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(80) Weather at the time of accident _8/10ths_clouds, base three thousand. (3,000) feet, visibility
_gaven (7). milea, wingd Southwest eight (8) miles per himra
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DESCRIPTION OF ACCLWI‘

(Brief nu%tlve of accident. Include statement of responsibility and recommendations for action to prevent repetition)

The aircraft had sustained considerable flak damage over the target, and
was returning alore on three (3) engines, The damage included a broken hydraulic
line between the right brake pedal and the brake itself, This line. is not under
pressure until the brake pedal is depressed. Upon reaching the English Coast,
the pilot made a routine check of the hydraulic system by noting the pressure
gauge and by operating the cowl flaps (also hydraulically operated)s Everything
seemed normal to him but he had failed to check the broken line, which could have
been done by depressing the brake pedals, Upon landing and applying brakes, the
left brake held but the right brake was ineffective, Furthermore the accumulated
pressure, being only then exposed to the severed line immediately collapseds
Of course, the left brake swerved the plane to the left, off the runway, starting
a ground loope The left engines were used a little too late in trying to
straighten out, and were relatively ineffectives The ground loop was almost
complete when Lieutenat Grove's aircraft struck another aircraft parkad about
four hundred (LOO) feet from the landing runwaye

The accident could have been avoided if the pflot had knam that the right
brake was outes And he would have known that if he had made the proper check in
the air, However, this pilot states that, in training, he was told not to check
the brakes in that manner and since then it had not been his policy to do sos
Two (2) members of this board know of the existence of such instructions in some
training stations in the United Statese Heretofore it has not bam this stationts
policy to warn pilots about the above mentioned checky &

Immediate Cause: Uncontrolled ground loop after landing. v I

Underlying Causes Right brake out, (unknown to pilot) due to enemy actions

Responsibility: Fifty (50) percent pilot error
Fifty (50) percent supervisory personnel

Recommendationss That all pilots flying B=17 type aircraft on operational
missions be instructed to always check brakes, by depressing !
brake pedal prior to, landing, ;

Airer Accident Committees

va.r.ms, muup. ROSBY, 1

Major, Air Corps, Capt, Air Corps,
i Pilot =~ President Flight Surgeon (ex-officio)
| Arsn sy th | Wﬁg»zw |
CE Lo THAC /) ER L. JANDS, '
lh:lor, Adr Corpa, 1lst It, Air Corps,

Pilot = Member ‘ Intelligence Officer (ex-officio)

2,

| et s
l ) (NMI) HANSEN,
i Major, Air Corps,

BEngineering Officer - Menber,
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The following is the aircraft accident statement by lst Lt. Alfrei W,
Grove, 0-780580, who was Pilot of aircraft #43-39138 on 25 Aoril 15L5s

" I was pilot on a/c 3-39138 on today's mission. T was assigned
to fly #2 element lead in the low Squadron. We made & second run on
the target and just as we entered the target area the flak becume in-
tense and tracking and very accurate. Just after borbs away #2 engine
started smoking badly and the oil was pouring out all over the cowling.
Thers was notkirg to do but shut off the fuel and feather the engine
while it was possible. The #1 turbo was also shot out and the Radio
Operator changed the amplifier but the turbo was still inoperative. We
could not keep up with the formation and were forced to come home alone.
No one on the crew was injured but we had many holes in the rlane. After
letting down we had three engines because we no longer needed the turbos.
Upon reaching 18,000 feet I had the Engineer close the star valve and
turned on the hydraulic pump so we could close the cowl flaps. We were
still pretty close to enemy soil and T had to use some extra power and
so I opened the cowl flaps again to keep the engines fron overheating.
The hydraulic pressure built up fast and remainad normal the entire trip.
I let the wheels down over the charnnel to check them for any damage.
Foth main and tail gear checked CK visually so I came back to the field
for a landing. The hydraulic pressure was OK on the final approach and
the enginecer called out airspeed and hydraulic pressure upon and after
landing. T made a normal landing and when I applied the brakes the left
brake held but the right braks had no effect. The fluid lsaked out of
the right brake line and caused the pressure todrop off completely when
brakes were applied. The Co-pilot gumped the hard pump but nothing
happened. I advanced the throttles of #1 & #2 but the engines did not
take hold quickly enough to avoid hitting another plans which was parked
on the left side of the runway.

,dén W. GROVE,
“1st It., Air Corps,
Pilot.
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Following is & aircraft accident statement by 2nd Lt, Merrill D. Noban,
0-8324,0l;, Co=pilot on Aireraft L3-39138 on 25 April 19LS,

'mmmmwhurmﬂmmmmdatb’
flak and we feathered it immediately. The turbo on 71 was knocked out
also and couldn't keep with the formation,

Over the channel we let down the wheels and checked the tires
and hydraulic pressure., Everything was OK.

“hen we got to the field we oalled for landing information asd
told the tower we had one engine out. Everything seemed allright, the

hydraulic pressure was CX, reading noraal., After ve landed I called out
Bhat hydraulic pressure was K and the enginser was watching the pressure .
When the Pilot started to use brakes, the pressure needle started to flic-
ker and he could not keep the ship straight, The laft brake seemed to be
holding allrgght but there was no brake on the right wheel. When the
Pilot saw that the brakes were not good, tried to straighten it out with
fl & #2 throttles. Thoy would mot take hold and the left tire was in the
mwmu.»muamwumm.xmtﬂu
to getisome pressure from the hand pump but it didn't no any good,
ship was in a turn but going so fast that we could not twrn fast enough
to aboid hitting the other ship.

Wl B. Tebobann

M.m,

2nd “to’ Air Corps,
Co-Pilot

- ————
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Following is a statement by T/Sgt LeRoy E. Fulmer, ASN 15076562,
aerial-engineer, concerning a/c 43-39138 -~ accident on 25 April 1945:

" We were hit over the target by quite a few bursts of flak one
of which severed the hydraulic line to the right brake. Somewhere off
Belgium the pilot told me to close the star-valve, and he operated the
cowh flaps; in that way we knew that we had pressure.

On landing I called the airspeed, and as the wheels Lit the run~
way, 1 checked and told the piles that the kydraulic pressure was ekay.
Then the pilot applied the brakes. As he did, the pressurs started to
drop orf, and the plane pulled to0 the left and off the runway. He
tried to gain control by advancirg the throttles on #1 & 2, but this
had no eftect. And we crashed into the tail of the plane that was

B

FULMIR
T/8gs., Air vorps,
Asrial-Engineer,
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NEADQUARTERS R-C-1
AAP BZATION N0, 106
Office of the g’lying Control Officer

2'3 wdl' 19“5’.

SUBJECTS Adrcraft Accident Report on B=17 lio. 9138,
0 s QOMMAIDING OFFICER, AAF Station No. 106, ARO Hoe 557, U.8. Army.

le At 1445 hrs on 25 April 1945, B=17 aircraft lNo. 9138, pilot 3rove,
returned from operations and was given lending inetructions and QFE for
runway 24 The sirceraft made a normal landing end when approximately two
thirds of the way down the ruaway suddenly grouad looped to the left, The
pircraft skidded across the grass and collided with another aireraft lio, G013
parked on the inner perimeter near disp. 4le DSoth aircraft sustained considerable

d amay ee

2, Inaspection of the runway revealed a heavy skid mark made by the left
wheel of the sircraft, This mark continued for quite a distance across the
grassge

3¢ Crash Truck and Ambulance were digpatched, LThere was no fire damsge

and no injury to the nembers of the crew,
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1 May, 1945,
SUBJECT: Aircraft Accident Reportv of B-1/G, #45-591456, Si4ltn Bombardment

Squedron, s8ith Bombardment Group (E), AAF Station No. 100, APO
991, 25 April, 19L5.

TO : Commanaing General, Headquarvers, First Air Division, APO 547,

U. 8. “WQ

1, The following report on tne above subject is hereby submitted:

FACTS: Aircratv Yumber L5-59158, SulLth Bombardment Squadron, >84th
Bombardment Group (H), AAF Station No. 10c, AP0 557, piloted by lst Lt.
Alrred W. Grove, 0=760560, 5Sulytnh Bombardment Squadron, >tlth Bombardment
Group (H), AAF Station No. 10uv, APO 557 wes returning from operational mis-
sion having sustained considerable bavtle damage, and in particular to the
hydraulic braking system of his aircraiv. Upon lanaing his aircraft, it
being unknown vo Lt. Grove that nis breking system had been damared, he
applied his brakes, and immediately discovered that he had only momentary
braking in his lert brake, and his right brake was inerfective.The aircraft
was swerved to the letrt, or1r the rumway, starting a ground loop. The lert
engire was used a little too late in trying to straighten out, and were thus
relatively inetfective. The ground loop wes almost complete when Lt. GroveRs
airoraft struck another airorart parked about four hunarea (40O) feet from
the landing runway,

FINDINGS: It is the opinion or this ort'icer trom the evidence and
testimony teken at the meeting of the Accident Board that the underlying
cause of this accidenu was unknown battle damege due to enemy aciton , and
that there is no evidence of sabotage to be pursued in this case,

1st. Lt., Air arm

Intelligence Of'ricer Member
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