384th BOMB GROUP INC.

650 Snug Harbor Drive
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NOVEMBER 2006

TWENTIETH REUNION
Washington, DC

Having the Twenneth Reunion in
our Nation’s Capital was exactly the
right cheice and everyone seemed $o
pleased with the tours and evenrs that
were so well planned and prepared.
There was no doubt thar seeing the
World War Il memonal was one of the
highlights, if not the highlight of the
trip. Many of us had not seen it since
it was finished a few years ago and
this was so appropriate for our veter-
ans and their wives. What hetter way
to recognize them for all they sacri-
ficed so many years ago,

The roops began to gather at the
Melean Hilton on Tuesday. well in
advance of the reunton dates of 14-17
September, and many of us did some
private sight-seeing and meeting with
old friends. It was a chance to spin-
up for the exeiting times meeting with
our Group friends and taking all those photos and hashing over
old and not-so-old times we've had together over the years. It
was also a chance to meet new friends.

Thursday was check-in for most of our troops and also the day
the Board met to make decisions on this and the next reunion. We
solidified plans for this reunion with slight adjustments being
made in imes and locations to accommodate changes in availabil-
ity, e1c. A vote was taken and passed on keeping the Reunions on
a bi-annual plan, with the 215t being in 2008. That reunion loca-
tion was voted on and accepted to be in Dayvton, Ohio with the
planincluding visiting and possibly using the Air Force Muscum.
The more central location will hopefully attract more members to
attend with hopetully more reasonable travel costs and distance.

Friday momning began very carly for some, as at 8:00 the first
Mext Generation (NexGen) meeting was held to gather all those
who might be interested in perpetuating the lepacy of the 384th
through assisting the Group in planning, funding and executing
future 384th BG operations, including reunions, gatherings, pres-
ervanon of artifacts and recording history. All who attended are
invited to join the 384th as associate members and help us sup-

port this impornant effort. Your
dues will be the most inumediate
support, but you are encour-
aged to contact NexGen mem-
hers through Frank Alfter o1
Fred Preller.

At 9:30 we boarded buses
and headed downtown to the
memorials, with the first stop
being at the Korcan memorial,
The Korean memorial gave us
all exactly the feeling I think 11
was meant to . . . they were
ghost-like figures of soldiers in
that “forgotten” war and
brought alive some of the vi-
sions of that war. We walked
from there to the Victnam me-
morial. probably the most cel-
ebrated memeornal 1n DC, and
then boarded the buses for the short trip to the other end of the
Reflecting Pool where the WWIT memorial is located. This is a very
well laid-out memorial with so much information and faniastic bas
reliefs that told many stories.

Adter a very mshed lunch in Union Station, which is rich in archi-
tectural beauty, we headed for Arlington Cemetery for a tram tour ol
part of this vast resting place for so many heroes. The tram took us
to Joln F. Kennedy's gravesite and also provided us with a pan.
orama of the city of Washington. It was very interesting that Rober
Kenncdy's grave is marked with the only wooden ¢ross in the entire
cemelery. From there we hurried over to the Tomb of the Unknown:
to witness the precision demonstrated in the changing of the guards
This was a very special treat for all of us to see and will undoubrediy
remain vivid in our memories for a long time.

Friday evening found all of us at the no-host cocktail party whict
preceded the evening dinner. This was a great opportunity to cha
with friends old and new and leam more about our Group's legacy
first-hand from our heroes. The day was a very busy one and we al
retired at a respectable hour in preparation for the following day™

events. y
{Continued on next page)
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Saturday moming again began carly for some of us as the busi-
ness portion of the Nex(ien mecting was conducted at 8:00, nght
before the Group’s General Business meeting. Duning the NexGen
meeting most of the erganizational planning was done and sub-com-
miltees were established with chairs selected and plans tor funire
business were drafted. It was dectded that the NexGen organization
would be called the 384th Bomb Group NexGen Committee, naking it
tetally a sub-function orunit of the 384th 3G The only purpose of the
comnuttee 15 1o support the operations of the Group and preserve the
legacy of the same long into the future, For more details about the
meching apd the committee, please contact Frank Alfter at

" FAlfter@excen.384thBombGroup.com

Home Phone: 937-306-2142

I'hat afternoon at 12:30 we boarded buses again and headed for
the new MNational Air & Space Museum at the Udvar-Hazey Center at
Dulles Airport. The first order of business upon arrival at the muscum
was to take a group photo of all anending veterans in front of the
Boeing Model 307, an arrhiner based mostly on the B-17 and the clos-
est atrcraft they have at the moment to our famed Flying Fortress. We
had 30 guys posing tor photos and about 20 cameras or more flash-
ing at them. It was really a magical moment that seemed to attract
cameras like the true heroes they are. We then took photos of the
puys who were on the first and last nussions of the European War,
The rest of the afternoon was free to wander about the expansive
new NASM 1o see all the great displays from WWI through current
fighter amcraft like the F-35_ 1 believe the Enola Gay was the most
impressive of all

Saturday evening rumed out 1o be the grandest of all balls. At the
cocktail lounge there were dozens of our people wandering around
irying to photograph as many people as they could, thinking they
didn’t want to miss the chance to record this evening of comradeship
and memory-making. As we were “chimed” into the ballroom for an
exquisite dinner, the music of Glenn Miller could be heard and many
folks seemed to be dancing their way to their tables to drop purses
and coats and then VIFR 1o the dance floor. Tt was as if the Pied Piper
were drawing everyone to the floor. ltwas magic and the whole evening
progressed that way leading all of us 1o not want it to end. Again, the
cameras were ever-present and much fnvolilty was recorded for pos-
terity. It was well towards midnight before the last of the 384th retired
for the evening. It was indeed a night that won't soon be forgolten
and was the perfect way to lead many to the next reunion in Dayton,

Frank Alfter

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

[he 2ith Reunion of the 384th Bomb Group. Inc. took place ot the
Hilton Hotel, Mclean, Virgimia on September [4th 0 September
1 7th, 2000,

We had an excellent turnout for the Reunion, |10 Members,
Spouses and Guests, this number included a number of our Associate
Members, These younger members have taken a keen interestin the
384th and thanks to their interest they will keep the memories of the
384ih alive for years to come. These Associate Members are headed
by Frank Alfter, who's Father was a Member of the 384th and based at
Grafton Underwood during WWIIL Frank is a very actuve Member.
During the Reunion Business Meeting he was elected Reunion
Bresident for the 215t Reunion, As you may know, the Reunion
President for the 20th Reumon was Quentin Bland. Because of the
excellent work both men have done for the 384th Bomb Group. Inc.
was not only the reason for their selections for Reunion President but
also the reason that they have both been appointed members of the
Board of Directors. These appointments, along with the other Associate
Members, will keep the 384th Bomb Group, Inc. alive and well.

‘The next Reunion will take place at Davion, Ohio, fime and place
will be announced in a forthcoming Newsletter. After much discussion.
the City 1o select for the next Reuion took place. We are aware that
Jayton was the city for a past Reunion, but because McConnell Air
Force Base is in Dayton and the fact that Frank Alfter is a resident of
Dayton. are the pnme reasons for the sclection of Dayton, Chio. At
the past Dayton Reunion we were hosted by the Air Buse, Frank
Alfter is a Retired Air Force Colonel and we are hoping. through him,
that the Base will again Host our Reumon

I will be making a trip to Dayton in the near future to select the
Hotel and meet with Frank and Members of the McConnell Air Force
Baze
Uniil next ume!

Liovd W. Whitlow, FPresident
Board of Direciors
I84th Bomb Group, Inc.
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Board Mecting Lloyd & Donna Whitlow

B g T .
Irene Thenmpson, Kathleen Parter, Left to Right: Ted, Quentin, Lloyel, Frank Alfter,
Spencer Forter, Don Thompson 3 Donna. Margaret. Cocktail Reception before Dinner Daru



The Ziebas - Jean, Nathan, Linnea & Andy
Sept. 06
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Frank & Carol Alfter Joe & Jean Carnes, Don & Irene Thompsor



Pegay & Vern Arnold & Fred Preller

Don Thompson. Hoy Snyder Joe & Jean Carnes

Col. Horaee Frink




Isabelle Engels. Gene Goodrick & Gt Rembers
Daughiter Chaisty



Gene Goodrick, Irene & Don Thompson,
Isabelle Engels

Donna, Margaret, Ted & Wally Davidson Ted Rothschild, Stella Snyder
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545th Squad Member at Arlington Cemeteny R f_'oI. Horace Frink
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Frank & Carol Alfter
Irene & Don Tl HHTIIS0N

Jean Zieba & Grandsons
Nathan & Andy (Cousins)

Arlene & Morgan Himmelstein



View up Mall from Lincoln Memorial



Memorird of the Nurses



2006 REUNION

The 384th B.G. [H) 2006 Reunion is now part of
history. nearly 30 veterans attended and with
dependents the total was 100.

It was always nice mecting old friends, regretably
some familiar faces were missing. From my point
of view some of the veterans I had not seen for 30
yvears. As cver the Reunlon was a great success.
Most poinent was the visit to Arlington Cemetery
where the remains of over 270,000 veterans are
interned. What a price freedom has.

The tour of the US Capital was a real experience
as one was able to see for real the sites we have
heard of, Jefferson Memorial, Lincoln Memorial,
White House and the future Air Force Memorial
to name but a few.

The tour of the National Air and Space Museum
at Dulles airport was quite an eyve opener, the
size of the space shuttle was mind blowing and to
see the Enola Gay close up was to sec a true
piece of history. The pilot of Enola Gay. Paul
Tibbetts flew as pilot of a B-17 of the 97th B.G.
(H) when this unit flew the very first mission of
the Eighth Army Air Force when they bombed the
railway marshallling yards at Roucn France on
August 17th, 1842, This mission was [lown [rom
the airfield here at Graiton-Underwood and all
we all know the 384th B.G. (H) had the distinction
of dropping the last bombs carried by the Eighth
U.S.AA. from England in World War 1l when from
the same airfield they hombed the Skoda Works
at Pilsen Czechslovakia on the 25th April 1945.

At the Board of Directors meeting it was decided
the next Reunion would be held at Dayton, Ohio
in 2008. Dayton is the home of Wright Patterson
A F.B. which houses the largest collection of
aircrafll in the world. The 384ith B.G. (H) has a
MemorialTree planted by members many years
ago along with other artifacts.

The NexGen. that is offspring from veterans
had meetings and decided on future projects that
would keep the flame burning for the 384th in
the future.

The 2006 Reunion was a great success and 2008
will be here before we know it, so make a date for
2008.

KEEP THE SHOW ON THE ROAD

Sincerely,
Quentin Bland
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INFORMATION YOU SHOULD EKNOW

We have a very good group of younger Associate
Members, who are working to improve the 3384th.
One [ will mention to vou all is Mark Meehl. He is
taking over collecting our records, pictures and
any information on the 384th Bomb Group. He
will catalog and record everything he gets and
will make it all available to us, if we should need
same. So whatever you have that you want to
keep in the 384th Bomb Group. send it to him.

Address: Mark Mechl
528 North 2nd
Seward, NE 68434

I personally approve of this, from a letter I
received from Mark Meehl. | belileve he will do a
great job.

We are trying to provide vou all better service
and save the Group money at the same time with
letters, the newsletter, and any other
correspondence. If vou have an e-mail address,
would you please send it to Frank Allter at:

“FAlfter@NexGen. 384thBombGroup. com
INFORMATION FROM WAR MUSEUM
IN WASHINGTON, D.C.
How can I register a name in the Registry?

You may enter a name in the registry via the
inlernet or by mail. To register a name via the
internel, go to http://www. wwiimemorial.com.
Click on the "WWII Registry™ button at the left.
Follow the online instructions to enter the name
vou wish to honor. To register a name via mail.
call 1-800-639-4992 and a [ormn will be mailed to
yvou with instructions.

Ted Rothschiled
Chief Cook & Botile Washer

DUE'S ENVELOPE IN NEWSLETTER
WILL BE FOR YEAR 2007
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AN as ofn/f/zooé
ADAMS, JACK SWEET HOME, OR
CHESLOW, MORRIS MONROE TOWNSHIP. NJ
FIELDS, JAMES PHOENIX, AZ
FEINGOLD, AL ALEXANDRIA, VA
HARTENFELD, LOUIS STOCKTON, CA
JACKSON, WILLIAM SAN MARCOS, CA
LIPPENCOTT, EARL NEW BLOOMFIELD, PA
MORGAN, JAMES RENO, NV
SHADE, . WILLIAM FLEETWOOD, PA
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