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FIVE HUNDRED lURTY SEVlmH BOMHJ\RJl{!<JiT SQUADRON (H)
ARl{Y AIR FCRCES

O!tiee of the Operations Officer.

27 September 1944
SUBJECT I Pilot Ie SU temelt on Aircra!t Accident.

TO Group Operations Officer.

I Started &lgiMIL at 0515.

I then taxied out of di~raal area #36, turned right on the pllr'iaeter
track and taxied to runllJ' 1124 for take-o!!.

1 was parked on the perimeter track waiting to follol Ship #141 to
take-ott position. Slip #lJJ. Was coming trom disperNl area IS.

Wh8J.lShip #l4l Itarted out on the rWlway the Co-PUot ~d Lt. W. O.
Barns blinlced our right laMing u..t eo that he cwld see the position of III,Y
airplane #080. All of lAYposition lights were on. '

, He pulled out on the North end of runway #24 and stopped about two
lllinutes. Whenhe again started taxing he was at the extrelUe left of the
~q. 'Ne started to blink both l&ming l1&ilts when he started taxing ci)wn
the runwa,)'but h. didn't stop or turn. H, had hill left landing light on
while he wal taxing.

'lbe lett wing tip of hill Airplane I~uck the ,nose of rq Airplane at
05':32. The tip of the wing atNck at a pOint In the nose titl... the diift ....
is installed. It followed around ,the.~~e breaking out the plexiglue and
ripping the chin tlfiTet ott. It lal hanging from the nose ot the plane bl
the lIires.

It lwung his plane aroUnd 10 that· he 1I&Stacing me. ll,y No 1 e~ne
and his No 1 engine were approxiJlatel1 t-.:l feet apart when the Plane stopped
rolling.

Wecut our engines lIhon he atr\lck the Ship •

..Ckt&War
BJI!TO. Iiili1IN;
at Lt., Ail' Corp.,
Pilot.

. .
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~".D I:lalBARllllNT, ~U.nDi{l)U lli) iYUr!Y AIR nRax8
Offic. of the Operatlon. artie.r

2'/ Stpkll4ltr ~

ro I O}er"tiolli Orficer, 3o~1ihBIDDardnrln'IO Group (H), AA1, AA1 8tatiOll.
100, iU'O 05'1.

It I WII l1n1.nc up with the runway on the .nrem. len lide. I
did ,not .11 any airo'r~t on th., ~~r1luter too 0101' to tbe run"i1~' AI·I panld
the peral"'f; my lltfwini"t1p"'liti'uolc til. nOil of a ahip. on tbe per1llittr.
I d1l1 not "-i the Ihlp until &tter I ~d hi,t it. NOIlI;or III crt.dn the nll.1
'iDd ttil o~clCp1t r • .,o~·t'dul~'.::i.1l&Iley ~iftntii'on the aircratt.II' "

.~ •• --.-'~. 1 ,-" ,--' .~__ ., _. _ ..:.._-----' ..'_-_"-

, ,,:::.-

._ .. : .• :,:.... -_.. "'~"':.~i" _. . ' ....... ,,;......_.......~..._ ....~ t.' • ,_ .. _.. .-

\, :{l.'~
'~

':~

,
i

'II

I
i

!
'\

~,~...
','

,! "':~, .-
, ;::;'~:F,

:~::Ir·..
. '~. ,,_ ~...... -



ila.:

~
.• ,-' ,- r0t'·,"

'.'-- ... 0; -.'.-. ~., ." ,

. ~.
t. . .

i{E~UARTERS
MF STATION flO. 106

Orfioe of the Flying Oontrol Officer

R-A-1

29 Sept., 1944.

SUBJ~T' Taxi ACcident - lnvo1Ving Ala B-17, ClJOOPilot Brown and Ala B-17
6141 Pilot 8pr~~{.~ead.

TO I OQi.:J.{}Jij)OO OFFIO~'t.AAF Station No. 106, JJ'O 557.

1. On or about 0528. 27 S6pt., 1944 A/a 6080 and A/a 6141 0011ided at
interaection of perimeter track and 24 rUnway.
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(lJrIeI nuraU" cl aocIdent. Include ulement 01MpODlibilitJ' aDd recommendatlolll 'or aeUon 10prevent repetIUao)

It is the opinion of this board that the accident is one hundred (100) percent
pilot error. Se~nty (70) percent fault sf Second Lieutenant Donald G. Springated,
~95115, arti thirty- (0) percent fault of First Lieutenant Ben. O. Brown, Jr., 0-763929,

.'-ii1'
Pilot Lieutenant Brownwas parked ninety (90) deerees on perilleter track, that

intersected take-off runway, from the left. WhenLieutenant Springsted taxied froll
perillleter track that intersected take-off runway from the right. He taxied to the
axtrelD!l aft end of runny. stopped in middle of runway, then taxied. to' extrem left
side of take-off rumray. While taxiing on extreme left side of runway the lett, wing
of his a.ircrai't (411~14l) collided wi~h the nose se~on of Liej.1tenant Br!*Jl" '
aircraft (44-6080). : _ " :... ,...

, ,., '_ • t" ~."", .' ,.','

The co-pllot -.on Lieutenant Browns cx:ew-n.a:shed landing lights to, shOlr_ L1~utenant .
, Springsted their p6sition~ Ligh_ts wer~' flashed' Be~fai t1l!es when Lieutenant. Sprmgsted
t\l1'Iled'o!! per1nieter to runway and aga~.when ~:lW extreme )Aft aid. Qftr~.

- _Lieutenant Springsted, ill co-pi~ot, nayigator,' an~ bombardier did riot,see:la(Iding ..
. lights fl&ahed'1'roli Lieutenant BrOwn's aircraft.'· ' '" ,.', .. '" ~- ., , . .-

", ' .i, ' • . " . , . - : ,..' .'~.~" ,~ • ~, ,,,. { '. " ':

Lieutenant springsted kept his ~!t landing light on constantl1 which cut doWn
his vision of obstacles on his left side to a certain extent. Lieutenant Springsted
should have tlashed his landing lights alternately, which would have enables hiJI to
se,. rwming light8 .and foration ;l..1ghts on Lieut~nillt Brown's aircraft .,r. eaai~.

,Lieutenant. Brown_tailed to :'~ow epough',-apace.:trol\ edge or rUll1la1for wing tip
clear. nos of .~ tax~jng ~to tak.e~f'f positon. . . . . '~. .

II I The.'m1st~kes made causing this acoid~nt will:be br.ought to tb! attention ofIf all f~ing personnel. .
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