384TH BOMB GROUP
544™ BOMB SQUADRON

MACR
296

"POW - Prisoner Of War: KIA - Killed In Action

384thbombgroup.com

17 Y | S —— 1943-08-17
8™ AF MISSION......cccucremmmnrnesirnannssnsnnienes 84
384™ BG MISSION.........covvmmrmnmmmmmnnisisnnannnns 17
CRASH LOCATION...... Niederheimbach, Ger
B-17F AIRCRAFT SERIAL #............. 42-29956
 Position Rank and Name [ Condition |
Pilot 2% Lt Jesse D Hausenfluck |KIA |
| Co-Pilot ~ |2™LtDonald B MacKenzie KIA
'Navigator _ 2™ Lt Charles W Everson POW
| Bombardier A 2" Lt Robert J Kennedy POW
'Radio Operator T/Sgt John R Kelly POW
 Engineer/Top Turret Gunner | S/Sgt John T Kilcourse POW
Ball Turret Gunner | SIsgt James A Traylor POW
Tail Gunner - S/Sgt John C Blauer _ | POW B
'Waist Gunner | Tisgt Thomas B Randolph POW |
 Left Waist Gunnel_' S/Sgt S¢ Sebastian Bucheri  |POW
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‘AR DEPARTMENT

“'”W . wapqfARTENS JRUY MR FORCES

7
.O ——— RSP A e . - —————————— "..' }"TC"
s L. A BRADUKAS, Lt. Ool., Al ASHI NG /

s b Mot - \ISSING AIR CIEW REPGRT

uate
IMPORTANT: This report will be compiled in triplicote by ench Army ALr
Forces organization within 48 hours of the ¢ime an aircreft is

officinlly reported missling.

1., ORGANIZATION: Loeation y Commnnd «* Alr Foroe VIIX _
Group gqu.E-u 544 v '”ch.cnt

B

2. SPFEC] FY! opcrturow 5
Intended Dntimtlon . Type of Missicn e
3, WEATHER COMDITIONS AND VISISILITY AT TILZ T w84 OR WMEN LAST ’fﬂ Rmm‘ —

4, &“!: ,h Date Tne T —;'-'r}i—f.gfn—?x':nm_n_;‘n_
of last known wheron 04.%51" —aireraft,
(b) Spooctfy whether (X) Last 5ig nced- ( ) lLrst contacted by Radiog
{ ) Forces Down; ( ) Seen Lo Crvr.h or ( ) 1"urrntlo¢! not Available,
S. IIRL.RM‘? WAS LOST, OR IS BELIEVED TO iJ VE BEEN LOST, AS A RESULT OF :{Check only
one { ) Enemy Mrcrn!‘t, { ) Boewy Arti-idrersft; ( ) vtm-r Ciroumstances as

follows Baip S56 ceatd 4 laad ) .
S CHEFTs Type, Wodel and Terles ; hehoFe Gorinl Namber T
T, ENGINES: Type, ”°d.1 and Sories : AJAF, Serial Nunber '"Eli'nlﬁ -

(v) Mg (d) _
8, INSTALLED WEBA Farnish Tow ® '()c I¥Pe #NC wr a Nunber

(.) ' (bg i (C) i .
(o) e (f 1 (g) ; ( )
9, THE PEISOPS LISTED BETON VENE TEPORTEY .51 (&) Dettle Casuslty
or (b) Yon-Bettle Cosuslty
10+ FRE R OF PERSONS APOLRT AIRCU\FT: Crew ; Pasgengers ; Total

(Starting with pilot, furnish the folTowing ‘perticulars; H"noro than 10
persons wers aboard airoraflt, 1ist almllnr sarticilars on sevorate sheet
ord attoch original to this "orr.)

Yame in Nll Serial

Crow Position

g

CRAFT, AND CHECK /PPROPRL Tr. CuU LJ' A 10 "’”f
Contnct«-u \.hﬂck CnlJL Ope Column

Y¥eme in Full Serinl by Lost oW Saw For cod

(Lest Name First) Rank Huabor Ardio Sighted Cresh Londing

STATEMENTS: (o) Parnchutes were used ; (b) rer'mm were seon vm.‘ h\, n—my

fron scene of orssh : or (¢) ‘ny other resson (Snroelfy)

13, ATT/.CH ABRIAL PHOTOTWZAH, MiP, CHART, OR SKETCH, SHOWING T ROILIE LOC TTOW
WHEERE ATRCW/ FT " AS LIST SEEY,

14, ATT/CH EYEWITNESS DESCRITION OF CR SM, PORCED LA'LINC, CR OTHER CIRCTIST,NCES
PERTAINING TO MISSING AIRCR.FT,

15, ATT..CH A DESCRI™ION OF 1I'E EXTENT OF SE&.RCH, IF /NY, ARD GIVE W/NE, RNK iND
SERIAL FIRBER OF OFTICER IN CH.RCE HEAE

Date of Report /j’,z“),..f A AT

) '.
G o L) et 0 h 2 NC

’



AFPPA-12 . - ¢

. ) ' (ASUALTY QURSTIONNAIRE ] 7y
1. Your nawe _AfAL:.;L_IELin £ qank 7Zrsz _ serial No.lP27/824
Bl -Peastee (1w {/Ns2
2. Organizstion J&4 op Con-and‘;'x{' RankL? (o4 Sqn CO NurTAL ~Renk(ArT
(full name) (full name)

5. What year 2 943 month A gy sr  day £7 _ did you g0 down? [ e o

. 4. W¥hat wag the mission, SwinC FURT .urgotBﬂLngﬁﬁW‘? FNNT ,target
B Mpododie  mtitude

time, L2 dorg Toute scheduled, —— &
route flown —2/Q Ahewliedae
5. Where were you when you left formation? Lo srdial Car. /‘.MM

6. Did you bail out? _Ye I

7. Did other members ol crew ba$)l out? YL S _— AdLL Qreesr PRaor

8. Tell all you know about when, where, how esch person in your aireraft for whom no
, individual questionnaire is attached bailed out. A crew list is attached. Please
give facts. If you don't know, eay: "No Knowledge". ZAz Ladiswing Menl 0
CEe s Patiad DuT . v . y ' )
- ; “M‘MLE_—ALM&AL-—A—MA Zo0 kot Fsr

2 1. X FAobe o T Ione glacks - -
& CAIRY o5 Socd g . -

3-‘—“] SciF.- §=RAn
o. Where did your aircraft strike the smd?_z;_.&wwﬂ

10. ¥nat members of your crew were in the aireraft when it atruck the ground? (Should
cross check with 8 above and individual westionnaires) ZAc Lidarl idaAl
' y Quas LI s b

11. Where were they in aireraft? g @l e L4 i = 2 o7 -

12, Wnat wae their condition? AL Muscn Flusk= Winusided o et X

13. When, where, and in what condition did you lust see any members not already des-
cribed above? ——-

14. Please give any similar {nformation on personnel of any other orew of which you
have knowledge. Indicate source of information.

(Any additional information may be writtem on the back)

6-3862, AF




AYPPA-11 . . .
w * ' INDIVIPUAL CASUALTY QUESTIONNAIRE
v
Neams of crow member: HAUSENFLUCK , Jesse D.
Rank: 2nd Lt.
Serial number: 0-665 305

Fosition: Crew (Bomber) xmoBbtghtotPightaxd: Pilot

Did he bail out? A

Where?

Ifnot,-hynot?gg' Rerna i cd 8T Cualt (s Ta Giwe aries = APy
/
Last contact or comnversation just prior to or at time of loss of plane: &M Ky

(g ldiig ég Z4e Cipuse QR whe bog Lo " Ve i e x

Was he injured? - & 7y e _So
Where was he when last seen? QLD 27 ZAe Loctrede

Any hearsay informatiom: Z (Lz. C
Sbik TR T e i kY.

Source: _ &/ o sram U7 .:"/_‘,’Lt.sg/y)

Any explanation of his fate based in part or wholly on suppositionm: ‘A: rzie é‘d;

Total number of missions of above crew member: /Q

Dates and destinations if possible: Seoc e, olZcs el Abdihldds.  —
Lo Floue Fhuaa Tiwe 3 b Alubt By 1983

6-3861, AF




APPPA-11 .

Hame of crew member: MadKENSIE, Demald B.
Rank: 24 kb
Serial number: N 79 &9

Fosition: Crew (Bomber) ssxilitghiciidgiax): Ce-Pilet

Did be bail out? , /e <

Where?

If not, why not?

Last contact or conversation just prior toor at time of loss of plane: L o9
Erg - Ak 7o _bus, Za sk
Was ho injured? V& 3 - ) 24 CKecT .

Where was hs when last seen? _o& 7 <o-Suor s:‘:c:e:'-/‘/::s "
Any hearsay information: == Qé/c é: V4 h.cﬁéey_. L Coaulflie of 4.:.4:.:'

Z; 2 PR V. dw

$) @

Source .'("‘ e LT % 7 [ QIT 09
Any explanation of his fate based in part or wholly on supposition: lﬁ Z7E o s

( p Ay FART AACnT M/.‘/&J 7/6__&7 e rAg Crillasiasl 2(

- ) o 1111, 'y A,

Tcial number of missions of above crew member: /oo

Dates and destinations if possible: 2o Froiupse (Se 0 a5 yaz)

6-3861, AF




—— . -« 2§t

A

L -

Neme of orew member: ¥ » " SXRW T L UCK , Jease D.
Rank: 2nd LS.

Serial number: 0-&H35 305

Position: Crew (Bomber) cpciightodBightecd: P1lln%

Did bhe bail out? No A Nowl ED L
Where? -

L

If not, why not? WOUNOED <~ SHIP PLEW v -

Last contact or conversation just prior to'or at time of loss of plane: AF /R A7 IR
FROM. & [FUGHIZTR ~THAT CAME ;v AT 1] O'COCA LE/Gw -  PIor ¢ cO-Ff1e0T
T, ENGINeES [ owed 2 Hi T ’ - =~

Was he injured? )O:‘g - .

Where was he when last seen? N /24 ANE

Any hearsay infomtion:(g:- QG omdd WVAK) 1 0RT by bl T SIRELE Q2R
o3 - WAs el TARIKNE ~{(nRy.) BLo00 wAY ComiNte THROLGH

T ”~ 7 .

< c g 0 {

Source: o L . RAML WAL

Any explanation of his fate based in part or wholly on supposition: A/

Total number of missiors of above crew member: Q) 4L 1/ o md;‘ed .

Dates and destinationa if possible: Quq).5
WoRWARY —

RIGL = KASIAZ ~ CLSFRKURH~ (seuwaipren ] - Ave. ) 7-£%53)

6-3861, AF




Nams of orew mesmber: mw&

Rank:

Serial number: m

Positicn: Crew (Bomber) W) Co-Piled
B 5 Batl. ot NO ISNow/ blsl s
Where? —_—

If not, why not? SAw s AS Prof

Last contact or conversation just prior to'or at time of loss of plane:
SR 4 S PIAD 7

Was he injured? ’I/é:

Where was he when last seen? y iy [Pl AT =

Any hearsay informatiom: L& =L JREV S e Jae KT

IVAS WET aly Tuk Bizp L

Source: _ S /vG anD WAV, —

‘of his fate based im part or wholly on suppositiom:
WHIEN | AR CHED THE STALRE RJ FRAVART. B SAYV #13 TAKET
W
' J‘H&PCOMJR o’” RO « A B =T JASVGEG Leo i =D w‘, Wo
THS TecKET O&iowgzo 70 mdcnmvzzx LELARCE | PiCKED 1T PP
A —

Prenm

Total number of missions of above crew meuber: Qa L ";m ”ef

Dates and destinations if poesible: S AYE A égtiﬂr

6-3861,AF




TY QURSTI IRE e ¢
s dvol?
TRmEs 7 Tt AIAe e e

Q/\) e/
Your name Rank _/_________ Serial No.

o, O 7 Pray i< . , -
Orgeniutlm57ﬁ Gp Commander ’thnx Gol. Sqn CONe /74« Amnk AT .
(full name) qn (full name)
What year /373 month Ao g. day £ 7  did you go down?

= GaEmmANy
What was the mission, SCHWE/AFLURT |, target, ,target
time, — ,altitude, - route scheduled, __

yroute flomn _AJ QAILLESD o

Where were you when you left formation? LM FRBNALLARL Vs Ziv o

Did you bail out? Y

Did other members ot crew bafl out? Yo

Tell all you know about when, where, how sach person {n your aircraft for whom no
indivicual questionnaire is attached bailed out. A crew list is attached. Please
give facts., If you don't know, say: "No Knowledge™.

vi l
wloN PR

Where did your aircraft strike the ground? Mo /{ne w LK

Woat members of your crew were in the aircraft when it struck the ground? (Should
cross cheek with 8 above and individual juestionnaires) f CAN'J 5AY I8 T
. = ;e = L. RO -

Where were they in aircraft?

Phat was their condition? O—

When, where, and in what condition dia you last ses any members not already des-
cribed above? ~ = - = - 'y

-~ - - -

~ atr £ el =

Plesse give any similar information on personnel of any other crew of which you
have knowledge. Indicate source of information.

,1{ — L sl

yika

-

(Any additional information may be written on the back)

6-3862,AF
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iy - P . . .
‘, 4 ’ s . . ° 4 ;;7‘
2 R \ ' INDIVIDUAL CASUALTY QUESTICHNAIRE -
¢ -
Meme of orew membe?: H AUSENF LU CK , Jesse D.
Rank : 2nd Lt.
Serial number: 0-665 305

. Positiom: Crew (Bomber) cuniihghtcxiBtgntead : Pilot

Did he bail cut? __

Where?

If not, why not?

Leat contect or conversation just prior to'or at time of loss of plame: <y vc i€ 215 - 4
he injmd? s ;AT 2L lak Cak sauis Lo
Where was he when last seen? 4

Any hearsay information:

Source:

Moy explanation of his fate based in part or wholly on suppositiom:

f -

Total number of missions of above crew member: «  (

Dates and destinations if possible:

ﬁ/,

6-“61. u




{
Name of crew member: HadkENXIR, Besald B.
Rank: ad Lt
Serial number: -7 O
Fosition: Crew (Bomber) mucittgmmittg): GCo-Filet

Did be bail out?

Where?

If not, why not?

Last contact or conversation just prior to'or at time of loss of plane:

4(""‘"5’" - - 3 . 4 -

f

Was he injured? ’ A

"4

Where was he when last seen?

Any hearsay informatiom: ~» /o 7 o

Source:

Any oxplanation of his fate based in part or wholly on suppositiom:

Total number of missions of above crew member:

Dates and destinatione if possible:

6-3961, AF
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R 14 '.‘:\ ;
AYFPA-11

.y ° . ) . .

* * INDIVIDUAL CASUALT? QUESTICNNAIRE

Name of orew member: K ASSENTF LICK , Jeases D.

Rank: Jod WS His correct rank is lst Lieutenant
Serial pumber: 0-665 205
Position: Crew (Bomber) onoEkishbiPighaen: 2llet

Did be bail cut? I do not think so.

Where? (none)

If not, why not? _ He had been hit, in the leg, by & 20 mm, cannon shell,

Last contact or conversation just prior to'or at time of loss of plane: He gave the order
to bail out to the rest of the crew--that was right after we had pulled out of
formation.

Was he injured? Yes——he was wounded in the right thigh--injury looked serious

Where was he when last seen? In the pilot's seat trying to keep the plane under contrel,

Any hearsay information: No hear informtion of any kind, As far as I could find out
I was the last one to see the pIIT:E and co-pllot alive, There was never sven a rumor

that either one bailed out,

Source: (RONE)

Mny explanation of his fate based in part or wholly on supposition: Yhen I left the cockpi!

to bail out, he did not have his chute on, and it is my idea, that he never had the time

or chance to bail out before the plane exploded. I say this because by the time I bailed
| B Oopened [ . " . 23 S ! fuile

Ty

» - D Qe LAY ) DU .
in the 3@0
Total number of missions of above crew nwor:w_
Dates and destinations if possidble: (1) 28 June 1 Seaumont le Roger, France
(2) 29 June 1943--Villa Coublay, France 4 Ju e ance (4 Sl
Heroya, Ko 28 J 1 Kassel, Ge 6 J 1 H g

7 J ke ssel, Germany ugust 1943--Gilsenkerchen, Germany (9) Poix
& Amiens, Brance—15 August 1943 (10) 16 August 1943--Le Bourget, France (11) 17 August

urt, Germany.

—

-

ohn T, KISe€ourse r AP
T/50T. 33 054 193 S o0on




1.
2.

3.

10.

11.

13.

14.

AFPPA-12

Your name _ John T, Kilcourse Renk _T/Sgte Serial No. 33 054 193
dJe william

Organization J84 Boop CommanderPeaslee  RankCol. Sqn CO Cilmore  ankCaptadn
(full name) (full name)
What year 1943 month August day __17th did you go doen?

What was the mission, _eleventh (11th) ,nrget.,w ,target
time, _ 1400 ,altitude, & 000 feet route scheduled, _no_knowledge
 route flown _DO KNOwWledgy

Where were you wvhen you left formation?
somewhere between 1. P, and the target.
Did you bail out? _YeS.

Did other memders ot crew bail out? _Yes-bombadier, navigator, redio oparator and
_asaistant, tail gunner and ball-turreai gunnel ' : o

' S

Tell all you know about when, where, how each person in your aireraft for whom no
{ndiviaual quectionnaire is attached bailed out. A crew list is attached. Please
{ye facts. If you don't know, say: "No Knowledge™. er crew [

side the pilot and co-pilot are safe-~1 do not know how or where they bailed out,

Where did your aircraft strike the ground? The plane exploded in mid air,

Woat members of your crew were in the aircraft whea it struck the ground? (Should
eross check with 8 above and individual ;uastlonn.lroa)

xhen it exploded.

Where were they in aircraft? In c t.

What was tleir condition? memmumm

When, where, and in what condition did you lagt see any members not slready des-

"eribed above?

memwmmﬂw .

Please give any similar {nformation on personnel of any other crew of which you
have knowledge. Indicate source of information.

NO KNCLEDGE.

.(Any additional information may be written on the back)

6-3862, AF




¢ 4 - RS A

: USENV LUCK yJeame D,
204 Mo

305

Crew (Bomber) mssiibigitbbtyhtaxy: 72iwvt

;

Did be bail ocut? Yot to uy knowledge

Where?

If not, why not? Mot definitely known

Last contast or conversation just prior to or at time of loss of plane:

iig gave the order to bail out over the ianter-phone

Was he injured? Yot definitely knownm .

Where was he when last seen? 1o the pilot's scat
Any hearsay information: ( p He calied for assistance after most of tae crew dad

left the ship, Wny he w nted the engineer, Sgt. Joan Kilcourse, is

unkown,

(I1) The Cermans reported him de-d,

) 384th Bomb. Gp.
Source{I)5 t, John Kelly, radio operater (111 ro)s

Any explanation of his fate based in part or wholly on supposition: He wau: wounded

gnd unable to bail ocut before the sudlp exploded, or he st.yed too long

to make sure the crew was all out, and wus caugat by the exzlosicon,

Total number of missions of above crew mubor:ileven

Dates and destinations if possible:Beaumont le Roger, fr,.,Le Mano, Fr.,Villa-

coublay, Fr.,Hderoya, Norway,Kiel, Cer., Kassel, Cer.,Hanuover, Cexr,,

Gelsenkirken, Cer., Poix & Aniens, Ffr., Le Pourpct. Fr,,Schweinfurt, Ger,

6-2861,AF




- Rank:
Serial number: o= T &9
Fosition: Crew (Bomber) smuidehtxiiiehten): Co-Pilet

Namw of crew member: HadKEREIR, Bosald B,
3 od L.

Did be bail out? roe '

Where? syer St

Coareau en. Lermacy

If not, why not?

Last contact or conversation just prior to'or at time of loss of plane:

art my rogltion,
1 rerronally g+w nim bail out at ihe aavi tor's escupe nutca, Just/

Wes he injured? ot noticeably

Where was be when last seen? balling out

Aoy hearsay information: Cerwans cevorted hix ig one of ®hedr nNospitals,

Source: Spt, John Kellv, radio guerator,

Any explanation of his fate based in part or wholly on suppositiom: Zyop thouch I

very definitely didn't se¢ any cigne of oic being wounded, I oeliese

ne wae severly wounded before he bailed out, This would c:iolain aig =

leaving via tne hateh instead of tae bombebay ng cnlled for by SOF, 1

believe ne suffered cneet wounds on.hie left eide--hie rignt was loward me,

1

Total number of missions of above crew member: . Ten :(10) Yy aTluplid A%y 1

Dates and destinations if possible: Peaumont le Roper, Pr, . Le Mans, Fr  Villa.

coublay, #r.,Jeroya, Norway, Kiel, Fer., Kas:zel, Cer., Gelsemkijken,.Ger,,

Eolx % Apdeng, ¥r.. Le Jouriet, Fr., Schueiafurt, Cer.

I ram Lt., Mackenzie's le~taer flyirg jacket w..en it wug given to
anotner priesoner., It uad toler in fromt snd b-ck on the lcft etide; the
the left £lee ) e

eeve € etiff ~e tiou h with dried dblood,

6-3861,AF




1.

2.
S

4.

10.

11.
12.

13.

14.

4

. GASUALTY QUESTTONRAIRE k>

Your name EVETSCN, CHARLES FILLIAN Renk lct Lt. Serial No. 0=79002220
Y RO
Organizetion 3541l Gp CommanderTD o Col Sqn COWLGIIMOUSok Capt
(full nams) (full name)

 What yesr __ 18435 month _August  day 17 did you go down?

P A

What was the mission, doiplition .tlrsot.wu,_mn;'targot
time, , R ,altitude, 24,000 (arc-rox route scheduled, 2

,route flown 2

Where were yoa when you left formation? Uvel St. GO&renausen, Cermany

Did you bail out? Yes

Did other members ot crew baf) out? Yee., all excertine the nilot, let Li .,
JESSE D, HAUSE" "LUCK

Tell all you know about when, where, how each person {n your aircraft for whom no
indivigual questionnaire is attached pailed out. A crew list is attached. Ploase
give facts. If you don't know, say: "No Knowledge®.l. . it. Pobert J. Ken \
no: & cECnre auten,direct.y on bail out order;Li. Lve..on 104
D. R Mackenzle wilo

3 . . Rennedy;Sgt, Randolpi, tail guaner, via
tail BALCH aller teverwsl alir viciories, Mest Ol Crews "o Rno‘ﬁIeE:'e'.

¥here did your aircratft strike the ground? Reportedly exploded in uir

Woat members of your crew were in the aireraft when it struck the ground? (Should
cross check with 8 above and individual ;uestlonuairoa)

Where were they in airerafi? Jeft rilot's scent

¥hat was thefir condition? vounded

When, where, and in what condition did you lust see any members not alroady des-
cribed above?

Please give any similar informaticn on personnel of any other crew of which you
bave knowledge. Indicate source of information.

(Any additional information may be written on the back)

6'%62’ ‘.'




b =

1. On this day a plane crashed near Niederheimbach anG QUAIrQG wWas paattd sabe LU
population of the locality.

2. Unfortunately, this citizen was killed in the war.

3. what I can recall is that this soldier was captured later at the
Niederheimbach train station by a guard waiting for his transportation.

4. We kids- I am the class of 1935 (born in 1935)-could not yet understand why
this must be.

5. Our teacher led us to the airplane's crash site, for every non-German was an
eneny .

6. As a child, one believed much of what later is seen as madness.

7. My father and also some aQuaintances lost their lives in the war.

8. Caring people still only realize what little more can happen.

9. It ie all the same whether black or white, American or German-we ghould extend
a hand to each other.

10. A war is a crime.

11. Naturally, I will start an investigation about finding out what happened with
the two dead crew members.

12. 1 shall send you an answer.

Item 2

1. Yesterday I spole again personally to Mr. Fink, I would like to tell you 2
supplement to a couple of accounts on the airplane crash on 13 Aug 43.

2. After statements from Mr. Fink and his mother, who lived immediately in the
vicinity of the crash sites and lives there today, searched for information to
report.

1. The airplane spun several times in the Lorch-Niederheimbach region with & full
crew.

4. It gave the impression that the pilot intended to try more favorable landing
place.

5. Then he found presumabely nothing, he let the crew bail out in Lorch, pulled a
turn arcund once more over Lorch and Niederheimbach and then got out.

6. The machine had tail rudder damage when the first piece broke off and fell to
the ground.

7. The pilot must be the man I guess that I reported about in my first letter.

8. Very much ammunition fell to the ground from the two pieces.

10. After the crash, a Fiesler Storch landed in the vicinity of the crash sites
and they looked at the airplane.

11. The fighters knew who had shot down the airplane.

12. Wnether the above is still important, I don't know.

Item 3

1. Many thanks for the friendly greetings with the postcaxd.

2. Meanwhile I ahve received a letter from Mr. James Traylor date from 19 Sept. a
copy of which is enclosed.

3. In spite of vacation and sickness unfortunately, I now come to this answer.
4. In the mean time, I have discovered of course that & machine crashed in the
vicinity of St. Goarshausen.

5. In the enclosed maps, I sketched out the crash site.

6. I could not find photos or magazine articles.

7. We have litte in our archive from the that time about war time events, I will
try again to get information.

8. If I find something that reports this crash, I will inform you.

9, May I ask you to tell Mr. Traylor.

item 4

1. In the death books of the catholic church parish of St. Goarshausen and in the
old chronicles of the paris are nc statements to be found about the accident
which you described.

2. Inquiries by old community members remain likewise resultless.

3. I regret that I can not help you futher and suggest that you contact other
more experienced institutions.



Item SA

1. In response to your inguirey about the crash of a bomber airplane on 17 Aug
43, I can only tell you about records from the catholic church chronicles.

2. Other statements (records) are not available in the archive, also, I could get
no furhter information relative to your question.

3. I am sorry that I can give you no concrete information.

4. Records from this time are unfortunately only sparsely available.

Item 5B

1. According to the armed forces report we heard that Bonn and Bochum were
especially stunned.

2. After the attack on Schweinfurt on 17 Aug between 3 and 4 o'clock in the
afterncon, a parachute fell from an abondoned aiplane over our district base.
3. Over our meager sky sector, some 12 parachutes floated slowly to the ground
from a great height.

4. One flyer landed by the Offenthal courtyard.

5. One airplane crashed near Niederheimbach in the vineyard, the street was full
of people.

6. According to this report a machine crshed in Niederheimbach some 15 km from
here, on the left bank of the Rhine, perhaps you could find out something.

Item 6

1. On 9 Dec, I received your letter with the documentation for the investigation
abou the airplane crash respective to the parachutist from the parish of
Bacharach.

2. I myself can still remember 17 Aug 43, that was scaething special, taht on the
clear day such a number of bomber boxes as we often times called them flew back
over us.

3. Also, the many soldiers who hung like mushrooms in the sky by their
parachutes, I can still see.

4. One such parachute came to earth in our vicinity.

4A. The soldier, he could have been Canadian, had a noticable size cut about
190-200 cm.

5. His age would be estimated at 30 years old by memory.

6. After his arrest, by means of a young man from the village who was in the
vicinity of Ort Niederheimbach they took the train in the direction off Bingen.
7. The engineers who at this time were stationed in Niederheimbach were watching
him and protecting him against the encroachment of the excited population.

8. I can not remember what caused the airplane shoot down, the machine flew very
low over the Rhine Valley, so that one must have been afraid it might break up on
the ground at any moment.

9. Possibly he got through the valley where Niederheimbach is located, flew over
the village and up on the mountain side, striking the common field 800m, forcing
an evacuation.

10. It is hardley assumed that one pilot was deemed to still be on board and
preventing the machine from crashing into the village.

11. It should not be judged that no crew members were in the airplane.

12. After the crash, the military police arrived and blocked off a large area on
account of the danger of exploding ammunition.

13. Little cylinders were seen on board similar to tanks from 20cm to S0cm long.
13A. This statement came from Mr. Franz Fink who at that time was still a boy.
13B. He remembers that his father had driven these tanks to the train station.
14. He thought that the machine had no bomb bay.



”// \'w‘ ,,'\.u'. ,\_. ~ ,Ji,{/g/.’)
| f(:?dvthembo(‘) den 03.40.45

Herrn  Anlon Hondelsborger.

Belr . Brief vem 43 Sepl. 45 on die Gemeinde K ieder heimbach ~

. .Abslgn_einﬂ_ﬂuguuy,_nm_. 19. .Auﬁ. f3u3. :

OAn_diesem Tug i _bei Niederheimboch ein Flugreug obgestind
und €in Besullung\smilslfed durch einen Rurger aus dem Orl
eslell worden. @eider isl dieser Bf:r&or tm Kr-‘ej 3e{a’kn.

@Xuf e ich mich noch enlsinnen kann is{,dm dieser gefangen:
genommene JoHal Jp&k’r,um. . BQ"NJ\QI yon M iedorheimbm‘\ yon
(’inem deu).sc)\cn Soldulch &W(H, ouf Jemen Ablrumporl
wurlele O\ie Kinder- ich bin Juhe ang 1935~ konnten noch nicht
Vorsll’}\eh wurum_ dies sein !!wﬁ éﬂmm Le)\rer fﬁhrlen uny zu
C’er Abélurule”e C]O.S nusleu um  Weisw muc%r\ldm jeder
Nichldeulsche ein Feind ware JEAL Kind S!au!)lr man Vieles wes
spater als grofer Wehnsina  angesehen wurde. @Mein Yeder und
auch einige Bekannle verloren thr Leben 1m Krieﬂ@lés‘en doch
nur ,e MP'\S()\W\ efnse)\en dw Jo elwm m‘c)\l mehr VDrkommen
d(‘Jr N . I‘Sl (‘}O(l\, E’&u) ob jcl\won ()c'er weiﬁ- Amor'tl(uner oder
Deulscher —wir solllen uns lieher die Hond reichen, wenn quch
die Sprachen syerschieden sind ©Fin Kn‘pﬁ il en Verh rechen,

“Nalirlich werde ich weilere Nauch orschungen anslellen um heraus
Tufinden mil den beiden {olen Besalzungs milgliedern ge
§chehg: is{&c}\ werde Jhnen dann eine Andworl 2u Kommen
'U.\SCHQYG.&SCH Sie i})rolx Briei purlnw Jon mir und dor\
Nieder heimbachern die midgeholfen haben das ich Jhnen dies
mileilen kann.

M freu ndlichen  Cri [3en

Weawd  Bunni




Daxweiler,den20.12.95

o N
Sehr geehrter Herr Delbriigge! ,:"/
@ Nachdem ich gestern mit Herrn Fink noch einmal persénlich
gesprochen habe mchte ich Ihnen nachtrdlich ein paar Ergénzungen
zu dem Flugzeugabsturz am 13.08.1943 mitteilen.
@mch Russagen von Herrn Fink und seiner Mutter,die er extra aufgesucht
hatte,und die in unmittelbarer Nihe des Abst zplatzes wohnte bzw.heute
noch wohnt,wire noch folgendes zu berichten.\Dds Flugzeug sei male
im Bereich Lorch - Niederheimbach gekreist mit voller Besatzung. hatﬂsm
Anschein erweckt als wolle der Pilot einen ginstigen Landeplatz sudm.ﬁ;
er vermutlich nichts fand lieB er die Besatzung in Lorch abspringen,zog
mchdmleimxurveﬁbetlnmhmduiedermmbad\mﬂsuegdamaus.
@Die Maschine hatte einen Leitwerkschaden denn davon waren die ersten Teile
abgebrochen und zu Boden gefallen.bér Pilot wohl der Mann gewesen sein,
von dem ich in meinem 1.Brief berichtet habeWas die Behilter betrifft sollen
sie zwei Off gehabt haben,auBerdem sei sehr viel Hg‘.l:tmitim zur Erde
gefallen seirm dem Absturz sei ein Fiseler Storch in des Ab-
sturzplatzes gelandet und habe sich das Flugzeug betrachtet. an Bord soll
der Pilot des Jiigers gewesen sein der die Maschine kbgeschossen hat.
‘.:{\. Ob Ihnen noch etwas wichtiges mitgeteilt ist,weif ich nicht.

Nochmals GriiBe und alles Gute fiir die kommenden Feiertage.

Auf der Karte ist der Flugzeugabsturz mit @

Landung des Fiseler O ﬂ-’wfq %Wﬁé

Landung des Fallsch., *

markiert,

~D
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) Bahnholsiialls 8
Postiach 1207
56343 81 Goashanesn
Tel: 067 71/422 .Fax- 067 7V /1B A7

Archiv im Rathaws - Powtlach 1207 - 36341 §1. Gonshawen

Herrn 04.Dezember 1995
Anton Handelsberger

Kleinfeldgasse 3

A 3435 Diirnrohr

Sehr geehrter Herr Handelsberger,

<Bhielen Dank fiir die freundlichen GriiBe mit der Ansichts-
karte.

C;;jnzwischen habe ich von Mr.James Traylor,mit Datﬁfavon |
Sept. die in der Kopie beiliegende Post erhalten.3 urch

Urlaub, Krankheit und Ausstellung komme ich leider erst
Jetzt dazu diese zu beantworten.

éDMittlerweile habe ich aber erfahren daB in der "%gﬁ von
St.Goarshausen doch eine Maschine abgestiirzt ist. In den

beiuéﬁgenden Karten habe ich die Absturzstelle eingezeich-

net YFotos oder Zeitungsberichte konnte ich noch nicht aus-
Afindig machen.

Lba wir von den damaligen Kriegsereignissen in unserem
Archiv nur ganz wenige Aufzeichnungen haben, werde ich ver-
suchen weitere Informationen zu erhaltenéollte fch etwas
finden was diesen Absturz betritffqurde ich Sie weiter

~. Informieren.
(’T)Darf ich Sie bitten dies Mr. Traylor mitzuteilen.

Mit freundlichen GriBen

% 7 ///1&//?7;’—-

(Heinz Nassau)
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ST.JOHANNES D. T. ST.GOARSHAUSEN

f: 1 £,
p.A.: DOLKSTRASSE 6 f\ O
56346 ST.GOARSHAUSEN M
Te1..106771/54000 7

Eath Xirchengeneinde Dolkstr.€ 56345 S2,Coarshausen

Anton Handelsberger
Kleinfeldgasse 3

A 3435 DUrnrohr

Nachforschung wegen Flugzeugabsturz in der N&he von
St.Goarshausen

Ihr Schreiben vom 16. August 1995

Sehr geehrter Herr Handelsberger,

Al)n den Sterbebfichern der katholischen Kirchengemeinde
St.Goarshauen und in den alten Chroniken der Pfarrei sind
keine ?Egaben Ober das von Ihnen geschilderte Ungliick zu

i

finden(iNachfragen bei #&lteren Geneggﬂenitglledorn blieben
ebenfalls ergebnislos.

el

“\Ich bedauere, Ihnen nicht weiterhelfen zu k&nnen und wiinsche
J Ihnen, daf Sie bei anderen Stellen mehr in Erfahrung bringen.

Mit freundlichen GriiBen

P bl boik



Postiach 1207
56343 S1. Govshansen

Tel:067 707427 -Fax: 062 2110407
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ff':ﬁ lerrn ' o “04.September 1995
;j!,}z Anton Handelsberger v

i ] : i

RS Kleinfeldgasse 3

N | ?;: U e '

A 3435 Diirnrohr

- . e -

_...,"... o~ r‘ ' X o { .1
LI R "m“ %Ekﬂ. oo 7 “" ! ' .!,{' -
i o 3, Sehr.geehrter Herr Handelsberger. '
= : .'-i" " E i
f} "} i q9°"t'0rtung Ihrer Anfrage Uber den Absturz eines
iy BQPbenflugzeuges am 17. August 1943 kann ich Ihnen

;éif} nﬁr e‘ne Aufzeichnung aus’ der’kathl Kirchenchonik
:1415 .' ni Qeilen.;. {3 AL ,:v}‘ 1. ,
’ :'* Aqdere Angaben sind hier im Archiv nicht vorhanden.
' . auch nach Befragung konnte ich keine diesbeziigliche
y *: Auskunft. erhalten.
.? C;E)Es tut mir leid dap ich Ihnen keine konkrete Auskunft
Al - geben, kann
s C;DAufze)chnungen aus dieser Zeit sind hier leider nur
sehr spirlich vorhanden.

"?"E:"“l':" W "'m i‘i]'i‘,. ,,' LR -f:'.:"""'i : ! 51T SR lj ':

H%ijk <) ﬂ1£ fr eundlichen GrUBen VIRELS - it

$ I g 5.0,

i %

|
L
."*Heinz Nassau)
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schirnregen von abspringenden Flugzeugbesatzungen iiber
yunsere Gegend nieder.

schmalen Himlswsschnnt schwebten etwa
43 A . s "._" i :_

GT§»§ f' o
r '*Tﬁwa::"-':x

Nach diesem Bericht ist eine Haschine in Niederheimbach
abgestUrzt. etwa 15 km von hier. -auf ' der linken Rhein- *
seite, vielleicht kiinnen Sie von dort etwas erfahren?

"
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-
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Auszug. aus der Chropik_der kaxhl._xlrchengqnginde von St.Goarshausen.



Sehr geehrter Herr Delbriigge!

-
L.

b
@ Am 09.12 erhielt ich Ihren Brief mit den Unterlagen fiir die Nach~

forschung iiber den Flugzeugabsturz bzw.den Fallschirmabspringer von dem
Pfarramt in Bacharach(iéh selbst kann mich noch an den 17.08.1943 erin-
nern,da @e etwas besonderes war,daB am hellen Tag solch eine Anzahl von
Bonberpulks,wie wir es damals nannten,iiber uns hinweg fl die
vielen Soldaten .di;,wkie pPilze mit ihren Falschirmen am Himmel hingen,
sehe d\rﬂ!nheube%nzinw\setetﬂﬁ!leMdnsoldanausdumzur
Exde. Soldat,er soll Kanadier gewesen sein, hatte eine auffallende GroBe
von cirka 190-200 cn-Bein Alter wird heute in der Erinnerung auf 3o Jahre
gesch!itzt; ) ch seiner Gefangennahme durch einen jungen Mann aus dem Dorf
wurde er in ein Lokal in den nahe gelegene Ort Niederheimbach gebracht,
von woaus er mit dem gug .immdxtmg..ainqzn weg gefahren wurde.Die Pioniere,
die zu dieser Zeit in Nh.stationiert waren bewachten ihn und schilzten ihn
auch gegen die Ubergriffe der erregten Bevilkerun (Was mna in dieser Zeit
verstehen konnte.)
@m den FlugzeugabschuB betrifft kann ich mich noch erinnern,da die
lHasd\ine sehr tief iiber das Rheintal flog, man befiirchten mufite sie
kénne jeden Moment auf dem Boden zerschellen.Moglicherweise bekam sie durch
das Tal,in dem Niederheimbach liegt,noch einmal etwas Aufwind und iiberflog
das Dorf um auf der gegenilber liegenden Bergseite auf freiem Feld aufzu-
schlagen;cirka 8oo m von einem Aussiedlerhof enttemtl@ ist kaum anzuneh-
men daB sich noch ein Pilot an Bord befand und verhinderte,dall die Maschine
auf das Dorf stﬂrzte.é )sollen sich keine Insassen mehr in dem Flugzeug be-
funden haben.Nach dem Aufprall wurde es weitréumig von der eintreffenden
Militdrpolizei wegen der Explosionsgefahr der Bordmunition,abgesperrt.

Bord sollen sich kleine Zylinder &hnliche Behdlter befunden haben von

einer ldnge von 50 cm.und einem @ von 2ocmx1\ Aussage stammt von Hern

b
Franz Fink der damals noch ein Junge war.Er‘é?innert sich,daB sein Vater



diese Behiilter zum Bahnhof fahren mufte.Br meint auch die Maschine habe keine
Bambenschéichte gehabt.

Nihere Informationen kann Ihnen vielleicht das :

Militirgeschichtliche Forschungamt

Postfach 601122

14411 Potsdam '

Ich hoffe Ihnen etwas weiter geholfen zu haben,werde aber weiter versuchen noch
mehr Einzelheiten in Erfahrung zu bringen.Damit Sie nicht linger warten miissen
heute diesen Brief.Sollten Sie an keinen weiteren Angaben interessiert sein
geben Sie mir bitte Bescheid.

[ Mit freundlichem GruB
Gisela Didt

Ingelheimer Strae 14 f"w(_a cb.a/”—'

55442 Daxweiler
Telefon 06724 /8573




James Traylor
2780 Gibson
USA

Damrohr, Sept. 22, 1995

Dear James,

Thanks very much for your letter of August 5, 1995.
On August 17 | inquired at the town council and the Catholic parish of St.
Goarshausen about the crash of your plane.

On September 4 | received the enclosed letter. It says that there are no documents in
the town council's archives. In the church's chronicles however there is a passage
(see enclosed copies in German) about a plane that crashed on August 17, 1943 in
the vineyards near Niederheimbach. | had this passage translated for you.

| sent an inquiry to the city council of Niederheimbach on Sept. 13. At the same time |
asked a German correspondent of mine to call there and if necessary to go to
Niederheimbach himself.

| will write to you when | have some information.

From July 1943 on, taking photographs of war damages or planes was prohibited by
death penalty in Nazi Germany. Civilians avoided all contact with crew members.

I'm looking forward to receiving your MACRs- but please send them in xerox copies
as in Austria it seems to be difficult to copy them from the microfiches.

Best regards

11155 Prinhd ey —
(.

-~



56343 SI. Gonshanrern
Tel: 067 71/427 -Fax: OB7 71710 47

Aschiv ion Rathaws - Pusifach 1207 - $634) S Uoarshousen

Herrn 04.September 1995
Anton Handelsberger
Kleinfeldgasse 3

A 3435 Diirnrohr

Sehr geehrter Herr Handelsberger,

in Beantwortung Ihrer Anfrage lUber den Absturz eines
Bombenflugzeuges am 17.August 1943 kann ich Ihnen
nur eine Aufzeichnung aus der kathl. Kirchenchonik
mitteilen. !

Andere Angaben sind hier im Archiv nicht vorhanden,
auch nach Befragung konnte ich keine diesbeziigliche
Auskunft erhalten.

Es tut mir leid daB ich Ihnen keine konkrete Auskunft
geben kann. '

Aufzeichnungen aus dieser Zeit sind hier leider nur
sehr spdrlich vorhanden.

Mit freundlichen GriiBen

(Heinz Nassau)

- “ - -—
.‘/‘,;('ma,./ - A‘f”“’"‘ L



extract from the chronicle of the Catholic parish St. Goarshausen

.......... According to Wehrmacht reports we heard that especially Bonn and Bochum
were affected.

After the day attacks on Schweinfurt on August 17, between 3 and 4 o'clock in the
aftenoon, a real rain of parachutes of jumping plane crews went down around us.

In our small part of the sky about12 parachutes slowly fioated down to the ground.
One airman landed near the farm Offenthal, another was pulled out of the Rhine near
Wellmich. One plane crashed into the vineyards near Niederheimbach, the streets
were full of people, which was followed by a waming.

.......... e CAY ALWRYE Coor)7 &”,p, 2
HEES 70 MERE B S



........... Laut Wehrmachtsbericht horten wir daB besonders
Bonn und Bochum betroffen waren.

Nach den Tagesangriffen auf Schweinfurt am 17.August,
zwischen 3 und 4 Uhr nachmittags, ging ein wahrer Fall-
schirmregen von abspringenden Flugzeugbesatzungen iber
unsere Gegend nieder.

An unserem schmalen Himmelsausschnitt schwebten etwa

12 Fallschirme aus groBer Hohe langsam zu Boden.

Ein Flieger landete beim Hof Offenthal, einer wurde
unter heftiger Rede und Gegenrede bei Wellmich aus dem
Rhein gezogen. Ein Flugzeug stiirzte bei Niederheimbach
in die Weinberge, die StraBe war voller Menschen, was
eine Warnung der Brvilkerung nach sich z0g. ........

’

Nach diesem Bericht ist eine Maschine in Niederheimbach
abgestiirzt, etwa 15 km von hier, auf der linken Rhein-
seite, vielleicht kénnen Sie von dort etwas erfahren?



The chromcles of the Catholic Church in St Goarshausen

..... mmmmmmmmmunmwlymm

After the days atack on Schweinfurt, 17 August 1943, out of the sky came rain of parachutes from a
damaged aircraft at between 3 and 4 in the afiernoon.

I our view of the sky there were about 12 parachutes that fell from great height 0 the ground. One of the
fiyers landed in Hof Offenthal and another , though there was much discussion about , is belicved 0 have
landed in Wellmich on the Rhine.
mmmmemvmmmmummw«mm
had no waming of the crash.
mm«wmusmmmchuwmmemmkdmm-pummmm

more from there.



