-‘f_‘; at
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23 Qctober 1944

Sisducly Ragort of Alreraft hccident on 23 October 19k in 4/C 42~102518

0 & Group Cperations Officsr, 38lth Somd Group, Sta 106, 4F0 557, Englend

1, The "efors Landing Check!) wag completed befops antering the treific
and Co-Pilot had visually checked the maln anding gear for

attern, The [ilet
p : 1 »
and roted the green "Landing Geer Downt', light on and had put the

full =xbarsion &

landing gear switch in the neutral position. The Flight Engineer chacked the -
main landing geer and tail wnesl with the hand cranke

coach was mede with the Co-Pilot flying from

2, & nomal peel-off and app
ot 120 niles per hour, which recuired -

the right seat, The approach vies made
approximately twenty (20) inches of manifold pressure

3, ‘'he throttles were Wiased OffY, during @ normal "Hound Out", which
was accompolished with & normal decrease in airspeeds The zireraft was leveled
off in a three point attitude at an altitude which the pilot judged to be —
approcimately eight (8) feel, According to the Flight Enginser's indicated
air speed readings the sireraft landed at an indicated airgpeed of ninety-five
95) nilss per hour.

W, Mhen the runway was contacted the 2ircraft wes still in & three point
atti . de. After vhat seemed to the Pilot 1ike @ short landing roll, the lelt
w' . droppads Right brake was ap-'ied to keep the aircraft straight down the
ruwiay, ifter approximately oie iundred fifty (150) yerds, the aircraft veered
off the rumway to the left and cameiio 3 stop approximately Fifty (50) yards
fron the runway, The master switch had been, "Cut", by the pilot @t ebout the

tize the aircraft left the rmnway.

5, Juring the lending operaticn, the Filot and Co-Filot were in their

respective Geats, the Flight Engineer, Was standing betwesn bhe 83 ts in the

cockpit, two men weTe in the noss compartment, 2nd gix men wers in the radic
nteen hundred (1800) gellens.

compartuent. The fuel load was aprrouipately eiy

There was no Homb lozd,
TOLTAL 4. cOLBACKE,

1st Lt., «ir Corpe
Pilot,
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' 2 November 194
Station 106
APD 557

SUBJRCT: Aceid8nt Report, 23 Octeber 1944, A/C 42+102518
10 ¢ Croup Operations Officer, AAP Sta 106, APQ 557

1, Upon entering the traific pattern, the pilot and myself wemt threugh
the "Bafers Landing Check”, Heting the green landing gear light em, we checked
the landing gear visually and had the flight engineer check both the tail whee
and landing gear mamwlly, We then preceeded to fly &« hermal traffic pattern,

2 Iwas flying frem the right seat; en the dewn wind leg I called for

ons third flaps &t an indicated air speed en LLO N.P.H. o A3 I turned en to
the final appreach, I called for two thirds flaps and established a norsal (lidl
at an indicated air speed of 125 M. P. H. I started a nermal, "Round Out®,
levelnd off and what the pilot and xyself judged to be appruint.ely uuht. mt.
above the rumwuy, e both realized the airplane was & little high, se I eased
the plame down ernte the runway with a few added inches of mercury, The airplane
was in, what we judged to be a threo point attitude with wings level, Upon conta
with the rumay, the airplane sweisd (v roll a fow feet and thes the left wing
dropped, ifith the help of the Pilot, I held the plm;a on the runway for approxi-
mately 100 vards, after which it veered te e isit eif the runway coming to &
stop e.pproxinntely 50 ye's froam the landing mumway. As sees as the plans had
cleared thn rumay, tie pilot turned off the Hﬂtcr rritch.

3¢ The approauh and lau:u.n; was oonaidlud by the nilot te be within
the limits of safety and at no time did he deem it necessary te taka ever
control of the aircraft,

(2l A Jiharet/
AUL H. WEAVER,

m Lt-| M.l' cml
Co-Pilot 0-830582,
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STATRMENT BY 1T, LOTER ( PLYINGSCONTROL CFFICER); CONCERNING IANDING GRAR,
FAILURE ACCIDENT OF B-17 G, # L2-102518, 23 OGROEER{ 19lL.
@

About 1540 hours, ths pilot called for landing instructions. Y puud
L]

the h:}ﬂ:l.ng rumvay “QFEM which the pilot acknowledge, He made a normel ap-
proach but was a 1itt1s high, e lmded off the first-third of the rumay.
Wnea spproximtely 10 feet off the rummy, bs troks his glides The tail
wheel was fil‘lt to hit, then toth undercarriages touched the rumway at the
" tine, The afrcraft continued down the rumey for sbout 35/L0 yards
whereupon the left undercarriage collapsed and the aircraft skidded.

) 2 cx%‘zz

." JIW' wrm’
“ 1s% Lt,, Adr Corps,

Flying Yontrol 0ffiocer,
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RESi””f““‘ED o

SIATRAD BY 1f, FOLMES (PILOT RIDING nmum's POSTTION); CONCERNTNG
TANDING GRAR PATLIRE ACCIDRN OF B<17 G, # L2-102518, 23 octoesf, 1944,

. ¢
The pilct seemed to lewl off & little high and the sircraft settled

y . —
S— [, " “”W*Mﬁﬂll 'lisht d‘ri t"’r“l." ; l. !h_ ! - ] &11“

lowl fir & fow secands, then the loft wing dropped and an excessive vitretien
®
ooowreds «The aircraft swung off the rumay to the laft, In wy estimtiem,
&
4t ws not an exoessiwly hird landing,

R G W@Mw

' ‘s GBORGE W, HOLIES,
: L ] ) Mnl’ n.!‘ %m‘, i
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~ RESTRCTED

STATRMENT BY 2KD If. DR CRLLES ( BOMBARDIER): OONSZRSTEG IARDING GRAR FATLURE
" ACCIDRNT OF B-17 G, # 12-102518, 23 OCTOBRR, 191k,

Iminthcradioroonutthetmotwbinoidnnt, I did not know .
# [ e

“thice ves iocidln%until after we bad Landed; The radio operatar Jup.d

‘.uut.uncouutlnlirmnnoppod Itlppwrodtobuwrymyluﬂu
The sircraft seemed to bouwnce on]yulightly.@ ¥ oz 8 ;
. ] p - . : " = s
: AN L (e
K CHARLES B, . DE IS,

o 2nd It Corps
Bﬂhrd..;l'o : ’

)]
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REbi ”’ED

STATEMENT BY CAPTAIN MALOREY ( ENGINEERING (FPICER); CONCERNING LANDING ¢
#

GRAR FAILURE ACCIDENT OF B-17 G, L2-142518, 23 OCTOEER, 194ks
The aircraft approached directly in front of me. I was in front of .
rumay seemsd 1o lou-pnd from a height of approximtely 25 feet an® dropped

® on to the rummy, landing on the left wheel. The aircraft settled down and
tho 1sft min landing gear colhpud. The aircraft did mot roll wery-far e

¢ the rumay before coming tcnntop. P .
: Qe
; ‘ @

& . "/ JACK Cq MLOAEY,
muin, Adr Corps,
th Sqdn Bng Officer.
& ) i

s * L
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STATEMENT BY ¥/80T. R.V. CTBRORS (LINE CHIER); mucmmm LADTIG GRAR

FATLURE ACCIDENT OF B-17 @ # L2-102516, 23 OCZOBER, 15k
: .

1 saw aircraft f h2-1€2518 on the final spproach. onmnyBO. The
drcrltt seemsd to stall in from over thirty (30) feets It seemed u;hnugh
the tadl sheel bt £irst then the madn Linding wheeld m aircraft townoed
lightly touched the ground left wheel ﬁ.rat. The laft gur gave way and the
aircraft fell off on it 'l left rlng It went off the rn‘-I to the left and

mtotbafhld. & ,‘ .
- o

Qe

W/Bgts, Adr Corpe,
Line Chist,
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STATION BERUAL Be, | BATE S36RITTEN UNSATISFACTORY REPORT n.u.mn. RFRT | SLAR
[14=770 12004 mwmmum-muuum ;

ol o 3 N Vel e s s

u TmaTis sz % u H
AwAJF, Station 106, APO 557 # |Ha, 384th Bomb, Group ( ;
H SURIECT | hrperty Clase—ame [reese AT o s . ﬂ i
meForr | 01-F Landing Gear Assy, Ly Hy ; i
[ MACRATT—Model 8 ALF Sariel B e AT & AT el B JSIT 08 ACCEIS0RT—Tros, Madel sed Borel B
B-17G # 12-102518 ' :
u m“n%m.u.-u bd Piiag Tine Sioss Total Fiveg Thw u :
H l!:;l: l_mnmu-uu By boon | Dapets oud Noars At Essh Proviess Gvarkent ;'f

v Part Brawing, Barial sed Bpseifistion e,

Rr-Bolt Clevis 3/ .
R Gomstityonlioad | Wosatity Ravwn botootive l&v [ U
2 :OO 00 None H b

| ChR Phrtrpraghed [ Sout Vudor ™1 [T To Bwrkael
- - ol ) = o
SIVE COMPLETE DETAILS, PROBABLE CABSES AND RECOMMENDATIONS BELOW: E:
B Cn Adreraft B-17G 42-102518 the left landing gear failed while making H
an extremely hard landing. The aircraft landed tail gheel first and then
the left landing gear strilking the ground which caused the inboard drag :

strut support bolt to shear and the drag link to break, The drag strut

eugport bolt was a 3/L% bolt, Checking of drag strut support bolts as pre-
«ribed in Boeing Fisld Servi.. News #33, dated 22 May, 194}, has been

made part of the dai]y inspection for all B-17 Aircraft on this Station,
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g s W/ NSE@NP%’A:.__
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HEANDQUARTERS 8 E-K-ls
KAF STATION NO. 106
Office of the Operations Officer

. 1.

APO 557,

. 3 November 19l

sum* Letter of Transmjttal,

TO : Comwanding Cenerzl, lst Bombardment Division, APO 557,
8

1% Trapsmitted herewith is AAF Form 1L and allied papers on dr-
craft accident, B-17G L2-102518, which occurred at this station on 23
October 19LL.

" Incls:

Tnel 2 - Co-Pilot's Statenent (in S0
Incl 3 - FCO's Statement (in quad)
Incl L = 2 sets of Photogrzphs (L prints ea)
Inel § = AP Form 1l (in quadd
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