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. DESCRIPTION OF ACCIDRNT
(Brief narrative of accident. Include statement of responsibility and recommendations for actlon to prevent repetition)

. The A/C took off from base in the early morning darimess on an operational misse
ion to the Continent, After take-off a turn south was mada to the first %on course®
heading, Trouble apparently started about three or four minutes out, as the A/C was
seen from the base tower, and _rom anoth airbowns A/C, to be losing altitude in
& right tun, After turning approximataly 150° the A/C crashed into a road about
L% miles SW of Ketterings, The A/C blew up and sevaral of the bombs followed explod=
ing at frequent intervals, Wreckage was scatiered over an ared nearly *I:Lh radins

- from the crash,

" Investigation following the accident disclosed that: 1, The crew had been
alerted to bail out too late for any one to escape, as the escaps hatches were found
sbout 500 yards from the scene of the crashy 2, Fire had started in the air & few
minutea prior to the crashj 3, The twy right hand engines (#3 & |j) were not devel=
oping as mich power as No'se 1 & 2 when the crash occurred; L. The A/C struck the
ground in & shallow dive apparently.out of control, The underlying causes have
besn undetermined beyond mere speculation, ; ;

Responsibilitys None charged dus to the nature of the accident and the absence
of definite cause, it has been impossible to fix any responsibility,

Recommendationss None,

5% S
i Wjor, Adr Corps,
; Squadron Commnder,

L

4,/._«: - -
T n. mmm, ;
. Mejor, Air Corps,
| Operations Officer,

. Major, Adr Corps, ¢ (cveipting Ofow)
- © 8-l Officer, < . .

v ———

 Dee 16 il 195, g ' :
g * , M 50% USAFPIa-43 -"29'0‘1}351 "

lt’ﬁh’qﬁ“w’_ﬁ 3 T




- DaTE BTATION GROUF No. & TYPE AIRCRAFT MODEL
6 April 1945 106 384th (H) Bomb B-17G
CREW CHIEF OR AERIAL EMNGIMNEEN SAUADACON MNo. & TYPE AIRCRAFT SERIAL Mo,
- 3/Sgt Alfred Marieni 545th (H) Bomb 44,-6923
- R A A e viacrices o R EEAmT. RAYA
: s ALLY as g BTy TR an [V mad AR S &
P l e
18 | MacKellar, D. A., lst Lt, O-828L74 545 I l : = 1 N 25
] 17 | Mclaughlin, O. R., F/0, T-7789 545 GP! I l ' C s
_‘_“ 18 | Cebulaki, L. C., 2nd Lt, 0O-2068605 sus I 1 I I o \ ¥
¢t . [ 38 | samwela, R. H., 8/Sgt, 13154055 545 ' I l L 2
PO S — E | | | e oF
] IT” Conmell, H. C., S/Sgt, 36811845 5L5 -l 1 % : i
= " I l l’ - “-_-_:. iy
I | [se | Pruste, b, L., sgt, 37537264 545 ‘“_! : : - 5
"I 38 | Courtney, R, F., 8/Sgt, 13172510 545 m—l— I l I ' 2
. Tou '
(C D38 | Bronzett1, w. 1., s/sgt, 42060052 545 Iﬁ.l i i l 4
L':‘_l !- =l l ! -mmie X i
: (J 1 T ! ! ! -
. SR I 1 =S IO B
A TRUE COPY: [ ] [ I A \--‘-:' :
.4 : : 3 5
] | ] | ek e :
JOSEPH S LABODA 3 : : : 5
Capt, Air Corps I [ | | ba §
o Operations Offiger | [ : : T s : H
] 5L5 m —r | 1 | . l.:.'.-.‘.'..
o - - -
| AF FEeTE AIRPLANE FLIGHT REPORT — oprmations ——;?;é:ﬁ-- g ;-‘i’-:;-ﬁ-“ﬁ'o g 3
R U ]




e =

wAR FTMENT
A A FiFORM NO. 1 A
REY. (1 JAN 44)

AIRPLANE FLIGHT REPORT - encineeming

"INBPECTION STATUS

*WARGERVICING AT STATION OF TAKL.OFF

CDINIJKIC“I’IO’GI' c

iy - ! ICHECH IMMEDIATELY BEFONE TARE-OFF)

eaTE OF INSPLETED TOBAY R — .i G

L5 ¥ FOEL F o fa

UK " - WTATION 1GALLONS, IGUARTE 4}
TS [, B - g !g

; | L 3 NO. 3 NO. 4
PREFLIGHT = | 106, - (. No.1 ue. a4 E'E
e I B [iceo [ramxs/sonv. | w |seav.| w0 |sgAve| o ecav- |
DAILY - 6-&[5 u m . '&&Hﬁ AKKE| ICED [TANKS| 1RO [TANKS e
gugyg_i__ahmhs _______ . [0 lm m m _—
ME.".!"___: ___“i_! el (L]
39_'«3-1-4’11?_1_!&5 RRAT —— _fme ;
e s TR i
5T
INSPECTION OF AUXILIARY EQUIPMENT ATATUS
NSFECTION OF AUSILIARY ¢ s | o COUPASS SING DUE
EQUIPMENT SYMBOL |[INSPLCTED BY ETATION =" P- 3.

IO A= / _MAV. AIRSPEED NERDS GAL.
[BoMBARDMENT | — i
SUNNERY: - 1 ). s e O T
CHEwicAL | | A

106

EXCEPTIONAL RELEASE

WHEN THE “STATUB TODAY' IS INDICATED BY A RED SYMBOL,
AND AN *EXCEPTIONAL RELEASE" MAS NOT BEEN GRANTED

LR e

PHCTOGRAPHIC o
i T e Y T
-—IE—*—- ¥ 1 106 RELEASED FOR {:mc KRLIAR
FLIGHT 3 o
REMARKS: PILOTS AND MECHANICS - stt inaTaucTions IN8IDE FRONT COVER. AT ANSINRINE TINE
————— - ENGINE ND. 1 nO. 2 L ] NO. &
[ roome | 3u72L0BL7ak0| 561203474
HOuRe
TOOAY
ks [-r—
1
S algelals 13 20lS
S w8 DUE ki il
NouRs 1
e 10 paTE M
KRCRAFT oy
— —— TOTAL
B A TRUE COPY .
=, P e, W |
J |
i 2 . =
- THQMAS -P.—DAVIS,
Captain, Air Corps,
Orowp Engineering Officer,
. AIRCRAFT DRG. DATA AIRCRAFT DATA ENGINE DATA
% AR FORCE COMPONENT ENGINE MODEL
VIITth Re1820-97
AT 106 Cowo wiav cowo. onci>+] DOMBARIMENT SEmiaL wo, e
1st WING ] SH=03 34
- - GROUF MO, & TYRL mcn_n MODEL BEMIAL WO, BERIAL MO,
o 384th (B) B-170 . [SW019038 $%-033356
§/Sgt. MARLANT. [Fevosswss smvme " [Smnir ks . ;
.# TE SLSth (R) I.,_‘ “"-M""‘ TOTAL FLIGHT TiMEalp ’




R A, e 1 e v

e

T i-: <.
S _‘{'_‘:J(*. i N t !;. ]
HEADQUARTERS D-J-j
A7 STATION NO, 106 '
Office of the Intelligence Officer
APO 557»
1% l.pril, l9h5o

SUBJECT: Aircreft Accident Report of B=-17-G, #lL~6923, 545th Sombardment
Squadron, 384th Bombardment Group (H), AAF Station No. 106, APO

557, 6 April, 1945,

70 1 GCommnding Generel, Hesdquarters, First Air Division, APO 557,
Us Se Army,

1, The following report on the sbove subj ot is hereby submitted:

FACIS: Alrcraft lumber 4i=6923, 5L5th Bombardment Squadron, 384th
Bombardnent Group (H), AAF Station No. 108, APO 557, piloted by lst Lt Donald
A MecKeller, 0-82847L, SuSth Bombardment Squadron, 384th Bombardment Group (H),
AAP Station No, 106, 4PO 557, had just taken off from thisf isld for an sppretional
mission, The aircraft was seen to be losing altitude thres (3) or four (L) minutes
out, both by the tower and another airborre airdraft, during & right turns The
aircraft turned approximately 150 dsgrees and then crashed into & road about four
and one half (L}) miles SW of Kettering, The aireraft blew up and ssversl of its
bombs exploded &t frequent intervals, causing wreckage to be scattered over an
ares of nearly ons half (3) mile radius, All members of the crew were killed,
FINDINGS: It is the opinion of this officer from the evidence found
at the scens of the crash by the investigating officer, Major Phillip Y, Willians,
that fire had startsd ih the airofaft a few prior to the crash, that the
two (2) right hand engines (f3 and #L) were devdloping as much powers as were
Nos's 1 and 2 when the crash occwred, and that the aireraft struck the ground
in & shallow dive apparently out of control, and that the fefinite cause of the
socident is indeterminable, From the evidence and findings there is no evidence

(]I Y

1st Lt., Air Corps,
Intelligence Officer Mswber,
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 The following is a.statement by B/0 ALFRED D, YFSKO, T=132935, on
aircraft accident, .

Te followed aircraft flL=6923 down ths rummay and in the climb I was watch=
gradually

ing what we believed to be his signal lamp in the tail, Tt descended
until we saw a big explosion and after that we realized that the lirht we followsd

was too big to be his signal lamp, but in all probability some part of, the air-
craft was on fire, Didn't circle the scene of the accident for fear of exploding

bombs.

' anh

ALFRED D, HESKO,
F/0, Adr Corps,




©oSECRET

AR STATION 10. 106
0 ize of the Plying Control Officer

14 April, 1945

SUBJEST: Abreraft Accident of AU lo. 6923

™ ¢ COMMUDING OFFIOER, AAF Station Fos 105, AR lios 557, Us S, Aray.

. 1, On 6 April, 1945 at 0455 hours aireraft Lo, 6923 pilot Lte MoKeller
whs airbourne on operationel mission.

2. At approximgtely 0500 hours Is
flashing in the tail losing altitude end tum
the runway 24, several miles from the field,
dull flash followed by several bright flashes

g an aircraft with an aldis lanp
ing to the right of the Q0N of
The 1izht disappesred end a
then occurada .

3, M alrboumne aireraft from this station gave the approximate locetion
of a crash as southwest of Kettering,

4, Orash Tender and Aubul.nce were dispatched immediatelys ALl concerned

ﬂ;‘m 74! M
Jm Eo aILLS,
I'tl Lt., & Cg,
Duty P Cs Os

wars notified.
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39,1 % 15t Ind, GeGem8
TH AIR FORGE, AAF STATION 101, APO 634, US Army. JUN 11 1945

TC: Commanding General, lst Alr Division, AP0 557, US Army.

For compliance with basic commynication and return through
this headquarters,

/7 4
BY COMMAND OF MAJOR GEMERAL KEFIERS & 2
3 . He S. WILSON, 0.,
khjor. A.:}.D.’

Wa | \
\ \ . N B Asst, Adj. Gen.
& n ” |

bR
1' ‘. r’

\lr:; “‘:\
BASIC: Ltr, Hq. AAF, Wash, D>‘,({7 June LSy $dbj: /0 Orland F. Mclaughlin,
T-007789, 545 BS, 384 BG, AR 557, NY, KIA 6 Apr L.

312.1 2nd Ind, (6/D/19)
HEADQUARTERS, 1ST AIR DIVISION, APO 557, 13 June 1945.

10: Commanding Officer, 4LOth Combat Wing, APO 557.

For complisice with bn.la commmnication and retura through this
headquarters.,

e———— e

-~ CHARIES E. GARVIN,
Capt., Alr Gu'pl, .
‘0‘8- Asst, m.
3ASI0: ¥/0 0.7, Mclamghlin, T007789, 38Mth 30, nnu in sction 6 Apr 45, 444 2 Jua M5,
319.1 3rd Ind, OmA=l

HEBADQUARTIRS NOTH COMBAT BOMB WING (Hv), APO 557, 1% JUNE 1945,
’ 20: Oommanding Officer, 3544h Bomd Grewp (Hv), APO 557, U, 8, Army.

Jor compliance with dasic communication and return through thie Headquarters.

BY ORINR OF COLONEL NUSTOMN: M//

{

/lom r.
let. LS., A, 0
Adjutans,
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Lth Ind. (C-A-18)
HEADQUARTERS, AAF STATION WO. 106, #PO 557, 16 June 19u5.
T0: Commanding Officer, LOth Combat Bombd Wing (H), APO 557.

1. F/0 Crland F, McLaughlin, T-7789, was Xilled in Action near
Kettering, England, 6 April 1945, while serving as Co-Filot of B-l7 aircraft

#ul-6923

2. A/C #LL-6923 crashed in the early morning darkness almost immediately
after take-off for en operational mission over Germany. BEntire crew was killed.
No further information is available.

3. Complete crew list is as follows:

‘st Lte Donald A. MacKellar 0-828L74
F/0 Orland F. MCLaughlin . T-7789
2nd Lt. Leo C, Cebulski > 0=2066005
S/Sgt. Robert H. Samuels'‘——— 13154055
: Sgte David L. Fruit —— 37537164
[ S/Sgt. Harvey . Connell ~~. 36811845
S/Sgte Raymond F, Courtney .. 13172510
S/Sgt. Warren J. Bronzatti 112060052

For the Station Commander:

&?R,w JC

R. WYATT,
Capt., Alr Corps,
ldjumtao
BASIC: /0 0.7, Mclaughlin, T-007769, 384th B0, killel in mctien 6 Apr 45, 2 Jun N5,
319.1 5th Ind, GAl

HEADQUARTERS NOTH BOMD WING (H), APO 557, 19 JUNE 194,
70; Cemmanding Getieral, 1lst Air Divisien, APO 557, U, S5, Army,
Attentien is invited te preceding indersoment.
ICx THE OOMMANDING OFFICER:

P b

1et, It,, A0,
Ad Jutant,
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BASIC: Ltr, {q. AAF, Wash, DC, 2 June 45, subj: F/O Orland F. Melaughlin,
T-007769, 545 BS, 384 BG, APO 557, NY, KIA 6 Apr 45.

312.1 6th Ind. (¢/p/19)
HEADQUARTERS, 1ST AIR DIVISION, APO 557, 22 June 1945.

70: Commanding General, Eighth Air Force, AAF Station 101, APO 634.

Attention 1s invited te 4th Indorsement,

FOR THE COMMANDING GENERAL: il' fi

CHARLES E. GARVIN,
Capt., Air Cerps,
J\Ctg. i.it. Adj. G‘n.

3194 £ 'j 2 e gh Inde s
HEADQUARTERS EIGHTH AIR roam,, AAR. STATION 101, APO 634, US Army. JUN 24 1945

T0: Commanding General, mropun Theater of Operations, APO 887, US A™my.
(Attn: AG Casualty Section)

Attention invited to 4th indoreeament.

H.S. WILSQN, JR.,
mor, A.G.D..

Asst. Adj. G\tL
ﬁ
319

HQ, U. S, MORCES, SUROPEA! THEATER (REAR), APO 887, U S Army, 3 Ju],v%th'S

8th Ind,

T0: Commanding General, Army Air Forces, Washington 25, D. C.

Records this hudqmtcrn indicate status of sudject od’fngpr.

-If" mm THEATER C QMMANDER;:

23

oy el o;{‘ g e

‘n—"".a

BRADUNAS, Lt. Col. . W -
e 5 H. M. RUND
MJENCH, Capt., AC, ._ Colonel, AGD '7
| Mntouj.ﬂjn.




Commanrling General, European
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Iy JR.,
AsGeD,,

Misst, Adj. Gen,

CONFIDENTIAL.
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AG 704 Cas 8th Ind. GFF/1b
HEADQUARTERS BUROFEAN THEATER OF CPERATIONS, APC 887, U, S. ARMY, 22 June 1945

T0: Commanding General, Army Air Force, #ashington 25, D.C.
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1st Lt. Denald A, Mackellar

2nd It, Leo C. Cebulski

F/0 Orland ¥, Nelaughlin

8/8gt. Warren J. Bronsettd
8/8¢gt, Raymond F. cw
8/8gt. Harvey C. Connell
8/5gt. Robert H. Samuels

Sgt. David L. Pruit

Mrs. Margaret MacKellar (mother)
1833 North Bererdo
Hollywood, California

dr, Tony J. Cobulski (father)
Al0 Stone Street
Georgetown, Illinois

Mre. P. B. Illqnlh (mother)
Nedway, Maine

Mrs. Getma Bromsetti (mother)
645 Marcy Avenue
Brooklym, New York

Mr, Charles J, cqn-y (father) -
R. 7. D. Number Ome
Atlantic, Pennsylvania

Nrs. Mary B, Coancll (mother)
?. 0, Box Number Sixtesn
Genesee Depot, Wiscomsin

Mrs. Grace B, Samuels (mother)
1823 Dallas Street

Priladelphia, Pennsylvania =
Mrs, Doris K, Fruit (mother)

2508 land

Topeka,
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