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•DISClIIPTIOH or ACCJD£NT

(Jlriel narrative oIl(;cident, Include .I&temelll of ~lpOlIIibility and recommendaUoeror action to prevent repetition)••Lt. Fisher I.a1r,Cr&tt -.a. tile ninth one An the second Iquadron to take of!,
which was accollpllshed in .the ~dar~88a at pre-dam, Lt. F~oher held hie air-
craft on the groUl'iduntil he 'ft! g~1ng eppI"'....xi=.te~· 130/1J5JfPH. Tt.. drcrafi"
-.a loaded with 2100 gal.lon.l of gaaoline and 5,.(XX) pounds ot bollb8:. In ordar to
attain the speed, he bad to ~ld the aircraft on t~ ground m1 utiUz& the run
lengtb of the 1'Ull'II),. About !i!ttIn (15) seconds &iter takewOtt, aM iJ'ter call-'
Ut.g tor 1Ihoel! up; Lt. Filhfr Ul! What he believed to be an a1rel"itt !~~ ~ c
9olli,ion I}our,.~nth him trOll 400ut 2~30Q 'dock; ~ r.,p~ tMt tMI air-:
craft •• on~ a tell' feet a'oo", him and he believed that then WI an iminent
posnbilltl ot a co1l1lion. '~. r1lber· l!ve~. his aircraft mi' att.'lIpt.f to '.b·
IL sld!k11ng turn to the lett. -~:hi.'airerai',t -as-.Jdng thiJ •• \lver,. 'hi:S:le!t.~
and note oollided with a sall group ot tre'8~.'tell'ing the wing lIip 'lOose 'am' ~~
il!g tM left ,wine M4-p~lM.4i n~•• H8:.thm li~~g,·full.right. ~. 'w iMA&~
vored to clid>, the aircraft. Be cl.iml:e<lout on' 'coUrse I rlPorW his: a'ccjdent·~t·o·
the Control Tower, and. rec.ived instructiona· to PrOCte1 to t~ bori>: diIP.o.l: area~' .
He later tumid to till field '1JJi landed'. . . ~'. ::' (':i: ...'"":.,.

. t

Lt. F1Ihtr reported that be sa.. na.~tiOn lights} haaveI:, ot.ber·~8"ot
tilt crew oiil1 repu1"t«id Ifiijing ii. iltd~ light lihich clould lii'Y"i 6ithii· biiri' the·
tailliiht on an alrCrii't fl¥ing directJ¥ <laY' from him, or one of the .arbr
liihts IIO\IIlted on a twenty (20) foot pole which is leaa. than one-hal! (if mile .
ott the sud of the !'IlZJWS¥. Ina~Slch u the ground ,levd at thiI point is at
least fifty (50) teet hiiher t.bNI the It;vsl of thl runway, it 'lDuld haw bHn
quite poedblt to contuae ihis'·me.rker.l~it ldth that of an air~r&i't taillight.
It ill the opiiilaa ot th~ board that·"'this was the lieh't that Lt': Fisher 'SaY(;' .
This bwtatel!nnt is further sv.'betantated by, the tact, that the engineer· reported,
durini the inquellt, tha~ be .'8 '?iltohing the insttum.nt. at all tw's and that
fifty (50) f8(:;t YIBB tDa highest reading regiato.red by the altiDter at aD¥ t~
Fior to the aontaet 5th the ·t~h (It 1: t.'~· 5ta~?i p!'~*;;.~ tN ~e~-alii-
metel's,at lI!'[.ero· betore,~-ott tr~ the field.) .~ .'. '. .

RES~IBILl'l'Ya It 11 thII .opinion of thia board. that the accident was l~ pilot
error aiiI ••. the ~sult ot poor ttchnique t"Floyed by the pilot in taldng. hilt

'" :"lircri!t ott i . - . ' _.'"
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: 'RmOlD£ND.'.TIOOtThis aocident will be called to the att81lti-on of aU tli1n& per-
:,!toMel at thiB Sta~i~p. ~.nd!lIi1lll ·.f~.r aV'Of~' a recltl"Nnee of the·~ type of .
accident will be .treaaed. . .. - ..

Rec(&"d 01 this accident 1I'ill. b~'·plae.d.in the pilot I.u.r Fora 5 aDd i01
tile ••

.. J , •. ,

.. N. HANsEN,
MaJor, AC,Group' B..q.

. .' '.. \

,J'. K,' ~Y" J. P. OOARBHOUOH,
Ma~or.t.~.,· ....... , ~t IJ.eut, I.e,
F)l1ng,.()on~ol. 0.' h~ Offioer.

The above listed ex-officiOll attended the 00Ird aeet1.ng.
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STATEMENT BY 1ST LT ROBERT J~ FISHER, 0-706155, CONCERNniG
AIRCRAFT ACCIDENT OF B"17G~ #43-38801: 1 JAlfiJ,4_RYj 1945 ..

Took off on green light from caravan. Left ground at
approximately 135 miles per hour. Shor~ly. after t akc-orr I
noticed an airplane coming at us frau aboub our 2 0 'cloek, p~sition
and down on us. I esti!nat0d the lights to be approximately 50
to 75 feet apart and reali~ed that if I did'not alter our ccurse
there would in all probability be a collision. I lmew we were
too low to bank so I tried to skid the ship from a collision-
course while holding her level" Suddenly I fel t a collision and
realized that we had hit_ an object. The impact was estimated' t o"
be 30 seconds after eur wheels left the runway:' Our rate of
climb after leaving the runway was 200 to 300 feet per minute
and our altimeter indicated approximately 100 feet~at the time
of the impact. Our air speed remained 135 to 140 miles per hOUr.
The ship ,luroh~d t C) i;.9_eleft and d,~~~ and I kieked full Ti~t ,
rudder and hauled back. The ship settled a little more then began
to rise s10wly. After I had full control I climbed to 500 feet
indicated, reduced the power setting slightly, "end tried to
determine the damage to the best of my ability. I thencal led
the tower and told them I was damaged and \'las heading f0r the
coast to jettison my D.A. bombs. After receiving the exact
location to jettison my bombs, I proceeded to the coast, dropped
the bombs, and returned to the base.

~:=
_1st tt, Afr-Ccrp3,
0-706155, Pilot.
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STATEMENTBY2nd LT WI~LlliI E. DOHENY,0-577380, CONCEIUfllW AIRCRAFTACCIDENT. .

(F B...J.7G,H 43..3~801, 1 JANUARY 1945.

IIWeleft the ground at 135 MPH. I glanced at the engine instruments, part-
ioularly noting manifold pressure, oil te1q'sra ture, oil pressure and cylinder
head temperature. Every-thing being normal J I watched the flight instruments
for a few seconds -and then' iloticed .an airplane in front and to the right ot U!J
particularly the tail light. The pilot, immediately started rnanuevering to .
the left, dropping th~ left Wing a slight bit and using a great deal of lett
~Jdder to the airplane Gv~r as soen as possibla. I glanoed aut the pilat!e
left window and notioed we'were extrernaly lOll" and then saY( trees looming in
front of the left wing. Wehit the trees slightly and feeling tltoairplane
jolt, the pilot immediately 1~ve1ed off and pulled up slightly. The ship
seemed to sink a slight bit, and then very sluwly started olimbing. I think
because of our slOOothtake-orr, g~dUal climb and a' good rate of speed, enabled
us to keep from sinking into the trees after impact .."'
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•sTA'rEMENf BY 2nd LT JACK G. ~·.tJtRELL, 0..462831, C0:1cc_:mli:G "IRCRAFT AccmENT

OF B-l7G, # 43~38801, 1 JANUARY 1945 •
•

"Wetook off on !'\.wray 2uO and a.i'ler clearing the rUIl'fl'ay;I was checking
the G-Box.. Immediately after hearing a sharp sound, I felt the bOflbardier
go back, After the ship was under mm control, the pilot asked for a
heading to the coast to jettison the boms.1I I did not seo in)' ethor A/C.

~k~~licKo. ~L1J .
2nd Lt, Air Corps,
Navigator.
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STAIEMENT BY 1st LT ROSS BASS, ~)090)1, CONCERNING AIRCRAFi ACCIDENT OF
B.-l1G, # u3-.38801, 1 JANUARY1945.

"!J:mBdiataly after take-off, I nag sitting in Boroardier1s seat in nOlle
of ship. I saw that our altitude was below the tops of the trees sillouetted
to the front. Just as t he contact '!I'M rade ~ I jumped to the back ot the n0Il.8~1

I(~L
ROOS BA$,
let tt, A'ir COrp8,
Bomal'dier.
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,_ W:.-ott tor II 0,.,' t1oulllu1 .. 1__•• tohiJ:II tl, 1uv.ct. lid
.. l1i1e ott I1r .pttcl .... I .. l1ed ott 1)0 til. pUot ad, &10.-1 t.t...tt.
OIl~ olbab I ... fltehilri ttl. IltSattfJ' IMi1 ..tt., 1~ r-.0ht4 a r_iDe of f~
(SO) t..t it ata.rW to drop lid I lIatcli&tt111ooktcl out the wiDIlG'l lid .... t
I tboacht to be the ,road. I s.N1.ttl7 7.11~to the p11.t to pull up, atttr
whiM til. plM ..... iJl outlOt .ith ••• objeot moil lat .. prntG to b .......
!h. pilot Md.,. YI'l7 ,004 r"oylI')' Q4 aner ,a1D1114 altlW ••• OODtut ..
~ Control OIl tile i/'t ud ut1t1a4 th. or the ino1clat &ltv whioh tU7
1utruottd u. \0 j.tt1 •• O\U' _. ill 1;11. ohamltl &Del rttw'a W but. Vpoo
re1illln1Dc to but & DOI'iI&l IIld1Jl& •• aid,.

CWliCi B. SIIUl', m7087~.
r/_t.. 1bc,1u...

t?_fi<H'4~ /J. ~ ~
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1. c\.i: 075Ai.b.rs. Je!!. 1, 1945., a.ir-G"7irl't"·t880i, pilot Lt.!' Fiaher

made a normal·take-off' for an operational mia8ion.· ApplO:id.mat.ely
ten minute. after t&kV'V'f't' ai ror~ft-# 8801 oal-he! b~ 011 R/., saying .
he had dived to }feep from running into another aircraft, and had Qit
a tree with his left wing, and waBted instruotions. I!e was advised to
drop his bomh.I·.(DAa) 20-Dliles SiI' of SouthwolCl •. A!t~r dropping )lomba
he nturnad' to b~8e an llade a nortna.!- landing at 1015 hra.

'~~~E~I
iijo'r, A.i.r'Co'rp'8, • Is•.'F.. o. 0.·.. . ...
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_-'i'lE~UARTERS
M! STATIONNO. 106 \

Office of' ~he-F1ying Control Qfficer

2 January, 1945.

8UBJIDT: Aircraft Accident.

TO OOMW.lillIIiG OFFIOER, AItF Station No. 106,. JlO ~7, U.S.Army.
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NAME OF PILOT ACCIDENT NUMBER ..TYPE ': OF PLANE
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