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DISCRIFTION OF ACCINENT

L}
_(Brief narrative of accident, Tnelude statement of responsibility and recomiseadations for sction to prevent repetiion)

Jmmummmmmmnmmummmmmrm

armor plate removed, making the tail lighter than on thoss B=17 aircraft the pdlnt
had been accustomed to flying. The ship made a normal landing on rurmey 2L, turned
right onto the perimster $rack and spparently taxiing at & slow rate of speed,
(5«10 MPH) downwind, when after about 50 yards the right tire btlew oute Because cf
8 1520 MPH tail wind, slightly from the laft of the tail, and the slow rate of
taxi, the wind was sufficiently strong in preventing the airoraft from turning
appreciably to the right after the bloweoute Ship rolled from 4O to 50 fest, the

tail started coming up and the ship muqlonra

According to statements from pilot and engineer no brakes wers uséd in:
stopping the aireraft, The investigating committes belisves that sufficient speed
was loat from the decelsration of the aireraft afteT the tirs blew cut to momsmtarily
raise the tail, Howsver, it does seem plausible to the Board that breking-action
must, have been used which of oom-umn-mmnmmwmgm:punun.
Apparently as soon as the tail started to rise the pilot's: immediate reaction was .
to pull the stick back, Bngines had been throttled beck while taxiings the wind
blowing directly on the reised elevators probably aided in completing the nose owr,

The accident could possibly have been avoided if the ship had been dead weighted
in the tail whils operating under a minimm load condition and dwring a brisk wind,
Possibly if the pilot had realised that his tail had started to rise soon enough
and had used an application ofpmruhnhpundthathkmkhnght have
succeeded in forcing the tail back down,

RECOMMEMDATIONS: That all ships with armor and armor pht-o mvulbt equipped with
sondﬂdnkh‘t:lntho uﬂmmmmuuumgnmmmmuw

- -

DAEDTATE CAUSE: Unknown,

MDERLYING CAUSE: Blow out of right tire while taxiing, Tail wind aided in noss
over after stick was pulled backs The aircraft hed armor and armor plate removed
moving CG forward, Pilot was not accustomsd to new 00 althought it was well within

»

RESPORSIBILITY: Tndetersined,

. Adrcraft Accident Committes:
; %&EL.TM = Wﬂ% R
- Major, Alr Corps, . i Wjor, Air Corps :
Pﬂot Presigenty _— m:tag Oontrol O!fi.w (u-ottio:l.o).
”W, Alr w. s .
Pilot - h);;%\/ : msht au'mu (ex=o£fisio),
OHN M, PALMGR, M
Captain, Air Corps, st Lt., Adr Corps,
Engineering Officsr - lembere Intelligence Officer (ex~officio)s
w (Investigating Officer)
ate 22 ..’. 19!150 ;
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BTATION g GROUP NO. & TYPE AIRCRAFT MODEL
106, England 384 Bomb (H) B-17G
i ‘ﬁ'-_TEuTr OR AERIAL ENGINEER SQUADRON NO. & TYFE ATHCRAFT BExIAL MO,
u/5gt Louis Hopps 545 Bomb (H) L2-97986
E.“" ’ — PRINT PLAINLY — e CARLE BTN o Lt R T IR TRUS T, FLIGHT DATA
LARS NAME — ASN. — GRADE — ORGANIZATION E-g‘-’fis:f\? uufv_sl':::::“:\la:‘v'? :L:.w:"t?fsf.lj:‘r:ﬁﬁﬂ Oni | TERMINALE AND MISSION
1 . 2 3 4 = a8 7 n e
5 y - : _.";_...{.;.._ '_._L__._..l___..._...l.....__. mon 106 l&
18 Welsh, James H., lst Lt, 0-182L54) 545th | 1 :15 '1 : 3 H o7 &5
.Grimm, Karel A., lst Lt, 0-1639106 54,5th '@;_"E‘i:;_'l'"_!-'"—“_"];'-_“ “—;L'—‘ 106 ® 0o |-
A D1 . —1 mnssn =" TES -
Reynolds, Edward }{., 2nd Lt, 0-836637 Su5th '3 Ti5 T~ : —-"-—J;——-'--];-—- -‘"""‘“ 01 :15
FROM
Bernard, Kenneth, 2nd I, 0-2077696 S545th "‘_]:"—5—' _‘J‘_—“"‘_I:'_"“"‘J:‘_—_ :
) E R e e e R e
Rank, Williem J, Sgt, 17118159 545th -_——:L '__J___"_—L——"———'E'_—_

Schwertfeger, Norman H., Sgt, 377#02‘?3 * 545th -Q—J:Li : s : e 1_:5

Miller, Lester E., Jr, Sgt, 37724170 54L5th ‘“J:‘““"l“"“J:'""
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I.,,ANE FLIGHT REPORT;F'E EERING ) y
AT STATION OF TAKE-OFF’ £

DIATELY BEFORE TAKL-OFF)

L-.. s W
M:W INSPECTED TODAY %o
FUEL oiL
HON av STATION ; |GALLONS) (QUARTS) g:
: g
; .2 NO. 3 NO. 4
rrerLiant_15/5/ " 106 E worve | e MO HO 55
. icko [Tanxs[sguv.| n [sEAv.| N [sumv.| N [sgAv-| m | &
DAILY ‘.5/5/145 HOPPS 106 icap |vams| icxo |raws) icen [vawxs)iceo |ranes|
28 vours_ §97300 w00 1700] L 11hol o 11lo! o U0
so Houns  $22100 280
100 HOURS 12100 3n0
ATH
s
INSPECTION OF AUXILIARY EQUIPMENT sTATUS
vooar | exeLanamion: COMPASS IWING DUE: #) & 4L
CQUIPNENT SYMBOL |INSPECTED BY BTATION T 1.
PRIMER ELBCHS NOT MOD: FLUX GATE
BOMBARDMENT
COMPASS INOPs
GUNNERY 3 4
CHEMICAL
coMMUNICATIONS| [ [y EXCEPTIONAL RELEASE
WHEN THE “STATUS TODAY" I8 INDICATED BY A RED SYMBOL,
AND AN “EXCEPTIONAL RELEASE HAS NOT BEEN GRANTED

FHCTOGRAPHIC

BY AN AUTHORIZED MAINTENANCE OFFICER, THE PILOT OF THE

AIRCRAFT WILL SIGN THIS RELEASE BEFORE FLIGHT.

NAVIGATION
RELEASED FOR { —CaMe REXOLD ,
FLIGHT
2 &
e AIRCRAFT AND ENGINE TIME RECORD
REMARKS: PILOTS AND MECHANICS . stx iNSTRUCTIONS INSIDE FRONT COVER, (ENTER 1N HOURS AND MINUTES)
ENGMNE N0, | HO. 2 NO. 3 NO. 4

v ome_| 189129 2555 | 3145 | 17410

FLUXGATE COMPASS OK - HOPPS

voonr | L300 Ls00| Ls00 | L300

TODAY

MASTER INDICATOR REPLACED

v | 19329 2955] 38L5 [ 2110

0L CHaner
Dt

Cumo. CLEAN-
ma Due

"o aTe 3TN

- HOURS
AIRCRAFY YOOAT - oo

TOTAL 618,;5

oare AIRCRAFT DRG. DATA AIRCRAFT DATA ENGINE DATA
15/5/L5 §TH R=1820-97
i COMD., SERV, COMD. ON DEP'T SERIAL NO. SERIAL NO.
, : : SW=027765
106 GROUP NO. & TYPE AIRCRAFT NODEL HERIAL NO.
CAEW CHIZP OR RNGINEER Sk 3?1]3 Wé
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JOLLOWDN 18 A0OTTRNT BY Lst I JAMES E, WELSH,
ASN 0-1824544, N 18 MY 1945 T4 AIRRAFT B-17 O § 43-97966
\

.

Lended on rumwey 2-4, $wrned right oa perimeter treck end was taxiing i
domwiad, Wind velosity wes apmmy twaty (20) miles per bour,

Tail wheel wgw looksd, ﬁiin;i we iiluhd. Whiok wes farward end
threttles were sll the way beck, The right tire blew out and no brakes were
applied, Flane was rolling feirly straight om perimeter treck.

’ As forwerd momentum wes lost the tail ceme up end in spite of all efforts
pulling the stiok back and using throttle, the ship nosed up, dameging ose
and No. 2, 3 and 4 props. There wers 2o casudltiss. I bad noticed a definite
nmhavmunuthhamtbothhtbmndu Mlmh

e— | % il

JAES H, WELSH,

hih.,ﬂrcorpl

oo Instruotor Pilot
5 545th Bomb 89
- S84th Bomb Gp
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. JOLLNING T8 o4 T AU NERATE T A TOREL Ao GROMM
Yl 0-1639108, (N 16 MAT 1945, DH ARATT BT 0 § 405708 |

I wes stending behind the sests with the Raginser, The taxi speed

m.maunudann-m.mmclvulmn:rmm.mm
tmblnwtthphmmudwudlmnnmiumwthﬂm:ttlu

or trakes were used.

{ 40 5ot $hink 358 e90ident could have been svoided besause of the
nuntmnanummpuhumph-mmommauuuu
muImomimmlmqumuumnmnmmuu

day.

: KAREL A, GRDAM,
1st 18,, Adr Corps
S | Plot . .
PRUEEE 545th Bowd &g

E ' 384th Bosb Op




ot
¥

S l] LU i i N L
FOLLOVWING IS STATMENT OF AIRCRAFT AGGIDEIT BY 2nd. LT EDWARD ll, REYNOLDS
ASN 0-836637, ON16 th, MAY 1945, IN B=17 G, AIRCRAFT # 42-9798

1, Landed on rumway 2-4-0 and made right hand turn onto the perimeter
track, Had gone a short distance with the wind to our back, when the right
tire blew. I had about 600 R,P.M. on the inboards and about the same on the

outboards. I did not apply any brake, and had gone only a short distance when
the tail came up, I pulled back on the stick and added scme throttle to try

and get it back down, The extent of the damage was #2,3 and 4 props b-ing
ruined and the nose badly damaged, I was in the left seat, . )

2. There were no personnel injured. :2:

mmm M. RETNOLDS, °
“2nd, LT, ATR CORPS,
- - PILOT,
545th BOMB SQUADRON
' 384th, BOMB GROUP

'i‘ii..u nkf‘.D
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MF 8TALICH L0 105 N o
Otfice of the’Flying Joutrol Officer

16 Maye 1945.’

SUBJECT: Aireraft Accidents

™ ¢ COMMAIDIZG OFFICER, AAF Station To. 106, AR 557, Us S. Army.
1. At approximately 0830 bours B-17 No. 7986, pilot Walsh, wes texying
on the perimeter track near dispersal 46 gfter having Dade a landing on rumWey
o, The richt tire blew out and the airoraft nosed over on the perimster,
driving the chin turret up into the mose sad dazaging No. 2,3,and 4 props.

2, Opergtions, Baginsering: and Proto Lgb were tnformed immediatelys
Ambul ance ond orash tender were dispatched from the Jontrol Tower, lo one
wae injured snd there was no damage to the airfield or property oter than the

girerast itself.

i s " GHARLES We OVERTON,
it %ir e, 1ot Lty & 0o 7/
N F. Ou o- ’ -
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ERADQUARTERS Depeb
AAP STATTON ¥O, 106 .
0ffiee of the Intelligenee Offiser

2) ey 1945,
U X

SUBJRCY: Imtellipence 0ty 0ers Report on Adreraft Accidest Imvolving AdrorafV
B-17-6 Fawber 42-97986, 16 Nay 1945,

%0 o+ Ommmanding Gemersl, Besdquarters, let Alr Dividen, AP0 557 U Army,

1, The following repert ecvering subjeet 10 hereby submitted,

PACTS: mmmu-mu piloted by lst It. Jemes E. Wolok,
0-028474, SA%AR Bemd Sqwadron, 384 Bomd Orowp, Matien 106, AP0 557, wae
taxtihg at o slow rate of speed dowmrind when the right tire blew ovt, There
was o 15 « 20 N,P.E, tail wind, The plame ecmtimeed to taxi 40 = 50 feet vhem
4o tail started to ocme wp and the plane nosed ever. The plane recently had

a1l armor plate removed,

FINDINGS: From all the faots presexted there is 2o evidmes of
ssbotage to ve pursued in this case,

~fD
DR L. g
108 4., Adr Corpe,
Intell, Officer Mmber,
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I' HEADQUARTERS
. AAF STATION NO. 106
Offioce of the Station Commander

a0 581,
5 23 my, 1945,

; SUBJRCT: Letter of Transmittal,
70 & Commanding Oeneral, lst Adr Division, APO 557.

Transxitted herewith is AAF Form 1 and anhd_mn on aircraft B-170
L2+97986, which was involwed in an accident on 16 May 1SLS.

For the Station Commander:

9 Incls:
Inol 1 AA® Form 1 (in quad).
Tncl 2 Insteuctor Pilots Statement (in quad),
Incl 3 Pilots Statement (in quad),
Incl ks Co-pilots Statemsat (in quad).

b Incl § Flying Control Officers Statemsnt (in quad),

s Incl 6 AAF Form 1 (in quad)}

bt Incl 7 AAF Form 1A (in quad).

o Incl 8 Intelligemes Officers Statement (in quad) 1
Incl 9 Photographs (2 sets, b prints ea)
360,33 1t Ind, (w/8/8)

HEADQUARTERS 1ST AIR DIVISION, AP0 557, 26 May 1945.
0t Cemmanding General, Bighth Air Force, AAF Statien 101, APO 634
g Q Forwarded in cempliance with Parsgraph 1, Sectien V, nghth Air Ferce Memrandua
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360033 ' 1st ¥/Ind, B-¥-55

Hqe Edghth Adr Force, AP0 634, /i Postmaster, New York.
To: Chief, Flying Safety, AAR, Winston-Salem 1, NeCe

N,

1. Transmitted herewith WD AAF Form No. 14 and allied papers on the
following aircraft accident:

a 18t Lt. James H. Welsh, B=17G mumber 42-97986.

2, Mis headquarters does not conour in assessment as 1007 undeter-
mired. It is felt that a better assessment would be 100% miscellaneous,
further subdivided as 307 materiel failure, tire; 30% weather; LO% Cig
factor. The gensral heading of miscellansous is given because mo single
one of these factors would have caused this accident; only the combination
that existed at this partioular moment could have resulted in this specific

accident,

FOR THE OOMMANDING GENERAL:

1 Incl: as above. y

25,1 2O 5 e

A2 o
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