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(1IrW liar_be ~ 1ICddult. ~ ~1It ~ ~W&r:1UId NeOmll>eod.:u.ia.- fC!f MUoD to pttYW ~j

I ·J.bout 1610 bout" 1 F.bl'UlJ')' 19(5, airoratt n\Dher ~ ..S8g27 trOa JJ1 Station
.I\:·:.(l~.!""'.o~r'tii::t1.14'.~~_tind}>z:ecrred fl&r9t.!!·:~~~~ -,"'..,

P~~~!.!tli1d iDa ~r~}-d~,~~~o.nr,thon~, .~"1~ ~,~~ft_:. .. :' .....:,.,/.
,:It~~4:,.:1,a, 011 1iIiIJiY.:~;.\~1.:~r~o.!~in.. t.~~r:t,d ~ ~j:ijih'. '.
~. ,eU' olUTputiil]f extlilded,he landed about _~t!W'dI ot·-'thI ..,
d.o't(Il tbI ~", fbi part1allr irteMtu1 wheel oo11&pltclID4 hi 1114 ott tbI
.lid or thll'iillrt.r oO~idir&bly damar;1~ the lhip.. I . -
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1.1Donald G. Ip!'~.ted,
It!DOHAUlG. SP!DHITID,

lit Lt, AC,
Pilot.

I •• r. retura~ U 'Bot e_era" tn. 1lli8SiC}!I. l\U1Jlg out of
tll,,1, ". prepared to lad at III alterute tield. The ri,ht wh"l wouU
aelth ... ,xt.a eleotrio.ally or .. oh&aioaUy. I told tbe lIl&i.Jaeer to
orw the ri&ht 'ibid d... ~ HIt oranked appr0;Xi.!lf.tely t~ (,);turu
.. d thn he hIt it bi'ilk II1d tnt oril.AlitlIra.d troely without ur
effect. lWIber. 2 ad a 'JII;1nea quit OIl the t01l'JlYind I" lad i'1 GIl
the tua! approach. We prooeeded to 11&0 a one 'Wheel laadillC·
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0&1 ftI rlaJlUl& loW. Co-Pilot wanted Pilot. Co-Pilot waraM
Pilot asm, ... wer. returU~ tram 1111.. 10111 ud •• -Bot O..-ra-.
Buabtr S _pat cut GUt. lumber! .... tutherH Ia. I put the" lid-
lac ,ear n1toh ill the 40'1llWrdpOl1tlo11 l.tt whetl UIl·i.11th".luttu.., I aMjI&1iIM thi g~~ ,~·toh ud t,14 iq1:i"' to GlUt
the rt,ht _"1 cif'l1l -.aually .. Hepree.ed.d to orw t)le Whltl dI1Ia.
!y oruk. h. uilocktd the Yb.. l aad it tripped slOugh to .hoe t.t
it "'I allOte(. fhl orw would ut It1fer it U1 tartb,r. ThIa,
" eaca, out out ud that "'I feathered. The~1ll"r atill trit4
to erw the whetl dna 'but it wouldnot ated.

IiIHarold !.Gray,
ItI RUOJl) 1\. GftAT,

2nd Lt, ~,
Co-pilot.

J. ftUE COPY.

Et=~L
( r. JlcUJWU.,
. aptaa, ~.
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•01 re.turaiIIC troa a1.. 1~ (Hot Cuara Ship) I n .,er. ut·ia tont-
..tio.. ~ we bit tht coa.t, ". notiold that the fuel lupplJ :wu loY.
Weprto.ded tOftI'd !!au. j,pprox!:Dt'-17··$G-n1is tna.Wi, I\iDbln 2·'
u.d & ~1a •• tart,d outt~ out. teatbere~·~ IJl_d2 rtipeot1Tt1y.
!M Co-Pilot tried to 'bwer the ludilsl; ~'ll" by the recu1ar Wt.'f
(~totrioa1) J tM lett whtel CUI don but th. r1t:ht lIb"l t&1lecl tt .
Cal doft, 10 I .tartecl t. oruk it dGWll. I orukd about .,5 to 10 ·n.

tull turu wt the Wbte11l'CNU.et co_ deft. I thq ....t baok 1a .
to the oookpit. th .. we orub luded th. airor&tt.

IiIIAwrno' C. l).. tt1"
It I umMel c. DWftIl,

l111P.eer,

j, 1'!lUl con I

\~'f~~
yAl&' ." )(oWiAU,
Captaia, A,C.
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14 'ebruary, 18'5.
1. On 1 1ebrlW7, lV'S, inlp.ctiOI1 ot B-17G airoraft, W S.rial

n\lllber '$-38821, •• _d. atter it erAth lillcad with the riSht ain
landing gear r.tracted, &Ddthe tollcnri~ report 11 lubaittecl.

a. Th. ri&)1t main 1andiDg ~ear a....bIy n. tound to b. approl-
:bIattly thinr (~) t\nl ot the hand orank trOll the M1T rm-IOW
politioa, and in p.rt.ot condition with the exc.ption of daaIg. r.etin4
ill landiDl.

b. TAt aircntt •• plao.d on jacke and the ri~ .in 11Dd.1Dg
~ear •• chtcad for both 1I&DlW. gd electrioal retraction. Perteot
oper.tion waa obt&1Dedb7 .-naal operation with the hand oraak. (T.O.
01-20-13 had been coapl1ed with OIl thil aircraft; which inoorporate ••
leplnte amaal rotraotillg Ullit). The upper limit .. itch .. ttill« wu
cheoked md tollDd to be op.l1ing the oircllit 3/' tun ot the band orank
troa tully retraoted po.itiol1. (1.0. 01-20-102 shOWI 1plul-or~ul
1/8 turD. ot hucl-orW tor thi. type utraoting unit). ru.!liP
IIttlng of the upper limit .. itch ,would allow the n.opr •• bulptr to
'111:&1' harder, tbu. requlriD~ a lUsher torque to br.ak th. 1001t.
The .l.otrioal retraotillg'wrlt (Bolip .. , part nlmbe, 10'11i2fiB), ....
reamd IDd bench oh.ODd. The clutch letting, which ahotild bAft be.n
100 poUlld t••t, n. oDl)' 66 pOWld tHt. With the lIDding g.ar tully
retraotecl, the electrio .o~r could not produoe enough torque to break
the l'etr&oiiD« _ohaa1_ 100.. !rOll the neoprene buaptr, clU. to the
lUSh oompreuion on the bUllpu. IDd the 1011'utting ot the olutch.
Tbi. 1I'Ou14aooount tor the right landillg ge&r not ixtendint; eleotrically
wt ill 110 ..., would II'eTent 1IIItJ1~1 operation. The landing ,til' eleotrical
oirOllit ... ohtoked and found ••rTiceable.

o. All fuel tazW ".re Ilpty with the exo.ption ot nl.llbtr tour (')
Wbioh oontained torty (40) Illoni. '

d. All tour tn«iDll wert in.peated IIld no indication ot 1ntern&l
tailur .... re tound.

2. To JIIIIllI&llT m.nd the land1!1g g.ar requir •• 250 turn. ot the
h&I1dOI'W, &l:ldit 11 beUend the ~inHr did not real be th1l, and
thoupt the lIDdinggear to ~ taul ty•

S. !hb aircratt clllle to 'r •• t approxiately 200 )'Iidl~1oD4 the
end ot the rUIl'R1, and it .ho\l1d be noted that an aircratt with oae

=~:~""4 ... 1..410• abortor 1p"~;z._J _
QumIJI~--
Captain, AC,
Op b~ill .. rin, Otl1oer.
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1 February 1945
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A. Pilot •• let Lt. Springstead.
Alrcraft ••#338927

B. Date of Accident ••l Febrnary 1945.
C. Surface Wind •• WSW 15 mph, Runway 27.D. Airfield inspected 1300 brs. f

E. statement;
1. At 1510 bra. 1 February"l1945, aircraft #338927 from Grafton

Underwood came over the field and tired a red red flare. He was
headed in a North West direction but after passing over 'the field
he made a right ~ and came in to land on runway 20. I could
then see tba t he had·number two and three engines feathered and
only one wheel d6Wn. He landed on tho last third of runway and
immediately went'off the left side of runway a~d on for about 300
yds. of the end of rur.way before ground looping.

2. I did not give the aircraft a red siS~~l to go around even
though I could see only one wheel was down and was ·landing on wrongrunway. It was easy to Bee that be was in trouble and could not go
around,
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~~~;t(j. ClJ, ,

Cap in, Air Corps.,
Senior Plying Control Officer.
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