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Co-Okdisinted Thrust One
- Of War’s Biggest; Nazis

£ _ Fierée:Batl;l_es :

. A force of 13,000 American war-
planes ydsterday clamped tighter the
aerial : squeeze . on Germany and
Nazi-held Europe; striking from north
and south’ in_one of the heaviest co-
_ordinated attacks of the war. ’
-~ Between 750 and 1,000 Eighth Air

e

Sotith Aitacks Renew

~Poree Fortresses and Liberators, es-

‘eorted : by the “same : pumber of

fighters, slugged their way more than
300 miles to hit airdromes near Munich
and aircrnft factories at Friedrichshafen.
. From bases in luly, a force of 500 to
740 Forts and Liberators of the 15th Air
-Force, with-as many fighters, ‘thundered
across the Balkans to hit Bucharest, capi-
ta} - of, Rumaniy, m'%eeu at- Ploesti and
gn mircralt plant at_Belgrade, in Yugo-
SRVt e Y
As t?\e huge. forcé of heavies from the
FTO punched through German defenses
over the southwestern Reich, some of the
figivters swoo

‘Capt.<Siephen W Andrew,: of - Dallas,

Tex., cluimed 28 cnemy sircraft destroyed,

37 -of them ; on- the ground;.and /Lt
Edwin’ L., Héller, of Schnecksville, Pa.,
set up some sort of & record by getting
seven on the ground—four.Mellls, two
Julss and one .Jul2 transport—while

down on German_ air- .
ficids, and left; sbores of . parked Nazi.
planes-buming after strafing attacks, . .
" One Mustang squadron, commanded.by.

Capt. Robert € MacKesn, 6f-Yonkers,

Y., destroyed five on the ground., |
QOther fighter groups reported bitter air
Battles with Nazj imerceptory, bt a few
uaits smade. the entire trip without aerial
gombat. o,
' Sixth Misslon in 8 Days :
Most of the bomber formations, which
split into task forces &5 they skirted the
Swiss borders, Found clear weather to pin-
point their targets ns they carded out
their sixth aperation in the Jast eight days.
They were pieking up the« pre-invasion
_ bliz where the Mamuders, Havocs and
‘long-range fighters Jeft it fate Sunday
evening. .
German radio stations described the
ogress of the bomber formations actoss
urope as they closed in from north and
south, and claimed that “gigantic air
-batiles”’ were being fought by the Lufus
walfe a3 it sought 1o presetve some of the

battered faciorics which, it was tevealed

Sunday, even now are unable fo replace
gucrent losses, -

One Foriress division came back from

Friedrichshafen 10 report not a siagle
sttack by enemy fighters, although a

few were sighted in the distance, but a-

-veteran B17 division ran into ore of the
toughest  batiles of jts_caresr,. with the
Nazis hurling ket-firing i 1
and single- and (win-cngined pla
headiong:flight at the bombers.. -

Prola
mnto

Liberators fiew-back to base after what

one crewman called “a perfect mission,”

and reported atucks by .only three
fighters : e, -
While there . was - no . immediate

anncuncement of losses or claims, it

seemed likely from finofficial reports that,

including planes desiroyed on the ground,
[thc fighters had experienced one of their
" best days. e
Nor was there any- announcement of
specific targets other than Friedrichshafen,
but from Switzeriand came reports that
big fires could be seen burning across the
Swiss-German  border: at»-Ocberlinger,
Meersburg, Markdorf~and - Amzell, all
within & 20-mile radins . of - Friedrichs-
hafen.

1eight U.S. bombers hadicrash-landed on

-

‘thept up the ha

-{ targets, hittin

-1 Liege. y fr
+{ Namur, without loss, the Ninth Air Fos
‘| bomber men could see st least 14

- Othér Swiss dispatchiy said that at

mewiral territory.  One message said that
Swiss fighters had v;-.:herdcd’idamnd
Amgrican bombers -to 1 forced landings

- 4 vent iOLEl‘imﬂ’ 3
early in the morning afier the RAF had -
kept the offensive going with night blows
on Bilvorde, s German communicitions
depot near Brussels, in-. i
Munnheim, in German
six_aireraft, . a
The Luftwaffe, for ity wed
was still a tighting force 10-be reckoris
with when it sent night bombetfs aga
southern  and sbuthwestern. Engh
losing tive planes in.what may have b
a reconnaissance in force to check Brit
POTL ACIivRtY. ST
With yesterday multaneous  heavy
blows from Italy and Britain, the main
weight of attack was getting back to ig
Europe, following the two-a-day ra
Marauders and Havocs on Supday, w
mmering of the A
Waill invasion defenses,. .- - .
Rad Yards
After & morning foray -against tar
i northern France, .the B26s and -A
went back to the offensive against rail
the train-pecked
Namur, in Belgiu:
tion in six days.
Allied reconnais ; 2
day afterncon had ponc snooping
Beigium and came Home just before
with the discovery, of . j
Ereight yards at Namur, ;
ground crews, having prepared nine b
in six days, rushed & bastle fleet 10
ness, and air crews took. them off to
junction point of the. five rail lines fry
Brussels, Mons, Luxemberg, Cologne p
When they turned awa

and one ctrain apparently laden with
ammunition hid-exploded with devastats
ing effect over the whole area. -




surrounded the crashe&~plane, that had been hit by Plak and  fighters _
during . an. attack on  Oberpfaffenhofen and  tried to eéscape to
Switzerland. Are these nervous kids going to shoot? It was the '24th "
of April, a day that Leslie Jackson will never forget, S

~The former member of an American bomber crew in World war IT is  today

a. financial - consultant in suburban Washington. That, which at ‘the -

;"tima;{ggve him quite & sScare, has been_transfarmed, Strange to say,

_ intoa'umtriendship £br Euesseh;i_Thiufnast-year('Jackson_ visitsd?,the-_f,
. town ' on. the Lech River to find the1spQ£3vher§; the plane hit the
ground. ¢ For ‘many years he knew nothing about . the - crash site’ in

Germany. However, the help of the Paessenfcicy halI‘:br the oné_ tiﬁe:_ﬁ-'

enemy ‘and  current friend was 30 overwhelming that since that . time, .

This.  long forgotten story from the,yqur'lS&d'was-h:cught_to light by :
-Cilly':xable.. director . of the cultural department, ang Hans-Georg
Carls, a'gebgrapher from Wuerzburg with close ties to Fuessen. cCarls, _
wWhose profession is aerial Photography and its interpretation, offered
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| Ciliy Kahle, on'whosq'dask Jackson;szeséiréﬁ*into his war experience T
landed, had her own connection with the events of the ‘time. aAs a o

big: bird crashed. Word had gotten around swiftly in the city of " the
. Lech;’ "That was'a sensation", Kahle remembered, ruessen had largeiy -
* been  spared the direct effects of the war. In those days  the girls
'we:es moat.interested in getting hold of whatever goods were in shore e
Supply (organizing, they called itl.-.The,resourcet&l_girlSjknew, very ..
'well the Parachute material wad-éxcellantﬂfcr-se#inq' 8ilk - blouses.
- Cilly Rahle said; axcﬁaingfheraelt;_”otherwise-;here was nothing (like
(1) to be hag.» - T T RS e e

| ﬁhqn;Jackﬁéﬂfs5“1qttefrnith'hil5roqu§s€;:d§-iﬁtcfmatioﬁg':#ichedi th,ﬂ R
desk, she immedistely knew What it was about, A friendly letter went =~

: back  to - w&aﬁinytbaitron'citr'h&iiggxaackioﬁ"liarned"thgtﬁthe.;nlane;f5
- erashed - nga: the'£uesaen barracks and that the voune Prdeana.. A



‘was .xnmtlally locked in a cell in: the-"Hohen s:hloss - (the Viocél
- castle), as’ further research revealad.' ‘Guenther Knauss, deputy mayor,
-informed Jackson about this and sent him plctures of the. former cells =

'«-;and & picture booklet of " Fuesaan.

' '_The prasent ﬁay rlnancial consultant jetted across ‘the "Sig poﬁd“élast*

year and saw for himself where his first sortie from Bngland came to
an end. A farmer took him to the very place where the plane crashed
and whera a ccmerade lost his life.'

, Leslig Jackscn has lonq huried ths forner animosity. It turned into a
;. qreaﬁﬁenthusiasm about anything connected with Fuessen, reported Carls
.- following his’ wisit with thertormer flyer. A b1t of German*&maricanf3
- histaiy in miniature. i ' e

- Photo Caption: - The American,bomhnr made a belly lnnding on 2& April :
S 1944 at the "Forest corner curve”.  Leslie Jackson .
was in the plan@. The terrible event of that day has.

been transformed into enthusiasm for “Fuessen. ~ The’

o histcricalTpictu:é originates from the city archives.

tﬁﬁét- photo

Caption: - --The former crewnan of" the American bomber of the
oo o ... - Secomd World War (the picture on the left dates from
the time he was & priscner of war) has become a .
. friend of Fussen. The city of Fussen helped the
.- fimancial consultant from Waahiugton with. all kinds -
Tof informacion.." s




FUSSENER
. Amerikanischer Bomber sch
- Freund von

M hilft bei Nach!orseh

‘Fas / Nr. 205 F Dienstag, den 6. September 1988

‘aaserikantsche Bom! wﬁdmlnn
mmlmmmmm
dis shyeschmieste Maschine, die bet el
Fiak-Treffer abbekomnen batis und in
mmm.ﬁmdcﬂl

nummm:scx

. mw-a;kil!ndum
. mmmﬂrﬂmhﬁmm‘m
' mmtmdetMv.

tergegang
. WAL, Mlﬁum«d&tsmdwﬁ
. sturzstells in Deutschiand gewust. Do
"die Hilfs sus dem Fissener Rathaus 1
‘den einstigen Feind und heutigen Freu
. war so Gberwiltigend, daf Lesile Ja
T son seit dieser Zeit voller Stolz mit einy
Pipperl von Fdssen suf dem Auto b
umiihrt. )
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