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,I :i 1100 IZ 1lUl WlA~'OF <~ AlRCBAFT ~:.~ 2NDLT. <GDlB
~NG, ASN 0-834685, ON II JUNE -1945, m AIR8llAPT 8-17 G 43-37971

. After 'deplU'tins trO!11 Ist~1I atl210, we c~ to ana altit.ude· ot
65~.ft above the lower scattered cumulu~ clouds, 'and proceeded on course'
to .our destination of Grafton Undersood, The last pilotage check pUnt
we apotted was Rouen; as soon a1'te~ the cloud coverage became a solid
overcast. . '

. ,
i1e proceeded on a oourse ·ot 33(P, am. the pUot ilj,structed the. ,radio'

,ope'rator to get a base ,leather report. and', ~. The navigator tuned in
'Bac '.Uld instructed me to home into the station; to dO so' I had' to' ,turn
.ae"ral degrees to ~he 'left" 'Soon .a!tem,rdii ~'was informed by the ' -,
na-i1gator that oW''ErA for.' "'emdon had.expired; aM, that he waa unClrt.ain
ot oui'J>Osition. J inlmediately commenced to, transmitt to Da,rkY.on 64J.Q KO
and'I -i.ttempte'li to obtain's. rnr on all chanriels, 'itA"" "B"~ "Uti .'and "D" ot
.VHF'" I had no 8uC8S8'1matsoever.- .

, ' '!'he pllpt and navigator then decided to return to France ,~d:l~. To
. conserve ~II we reduced' o~ power settings to 1600 RPI..!and 26" of mercury. .
We spotted a Iiole in the clouds att.,tlr fJ,y1ng for sOIDeminute.ll on a heading
bf 170°. We let down through the hol.e an~ continu~d our heading ot'1700, at
an altitude 0!·100 it above th~ cha.nnc1. Arter a tew minutes we' apott.ed what
tllr~d out to be the Island ot Guernsey. X called DUk1 on' 6440 KO, arid was

, anmted ialmec1iately that it was the,Island of Guernsey. I asKed if they bid
." a landing, runway and tlley. an~ ,that· they had o~e grass rufiw8,1 01'.1000 .
yards, i;ounning East and ifest, and' that the land1.ng d1reo~ion 'WIlSto the 'ilest
with·a wi,nd 24 L!PH from the West~ .,' '-" :,' .

./

. The pllQt de~ided to,~ there rat~er than risk ~~tl.U'ning to lrance,
since 01l1' fuel' sUpply was l'Illll'lillg low. The base' of the 'Overcast above the
iSland waa from 400.1;0'500 ft. The pll'ot,attemptedto land into the;,_,\i'eBt,

., but found zarc,' zero we'ather conditiolls at the, East end of the' r.wl~i.. He'
the'n :imIilediately dec,ided.to land downwind into the F..a,sl;'andproceeded t.o do

, ,so. Due to 'sucha strong taU wind and a grass ~waY:' the'brakes lIo~d not
hold. The piiot ground loope~ the'~cr~ft.. '
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FOLWdlNG IS THE S'rAT.t'W-l~TOF WE AIRCRAFT ACCIDF:NT BY Flo LO~ c. LOOm,
ASN T-136427, 011 11 JUNE 1945 m AIRCRAFT J3..17G 43-37971

Itsdeparted from lIarseille at 1210. 'fiegot ott course abou~ 10 mi
to the left but correct~d ~o the right and then we "ral1eled course tQ
Rouen, ~ance. Over Ii.at check point I gave a DRheading to London ot 3300IIJ

w,s a check on my DR, I tuned in on BbO, this took ua off our DR heading
several degrees to the left. When rtr1 ETA for London was up, I .decided that
we were getting a false bearing. At the Frenoh Coast the Radio Op~rator was
instructed to get a base weather report ,and also a QDM, he was unable to ,get
either .•~1ealso tried to get a Darky St~tion 011 a VHF/DF Station, but were
Ubable to get either. As the storm looked quite bad to the north .nd we had
only two hours of gas, I advised the Pilot to return to the continent.

, " .

~le then took up a heading of 1700• After· flying this headng for
approAimately 40 minutes, we spottetl a break in the clouds ~~d got tnder them.
:1e spotted some land which proved 'to be island. Wecontacted them on the radio
and they informed us .it·was Gulrnselt they also informed us that they had an
airstrip. The' pilot decided to "land'.

,
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l~c!,,9
LOOENC. tooIE~
Flo Air Corps;
Uavigator
545tb'Bomb 8quadrQn
3S4th Bamb. 'Gro~ .

;.. '

.~..



. '(.. .

,.,-

, FOLtO''ffi!G IS rHE S'rAT"~n' OF THE AIRCRAFT ACGm~iT BY OOT 1ll!lffiY',I. AllDnA1'I,
ASN,42Ql.j662,,..pN II JUNB 1945, IN AIRCRAFTB-17G' 43-3797·1. .

'-~ .
. Departed from J.4lrselllell, France, ~;pm.ateJ.y ~~ f~ing-no1'llll ,

course. On the waj'back at. an altitude of appr~te~ 500 teet, the w

, weather socked in, and llpon reaching the coast of France it was '110 bad that'
I ,was instructed bi' the Pilot to get a weat.1er repOrt. At th1~ time I ttiped
intO ouD base s~tion (JDlI) but was unaHe to hear it.. lty I'lUR was tuned to
4790 KCwllioh I ~Be¢ the Freq 1!e~~r to" get, as nO,tllin8'~s cofl1irig'thru the,
recdver, l1y onli concern nowwas to get weather aoo. I ,kept calling as sOl!Ie~tTle8
,we fly thru skip' zones. ,1 also' heard, other aircratt calling 3 DHfor weather
but 'was unable to hear Bey repli,e •• By listeninE. ,to' other. aircraft; oW ,J DH

~ , tor weather 1s another method-u.sed to' o~tain weather reports.

. At this time the t~avigator Wormed iIe that w:e '!fere lorr on gas and that
1- should call for a QDl.!., To save ti;lle I 1lImed1atoly called :3 DHonce more 'lad '
,cont1nue4, thinking'I w01lld hear ~he.C1but, 1 ·~.is still unal!*e to get Anything ,
- oyer.the.re~iver,-, ~~benI ~awwe were f1~g 10lf~andI l'!u'lold there was only
,appromateJ3 2 hours·of Wi'S," I. tri&d to contact other' stations 'located .near --'

, our, base, but ,1 was still unable to hear anything over the reCeiver. Time ~8
running short and I 'could not t,ry' anything else u I would, lose time by ch&nglng
fran one station ,w· another, so continuod -Just hoping that-I might get something.

',' ,.' ~.-. . ... .... .

InstructOrs from Radio Dept say that, o~ onll requ1r~en~:ni8 to get
weather when necessary",Radio navigatlol_lal aids for Franae and EngliM have
been, oollected there/ore our only contact station,j ..s the base !3DH. ' ,

, -,,*"
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_- t:.AlW~rI'J .
sis!)'" 'Aii'. COrps-l' .
Radiq Operator
545~h Eomb Squadron
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ThU .. '& rtut1D. t11ght troll u.r station'106 te I-l.7 ml mWD • tbe
GrMD Pro3ect. !be a1roreA bid landed at Y-17, it.t. e~ 'mlM~ed IIId ...
rtt\ll'DiDg t.o 8t&tua :~. '~ntl br tn. Dt1'igat .. Ill. tbIt he -.. .-
Ptp~ & los or UIinc DeI.i but _ toll..owing bit tract .: the·.-p. .. III
'CIIdIraut. canditim .... 'lIDountered after pUlling a po1Dt ideDt1t1ed 117 tH llnea-
u Jloua, PrIDe •• lit cU.d Dtt hlYi cOUCh iDteration u t.wiDdI, P'OUDIi apMd,' de.
to 1Mb1l1Wl tt lCCUl'&ttq det.erldDt hiI ptaitiGD. AtW flliq oat. ~bt I.f.~ ftr
~lanIIlDd b'De able t. 1IH:the G-HE t .. dttendu. biI pUition, t.bt Dln;.t ..
WtruCtecl till c•."u.t t. call1lJ)lrqe:. 'nUl ... trWwUhout renlt. ad tJl•
.radio operator atteJll)ted to contact.hU ... but tw a ~r. B&.M cll\?ld·" be
· coatldtd IJd thl 1"Id1. 'PIntO: et&tH hi' tr~ tJlN. other .t1e~ ~t~t: (fA .:
1ZIIIir. . ,.~ . . ._:. _. (

, .~. - ~ .. • II , r'

Bia,u=lnc they.n lNt.,·the Dln,attit d80ideQ it -.i b.1t to trr ~.pt
back to ll'uc. u thq thoupt·t!ie .. tber· .. cltir;:~! C'Il.thii bai~ ~ ga,.
the pilot • beading 1Ih1chhe.h.pc 'Iinld. get tb .. :bIok to tM cantiDeDt. U\G' fll-
~ tor __ 1M ii1 t.hiI hNdiD( 'breDn cloadlWN _.bitnecllD4·tb. piW,.idt4 t.
10 dfID &Ill eitber t17 to tq ccmtact;UDder th. (It' tiM & tllld to'laId a~. AfttIl'
diaceadlnc.btltw tbe olNillD illmt.1 •• 1I1ichproM to be GwDi'1 ItllDd.

'!'be o~ wild to c&ll IlDirJtl &d .... u.uateq aUnr.c1 bT the caatrol
toRr 'oil WI lIla111l. !bq 'lire' 1utruetecl that there .,' OM (1) pI raDII1

· ODIthOUlD4 ,(lOOOlJlZ'dl lq lid tilat lIIIliD8,.1 tut to ...¢. HGltlV, the pUtt .
atatea be c1rolH tt. field tbrti.· (3) t.1 IZIdthe-1ft clMd c~1tiGD on the dGe
'I1Dd l14i It' tiii' t1Ild ... it 141iI&b1l:"('er hia t.·l&IId ci.m ..d.Dd. IDIl 10 1nItructtd
the ttnr tbiri. AD apprtlOh WI _. c1on''lind which rillllW ':1D the abe" ..atinld
lOCidiDt. P1lit lta.tel. tbit tbi .lqth ot tbI lUIa7 alaac With· the fact that tbe
..11'.... 'iii _ iIIdI it iIpoHibll to .alee • Af.·lml1ng ... the caaditiOlll that
1ZiIttd. Jf1I' full nppq ~ too· _ to'~ to & .or. IUitabll.biue.

'iJOaI):rm CAUSS. 'fbi ~ .l~'1"1IIIIiT~ ·the t~ t.bat t.ht'·~ld WI POUl
.,. natflil' c'oiId1tiou iDT01"fld. .re ~. s-liate 0& ..
It the accident. .

tnmlRUIHGCAUSIU It'1I'n14tDt-tbat~~:1III!erlt1nc C6l11eof tbilaco14ct: ..
pHr-.T:I&at~OD. ~'~11 of ~ baa bleD _ lid tbe .
tell.twms CfZTtCtiT.l· .... 'IU' ... tabD to prtTlllt ...neccuruce.
illDlncatfrl 1re'r.qu1lec1 to alp a los ''Ill th a pOlitilll
Z'IfOrl. tD~ ._,.' titttu (1$) a:1znlttI. '1'hI1 art fI.uotMr
~ to DIP & Dell. poeitlon • all t:s..t and hAll bltn
ii~ rll110 t~llit1t. tar thii tliibt with. :Wt.tuctiau ~
plot thr.e (3) .ru.•.each war OIl th.... tripl. ~1IIdi'a. .
DlTSptcir. '11" 1UpIMiI~ thll to ·.ee tblt it it 'OIn'1td out. .
mcialao,tt g1" &fI1 tdd1t11D1l &i4 pOIlibll'to tbt u~tor ••
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1JHDIRLIllI(J. ClUSahI~ tuppll .<1 "tber wre det1Dite~ cGIltdbuting tae.. •
ill tJi1I accident. The pillt It&tu that 110 did lilt rHue
ptnl' in AD eftort to 1&11 gal _til tbIj'Wl'I ,d.ttiD1telJ
loIt IDd bid started to return to FrIDe.. B. did Dn
& ftCord of" JUs tuel'wppq am'lIi 'nit lin 11" ..
hi ceuld t]f. P1let. hall btIIl :1D.ItnoW to ilea> 1Il1lee1ll~1'"
IOCcnmt ot full nppl1 h II tar u 11 POll1blt in tI:!~ ......II~.

,1'be pilot ltati. that he lould,lia", lIDded up ..mel in tb,
field hi4 it not been tor' I ~ clnd coDditl •• the dan
wind .ide or the field. '

.\

The Ibi'" 'inln.uClll 1Ii1Ch'wU tuB troa tM Itata.ata .t
ttitcrW -..; ... 1IIl1c&til,tIIIt III'Uliiatoi' wia c:arele .. 1D
the .tiled' 01 aa11gaU_, 'uid ,1D4.t tba, pUtt,< .. Dn
CMcldDc'to ... tMt~the'ia1igater ... doin& biI .rt
prepcol" TtiiJ biL"'d' rec_DIfI ~t the l'I.poa.1b1l1t1 be
ac.. HClI. tell.. .",\ .
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so p..ceDt pu.t IITere
SO ptl'CtDt DLTiglt1onal.,..r. '

DXSCn'LmRr AC'l'Iaf. ':Dl. neP.t tbi.·::tac\. jaWtDttd .in" the i..,oiDg .tatUIDt
·it ii·the ree.... ti.· of UdIboIzd .\:d-ipllDlzT
.aetioll bet~IIID..ii1:thi .._i· ot·'light.-ottic: .. ~ ,LeND C.
Logi., 'IIh ..... the. aa.~ltor.1D th1l ...1aItIDc,,'. . .
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.ClptaiJi, ~ COrps,
Pilot -:JiIIIbtr,

@. ,IJfi,-~~~~-
. . ~t&in,.,~ .Corp., .
. '. '1iI«~ ott1c... - Melber. '. '. .'
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TO. , QU1Cv C "'1q,
10. 160 Stag1Dg Port, GUIRISIt.

Date I 33th. J1II1Ii 1916.
W s l/tIJP/7f1l1f/Pl.

RIpon CIIlIQC1dct ~ FortH. ·i.17 337971.

Sir,. . '. .'
I ~ GIl dIlt, GIl the &Nno" ot ~th, JaDe .ill t.1IIc.mtl R--. .

. . At 1620 houri I reeeiwcl'on 6b401c1~a ~' o&ll, receptioD l:ie1JIc
',' .,.., poor fro. ,:~ratt., 'lbOle call liP I ~ould' n.t reid.,

'" . '. .' '.

The '1IIIthIr at.l6lO how.,...... ·.rollins
(1) . ,cloUd.:' -v» It ,_ .h1mdrtt ftit~
. . l/Jp'at 'two·h1IIdrt4 .tett,
, .:. ,'wllD .t .n_.·clfcld,' .:..
(11) 'V1ISh:tl1t,- 1$00 jardI.' .. '
(iii) 11M - .. app~-' U. a.p.b. '" ,
!ht,QJ)~K:e ..r the laJxliq .trip 1Due .. m' - ltDgth,lOOO JU'U.

.' At 162) houri drcr&tt. ... ~ted Borth of the mt1.ld, tlliDg at
apprar. ]$0 ·teet.. Yeilw wr~ 1IIIIl'8t1nd to 1Dd1c&teairfield, R/'t
cOllliliD1cat1aa being kept open bet'ftC a1l'cntt cd JVMlf in the ,*,t2'81aOGa. .

At.~2) h~ the: aircraft .18 ginn thl tollft1llc 1DtolWt~J
(It x.iIth ot ~ lOOO ,.rdI. ,
(ut ll\IM,lI a grua strip: mlll.1pperJ,
.(ill) ~ last. to .It, .290',. .

',t 1624 hOurI, .ltter~ .• ftralltteJptl to laDd, ~ pilot ltatld .
that 'he .. verr - 1D f'IIellDd •• lIiIdiDg ~ to~. 162; bIvI aircraft
.land.ecl .it to Bait, to'\JChiDgdGIIl ~rIr' 200 7UdI rroa. But G' ot l'IJIRj.
1U Dot q;le to pull up 'bItcn'1'IIlZliDI :!.nto·rough erouad IDIl thel'ifOrt rill mte
ov.n gull pit. OIl the airfield bnDIIrJ.

. s. r, J\mI,
Fq1Dc Cm:el otf1cv.

"

.

.
•

Capt. Ail' C~,
!tag, ~ OU1clr.
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!PO SS7,
2C J,.., 19I&S.

. Trua1ttt4 hertlith 11 AU lora lh 1Dd'alJJ.t4. plpel'l ID liro~
IOC~ _.t-ll JuDe·,:19hS, 011the IalAnd or Q1iei'Dlet.. -":. .

..~ the statim C-.ndar I " .

A
,~uJ~jf·~";tC~~··

Capt., iii' Ccrpl,. .
JdjutaDt.· .

.. ', ..' .

" .
f:; _ "

6 IJXill.
IDoll ';',WI' .r...di (Qaint) . .

'. . IDcl' 2 - Pilot. st&t.~t (qUId) '. ..
:' . !ilcl')" ,.Co-pUota stataent, (quad) . .

!Del 4 - Jliv1gator. stiteaent (Quad)'
IJIcl'S - Radio ~&tor~. state.nt (qu&cl)
Inc1 '6 - 1'.C.o. 9t&tUllllt (qUId) .

. ". - 1st .lnd... -- ..
. . :BQ., 40m BIllB WING (H), 6~TI01~ 111, .J!.110557, 21 June 1945-. ..

.. ~t}·t .
.~~ OOlIll1l.and-ingGeneral, 1st Air Division. ~J>O 557. ." ,....~.
". T1~.s:headquarters concure with the tindi~8 and
recomDiendation,s.of the aircraft accident committee.

FOR .m cC!DiANPING OFFICJ!R: .. ;.

gInol.
Witb~avm: 1~')py rozn 14.
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