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(50) Weather at the time of accident _. Qo-_'.r.~$_t-.!:-l00.llofil. ,jaSO - ~~S' Y. &G:1
. :-::~-=-~-.. --..--~----:------~----' . .- . .: .

(51) Wa8thepllotftyingon~~~~-~~of8CCident -I;=-==~'------ .: -'.," ~.
(52) Clearedfrom 0rl1 \',::::/ _ (53) To~ __' (M) Kindofcle6raDo8~_lta.,.

(A)_~~;;;~~-~rt..~~~~~:-~~~~~::~~;:~~~~~~~L.~:....~ _
(H) Natunl of accident . C;;:;j,:d~~~;'Q]ln;in-~-';ht'~~;'-(l6)'--;-;;-:dTe;-Srn"7~t;at I~n.rad1o.
____.r&Dge....Jlt&.tion• . -------~- . '. '. -,-':'. :' ;:

-----'--------------,.-----------._---
,.
",



J. •
i,..

~~
'if ".oj
,~ ..

• I 1 '
, .'

•'i .,
~~N 01 ACCIDEI$

(Briel narrative or ~dent. Include atatement of l'l'IPOnafbi .ty and recommendaUona for action to prevent repetition)

Aircraft 43-39236 cleared tor Strasburg, unable to land, proceeded to Le Havre. Enroute
cleared ~hroogh Orly tor weather at I.e Havre at 1227Z. The :iircratt .en proceeded troll .
~ HavreJ t9 Orl1 Fisld; hr1s to R.O.N., because'o! unserrlceabiiurto! Istrea F161d a!ter
hours ot 'aarl¥ess'.. 01011 radio advised t.6at Orly Field was closeQ and diverted the aircraft
to Lyon'it 15l7Z t'o cohtact the 1qob radio 25 rail!s Northwest ot Lyon range station,
leather It 01011 at i500z lIIs estimated 1500 toot ceiling and the v1s~bilit1 '1&8 3/4 1Iile;
at 15.30Zthere was a measured 2000 toot ceiling, and one (1) llile visibility with light f-og.
LION at the tiJie 'reported 2000 toot ceiling and visibility of 3 lliles.

At Iqon the pilot requested landing instructions on '0' channel. He was referred to
6440kc for weather information thell ....s referred back to 'e' channel for range letdown
1nstructipDs. Instructioll8 were given by LYonRad!ore-let: down on the'leit'leg<ot· the
range ~or~a .period 'of tour (4) 'lIin'iltes.' ·At the end-'.ot ~ 1/2 IIillutes thepnoi requested the
d1recti~il': ~rprocedUre turn. The range operator.' Sa~d ~~t this problem: had (Devti" presented
1t8el! before and' tor the' Pilot to·..~se his O!m disor~tip~. The pllot:':'r~Der5~ hiS· .-
NaVigatoi': being emphatic about ma~ a tUrn '-to the; right and also claw the··..rasi~:'operator
said to'lIS~ the procedure turn t' the right~· At, the' ,mt ot only three (J)"Jdnutes he JIIlde
I 45 degree ,turn ..·to' ·the r~t ceiling OIlt"on a hea~· ot 320 degrees. nw'is when' h~
heard a sc~p1ng· nOise, glanced trOll his 1nstl"Ulll8nts,'saw the trees'anltnedcto' pUU:up .
meanwhile: shoutil1g:iiito the' radio for--hi8' erew to 'hear;' ·!lI jilst·miasid 3_ :t~".

The pilot,and·co-pilot agree pertect11 with each other in regard to the sOUDdot the
belli and' that :.the cona ot silence was- determined by ~he compass needle. .

. UN1DL®. ~USE: Improper b8.ndl.in(, or aircratt by ground persomiel •
•·KAJOR.$lUSE: Undetei1l1ried~ •

.. . . ~',' .... .: .~.

. '. ·1iIiroR '~CA(JsEl Questionable techilique.
':',:.:-:·:.r:..:~;~':• ;' '. ..~:~:,.t: _.~. . . ::;.: . '. :.' •
RESPONSIBILITY: Other personnel - So percent.

~ndeterm1ned - 3$. percent.
Pilot error - l2 percent.

(' ."':

•

;\'

'm;OMllSml\TION: That ~lll>ilots: ~ cognizant ot the ·',tact contrOl'personnel
profioiency is not 6 high a calibre as duriDg war, and that their technique
and judge.nt be even IIOre proficient. .' •

.That all control pll-so~el be intoned as to the, true status
ot'airtililda et all tilles. '. . .

i'bat all control perso.~ei place special eqlbasia on cU.spenaing.,
correct procedure to aircraft.:. . .

That proper logging of 'all contact with airc~tt or control
section be accomplished.

i That up-tC>-date Let-down 9harts be lade ivailabllS to aF
stations.' )

). . p - K

'~~7
mm."l'T.' P. IU\DIGlH,.
1st. Lt., Y.C., •

FEB 5 IS4S.;; i Avn. lied. Rraminer. - ':ex-otticio)

J~#~~~.
. GEaALD H. FEILLE,

1st;. Lt., Air Corps,
Intell1genc& Oificer.- (ex-officiQ)

. Signature •..:._
(lA~01lloer) .

-----•.._._-_ ....._--_._. -.

-_._----------

I,. f

•



" ··.·.l

•

"t.· . . . • . ,

BlADQUAlfERS
u.'I sunOl 10 195

ortlo~ of the lJIftlltiptiOD BOIII'd •
APO 633,'
28 Dtollblr, 1945 •

•
, '.a1••~.~o:~~~~'~~~~~~3~~;!:~'!ta:~1~f~ri

.' of tbl 11rtratt bJ t~~.. . ..... .. _.. _. '., ~
'2~·.·rin 23 1. DOt aft1la)l., .1.ll'Qo...... ttled )f n4"1'o)f

"."'11 CoDtrol.
•

•

•

104
• •

.. ~\ ,

•• J

••
••

. I
I.f' I



•• io

'.

.110 633
·'20'Deeellbir ~ 1945· .

•
,'.
. ", :!: "

. ' . b.'· Ie ,,~ Ippr.a~ th~:,c~:~t 'five' th,uiml" (S~QOO)"teet."
:.,~t~ly -five, ~~~.- '(?~) ·'~~et:'.,.t.ep:·'! the, fYer~'J' :~';!8'- ..
.;piaa• .-IT..-~. the· hi:th·,.c~Rt.:,~~h,~ iDii~ted "by' the- rad$. ,~,,~~-'~~le:

. ,,'~,'and'JI' &lIii'bl" c.~-.i',:SlleDC.i:,~:,t1lJ.'l1ed t.,.....~Ir~,·~iDI,,::, .~?l~:the, !ldi(r~g~.:. ~~tl~!rii.~:{Jif~~:~t-' f,~t<lur.-,:p~~.1t-i~.;j~:;;~~~"."
. w.:were, start1ng.I~,J.et~ftlI.· f1'e'!picked 'Up, the <!RBt, leI' .t:ta.,beUl;'W- "
,eWted iur Tit.oiti'nn~a1J'~r\I~"ted; at five: ~ed (sootteet >~j~'~;" .
W'lDt hunirei:l and rifty-'.f1ve '(155)'Iail~s per hlUr. We ~ iJiitnict'.r
h.'~ ..·.ut f~.·t~ee ,(3)'Jwl~:~$~and ~.lc,8 lur'PrlcedlU'e turn~~';",'
OIIDe back tt. the cIne. At th1B:·.t1ll8 n:were given. the' ceU~ u"tn: .
thlWland (2"OOO) feet. ' , ':' " "<' ~104

c. Atter flYinl,. Olro in, ~he, west, le{tr, the beaJII 'flr tWo aaci ·.~e· ,
hal! (2' aM 1/2) minutes we cal¥' fir tht..-direotiln 'Ir,:th8 turn; :'ard at· .
that t1m~dhe navigatlr j:lrlke in'and' said, ,"Fer" G«Pa .sake 'dl nit 'turn·tt .
th.e left, because ·.f the high .hills·••· The radiI range· ..,int .. ,1tlV1B,ed- .
U8 t.1Blce the turn,ttthe right. WetUrned t. a head:~,'t;t.hre. hunIir'id'
am twwr (320):degr,ees, at t.he. 'end if ·three .(:3) miButes.· At this 'tille' '
I heard a scraping n.iso arid It.ked U, trill the' 1nBtt-.Ullerrt.S.·&ad' ,ai.w -tM" , .
,trees •. 1t!'ieri'~. plill up eharpl1.i. oot it was 'tIl ·late, and we p..it.,

'.' '. .',

~ d.J!verirb~~$~:t; ~e2. c~1ties that tlli 18a'true stat.lIint ,: .Wi "P: I a.u:oraLlI 113-39236, clne,emillg the acoident. ;- .y__.
t~ date I~ which 'it, iCC~ed ..'9 stated'~ ~gl'&Ph~ln~A _)_~ " ,- '_'.' ,_

- . , '. . ,...~ 1/J.dL~:~, "
'~'.'

. em,.,:~i~;" .
COllWlDING~ ,.. ,',',

-,', _, .: ., . ,' ....._ _.. . _. _. : _:~. •__ ~ ,:__ ,,_ _ ... ~ .•_.;. . ." ..... ,_.. .z. :': # .~._:' ••
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OFFICIALREPoo relative tt
.1n!trmati,n ctncerning the
fall ',r a Di:illtary.aircr~1't
~lmerican) ai.,Saint--Andre-1&

. Ctte,(Rh,ne).- In iur bl.n'ack, we are n.tU1ed.b1 phtne thrtugh .
. 3inju;eci,· , dead.- the 'Maytr tt the CII!II:!IlM tt St.Al¥ire-:l&-<:tte (RhIne):,.

-:.;._,;:-~----~-~-- .,.that an Der1can aircrCtt ball _ju.st_.:~~~-;~t.-. ~.....:
. :...,. ..COP!, ...•. :,... :..i •• - ,."" .'.'it&1iiBt," ':the-:-JltilntUn ari'ftbat therewre:.~veral
,.-.. T.~:o;pfc;:ti!ied exaCt ~th the . ncM... '.' '. ' .. ' ~... ; .

\wfginal.-· . . '. .' _ .... We :1lnmed~te~ Wtn. by ph'~ .~ C'~1rlg
.. '. - . },!ORNAN'1',De.c.e.~~._~··,194S•. '. Officer .f SeCt1.ri'j';' tne:4th Aer~l.R~Ci~n' at·

.:. ;:;.:..~fd&riIe ~C.1o/.~'·i~~~ . LY9N::; The:'Air Safety_t·, ~ON, and ~h'i~ta.ry .•.
>~~'/"'~;_pr~~•.~*j¥ ,:Brig';def . .SUlX11rtSlli1·,at ·LYONS. . '. . . . ' ..
',:~n:"{i. ,.:(s:itn~·:C~Vincent.....•. ,';' 18 aft'iri&rda~ , •. 1Da1&tiq ori,'tbi a-ott',·· .
;\:'. ,'~ts :l.iati!jlal·Oendinery .:. &qc&~ni8d·bf.\it! chilt c'~iJlg·.thiHfect.·~.~.
.... '. -' .. MCRNANri) , '. .' . Tlle,' a:lrcral'f is bUrning. and "'.learii that' ttir8e

'''II!t~:-ii .t,.tbe eq:uipage are' travel1.~inj~·.rid J
. :tthel:"ll are' ·de&4•.. On' the .1iIatiiatitn·.t :t~ ·~·.r,
. the' three ,iAjul-ed beys ire tran.~trted at .nce t. :
..i'hi diilk'ili .f Yr. PRAT t~;:d_lllig: ~ b·the
". plic'e It ag~1dent·,· and ':Where Diet"'" PmRIN andDOLU.Y
.tt .St .lIARTDr-en-JU.trr (~De) j' '~m:~ils ~1.1zinne,
CLml!ot1l',D'c~,r., at St..DlDLER's/R1v.rie;IRh~ne),
,are··giving first care tt ,thell. ..' . .
. I \'Ie 1IIIIedlately ··1nSur8 the watching et the phne ailti:
have the three btdiea tran.,'rted· t. the
Tnn·Hall .f St.A.ndre';IA-c.~e •. ' .:. 104

At abeut 23 h'~II, b: .. !llbulancea.,· .• eIJt; :Dr .
the Sanitary.Service .t' 'LYONS,have t&keil';tot the
Htspit&l .f les Genettea. injured .n ani the .leoPsed.-.

At ahtut. 3 lleurs in the' mmiing, the llii1~ri" ".
Pel1ee, 'arrived .n the ~oil am with the belP.:et:·
th.ir prtjerihrs we still diBcKer in.th!;! re.1rdera
tr the'afrplape, partly bwrit., .the ~lc1nej:r~1es
.f twt tther. avi&t~rs 0 At 15 hturs an All8riean :bl)u;..
lance, acc•• riied by Y1liWj PIUce" takel 'plsslls,itn
.f the tw. bldies and W'rm.us that it 18 nt·_e'}'
~"'.ceBsarY rtr U8 t~ insure the ~.rviJ1'n .ithe .
r~:a1M.ra tf the aircraft. ~. ::....:f'-

..... .I ,t.

---CtJlP&Jlf .r the Rhtne-~-....---
Sect1tn .f GIVORS

.'~1iade tt llmNANr

N••555-;r:l~~~/45
***MUUN~MM'II~"IOIUOIIIIO

',,:' . '-

.am' COP!
"'\~". ~.'~

• • ..... ~ • Jo.' • " •

.' . -CO~ c~ti!feo. exa.ct with the.• ".ve c,pf~" " .
. ,'. .

.
.'

.SIDNEY,.M.- CARrml.; .
~.r, Air Ctl'}is,
Operatiens .Otfic~.

•

.,' •...' ..~~ .

llATIOMALaD!DARliERI
~UUIIUUM*

This day December loth, One thlusam nine hundred
and fert;-five, at nineteen hours,

W~, the undersigned, ARNOUX,(~I),
• UAPlON, (Rene), .

. VINCM, ~Claulius),
ROGIER, (Henri),

and ROSc;ILLE, (AIlIh'e) ,
•

gerV:1armes, in the residence ,r. }1<IUIAm', department ..
I' the ·Rhene wearing lur unUltm, and in ctnftrmity- , .

with trelera fr.1l sur. Chiefs; .

•

--.~,....-- .........
. .

·---~ONoITION OF THE'PIACE-__:-' _" _:__ . ..:,
.~.

The aircraft, has ,alien intt' a ned Which hi.a
a ve'7: rapid. declivitYr it is called "I.e Chateil!. ,
territory .t the CtlS!lUDe tf stJAndre-la-C.te ··(1Ult~e) • ...~

•
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, . l.an f II d~ is at ab.ut 1 kil.Mer, Ntrth It
The place where .the a:1rp II! e . ed with htar..frlst and the,darkMss
the cwntry. The sin ani trees are elver .'. , ;
If therdg}1t,is intensified by Il thick fIg.

__ ---__.;----mIFlCATlons--------- ----
,. ------

In the nod If n~ Chatel., at 5 meters ±'rtlll the berder Nlrth, the
aircraft: and AMrican tlur .tors, :1J crushed and, ey1ts s1tuatien, its nrking
directiln is set tnards N.rth-Nlrth-East- Sluth-stuth-iest. All the! fret is
blazing the.~ things which are n.t t.uehed by the fire are the tail &I'd.
five .iers It trilll89ftrk. That part It the aircraft is entirel1 Be trl
the rellliMer If ,the airplane, The fixed plan bears the number 9236, a
In the intact part It the frall6Prk ene can read the ins.cript1 nlnBEl'T!". '
On the right'ind lert, the extremities It the leaves lie in a If p.-iltln
Frlm t~ While tront, 1n the DIMeS, it. can be seen that the miters have been
pr.jectedi Ine It thelll at 20 !D8ters, t", at 10 I118ters,and the tlurth Ine at
50 lIIeters. Gaslline Clntainerl' lie' everywhere,

·Tllat ~ It t.,l1e'!!'ped hu.. n..t ,any tree!. ~ora1·e.ll trees..are
tlrn away Ir brtken. l<IJ meters lner and tl the Ndth-Ntrth-list,t. big tr_
If abe'ut 25 ... ter. are decapitated. At that place a tw re.Werl If the air-
craft are rlund.. At $O.• tus frei.. the peint It the fall, the grlum is deeply
pltughed., '
'. In pr.ce·eeli.ng tl" the inv .. t~tier:, n't:eceive fr_ the perstrl'

hereafter designated the telllWiilg· dec]&ratilns: ,
At 21 htUr8, llr. 'UULIER, Pierre, 44 years .ld, labtrer, at Saint- .

.Andr.e-l&-ctte (Rhlne).- "
-I camet.give YIUarrt Wlr_t1.n .n the diredti.n It the aircratt,·

"which .t with an accident, u .1'did nIt e'Velihe&r it, HaTing learned thrlugb .
"the public ruJllr the said accident I 'iJiDediately went 011the SPIt· where, already,
"UrolERIAY lIn am CHIPPm Clamius, If Rom'ALmr, .re. I believe they had
'taken eut, frIll the urinR which were buming: 3 injured men aai 3 deads ~

, . spe&ki!).g' a rew: English I have been able tl tallc with one .t the
ninjur~ ~ys, arw:lAil8rican,whl hld lie he was assistant pUtt in the aircraft.
liThe latter deeWed 1M t)Jat. the ·'"c1dept WM due tt 1~, that they 1I'Ire .8 ',n beard,

tand that'\h8y ~re ,ling ±'rImMarseille h Paris: thats"all1scan SaT'.

Reading._W_B_I_u_t_,~~~~~~,-.-------!..----------
.Aot 23 heurs,. JIr.FmLAY, Albert-21 years .lei, laberer, at ROmALOll

(Rhone), place called "SUrjon":- .
"At abeut 18 heurt, I was in the yard It my dwe~, am I heard the

"nl18e It an airplane which did I1It seea t. be at i great a~t1t\¥ie, c•• ing in
"directiln It LYONS,Seekingtl lIee it, I sOOdenl.y'saw it, vert visible by its, .104
"Three lights sparkling. The said aircraft did nIt appear tit 118til meet with
-difficulties rlr ite Jlttlrs ~unctilned nerJl&lly, in IV ep:l.ni;m. A in tiM
-afternrdll, haVing lest sight .r said. airplane en acceunt ,er '!;'Ile reg, I heard
~ crash and a ItrlIl& expb8~.""· at ence I saw big fluss. That aircrafti has
"percuss. at ab~ut 1.$00 _t.:ll"P frIll FIf1 hllle', '

nl1med1atc~ I went en the SPIt where I a.?Tived at the same time as ,t-
nMr .CHIPPIm, ClaudiU3, aberer, at tile Hi..let .t -BaZlc".
II "In arriving, I called and .....ioes cGlllingtr.lI, thE>ruiruJ replied. With
My cIllll'ade CRIPPlERwe ,.a"\ec).iateg tried. h help the accid'ented beys'. S. we
Itt-ok lut frill the tiN) thr,!e injured am three btdies

liSe 1ng . •• e no ..... ~t If t.hea, I nnt h Saint-Andre-Ia~.te, in Irder

•
,

"r- ','-

r

"';:';':.... :..
. ,t;~',i' ;:~
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,Jtc.ulcl-,nly ~t'that, tilll8 transplrt the injuttsd beys a~ ·Vr. ~'8~ the ~l.l1ng
"next tt thl lecident 'a place: I at ence notified the aemar.ry aM Dletlr.·
"PERRIN AND DOLLA!, tf st4rtin1n-Baut, whl arrived a fn t~ after, te give
"~1r care tl the injured.. .'

I c&nntt IIY anything tn the Ciuses tf the accident, the airphne
'did ntt passed tver the village and having psrcuseed tt the seU en the
"IWlsite declivity tf the btr.ugh."

Reidtl!g _e tut, persists, and signs.

The three Aaerican av~tors, UJljured, have pibtbel1 es~ frt.
death tbrlugh :the help If Messrs. CHIPPIER,Claud11U1, la.berer at .CHAUSSAN,·Pla.ce
called."l3lanc"(Rh,ne), ani FERIA!, Albert, laberer, frill the aSurjln" at
ROm"ALON, (Rhine), WI1- in defiance tt danger- have prlven a:bllegatiln, etld
bll«l'am a' great· ceunge,' in taIaitg· tut tr •• the aii'pli.ne bla$ing and tut tf
numertus expltsilns those three s.ldien, an:i in sparing caleiMtiln If the
three bedies of their c'tirades killed tn' the Sptt.

Ur.CHIPIm 'gives us tha :bagctntaining :var1.~ paperl ~I.the airplane
that !MI.·baS. batn·.$uccUlf'uLeni\llh .tl.:.drllf .•ut .•~.the f'!r.e.:a.eur..:t1n ...•. <>.
we harld·.ver the said big, against receipt, tt·u.e 'Jalitary 'Ilice If LYONS~.. .' . .

. ari'DeeelUber 1?" '19~; ~(16hlurl!~ .gelXW'': BiCEin'~ accI~ied; ; ,
·the inveatigatag .!t1c8~S .•t tP,8 AmericAn.Aerial ArlIT, ·ind· receivea trill tte
persln dlis1gn&ted bel",·t. t.nning decl&rat:1tti. . ." .
. ". '- .

Yr.PIEQ!y~Leui8, 32 Y'W':J .ld, ]abarer.;' at ~.A,ndre"l£..c.t', (liMne).-
"I ca_nntt say tt~y f!x&4ly·the priJudiee which his beeR caiuJed ·it.

"my Wl)rxi l,c"ter;l at ·tl1e Ii'Chatel":' by the. Aaer1c&n aircraft Which ~ru:ilied' ·int. it·
'''In J.lenday, Joth:.instant,at i8 htiu';" . ". ~ . '" ".~
, . ~it. I..survery being:N.de, I lrill'.eM. t.: t;e ·u.s. Clam Office, .
11 Rue Qro.~e,"'at LYO!'iS,..t~ ~u.'1t .t·the da':iage." it ~ beelJ agreed uptn ':'

," ,~th the .!.ficers It:the ~"rican Aerial AT. wh•. CI1Me .ariirviJited .~ thls·'day.
. . . ~ decline all reap:.~~bilities fir the .disapPearances in aey kim ..
"which can happen·tt the rema1rxlers. 't.the ~.irplane.' .. - ..... -

. Any' :~h8r inflratiln e~bl1ng te ascertafrt the .. use.:.~itQ') accident bas
been gathered.··· .' . '. . ,

In 'ir1tIl8.SSWherelr1f9 subait the present Iffic~l r..per.t, .iriI ..'
. .' The first Ine t. the C... lliing Officer It the 1lil1ta.rr

FtUI' seminga.-:-SulxliviBiln at LYONS. . • '
The iec~nd to the Prefect If the Rhine at LYONS .
,;~e~:'d tl the lerid ~I~ee C.1lidls1Iner, )I'd.Se_f~4'
The tlurth to the archives.

Done and cllsed at MORNAtil',th day, IIInth, am year. e~nbere' maRti.ned.
. .'

. Signed: Signed: Signed!

. RooIER

Slgned.

ROSSaLE.APJIOUS VllICENT ..

L~"---- - ---:-- - -------:--~ .. -~.'
~. : . ......-;~;:.' . ,i>
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llEA~UAH.TERS

AAF STATION NO. 195
Office. of tkc rltel}:~eJc~ Officer

•

APO 633
22 December 1945

SUBJECTI IJ.telli~e'loe Office.r t!e~be!,18 Sepfl1'&te Report.

Tb r Coiiirnniibt;" Ge!,;enl, ,Wo', Wr.'s-toi-Salem 1, North Caroli ....
(ATTENTIOlh Cp.ief, Flyi.~Safety) . .

TERU I CODlmudill,'Gneul, U.itlld states Air Forces iI Europ" APO633·

1. Fol1ot!~., bfo~tio •. submitted· il aooorduce witlt. USAFERe;ulatio'l 62-1,
dated 1 ~rov:.e.mb$r.·1945 r . ..

,,;.:Aii-or'£.t 9236 oleared:·for St!'lsbour" ullble to Iud, proc~eded to u,Hlvre.··
.. E~oute·. aleared tuOU,ll--Orll.Field.·for :;eat.er at LeHaVl'I'Jat 12Z7Z. Tho "irorilt
.' tku pro~;;edep froin I.eHaVte.·to .Ox:.l~'··Field, . Par is, .to-RIDr'be.9_1Useof "Set.yiol bUit··· at
-.Istre,s. ·Field. after A.om;1i '0£ 'Qr.ilQi.... orlr radio advised t}!at Or1y Field was' olosed
Ud aiv61ted tlte airoraft' 'i1·Iqo.' at 1517Z to Do.taot tJr.e·lQ.o. radio. 25 miles from
.~fortllViest of :Wo~\r"B,~. statio': •. Weather' at Orly' at '1500Z' was est1.Jnated.l,b,q ;root
~ilfa" ~ci tlle\'~flib~lity was 314 mileSJ, ,.t"lS30Z. there.was I. meuure.2.o0Q foot c~il"!:at •• d oae (lJ.niile 'visib~lity with li~ht 1'0,. cyo., at tile time, reported 2000 foot
ceilbc;. altd vl.libili ty of J miles.. At cyo. t.e pilot requeB~ed ludi'l, bs~r(lctiou
o. IICIl'oaape1'; ~e was referred to 6440KC·for weather iiformati01 tkelt w~s referred
baok to~"C"· chaneI' for rAJ'..e letdoWl iutru~tiollS. Iutructiou Vlere' ,ivel. b;)'.lq'o.
radio;to let dOwA·O.tke West 1e, of the rn~e for a period of four (4) miautes. it·.
tAe e'ed. or 21/2 mi.u1;l'Js:the' pilot· requested t,-e direotio. of procedure ·tun. T~e'
.ra.~e operator 811id that tltis pr~leJ:\ had l\ever Fresellted itself before &ltdfor the
Pilcit to use l\is 0"'.,. diiocretiotl.. The Pilot remembers ltis ~vi:'ltor be~lf. emp;'atio about
md::b~ a tun to th.e ri,ltt a!!.dalso claims ·the r~.l.l;e operator said to maxe.the procedure
turll to the ri,ht. At the e.d or only tr~ee (3) mi.ut,s ~e'made a 45 de,ree turll to
the ri:;ht oomb, out oJ!.a f.eadh.:, of 320 de~rees. Tbs is when he heard a Borapill,
11Oise, ~;l&llcedfrom ~'ie il'J.;;trume.ts, saw the trees, aId ·tried· to pull up,.meallWAile ..
shoutill. i'llto the radio' for }tis crew to hear "I just missed some trees·', The Pilot nd'
Co-p'ilot av~ee perfectly with e,,"ch otl;"r i.J. r.eo;ard to the sound of the beam uti t!,at
the COlteof silellee was del,rinilted by the compass lleedle.

• •
b. III view of the above evidence a.d after furt.or i~vesti~atio~s of all cir~ .

cumstaaces, O. n~ i;'ll.rt; it is my opiIiiol. that )10 evidel!.oe of Ifl.bota~e was .ix!volved 1'1
this accident.

~~4A(~a.~04
~H.FEILIE '.,

1st Lt, Air .Corps _
Iatelli,e.ce Officer' J7__
Ex~ori'icio
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•10 DECEUBm, 1945

SUBJECi I MlCmmrj _ nlVotVINGR9216 Bli. .
1 FLIGHT PLAN-INFC!UIATION WASRmEIVED BY WONE n(){ PAF.IS JATC
cEmm. AlRaw"l' 'H!S atlGINALLY MINING TO IJJJD AT OP.L! FIEID,
Bt1l' ,~sDIVOOED TO L!ON RKClUSE OF Wl mTHIt CONDITIONS AT cr.L!
FIElD. 'PARIS JATC ADVlSFll THATTHE AmClW'T. lAS CRUlsnm A'!.6OOO
Fm SOl1rH BO~~lDAND HAD BESN CLEA..I® TO 25 MILES ~latTH WESl' OF
L!ON~ THE AIRmw.r vas enlATED om'THE LYONRANGESl'AT!01J AT
16)0 Z.

2. ~~~~oL~-;'sr At 2000 Fm, 3 l!ILESVIS~ILITY, WIND
N·"·VEWCl'rY li, ALTnmrm 30!1l '
1700z 10/10 ovmCAST AT·2000 FEFl', 3 ·MILES VISIBILITY, WIND
N W vELocITY 12, AIl'D!E:J.']R 30.~ . .
.. :.. - ':' .-.

J•. JATC TRAFFIC C~CES-AT 162"7Z THE· ~ILLE JATC CEm'FR
ISSUI1l TilE ·FOIU7.UNt·CLEARANCE TO ·THEL.ml lWWE Sl'~TlON BY l'f!0l~
Fcif nELM'RtTo R9236t "R92J6 CLEARED·TO THE ·LYm! TOImt, INITIAL
APPau.CH :m.ou·6000, FIl:1AL Appp'01Cd o~· THE J~91J1'H.LEG OF THE :LYON
RAN~j CO~l'l'~crr LYON RADIO ·pnmDIATEL! UPOl( RFAC!l!NG C'l'C. THB

.. eIitP.ANOE WAS ISSOlm Jrr A.S. J.ND WAS SIGNED FOR BY T .R. AT LYON.

4·. 'NARRATM Accomrr OF EVENrS-D!l!EDIATiLY UPON RECEll'l' OF INFOlUJ!TION
mim PARIS, T1m FLIGm' wi.s"" PO,Sl'ED BY THE lWtSEILLE ·JATC
OOO!It .ON THEIR· D1SrRUIIENl' FLIGHT f'ROGRESSOO&IlDS. AIRCRAFl' l'lAS
F3l'w,TED om THE LYiN RANGE SI'ATtON AT' 16jOZ. MARSEILLE JATO
CLEARA."JCEW!S G~ TO· LYON RADIO AT 16i7Z CLEARING THE AIRCRAFT TO THE LYON
TOWER 11TH FINAL APFr.J.CH ON THE SOUTH IjEG OF THE LYON RANGE ·Sl'ATION.
THERE WAS NO OXHm I.F .R. :.TRAFFIC REPORTED In TH LYON·AREA.

. AT ·164oz JATC· CMLm LYON RADIO I
JATO REQUESTED TO 1\I0W.IF R9236 }IAD CHECKED OVER THE RAUGE STATION
ON !NITIAL m'.ROACH.
L!ON ADVrsED T~AT AIRCRAFI' HAD P.ECEIVED CLEAlU.NCE AND WAS IEl'TING

. .. bbiN ON.THE\YES!'LiG.
JATO iSm> WHY AIROW"!' WAS ON THE WEST Lm WHEN IT HAD JEEN Cl.F'.Aml
ON TBi SOUIB LEG.
LYON Sl'ATED THAT THEY UN[lERSrOOl THE C~CE ~O BE F(R THE 1IES1'
. LEG.
J~ AGAIN READ THE C:I.EAJw,lCE TO THE LYON OPERATOR, Am> ASKED THE
OfEfJ.TOR IF HE DID IF. DID .N(J!' con CWRANCES ON PAPER.
AIRCRAFT AT THAT YOYENT STiRTIID ClUING LYotl RADIO AND THE O!'EP.-
ATOR SAID HE WOL'lD CALL ,TATO UTlm.

LYON DID NOT ciALL BACK, ('~ .TATe CALLFll LYON AT Amom~T~r
1705z. iJON ADTISFn 1'HA~ R9236 HAD REPcmFIl om THE CONE·AT
2700 Pm, AND THAT TM PIIJJI' SAm THAT TIm WAS SOIml'HING MISS-
ING· AND swmE. THE AmCRAFT THEN mtr OFF THE Am.

•
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JATC ASI® LYON TO DEEP CALLING R92J6. .
J1TC CONTAm'W PAPlS JATO AlID REQUESl'ED THAT THEY ASK atLY

AIRWAYSTO CALL R9236.JATC CALLED IS'rRES TOIf 00 ASKID THEM TO TRY TO CONTAcr !.9236.
JATC CALLml AIRCRAFl' &FErY AND REQUESTml THAT THEY TRY AND

WCATE R9236. AIRCIW'I' SAFEI'I CONTACTED CO\~DlENT!L FLYING CONl'ROL
AT CJU.Y FIEID AND ASKED THEM TO TRY AND LOCATE R9236.

!W:IT'RER LYON RADIO, ORLY AIRWAYS, NOR IsrRES TOi'IER WERE ABlE TO CONl'ACi' R9236.
iT .lPPROXDOO'ELY 2130Z LYON INFCR'MEDJATC THAT R~36 HAD cmSHED NEAR

SAIm' AlmU-LCOl'E, IfONANS.

5. FATALITIES A~ID/(Jt DAMAGE1-LYON REPatTED THAT THREE PERSONS JW)
BEEN KlLIJD AND TlUE HAD BEEN INJURml. THE DfJURID HAD, BEEN TAKEN
TO THE PESGENEl'TE HOSPITAL AT LYON, PHONE L29. , •. ,.._

•

!ar~HARRY.A. sumON
CMROLLmt ON Dl1l'Y
12~-1800Z

1:.JAW C. !URSH
CONTROLIrlIt ON DUn
16OO1-2400z ..'

• ALBml' H. BELL JR.
CAPT.,.AC, :
COWWlDING

I CERl'IFY THIS IS A TRm: COPY, •

~SIDNEY Y'o CARTER,
MAJOR, AlR COOPS,
OPERATIONSOFFIcm.

t ••
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AM AIR FORCES
'. JliIr AIllATS CcDulICA'fIOIlS SYstlll

< DITACSKII! 22S,'7621D AAF BASB UNrr(1)21D AACS ~ !PO 887
24 D.o..b.r, 1945.

SUBJlC!,c.rtitied frut ~notl.

!C • c-.e4inc Mtle'r, )84th Bcab. GrOUP, JJ.F Ma. 19S, !PO 633, t1. s.
In:t.

. 1. AI plr l'~ui.t ot 2M. Lt. GrUDd, Robert 0., 0-786548, .actiDg 021 .
x.tt.r Ord.'I, Hq, ill Sta. 19~,!PO 6,3, ~. s. !ray 41;4. 22 Deoember 1945, to11o..-
int ..o.rtiti.d- true extraotl 'ot Gl'oUDd./Airlosi troa DetlohHnt· 22". 762m !A1 Base
Unit (132M AACSaq" !PO 887, U. S. Jnrj, AI- the lOth ot Deotlllber 1945 IJ" sub-
mitted.

, .

.. 2~. l1l' eOJrtaotl with airoraft 9236 "1" _4. on VHF, ChaJm.l C, tr'QU.D01
128e'l6·~Tl... . .. . .. " . .' . , .

3. UDd.r col~ .rked "'fin",· 1'n iDOlOliire Oil, (1), r...rb art·witt.n
, out with'l21t,rpr.tition' t~n ;troia abbr.T1atioDI .4. in lOSI.

" ..
••

,POE. .1Il.Lult G; PIAi!;< .
Capt~, Air Corp••
C... D4iq

Inol. 1 "
m 10,s Ihtinr contaot. with aircratt 9236

•
t

•
"

~
IIlj ~.~ A11' corp.~
Operations'Offioer
384th BCllb. GrolZp.

•
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~."1tled V1!F log .xt1't.ote for 10 tleo_ber 1945, Clw.lmel C, 128.16 Meg••

fim. (Z) Stlion

1227

1228

12)0

12)2

_.

. ,1)04

'1$17 .

1,19

1812

1918.

9236

9236 •
9236

9236

9236,... ~..

'9236

. . •
'..9236.
•

•
9236

9236
9~36

9236

9236

(20 mU.8 NOl'th of Pari. ~17 fn X. Tube to t. Ban.
r.quest .. ather for t. Bane.) lIIlit out. (Roger).

Ar. you 1'1yi* airways' (Am flying Mnays) Rosel', fti t
out. •'Ar.you·1'lyiBg ooataet tlyln« r.,ulatl0D" (Roser, ..
flying oODtlOt t1ylnc r.sulaUolll) ROllI', out.
liiDtaln oODtlOt fly1nc resulaUoD. to x.. Barve. Wait out
tar ".ather. (Bog.r out) .' .

( Ja tir., liiziUt" ~t'(ItIUqll di••l.uo~ ~11, qat ..
'~-~!.f,rtiqut •.rnathtr) .atblr ',inn,' .tml 'by.

Wtiat' type lhip '~. joa. Bow'iiuoh' ttel" 40 '1~U' ~-ri':.!IdI!"
1~u,;on:top of' oriroait. ( BeI7"'fiU' 60t>" sal10•• ot p.
aBd'f1ying 800 t ..t on'top)ios.r, atand. by •

.:~ _. _•• 1. ••.• '... • •

•
iron 1400Z obll.rftUOD, o.iling 2.3009, -risibility 4 to 6
mil... (Ro~~r)... .

UDabl•. to.oontaot airoratt,
lio aDner. •

•
'.t., ..

•

,
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BASICLTRz ~I!) AM Sta No. 195, dtd 2S Dec 45, subj: "Transmittal of A»
Form 14 and Allied Paper,,", Alllrn:R,IEIIIS R., B-17G, 43-39236.

,360.33 ,2nd Ind, •
HEADQUARTERS, UNITED STATES ill FORCLS IN El1IWPE, APO 633, us Army,

',' , • t 9 JAN nMb
TO: COllllllandingGeneral, Army Air Forces, Win~on.Sale.llll, il'ortft'C&rOllila,

• (Attn: Chief, Flying Safety)

I, Report and r~~ommenda.tions' of the' Aircraft Accident COlllllittee are' '
approved with the following co.:n.rents.

!. Through a JDiaunderv-anding the ,Range Operator at Lyon instructed
,the a.i!'craft to let down on the west leg ;of the range instead of the' south
leg~, ..It should bii'tldtefr:; 'hOfmer, ,that ..tne-'&u-eraft'"e~;r~d ,~ ,~bs,8Gilthwaat-
quadrant bf the range. Therefore, it is evident that the aircraft did' no,t
pass the cone of silence ~d fly out bound on the west leg making a right turn
at the end of th1ee mirrJtee:'fro.rn the cone of silencQlas narrated by,the pilot.
Apparently' 't~e aircr.ift crossed t" e south leg "at the Lyon Range and, at sOme '
pOBit1~n in':the SoUth\f8st ,quadrant a ,fal~e identification,ot the,: cone ,was:ma.de
based ~p;ondef1~cUon,~f'~lie radio compass needle. This aa,~titn is ~b-,. ,
8tan~fatedby the fact that- the acci4ent occurred approximatelY 16,miles. ,Qutb-
~est 'Of the range station, this distance "representii1g slightly' over 6 minutee
flYing ,time at 155 .IIIph.Ac'cordingly, it is coneider~d that' an appreciable
part of the Hunderteril!ined" reeponoibUity on the AAF'Form 14 ,should be att"i-
buted. to pilot' error., ' , ,

2. Let-dowil charts iU'e being prepared for all air,fields having radio let
down aiqs, "

•
3. Flights for tte, ~raneportation of leave am redeploying persoMsl have

been suspended to '~ze 'accidents of this nat.ure. '
•

4. ,No disciplinary action is contemplated in this case.

'FOR THE COID!A1l'ING GEmRALz

11 Inclss nlc (1 cy wid)

)LuR¥
HAROLD Q. HUGUN .104
BRJGAD!f~ GENERAl USA
DEPUTYCHIEFOFSTA'F _ ~_
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.. 360.33 .. - . • lj!t ind. ':. . . . .:' Eo-A-l/

HEADQUARTERS 40TH BOO. WINO:"(H), APO'149, us-Al'lIIY:;- 6 iJanuaI'1.1946.

TOI Commanding General, United states Air Forces in Europe, !PO 633.
• (Attl A-3)

1. Drastio restriotive and supemsol"1 measures to preftnt reeuITeJlCU
have been instigated. ..

2. All pilots have been reminded that it is imperative to check 'llith the
NaVigator.as to the htig)1t ot tel'!'ain and obstacles to 1l1ght in the viciniV
of the range before attempting a let down 011 &IV range. .

). It 1s the recalllendatioD of this Headquarters that disciplinar,y action
be taken against the._.,personor .persons respol1lible tor assigning the Jest leg
of Z,on range for let dcwn of aircraft 9.236 the date of accident. Due to the
geogralMcallocation of ~on radio range the Jest leg of the range should
never be used for let.down procedure'.

. ,...;.--'
~t3.~

C~ Do 111TCm.L,·
,.' .:.!;." .,~ta1n, Air Corps,

-:ldJutant. . .-
• •
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, . III .:.mCB RO. 195
~oe of .. OCI'",a,,,, otftOll'

aa.c'fl ,~.uw"ot jJJ "-14 uf'Uh4:j.)In.,·
," '....' .' .':

TO i .",:LRG:::inali. 40th_'I! '-AS)' DO", •.u. St.••
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1 Hard LalldW
L! IhnrH n.. wheels-up PHASE OF FLIGHT
1 IGroundlooD 01 lEn9:ines Runnin~. not taxi.inlt
118 . N08&-1',2' or Nuse-over 02

.
Taxiing

119 Premature Ret, or Col of I••G. OJ Takeoff
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