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DESCRlPl'JON 01" ACCIDENT.
(llrief narrative 01 accIdent. Include It&tement 01 ltf!lOll!ibility and rocommenda(iona for action to prevent repetitloD)

Duling a practice flight tram this station the aircraft was landed upon a hard
lur!aced runway at Ringway, and the shock of the landing ·eheared·two lanliing gear
supporting bolts causing the right gear to collapse •. The a~rcraft ground looped to
the right resulting in· daasge to t~e right 'ring, ell,gii1esi props; etc.

Investigation di aclosed that a normal approach had been aade but' that the p£lot
levlled off too high above the runway and stalled in from ten (10) to fifteen (15)
feet altitude. The; aircraft wall loaded with twenty seven hundred (2,700) gallong of
gasoline prior to take-off and had not been in the air long enough to reduce the grose

,weight. substantially.
Thoro Was no, w.i.dence of mechani.cal, or ..~~erieLfail~re involved.: .' ,. '

, . • .•. • to'

The pilot W&,S given one hundred nOO) percent responsiblity tor error, in ,
judgem~!J.,tand te$lique on landi!1g fla~-out. , ." \'
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STATmENl'1 ai 1st Lt. HaYJll)ndD. 000](", concerning Landilr8 keident
ot B-17G42..27822, on 16 ~ 1945.

()116 li'll'Ch 194.5, 0.11 a fligh.t from station 106 to RiIlgJQ (.ix 1Il1..
South Southwest of Manchester), I 1M pilot at aircraft 42"37822 a &-17G.

Ev.eeythillg .u normal until'landing when: the right gear oolllPl8d owing
the aircran to ground loop. ~e ap~ nomal 1.11all
w~a, rut the landing was hard and,·the riRht drag link gue ~e ~eel
c.ameup into the naeaUe, thewbg tip hit the grou • tely GUt
the switohes and fuel abut otf. I uaed the lett brake to keep the aircraft
frcu. sroUDd 100pi.l18.too .fast. '!he aircraft left the right aide ot the ruDw8Y
and turned 1800 heading the oppoai te direction of landiZlgt

.1ll pera.aiul81 aboard the a1rcr~t u..4iahl;r got out. -Bl on ...
1nj].11'td. lweDt to flying ton.trol and notified my hOlll8 statioro CGW 106).

Blrto.lllrOOdwas- cen!t~eted.-to coma after the aircraft.

AIIOth:ell' air<U'aft oame attor us and returned us to our own, base.

~!~~
1st Lt., Ai r CoIl.B.
Pilot.
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SECRE1~
FROl,I: F/Lt. S. B. Atkinson, R.A.F.

Senior Flying Control Officer
Ringway, Uanchester
17/3/4')

statement of Fortress crash 16/J/L5
At 1515 on 16/)/45 Fortress Luggage C was given landing instructionB, He
made a rather high approach as though doing a precautionary landing dropped
heavily from about 12 feet ran about 200 yds. when the starboard wheel gave
way. The aircraft S'IM'lgoff the runway, stopping about 100 yds, off the
runway facing the opposite direction. No.one was hurt.

/s/ s. B. Atkinson, F/Lt,

We the undersigned witnessed the landing accident of Luggage C-<llarlie and
aeree with the above statement of F/Lt. s. B. Atkinson,

/s/ E. v. Clapp, Cpl.
/s/ S. Trainpr, L.A.C.

CERTll'IElJ TRUE COPY
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RY .s/~/45/27a. Meteorological Office,
No, 1 P.T.S., R.A.F.,

Ringwa'l,
MAHCHESTER •

17th l!arch, 19h5.

Actual weather conditions at the above Airport at 15.13 B.8.T. on 16th l(arch,

1945.
---~-------------------

Surface wind ~ 280 to 290 degrees 23 to 24 m.p.h. -wi. th gusts to )8 m.p.h.
(corrected to 30 feet average value 20' to 21 m.p.h. with
gusts to 33 m.p.h.)

Weather -·Cloudy.

VISIBILITY - 7 miles.
Clouds - 7/10 at 2000 feet.

Signed, /s/ E.S. Tuns~ll, F/Lt.
Yeteorological
Offic!!r.

cmTIFIF.JJ TRUE COFY

~capt., ~ A.il' Corps ~
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SECRET
Bl'A'l'liMEr1l'r ~ liD I:8n1el Gt ~amaa, concmUll8 Landill8 .Acc1~nt

at &-17G 42-37822, on. 16 March 194.5.

1. on the 16th M'n'oh 1945, on a practiae night tree ,station 106
to RfagwIY. I waa the CP-Pl1ot ot aircraft 1/2-17822. lYe had 8 normal
flight to Ringway u_ptUttn we- landed. 'rtle landill8 t~ hard, waa nomal
in every reapect. Uponmaking contaot wi tb the I'lUltI8,y the drag lime bolt
slleer.ed ott and the aircraft c8r88lled of! to the right of the strip. ~
ground loop rewlted but beeauae of the hot that we applied all the lett
brake .. OOI1ld,&. relaUvely alo. 1800 IU made.

2. Lt. O)ok had aut the nitohea and tuel ahut off Tal ..... iJImIdiluly
after landilr8 10 that a fire or e~liol1. waa alerted.

3. Lt, 0Jt>k ooataoted fiyill8 control aa quickly 8.1 possible and a
oall was placed to station 106 to report the a~·oidant.

4- lJ) pONonnel was injured .in the Cl'1Ish.

~~~
DANIEL G. TH(J(AS,
F/O, .lir Corps,
eo ..Pilot.

SE"lC1Rr;~rr
~-, J . L



Sr'4C'RfT-, t-.. t.l .~
If1'ATmdENTa W T/Sgt. ~aton Ro ~1I8etit concerning Landil1(t ,ACcident

of a-17G 42~t on 16 MarCb 1945-

1. on tho 16th of MarCh1945, I wu Lt. ():>ok' a engilUl4l' on aircrafi
lj2-:n822 tran. Gratton to R1~8Y'. en the landi~ our rlgbt landing par
collapsed and to did 8 groUDdloop before 'tbe drcrstt stopped. 'ltet'G
aetlllBd to be an up draft t j~Jt aJ we hit the runway, wbicI:L caused a sligbUy

rough landin&'
2. *sn-. the gear collapsed, the pilot ~iately cut ot the tuel and

potier' and gav.e the order to ~t out of t!le a1roratt as soon .. it ,topped.

.3. W one waa injured and we returaed to Grafton in: aireratt 8994,.

~@~
HO:f!IJN R. ocemr,
T!sgt. t Air Corl'S,
~neer.



~UARTERS
AAFSTATIONNO. 106

Offio. of the Intel11g~nos Offioer

!PO 557,
23 Uaroh 194,.

SUBJECT: Airoraft Aooidsnt Report of B-17G 42"37822, 546th BoIIIbudunt Squadron,
3B4th BombardmentGroup (H), ill Station No. 106, APO 557, 16 Jdaroh 194,.

TO I Commanding General, Headquarters, Firat Air Division, APO 557, u. s.
Antr/.

1. The followin~ report on the above rubjeot is hereby lubftdtt,d,

FACTS, Aircl'8f't lumber 42-37e22, 546th Bombar~Dt Squadron, 384tb
1l0mbardmentGrOup (B), AM' Station 106, !PO 557, pllote~ by l.t Lt. RaymondD.
Cook, 0-812034, 546th Bombardment Squadron, 384th E"!I1baralDt Group (I!), AJ.F
StatiOD 106, Al'O 557, n. 1aDdtd upon a bird lurt.ced rul1WlYat RiDpay at
wrjoh time the landing g.ar 8upportinr; bolts w.r. s}laared Oluling the right
geu ot tht airoraft to oollap .. aDd the airoraft to ground loop to the right
resulting iD damage to the right wing, engines, propeller., eto. ot the airoraft.
At the time ot tab-off from hll home !'tat ion ht Lt. Raymond D. Cookft. Iftre
that the airoratt had been fueled "ith 2700 gallo!!!! of gasoline and that it had
not bien in the air a !Utfioient nU!!illlr of hour.s at th" time of !-.h landiJlt to
greatly reduoe the gross weight ot the airornft.

FINDmGSI P'rOlllan inTtdti&t1on of 1\11 the evidenoe it is the opinion
of thi. offio.r that there "11 no l!I8chanicalor nater111 failure and that thll"l
is no evidenoe at ea~otage to b. pursued in thie ca'e. It 11 further the opinion
of t.hil offioer that the error in judgment and teohnique Oil 1andinS of Airortft
Number 42-37822 by 1st Lt, RaymoDiD. Cook. 0-812034, wu the .ole oause ot the
aocident to this a.iroraft.

®t&fvt~
lit Lt., Air~!"
lnh1lieence Offio.r Uezber.

SECRE'r
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1. !nDa1tted herm th WDW 101'1&No~ U. and alliecl paper. OA
the tollowiq airoratt aeeid.eat:- .

I.e lat Lt. ~M D. Cook, B-17G mabel" U-37822.
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