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DESCRIPTION OF ACCIDENT

(Brief narrative of accident. Include stat t of responsibility and recommendations for action to prevent repetition)

1, While assembling for a combat mission on 22 February 194k, when the
accident invelving lst Lt. S. R. Jeter, in aircraft number 42-31516, he wmas
flying number four position in the lead squadron of the 3@ith Bomb Group (H).

2. The Mthmﬂ_&ommtﬂiﬂdﬂhmqmqf :
cgrodned:w.ndwn 3 to Moleswerth on & heading of 60 teo meet ,
the other two greups of the Llst Cembat Wing, - _ g B[ Ceneld

3. When at a point appraximately three to four miles soith of eur ¥ase, .
a formation appeared on our left and level in a medium bank to their left, ‘as
though they intended to join our formation., It was observed seconds later that
the formation tuming was on a collision course.with our group., The 5
leader, Major G. W. Harris, Jr., instrusted the pilet of the lead \ u!
dive, since it was the enly direction left te maneuver, The pilet did eo, ,
however the 303rd Group pessed clese everhead; it was at this point that
Lt. Jeter's plans collided with one from the 303rd Greup.

Le Both group leaders involved in the accident are held responsible for
the collision, esince at least one of them should have realised the situation
and positioned his group accordingly, to avdid any possibility of a collision
course,

Se In order to prevent future accidents of this nature, all lsaders
are cautioned at each briefing of the importance of the pilot and co-pilot
) being constantly on the alert during Group, Wing, and Diyisioh assem) »
"and avoid at all times getting their grotp on a collision wourse of another
groups Also the lead bombardiers and navigators are being briefed to warn
the pilot if in their opinion they are on & collision course with another
groupe
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360433 1st Wrapper Ind. E-G=12
Hq. Bighth Air Force, AMO 634, c/o Fostmaster, New York, N.Y.

T™: Chief, Flying Safety, AAF, Winston Salem 1, N, C,

l. Transmitted herewith WDAAF Forms No. 14 and allied papers on the follow-
irng aireoraft accidents:

a, lst Lt, Sydney R. Jeter, B-17GC number 42-31516,
b, Capt. Charles H, Feller, P=47D number L2-8LL6,
Ce 2nd Lt. Howard K. Phillips, B-2LH number 41-2814l4,
d., Cept, Rodney (M) Freeman, B-24J number 4L2-109812,

2. Concur.

Fer the Commanding General: %( | L/
&,

) Inecls: ¢
As above. .
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DESCRIPTION OF ACCIDENT

(Brief narrative of accident.  Include statement of responsibility and recommendations for action to prevent repetition)

1, Meleswerth and Oraftem Underweed were im the precess eof forming Greups for
& Combat Missiem and each was oirolimg hia ewn field assembling. The twe
patterns everlap and as im the case ef mest assemblies the Greup Leaders have
te mansuver semewhat te aveid ether Greups. Our Leader steepemed his turm te
aveid cellisiem and the ether Oreup Leader apparently dida't act seea enough
and at last pessible mement tried te dive umder eur fermatien, his tep man
strikiag eur secend elemeat leader of the lead squadrem amd shearimg eff his
tail sectiea. Our ship went ia a dive te the greund and expleded; Graftea's =

AL spinning, in;and expleding.

- i

2. Pields are tee clese tegether te aveid everlapping patterms te s certain
degree and Greup Leaders aad Pilets are te be imstructed te de vieleat mameuv-

ering in erder te aveid the pessibility eof a mid air cellisienm,
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STATEMENT

On assembly for the mission of 22 Pebruary, 1944 I, as Tail-Gunner
on the Lead shin, witnessed the collision of Lt. John W, Stuermer's
nircraft 47=320L1 with another from the High Squadron of amother Group,
Our Squadron wns in the process of forming with tho Lerd element already
formed, The second alement was trniling and almost to the point of jJoin-
inz the formation, I noticel the other Group coming insat approxiamately
2130 o'clock and on a collision course, Our plane was in a turn at the
time and I noticed that my pilot incresmsed the steepness in order to avoid
the other aircraft, but the other Group made no noticeadle effort to turn
and held a straight ctendy course., As a rersult their High Squadron hit
our second element, Lt. Stuermer's.ship was hit Just aft of the main
entrance door and the Tall was sheered off., He immediatley went in%to a
dive »nd the other ship went into a spin,

' WWM

2CIS H, STRHDIR ?1880
S/Szt. 358th Bomd Sq H




1 March, 1944,

1. Un the moraing of 22 February, 1944 while our Group was circling
the field, assembling above the overcast, I noticed another Group at
2 U'clock a% our altitude on a collision course with us,

2. I was flyinz #3 position in the Lead Squadron anl had just switch-
ed to interpione to ask who had taken over the 2nd elemént lead as #4 had
failed to take-off, 1lst Lt. John W. Stuermer in #6 had to move wp to #4
position, I had kent tabs on the other Group and as we circled, they made
no attempt to gain or lose altitude or vary their course. My leader had
staepened his turn to zet away froz them assuming that they in turn would
turn to the lefl and avoid us., At the last mimute they started a dive to
svoid collision and my Ta!l Cunner warned me that they were going to be very
close. e then told me that an aircraft of the other Group had hit Lt,
Stuermer's ship, shearing the entire fail assemdly off. Lt. Stuermer's
ship nosod up, then dived down. I saw his ship just after he was hit,

at seven o'clock, The other ship spun in,
<1§%§}n..uonmnnlr..

: \}lt Lt., Air Oorps,

QONFI: 714




h
STATEMENT

At approxinately 0930 hours, 22 Februvary, 1944, as
ve were watching acssembly procedure, I saw an aircraft
plunce from an altitude of abecut 5=7000 feet with prrt of
{t's tail sectlon apparently gone., COthers in the tower
rcported seeling two alrcraft falling. Tnis wae In the general
dircction cf Chelveston--stout 235°, 8 milecs,

Our crash tender wocc immediately dispatched., A call was
placed to Chelveston Flying Control whe informed us that they
had already sent ambulances. Our ambulances were ordered to
standby., First Division was informed and they asked that we
send one ambulance to the scene. e complied. The position
WL 41€9 was given to us by First I'ivistog. Chelveston stated
that they had notified their Ordnance Section, Our Ordnance
Section was also notifiled.

At 0048 we were informed by 358th Operations that cne of the
alrcraft was thelrs--041, Lt, Stuermer., A gunner who balled
out had just telephoned his Squadron, 7This information was
passed to Group Operations and irst Divisicn, Division then
reporied that tho other aircraft was from Grafton Underwocd.
Division alec had reporte that two or three other chutes had
been seen. <

About 1015 Grafton Underwood called and asked if we had
taken Crash Action, Ve replied in the affirmative. They
stated that the Bombardier and lavigator from their aircraft
were safg, Arrangements were made for Chelveston to supply
cuards for the scene of the accident,

At approximately 2130 hours, two men from our Crash
Crew who had been on the scene most of the day reported that
when they left(about 2030 hours) seven bodies (Grafton Under-
wood) had not been removed from the area, Graftcon Underwood

weg Iinformed of the matter,

<nd Lleut.,, Alr Corps,
Flying Control Officer,

. CONFIDENTIAL-
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Statement of Witness to E=17 ¥ideAlr Collision 22 February, 1944 ,
Neer Station No. 107,

-

At approximately 0930 hours on the 22nd of February, 1544 my
attention was called to a B-17 A/C at about 9,000 feet approximately
12 miles southwest of Station Noe 107, This A/C was going slmost
straight up when I noticed it. It then epperently stalled and started
to spin down. At this point I also noticed ancther Bel7 a few
hundred feet Welow the first mentioned A/C, elso spinning down. I
watched both A/C spin earthward until they pessed behind e cloude.
They appeared agein, beneath the cloud, and struck the earth sending
up large columns of smoke. I eassumed et the time that  mid-air
collision had occured, ard this later developed tc be true.

EN

JLCUIS ¥. SCHULSTAD,
Captein, AC,




1 March, 1944,

1. Cn 22 Fedruary, Jokh, about 03935 hours, we were forming the Group
for a nmission., Ve wWere at 9,000 feot, about two miles north-nsrithenst of
AAF Strntion 107 with three airplanes in formation aund three more coming up.
"o gtarted s one half neodlo width turn to the left nnd were about on a
heading of 180°, nal about one half way throush our turn when I looked
across the coclpit and saw a “ormation of alrcraft approaching on a collie-
ion courge. I eteepcnald the turn ir an effort to clear mr formtion and to
make 1t easler Tor the aircraft in the other formation %o clear us, If he
hadeazde n 15 to 20 degree turn to the left he would have clasred, Instead
he dlved and in 8o doinz he ran his high squadron through the thrse %railing
aircraft in ny formation,

2. One of these alreraft colidod with ship number 42-38041, piloted
by Lt, JOHL W. STUZRIER, ghenring his tail off, Lt, STUZAMER was in a bank
at the time and did no% gee the other aircraft, VWhen his tail hed been
ghental off (Just at th2 rear entrance door) ha went stralght into the

ground in o dive, The other alrcraft went dewn in a spin, One man asceped
fron the alrceraft flown by Lt, STUZRMER,
/
R, UISCHALL,
Hzjor, Air'Corps,
-

CONTIDENTIAL
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360,33 1st Wrapper Ind. E=JJ-4
Hq. Bighth Alir Force, AFO 634, o/o Postmaster, New York, N.¥e1 AR 1944

S

T0: Chief, Flying Safety, AAP, Winston Salem 1, N.C,

1. Transmitted herewith WDAAF Forms No. 14 and allied papers on the
following aircraft accidents:

a, 1lst Lt. John W. Stuermer, 3-17GC number L42-38041.
b. 2nd Lt. John W, Banks, 3-24H number 52196,
¢. F/0 Kelley R. Moutray, P-513 number 43-68L40,

2. Conour,

For the Commanding General:

D lscdec 1L K
L LUIE W, HOEBS,
“ AGD,
4yt Adiutant General,
3 Incls:.
As above.

~ CONFIDENTIAL
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