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By S/Sgt. Francis R. Sylvia 

Flexible Gunner 

547th Bomb Squadron, 384th Bomb Group 

 

This first-person account of the experiences of the author during and following his 

final combat mission was contributed by his daughter Susan, by way of Justin Young 

in the UK. Here is how we first became aware of it: 

Message: Hello, I've just come into possession of a quite amazing 

account by Sgt. Francis R Sylvia, flexible gunner on 'Patches II', shot 

down on 14th October 1943 - your website 

 

The hand-written account by Sgt. Sylvia is 23 A4 pages, passed onto my 

by his daughter and gives a hugely detailed and vivid account of his 

last mission. He talks in great detail of the events leading up to and 

during the attack/escape of himself and crew from the burning aircraft 

and his subsequent escape to Switzerland. It's something that really 

should be shared and would mean a great deal to Sgt. Sylvia's daughter, 

as 

only her and myself have read it. If this is of interest to use on 

your website, let me know and I will scan and email copies. 

 

 

Erratum 

• Official records identify the aircraft flown by the Ogilvie crew on 14 October 

1943 as 42-31059, no known name, rather than 42-3441, "PATCHES II," as 

stated in this account. 

http://384thbombgroup.com/_content/_pages/person.php?PersonKey=3941







































