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(Last name first) = Clas Counaxp PnnnT AMACHUTS
) (18) (13 (14) ;gz (16) n (18) (19)
¥ | _Plerce, Oscar . P | 0669917 | st Tt 01 i AC Bth None s | Xoe
_Espey,. Alkert Na P | 0=781265 | 2nd LtJ 18 AC 8tn N None_
v _| claflin, Richard E. [N _|T=13LL%6 | F/0 1 AC Bth | Yona | None
@.... Rozkuski, Niliian. Ba 31350741 ﬁt. 38 AC 8th | None . | ione .
80.|. Palmer,.E3d0 Lao.o.... 17134188 _|_S/Sgt..|.38 AC Bth None .| Eona
TT.|..Taylor, Charles E. 6987119 | S/Sgts| .21 AC Bth | Nome | Nome..
ET.| Read, Alfred J. 36686851 .| Sgta_..|..38 AC..) Bth | Neme .| lone...
16| Polowy,. Thaddeus 1202793l | Sgt...|..38 AC..[ Bth | Nee | Nona
FG_|. Newhauer, Robert Fa 368l2198._| Sgi. 38 AC._ | B8th - | Nona | Noms..
RGM| Pacocha, Rdward J. 31349950 | Sgt. 38 AC fth | Hope | None ..
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(38) This type. 602140 (42) Instrument time last 6 montbs.... ... _ 16300
(39) This model 277500 . (43) Instrument time last 30 d&F8...—oooeocre  —oeocs 115
(48) Last 90 daya. 155225 (44) Night time last Smonthe .. .. 30245
(41) Total_ 1007315 (48) Night time last 30 day.... . 0200
aiy - T ———
? A S - T e
_  pamacr | (49) LI8T OF DAMAGED PARTS
(48) Aircratt____|.____§ 4 Right inner and onter wing panel, Fuselage wrinklad
(47) Engine(s) \ . and_caved in hetween stations 5 % 6, wrinkled at roat
(48) Propeller(e).. §._.| of left wing, laft inner wing pansl, Salvagede.....
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®  DESCRIPTION OF ACCIDENT

(Brief narrative of accident. Include statement of responsibility and recommendations for action to prevent repetition)

L]

The airplane was landed catisfactorily, upon completion of an operational mission,
and was turned off the rumay and taxied with the assistance of brakes which were appar-
ently working satisfacterity, After €learing the rurway, the pilot decided to use his
inboard engines to taxi as one of the c:tboards (#L) was feathered so he cut the other
outboard (#1) and proceeded towards his assigned dispersal peint, After taxiing about

1000 feet, and upon starting a left turn, the pilot noticed that he was not getting
results from the brakes - some confusion followed during which time he applied full

power alternately on both inboard engines, increasing his taxi speed, and executed an
uncontrolled lsft turn wtil the right wing struck a tree and stopped the aircraft,

It has been determined by the Accident Board that the hydraulic system was actually
out tempararily although the investigation immedistely following the accident disclosed
no mlfunction of the system. This failure of the system has been assessed 25§ of
the responsibility, The pilot was given 75% of the responsibility for taxiing at an , H
excescive rate of speed, under the circumstances, and for not instructing the co= ;

pilot to use the emergency hand pump to build up the pressure, : :

It is the op:l.nion of this Aecident Board that pm'entau\'e action should include J
closer supu'vision over taxiing by F‘]yi.ng Control with apecial enqahasis on !'ut taxi- I
ing. t
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WA otﬁnm::r“ AIRPLANE FLIGHT RE

A. F. FORM N

REV. (1 JAN 44)
' INSPECTION STATUS
(CHECK IMMEDIATELY BEFORE TAKC-OFF )
9"‘:“” INSPECTED TODAY
FUEL oiL Ko
":::. LAl STATION ; (GALLONS,; (QUARTS:) g:
> = -
rulsLlGHM 19-45 W E luwe | w |1 NO. 2 NO. 3 NO. & 3§
19- B | icED [YANKS ggRv-| In |SERV.| (N |SERV-| IN |sgmv.| | gV
DAILY ICED (Tamks ) iICED |Tasin@| ICED |TANKS| ICED [TANKS o)
:
25 HOURS 283115 187 T00 o o

_?Pﬂﬂouﬂﬂ wﬂils 2nD .

100 HOURS 310:10 280 | Jit

PLUGS _ |263s15 il e |

BAITS. 5TH ,
INSPECTION OF AUXILIARY EQUIPMENT STATUS

TODAY :xumn:ou-w—

~—tqull-lu¢1 SYMBOL | INSPECTED BY -[ STATION ™
/N3] Fiux Gate Compass O£,

BOMBARDMENT H HYDE IQ6 = I ‘_a‘{\
GUNNERY E o ROZHNSE[ 2 4.
D | rexiem 106 .
COMMUNICATIONS H Hmcx 106 EXCEPTIONAL RELEASE
WHEN THE STATUS TODAY" IS INDICATED BY A RED SYMBOL,
AND AN ~EXCEPTIONAL RELEASE’ HAS NOT BEEN GRANTED

BY AN AUTHORIZED MAINTENANCE OFFICER. THE PILOT OF THE
AIRCRAFT WILL SIGN THIS RELEASE BEFORE FLIGHT.

NAVIGATION
) ¥ 3B & ‘Q, RELEASED FOR {1m:__.____.___

PHCTOGRAPHIC

AIRCRAFT AND ENGINE TIME RECORD
(ENTER IN HOURS AND MINUTES:

REMARKS: PILOTS AND MECHANICS . ste INSTRUCTIONS INSIDE FRONT COVER

NO. 4

ENGINE NO. | NO. 1 NQ. 2

_Chks, Satis. on Pre-flight., Sgt, WERR
| ﬂ_@m Failurse. m 'i!_g_m_ﬂd‘_ = r'mu‘t'e ;ZIm
Flight Indloator Removed, Sgt. J CAMPRELL — 213:00 9,0015'1‘#5"‘1 |

__Ball Turret Door Removed T/Sgt. OREER rorac | 284430 4100|281 3028L3 0

STy Due cm

e ] ——308115-

ceeem o oATE 275330
von <o HOURS 9‘00

T
AIRCRAF TODAY

TOTAL 281“ 30

A TRUE COPY3 ) yanVa

D l AIRCRAFT DRG. DATA I AIRCRAFT DATA ENGINE DATA
MARCH 19 'hs [ AIm FCRCE :om.-onntr ENGINE MODEL
= ToX | AALB. (5) R1820-97
. . D. oR T BERIAL NO. SERIAL NO.
CREW CHIEF OR ENGINE - ‘-c'“” i o mﬁﬂ& ll!u;.uu?76
“ | 384 BOMB. (H)

S/Sﬂ.ﬂl C. m]s;uulen NO. & TYrg AIRCRAFT SEm = oI . 3}
SUls BB (H) =655 2N FOTAL ROy T~ = g .
Tt i P Ra— - 9100
B _ . * R '___.
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ht Fiyiag Time Since Total Flylag Time

AAF 106, APQ 587 . w:lpfm
’mﬂrllﬂmh

Allclm' LAST D, L R.=Dapet

Sy Nopa
ENGINE | LAT PYERKAVL—Depet Bours Since Depets ad Hoars AL Exch Previess Ovacksal |

R Part Drawiag, Serial and Speeification o, R !
755 :

Quastlty Kaswa Betoetive e, Proviews Follares | Mamsfaslorer laspoctar's Na. or [dsstifestion

Todieats by “1" Phete [T Soat nder Tuth Rrpaired o Dispozed of To Overkasl
u Blspsitin Dnm Dw_ Dlmﬂh Dmn- ! 'ln-lu G Facilty u
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o e M EXPEDITE

1. Aircraft B-17G L4=65% landed returning from an operational
mission, Brakes on the run way and for about one thousand (1000) yards

around the perimeter operated 0.K. but then after taxing this distance brakes
u were needed again and pilot and co-pilot claimed no brakes were available u
R which caused the aircraft tomn into & tree, R

2. It is believed that the switch assy solenoid type B-y may have
stuck momentairly causing the brake pressure to te lost. Solenoid was ‘
uR found slightly burnt although after the accident the whole system was u
checked and found 0,K, Hydraulic pressure was eight hundred (800) pounds. R
The brakes were worked causing the pressure to go down and the hydraulic
pump cut in building the pressure up again,

UR 3« Since no previous trouble has been encountered this UsR. 18 " -
submitted only to accompany the form 1 in this case, R i

Uy WL e U

capt.un, kir Corps, .
Ih'onp h@'o Officer,
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STATIMET BY 1ST LT OSCAR W, PIERCE, O=669917, CONCERNIN® ACCID™NT OF ATRCRAFT

# L6590, 19 MARCH 19453

"leaving formation due to enfgine trouble, and after dropping my bambs
I proceeded to base without undue trouble, Vhen reaching Prench Coast, I used
hydraulic pressure to operste eowl flaps for engine cooling, At this time
I placed switesr in automatic position, The cowl flaps were cpsrated several
times on return to base and hydraulic pressure checked O.K. Arriving at base
I made my landing at 17330 hours, The hydraulic pressure at time of landing
was checked and found to be normal, I used brakes to slow my roll and alss to
turn from runway, The cowl flaps were opened at this tims, After lining wp
for a straigh! taxd, the tail wheel was locked and & normal texi was mads to
first left turn en the taxi strip, The tail wheel was unlécked at this point
and using my right engine I procesded to make turn, After getting plane in
turn, I then tried to stop or straighten it end had no pressure for brakes,
Vhen brakes failed, I used full left throttle to stop turn, but by this time I
was off runway and heading for a tree, I then cut left sngine and tried to
ground loop plane before striking tree, but this just increased my speed, so
both engines were cut and the plane struck the tree with the right wing and
at this time the hydraulic pressure pump started running whieh built the
pressure up to nomal, Hydraulic pressure was called out as 0.Kg When we had
completed roll and while on our initial landing end fast rell, the engineer |

called hydraulie pressure 0.K," :

oo e

1st Lt, Adr Corps,
Pilot,
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RESTR..TED

STATEMENT BY 2nd LT. ALBERT N. ESPRY, 0-761265, CONCERNING ACCIDENT
OF ATRCRAFT li}i~6590, 19 MARCH 1545,

b %

The hydraulic sys
normally. Upon landing the

down the landing
runway Was made.

the turn it was firs
tried to he made with the engines igmediately we went off the

aireraft could be stopped it hit a tree causing damage to

airplans stopped
draulic pressure.

- ooy 2 SN

tem was chacked on before landing chack and was operating
hydraulic system was used to open cowl flaps and slow
roll, The brakes were working when the turn off the end of the
w.mamuammuolmmmyaomdmmne

4 noticed that the hydraulic system was outs
perimeter and before the

the airplane. When the
Icouldhaarthnlvdnu]icpumapenting,buﬂdins@thahy-
I do not know the reason for the hydraulic fallure.

2nd Lte, Mr Go;Zu,

Co-Pilot.
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STATEMERT BY SfSOT CHARLES E. TATLOR, IYXJE6987119, CONCERNING

ACCIDENT OF ATRCRAFT Ll-6590, 19 MARCH 19L5.
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BiD MBS R-D-1
AAF STATILE T0. 106
Office of the Flying Contrwl Officer

20 Hareh, 1945,

SUSJRCT: Alreraft Accident,
o) ¢+ OOMMATDLIG OFFICER, AAF Station No, 106, AR 557, UsSs Army,

1, At 1725 brs., 19 March 1945, aircraft 6590, pilot Lts Pierce
landed early from operation with Mo, 4 propeller feathered.

2. While toxing to disperssl area the pilot called on R/T saying
his brake pressure had failed end that his aircraft had hit g tree to the
lel't of the perimeter tracks

3« Ambulanoe gnd fire tender were diaspatched to the scene of accident,
M1 concerned were notified.

;144444,;. N Shitls

JAMES K, BILLS
lst Lt & 0.
Duty Flyinz Control Officer,
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EEADQUARTERS
AAF STATION KO, 106
Offics of the Intelligence Officer

AP0, 557,
23 March 1945,

SUBJECT: Aireraft Accident Report of B-176 44-6590 of the 544tk Bunhudmrt
Squadron, 264th Bombardment Group (F), AAF Station Yo, 106, APC 557,

19 ¥arch 1945,

T0 1 Commanding Seneral, Headquarters, First Air Divisiom, APO 557, U, 8.
Armys

1. The following report on the above subject is hereby submitted,

FACTS: Airoraft KNumber 44-6590 of the 544th Bombardment Squadron,
304th Bembardment Group (H), AAF Station 106, APO 557, piloted hy lst Lt. Osear
¥. Dlerce, 0-609917, 544th Bombardment Squadron, 384th Pombardment Group, AAF
Station 106, AP0 557, was returning to his home station after sn operational
mission over enemy territory with his Number 4 propeller feathered, this engine
having failed over enemy territory. When his aircraft hed resched the French
ooast Lt. Pierce used his hydraulic pressure to operate his oowl flaps to oool
his engines, He also plsced the Pressure Regulating Switeh in the sutomatie
position, The pressure checked out nermally on the gauge at this time and a%
the time of lending his eiroraft. Af'ter making a normal approsch to the fiald
and landing he used his brekes to slow dowm the roll of hi. uiroraft and eiso o turn
from the rumway, A normal taxi was made to the first le#t 4urn on the taxd strip
sxcopt he was taxiing on his two inboard erngines ss hie Number 4 engine was in-
onerative, The tail wheel was unlooked e% this point and using his right engine
he prnoeeded to make his turn. After getting his plane inte the turn ha tried
to stop end straighten out his airoraft and found that there was no hydraulic
prassure for his brakes, When Lt. Fierce diseovered thet he had no hydreulio
pressure for .ie brakos he used full left throttle to stop Ms turn, but by
this time he was off the rumvay, heading for a tres, He then cub his left engine
and tried to ground loop his plane before striking the tree but this only imoreased
his speed, Both of his engines wers then cut and the plane came in contact with
the tree, The right inner and outer wing panels were demaged, the fuselage was
wrinkled and caved in st stations Number five and six and the fuselage was wrinkled
et the left wing root. Upon striking the tree the hydraulic pressure pump started
to operate and it then built up the hydraulie pressure to normal,

2nd Lt. Albert N, Espey, 0-781265, was the Co-pi Yot of Bhe airoraft, He had
cheoked the hydravlio pressure in the airoraft i ~afvat the seme times ar had
Lts Pleros and had also found it to be normal. When he became sware that the Pilot's
brekes were not funotioning properly, he had applied pressurs to his right brake,
only to find that he had no hydraulie pressure either, Fe did not attempt to build
up the hydraulic pressure with the hand e hand pressure pumps ...,
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§/Sgt. Charles E. Taylor, 6987119, the Enginesr of the sireraft, had
cheoked the hydraulic pressure in the air end while the airersft was taxiing
and had found it normal, While the eircraft was orn the mission he hed drained
the system according to Standard COpsretional Procedure and later had seen thet
the pressure had been built up when it became necessary to use same, s/sgte
Taylor said that while he was installing his gune in the eiroraft that morning
he had bumped ageinst the instrument panel and the hydreulic pressure pump had
started to operate and did so for a short time. He had thought at the time that
this was unusual, but as it out itself off in a short time he did not give the
metter another thought after noting thet thre pressure wes up to normel, EHe also
noticed that after the airoraft had hit the tres the hydraulic pump had again
cut in and huilt the hydraulic pressure up to normal,

FINDING: It is the opinion of this officer that the taxi accident of

19 March 1945 involving sircraft Mumber 44-6590 piloted by lst Lt. Osear W,
Plerce, 0669917, was due to the failure of the hydraulio system of his airoraft

end speoifioally in the feilure of the Pressure Regulating Switch to operate
W‘mﬁr& wes in no way dus to sabotags, and K143 fE the fallure
oF7?nd Lt. Albert N. Espey, 0-781265, the Co-pilot of Airoraft Number 44.6590,

to fully realize the immediate situation and to operate the hand pressure pump

to build the hydraulio pressure up to a point for the proper operation of the
hydraulic system. An Unsatisfactory Repert is being rendered by Major Meolai
Hangen, 0-2044535, Station S-4 Officer, of this station on the Pressure Regulating
Switoh of Airoraft Number 44-6550, .

Jﬂ_ A

ER L. S,
1st Lt., Air Corps,
Intelligence Offiocer Wember,
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