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DrscBIPTION or ACCIDDI"I'

,. ' . ,

(llrW namtln rJ eceldeDt. IDclude ltatemeot rJ mpolllibWI1 aDd recommeod.&liolll ~r .ctiOD to preveDt repeUt.Ioo)

.
fbiI .. c1deDt ~1IITtd ~ ~t1zrB !-.'OII :.a GpC'atlonai-u.1Ga trGa ~ @

at Arw1 All' rcn. aat.toa l.iJP. TbI pUot. NpCIl"t.d bav1nJ trftblt 1I1t.b the
10, k 'Ql1r tM ........ _ ~ramq, fbiI a1rcrt.n .. t~ .. pet
of & torat rttvD1Jtc \0 JtiUoD 106 1Icl, 1IpCID pUa, Sa tbI 't1.01D1Vot
till _ bile, lDCIUIIterad ~~. '00!J11t.1tm.. !be p~ .. &D •• U·
ate of tile .1t-.iOD ... tblit lUI bfIt piWId\lrt rJlil4 be to mil'll
to till lilt cout of ~lud., lIbm bt Imn that waatblr o*1t1aDl.Jllrt nci.tI
tbat .1IOIl4 be able to lIDII.f&!.q •. Lt,,~ .. tlJi!lt at 2;000:."; , .
IDI1 an I .wt..... l1~ with bM'1 101iic :"c_WGu _ it iI btl1I .. ':.
that hiI 10. k enctM..1IIlt ott. About Wa tDi it ....... , tM fl"III .
... tbroriaJ a ooDlS4e~b1e ~t .01ie. Ift!l {t. 11 bll1nld ~ t. cUr.· .

'. llironft hI4 aooualaW a con.eidarablt IMIIIt 'Or ie•• 'fbi &1Nr&tt ... 'lIIi1e
&lt1Wde quite rap1d~ ml .: ~. told 'all' cNw .at.r •.to ilk. a~.
pOllt1oD. lA, rliI.. I'tI11Md that. cruh." ,01111 to be IIS&w1d&bll·1ti4 .
&tttlllpW to reduct hiJ a1rlpe,d to ... ami.lIl b)' pulling tbt DOlt, 01 tJII airOrtlt
up. The aircratt ... nUl _hiDe;m "a Doae hi;b Iltitlllh et lM'aSlta ~l' bGIv
1IbInit cr,a.bId tbroup the top. of ._ tree. IDd noaed into t.he croUDd.

It. .. 1IpoIa1ble to obtain 1rl11OCUl'lt. ItItumt. troa ijJe piW, oo..,1JDt,
or tagiMtr bioa\llt of a l'Itroact1,. It&t. of .... 1&, IMcb l'Inlttcl fro .....
bN4 1D3\1r11J rtCtiwd ill tbl. czouh, bat .thlr. btUa" tblt thar u. loat 10, l
engw. 1'b1',btl1tt ~ ~"'t•.~1ateif·bJ'·a ,tat .. t~. b7 tbe ~
operator ittb hi .aid that. be wo'·bllinid. that u. tn(iDe. aD th* rigbt :.141i' ot
tha ~cntt wrw not tlmotiolrlN· prep.rlr, ,.:
• ~ I. • 4> • .c '.t.,. I .._:~ I," ~~ ...

. • n qlIM\1oDed abwt. 1'IiI pl'OOIdlD'" Lt. n..bauI .taW tbat hi applitd
t.vboa t.o all eqiM. and, in ldItit1cm, utd the inteMlooler' .J'Ita to JII'I~
tbt taraSlll of ClU'bn'ttor.ie.... HI alIo .taW that bI 1114lII,t!1d.~.pIOllM
a tUb". IWI to rttmi to-t'bl eut c~t aat.l1.. II diWtbat bi·beUt ..
hi bid ~ ti,. bImdNd plliu ot gUOllaI4I

BeoaUl of the Ph1l1o&l at.at. of tbl .wan o! tbl ern inw11ld in thil
cruh it .. 1I(nctioal to obtaill COlIPlttl: ·,~te.nta coaoemiDg thlir proctdur.
~ aotioDJ preotdiq the cruh. Tblrt ~·.:ao wit"' .... to till accident OIl t.

(I ~~~tIId, ......-.

It 11 tbl opin1aDot thil BoIrd that re'pcI1Ilbllit.r tor the ICc1dlnt 117 be
att.ibut.d ~ to eng1n. !I.i.lll1'I and ~ tc •• ther. There art no IlUbltlDtiAl
gl'o\lDCb on 1Ib1oll to .... a -.riel failure dlIIt to the OOIplete dNtrueUa of thl
eagiM.. It ia ~ibla to arri~ !o~ IW. dlt1D1t, conchlaion .. to at _,
haft hlppeDld.. lUflXax~
pgmn ~

Rlco~t~~ tor ,"-_t1,. I.Ct1aD1 JoIII, '.".,' .',, .~'.~ ,..' . . . ..'
• !. .......... J,
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tlrAnllm BY :z.ar UIJI G. rlMDU. O-13c;6at COI<:lllDlO J.DC&U'f
J.00lDIft all-l7G. 1i&3-38Sla CI 20 JAIUAltI, 1916. .

It 111" 40iDIapprGliatelt 12S113oair Ipet4 .... hit*
11'0\114, !)Ie n'" &ria' pl&t4,~ .... rio"", I·coal.-Il" .. till
Jl'O- btfare I bit.. ,~ " .

fbo '" .,.10. _ ~'fI!II)mblAl all ~.., but 10.,_,.
I thilk I loIt IDOtbir q1IIi bUt :v'.DOt. v. . . '.. " . . ."

I .n hlw W'101 0I'QI.1DI111' iaarMlt iJlltaWq ~~

ftI ..,u. 1pptU'e4 to. be ~, .lowr mf .lowr.. .
r ~

I p\1l.le4 ~ DO.. 1Ip jut betON ,.. arub14 iJlq' .ffort to
l'IdUlle 'our IpMC! to • a1Jiiml.
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IfAmIINT BI T/e., 1D.1UJf H. RICIWiDSOff, 340lJ676, CONcaurIHGAD<tiPf
£OemENT " .6-170, 143-38S42 OK 2[) JANUARY, 191C., •

fbi oo-pliot ... -.d to know that 1111IIn going to aruh lml and hi
I&id ~t 111Iho¥ld all aet in ,our crash pooition. '

.. wnt thrU thi topl ot 11* treel then it 18el!lld u it 111hit the
grOUDd aaolt no .. tirlt. •

J\IIt baton 111hit I I heard I banging lound fro. ODe01 the ~ ..

Abcntt tittMn (lS) .. ~ bltore Cl'uh1nl, thI# .3 1m 4 q1M.
svGeli IS, it t.'lel1Ji1'tIlci.1.f"~'· '

"

U about 1$1S houri, I Oalltd up ~ tciulUr and aUN b1a at
&lUi. II ~ '.\ aDd he 1&142,000 t",t. At about 1520 hour.; I ~ ,
talkm"to tbe eo-pilot 0_ interphcu"an1,:;l"'told hiJr.Jai the-"U.' .,
n..• att.r I aid tat, ~'told \II tttaet into our cnih politi ••. I
o.Ued'back and uD4'hia 1Ibat he IIIIlt!~ be .... in said that " 1h~ul4'
III,get into our nih polit1oD ..~~2t. "Dr that t1.. 111 ... pttine
~ to hit the ground. Tbert' .. iOlIi-~ !rca the eng1nel blfCll't ..
hit.

Do JOU mow' m1t1Wl, .~ the enc1l)l: .atioDt Jfo 'ir, a:ci~ ,that
the qin.. _re akin, tunar ~~ ~u,~~,~. It ..... 11 tb17
'IOuMZ'\Il aood tor',tlne (3) ,or ' toUr (4) ~·c" and the U ...-d',~ 11;
t-11111't going out.. ' ' ,

..-,:': :..~hI tqiMl did not lound nOlWl before we hit. It IHIiiid '.. 11 tlie ~
111Dd 12 -cinel 1IVt 0.1., and the #3 m!·,4 tlig~ .. ~.1IIl'tbid. .

I tho\llbt it 1rU tbe-,ii,lot who oill.tct tor cralh podtiona 'but law
tound thit it .. actullT tba CO'1l1lot.. fhe -r I UDderltooclit, tho pilot
cl:1ci not Imow _ WH· foing to cruh.

"

1lLLIAK H.' IICHAHD80I, '
't/8ft.,- Ih Carpe,.
Radio ~&tor.

r

~A.7f.tV~
Q_D~,
captain .. Air Col'pl, •
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, .. OO+fFI D ENTIAL

STATEMENT

11 PebrulI7 1945

_... A •..

B. Aircraft. 338542 ••
C. DI~e of accidents 20 January 1945.

~
D. Surface winds W.S.W. 13 M.P.H., R/W 127.
E. IJrfield inspected at 1345 Hrll.

P. statement.

1. At approximately 1540 hours 20 Jlnuary 1945, Sgt.
!ray ot the H1 transmitter reported a B-17 crashed near
him. .A1Itbu1anceand crl.lh tender were '1!11Dlediattll dllpatched
to the,scene of a,ccident.

2. At 1638 hours, crlshed aircraft Wl8 1dent1t1e' a.being frQM Gratton Underwood. The injured crew member.
were take6 to the 3u3rd Hospital. •

~.' At thl time ot the acc1dent, the vi.lbilitr WI.
400 yard.,' and the cloud base was obscured. Betore the
oral~, the aircratt .allnlver in radio contact withKole.worth Tower.

• ./.~ _~ 'J 'A4ErEG. F~
1s t Lt. A.C• ,
Fly1ng ~trol Officer. "•
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Pilot claiJMd i;h&t H:is. J and 4 engines did not· have ~r at.~
of cr.aah., ~r&ft B170.4.3-38~2 cratlhed'into trees tearing ali. to\Jr (4)
~opellezii; ott al'ld ,thr""'(~)'-ehg1M{'(Nos;- I, 2',.)) fi'dli ''t1iifr ioint.. '

, ,TniiI ua~ .1ndieatu, ~t all·tour (4) engines had p01t'er~

."h tour engines (No.1 ~ ~5lOj, No.2 - m12626, No.) - .Sl)1ll70
'and'~.4", 51)2)834) had onl1lP.!15 hours pn them s1ncf, .oyerjlaul at I,~t
of w.aiO~f .. All ot thiS tila~''''ISIO!r~,tille,a~d alti~ud8-'oh~ck ,tiM,to ~
sure' 'alJ. tOIU' engines were:',timCtion11lt properl1~ W':to.ur englnei' :nr." .
in ~tllent oondition at w&1on .take-ott tiIIe.

, The; Group Aircr:~ 'Engi1leer..ng Officer was not notified ot i'D1
sUap8cted material fillure until too late to check -the engines.

e'

•
rLL )tj~V~~~:~AI.lIEl\jCaptain, Air Co~:
Station Yateritl OUietI' •

•
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ROUTING ' .. IIIIW. III til ClPID .-cy 11 _'_ ~
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