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DESCXIPTION OF ACCIDENT
(Brief narrative of aceident. Wwdnwbmwundmommndﬂﬂiﬂuuﬂuhpnmm !

I  About 1510 hours, 1 February 1945, airoraft mumber 43-38927 from ALP Station

227108 flew over the'field:and fired a red red flare, The airoralt:proseedad
past theifiald in & Northwest-d/rection, thon made airight twnand -
‘atbempted to land on rumray 20, With two engines featbered and his gkht
landing gear only partially extended, he landed about two-thirds of the way
down the o+ The partially extended whoel collapsed and he s1id off the
oml of the rummy considerably damaging the ship,

Intorroptich of the orew indicatad that they were enduwriu to roturn

S -Aireotly: to base in a “'Hot Camera Ship:® with thejr £ilm when they.va :
| e -on gasolime, The pilot had been wirmed of this situation taiop: boi'@n
: s ~ohose 1o land at, AAF Ststion 107..The elsotzic motor failed to-lm_th

........

; -xAght Aanding gear and toe ongincer failedito turd the hand orask. -ummnuy
T o %0 lower: the gear; oonphtely. Nupber four mgim quit om ﬁn',l gpprouh ull
ol ~drornﬂ'oould mt lumgou uound on ope engine, . g7 3ot
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We wore returaing as "Hot Cemera" from mizsivn, Rumning out of
fusl, we prepared to lmad at an altermsts field, The right wheel would
seither extend electrioally or mechanically. I fold the Eagineer to
crank the right wheel dewn, He craniad approxinately four (¢) turns
and them he felt it break and the oriak turmed freely without axy
affect, Numbers 2 sad 3 engines quit o the dowswind leg and #oa
the final approach, We procesded to make & ome wheel lanmding,

/3/ Donald G. Springsted,

/t/ DONALD G, SPRINGSTED,
st It, AC,
Pilot,

A TRUE COPFYs

W"\:\V\M
( AMES ¥, McRAMARA,
aptain, AC.
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Cas was rumning low. Co=Pilot warned Pilot. Co=Pilot waraed
Pllot again, We were returning from mission aad was "Hot Cemera®,
Number 5 enginme cut out, Number 5 was feathored sad I put the lande
ing gear switch in the dowmwerd positiom; left wheel amd tail wheel
extended, I asutralized the gsar switch and teld Engineer to orask
the right wheel down maaually, Fe proceeded to cramk the wheel dewn,
By orank, he unlocked the whesl and it drepped smough to show that
it was wmlocked, The oraak would met lower it amy farther, Them,
§@ eagine out out and that was feathersd, The Eagimeer still tried
te crank the wheel dewa but it would not extend,

/s/ Bareld R, Gray,

/t/ EAROLD R, GRAY,
¢nd Lt, AC,
Co=Pilot,

A TRUE COPYs
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On returaing from mission (Hot Camera Ship), we were not ia form-
ation, As We hit the coast, we moticsd that the fuel supply ws low,
We precesded toward Base, Approximst-ly $0 atles frea Bas?, Munbers 2
and § engines started cutting out, Feathered #5 and 2 respectively.
The Co=Pilot tried to lower the lamdimg gear by the regular way
(qlectrical); the left wheel came down but the right vheel failed te
coms down, so I started te oramk it dewn, I craxked about 76 to 80
full turns but the wheel would met coms demn, I them wext back in°

to the cookpit., Them we orash landed the airoraft.

/l/ Lawreace C, Demattie,
/4/ LUEXCE C, DRMATTIR,
Bugineer,

A TRUE COFY:

\ WFWM

JAMBS P, McHAMARA,
Captain, ACs
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14 Pobruary, 1945,

1, On 1 February, 1045, inspection of B-17G aircraft, AAF Serial
number 43-38927, was made after it ocrash lended with the right min
landing gear retracted, and the following report is submitted.

&, The right main landing gear assexbly was found to be approx-
imately thirty (30) turns of the hand orank from the fully retrasted
position, and in perfect condition with the exception of damage received
in landing.

b. The aircraft was placed on jacks &nd the right main landing
gear was checked for both manual and electrical retraction. Perfect
operation was obtained by manual operation with the hand erank. (T.0. °
01=20=13 had been complied with om this aireraft; which incorporates a
separate manual retracting unit). The upper linit switch setting was
cheoked and found to be opening the eircuit 3/4 turm of the hand orank
from fully retracted position. (7.0, 01-20-102 shows 1 pluseor-minus
1/8 turns of hand eraak for this type retracting unit). This high
setting of the upper limit switch would allow the neoprene bumper to
engage harder, thus requiring s higher torque to break them loose. ;
The electriocal retracting unit (Eclipse, part number 1073:2+B), was
removed and bench cheeked, The clutch setting, which should have been
100 pound feet, was only 55 pound feet., TWith the landing gear fully
retracted, the electric motor could not produce enough torque to break
the retracting mechanimm loose from the mecprene bumper, dus to the
high compression on the bumpers and the low setting of the clutch.
This would aceount for the right landing gear not extending eleotrically
but in no way would prevent manuel operation, The landing gear eleotrical
oirouit was checked and found serviceable.

¢. All fuel tanks were empty with the exception of mumber four (4)
which contained forty (40) pllons.

d. All four engines were inspected saud no indication of internal
failures were found.

2. To manually extend the landing gear requires 250 turns of the
hand crank, and it is believed the Enginser did not realize this, and
thought the landing gear to be faulty,

3. This aircraft ceme to rest approximately 200 yards beyond the |
end of the runway, and it should be noted that an aircraft with ome |
wheel retracted can land in a shorter space than one with both wheels

extended,
% WA "

Captain, AC,
Gp Engineering 0fficer.
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STATEMENT

1 February 1045 ' :

A. Pilot.. let Lt. Springstead.
Alrcraft,.#338927

B. Date of Accldent..l February 1945,

C. Surface Wind.. WSW 15 mph, Runway 27.

D. Airfileld inspected 1300 hrs, .

E. Statement;

1. At 1510 hrs, 1 Februerytl945, eaircraft #338927 from Grafton
Underwood came over the field and fired a red red flare, He was
headed in a North West direction but after passing over the field
he made & right turn and came in to land on runway 20, I could
then see that he had number two and three engines feathered and
only one wheel déwn. He landed on the last third of runway end
immediately went off the left side of runway and on for about 300
yds. of the end of runway before ground looping.

2, I did not give the aircraft a red signal to go around even
though I could see only one wheel was Cown and was landing on wrong
runwey. It was easy to see that he was in trouble and could not go

around.

OARK ’.‘CJ i »
Captdin, Air Corps.,
Senlor Vlying Control 0fficer,

RESTRITED
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