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DESCRIPTION OF ACCIDENT

(Brief narrative of sccident, Include statement of responaibility and recommendations f8r actlon to prevent repetition)

L]

This ascident cocwred on return fiom an operatioml wission from Or-y
at Army Air Porce Mation 1/}, The pilot reparted having treubls with the
W. This aircraft was flying as part
of & forsation returning o Station 106 and, wpon getting in the ¥einity of
the homs base, muwu The pilot nade an esti-
mte of the situation end that his best prooedure wuld be to retuwrn
to the east coast of Fngland, where he imew that mather conditions were suca
that he would be able to land pafely, Lt. Fleshman was flying at 2,000 feet
and on & southeasterly heading with heavy ising ceaditions and it 48 beliswd
that his No, L engine wenmt owt, About this tims $¢ was nited What the preps
wre throwing & considersble amount of ice and it {5 belisved that the entire
sircraft had accumilated a considerabls amowmt of ices ﬂndﬂnﬁbﬂlﬂm
uummuupmlqmmmuumm-mnumnm 1
position. Lbe Fleshmmn realimed that & crash was going to be unavoidable sad |
attempted to reduce his airspesd to ayminimus by pulling the nose. of the airoraft j
up. The aircreft was still mwhing in & nose high altitude at 120 miles per hour
when it crashed through the tops of soms trees and nosed into the ground,

It was impossibls to obtain any socurate statements from the pilot, co-pijot,
or engineer because of a retroactive state of amesia, which resulted from sewre
head injuriss receiwed in the crash, but they belisve that they alse lost Nos 3 :
engine, m-umrmnmtmmtwwumantmwmm
operator ithn he said that he also believed that the engines mn the right sids’ of E
the ucnrt were not functioning. pnpu-]v. ;

Then qmumd about his prooodm-u, It. nnh.-n stated that he applied
turbos to all engines and, in addition, used the inter-cooler system to prewent
the forming of carburetor ice, He also stated that he had sufficient gasoline ’
to enable him to retum to the east coast safely, e s8afed that has beliswed i
he had about fiwe hundred gallons of gasoline,

Because of the physical state of the members of the crew involwd in this
* crash it was impractioal to obtain complete’ statements conoarning their procedure
* and actions preceding the crash. There m ua witnesses to the accident on the ;‘
s_’ ground, ] :
It is the opinion of this Board that :\lpuuibmty for the accident may be |
attaibuted 508 to engine failure and SOY tc weather, There ars no substantial
grounds on which to Base a meterisl failure dus to the complete destruction of the
engines, It is impossible to arrive at any definite conclusion as to what may
have happened, mxnmmmuwnxmnmm

.y u
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Dute 3 Fotruary 1945, IxTIR o E;ﬂ, JR.,. ‘J?f"lmcw- .'
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‘sm'nm BY 15T WARREN G, FLESEMAN, O-1300 CONCERNING ATRCRAFT

ACCIDENT OF B-170, #i3-38512 N 20 JANUARY, 1945,

¥ -m doing am-uumly nsmo m spoed when we hit the
growd, T mmphhlml.-ltrom. Imnmuoth
ground be I hit,

The #4 engine was gimmubhmth-mrmktow
Itlﬂnk:lutmotbrnﬂmhutbumm?

I-ltuuhldiuumuminminmumw
mmwuuhm;mmmmm

H

I pulled the muwduthrmuwhdhmcmrttu

udmmlpndtonmim.

TARREN (. FLESHMAN,
1st It,, Adr Corps,
Pilot,

_CERTIFIED TRUE COPY z

oees Wiloom

QUENTIN WILSON, 5
Goptadn, Mr Corpsy ™ *
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#
®
STATEMENT EY T/50T. WILLIAM H, RICHARDSON, 3L013676, CONCERNING AXRCRAFY
ACCIDENT (F B-170G, #L3=-305L2 ON 20 JANUARY, 1515, . i

Thoeo-pliotsuudtohwthtnungnmghwuhhndmdh
said that we should all get in our crash positien,

We went thru the tope of soms trees then it seemed as if we hit the
ground almost nose first. , .

Just before we hit, I heard a banging sound from one of the engines,

Abowt, fifteen (15) minutes bifore crashing, the # 3 ind L engines
ssemad sa;..‘d' they were slowing down,

At about 1515 hours, I celled up the togglisr and asked him what
altitude we were at and he said 2,000 feet. At about 1520 hours, I wes
talking to the co-pilet ower interphone wud I told him what the weather °
was and after I said that, he told us to get into our crash positim. I
ocadled back and asked him what he meant and be again said that we should
all get into cur crash position immediately, By that tims we wers getting
ready to hit the ground, There was soms banglrg from the engines before w
hit. .

Do you know anything about the engine  aperation? No sir, except that

" the engines were making funny sovnds all the rtise, It seesed ay if they
would run good for three (3) or four (L) seconds and then it seemed as if
they were going out,

The engines did not soumnd normal before we hit, It seemed a8 if the -
#1 and §2 engines ware 0.X,, and the #3 and #l sdgines were bad,

I thought it was the pilot who called for crash positions but later

found that it was actually the co-pilot, The way I understood it, tho pilet
did not mow we were foing to erash,

WILLLAM H. RICHARDSON,

T/8gt., Air
hdul’bcct;:”’
CERTIFIED TRUE COPY ’
s Wils,
QURNIIN WILsow, :
Captain, Air Corps,
GONFIDENTIAL
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STATEMENT

11 Pebruary 1945

A Pliot i hl. L4ESHMAN

B. Alrcrafts: 338542, .
L]
C. Daje ot accident; 20 January 1945.

@
D. Surface winds W.S.W. 13 ¥.P.H., R/W §21.
E. Airfield inspected at 1345 HLrs. '

F. St'atomnt. . )

1. At approximately 1540 hours 20 January 1945, Sgt.
Kray of the transmitter reported a E-17 crashed near
him. Ambulance and crash tender were “immediately dispatched
to the. scene of accident.

2, At 1638 hours, crashed aircraft was identified as
being from Grafton Underwood. The injured crew members
were taked to the 3ulrd Hospital. .

3. At the time of the accident, the visibility was
400 yards, and the cloud base was obscured., Before the
orash, the aircraft was never in radio contact with
' Molesworth Tower,

' | Mt

. . 1st Lt. A.C.,
Flying Control Officer. .

L ovsed.
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X COMPLEE DAL PR G A s o vz EXPEDITE

Pilot claimed that Noss 3 and 4 engines did not have power at time
of crash, Adreraft B17G 43-38%,2 crashed into trees tearing all four (L)
propellers off and three (3) engines (Nos. 1, 2,.3) from their mounts,
This usually indicates that all four (L) engines had powar. '

R . The four enginss (No,1 = SW05103, No,2 = SW12626, No,3 - SWO11170
and Nouly = SW02303L) had only 10115 hours on them sincs overhaul at start
of hission, Alk of this time was slow time and altitude check time to be
u sure all four engines were functionirg properly., All four engines were

R in excellent condition at mission taks=off time,

The Group Kircrafy Enginsering Officer was not notified of any

suspected material fallure until too late to check the angines,
[ B}

U ‘ :
R ; Sy Bl
f M fatoe,
. ' . JOHN M, PALMER, |
Captain, Air Corps,

UR . Station Materiel Officer,
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