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DESCRIPTION OF ACCIDENT i
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(Briefl narrative of accident. Include statement of responsibility and recommendatiofor action i‘o prevent repetition)

Lte Fisher's aircraft was the ninth one ln.the second squadron to take off,
which was accomplished in the dariness at pre=dawn, Lt. Ficher held his air-
craft on the ground until he was g6ing eppreximetely 130/135UPH, Ths aireraft
was loaded with 2700 gallons of gasoline and 5,000 pounds of bombg, In order to
attain the speed, he had to kold the aircraft on the ground and utilize the full
length of the rumway, About fiftesn (15) seconds after take-off, and after call=
ing for wheels up, Lt, Fisher saw what he believed to be an aireral flying a ¢
gollision courss with him from about 2:30 olelnck, lle reportad that this sir-
craft was only a few feet abowe him and he belisved that thers was an imminent
posadbility of a collision, Lt. Fisher levelled nris aircraft and attempted to mke
a siddding twrn to the left. As his aircraft wes-midng this maneuver, his left wing
and noss collided with a small group of trees, tesring the wing dip loose and smadh~
ing the left wing and plexiglass nose, He -then kickmd full right rudder and endea-
vored to climb the aircraft. He climbed out on course, reported his accident to
the Control Tower, and received instructions to proceed to tb bonb diq:oaa.l area.
He later turned to the field and landed, e

Lt, Fisher reported that he saw navigation lig,hts i hmm, otblr 'nlb'ern-dor
tie crew only reported seeing a white light which clowld have sither besn the
tail light on an aireraft flying directly away from him, or one of the marker
lights mounted on & twenty (20) foot pole which is less than one-half (3# mile
off the end of the runway, Inasmich as the ground -level at this point is at
least fifty (50) feet higher than the levsl of the rummy, it would have been
quite possible to confuse thic mérker ight with that of en aircraft tail light,
It is the opinflon of this board that this was the lighl that LU, Fisher suw,
Thie slatement is further substantiated by the fact that the engineer reported,
during the inquest, that he wae matching the instruments at all times and that
fifty (50) fect ves the hlghast reading registered by the altimeter at any time
prior o the contact with the trees, (It is the standand progedure to seb alti- :
meters at "Zero® befare take~off frow the field,)

RESPONSIBILITY: It is the opinion of this board that the accident was 100§ pilot .
error and was the result of poor technique uployed by the pilot in taking hi: g i

' ;tircrm offs A » 5
. RECOMMENDATTORS: This accident will be called to the zbtention of all flying per=~ -
. sonnel at this Station, and mans for avoiding a recurrence of the same type of . o
accident will be ut-remd.

Recard of this locident- will be placsd in the pilot's AAF Form 5 and 201

files,
© No HANSEN, U, K, imr, 2 J. P. SCARBROUGH,  "H. H. STROUD,
Group S, F]grmg Control 0,  Weather Officers Flight Surgeon,

The above listed ex-officios attended the board meeting,

imm ) : Col, A C.
iy 1 il g s !ﬂant.;col -AG.
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8 January, 1945,
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STATEWENT BY 1ST LT ROBERT J. FISHER, 0-706155, CONCERNING
AIRCRAFT ACCIDENT OF B-17G, #43-38801, 1 JANUARY, 1945,

Took off on green light from caravan, Left ground at
approximately 135 miles per hour. Shortly after take-off I
noticed an airplane coming at us from about our 2 o'clock.position
and dovn on ug, I estimated the lights to be approximately 50
to 75 feet apart and realized that if I did-not alter our course
there would in all probability be a collision. I knew we were
too low to bank so I tried to skid the ship from a collision
course while holding her level. Suddenly I felt a collision and
realized that we had hit an object. The impact was estimated to~

be 30 geconds gfter our wheels left the runway. Our rate of
climb af'ter leaving the runway was 200 to 300 feet per minute

and our altimeter indicated approximately 100 feet at the time

of the impact. Our air speed remsined 135 to 140 miles per hour.
The ship lurchad to the left and douwn and I kicksd full mlgut
rudder and hauled backs The ship settled a 1little more then began
to rise slowly. After I had full control I climbed to 500 feet
indicated, reduced the power setting slightly, and tried to
determine the damage to the best of my ability. I then called

the tower and told them I was damaged and was heading for the
coast to jettlson my D.A. bombs. After receiving the exact
location to jettison my bambs, I proceeded to the coast, dropped

the bombs, and returned to the base.

ROBE: FISHER,
lst Lt, Air Corps,
0=706155, Pilot,
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STATEMENT BY 2nd LT WILLIAM E. DOHENY, 0-577380, CONCERNING AIRCRAFT ACCIDENT

OF B-170, # L3-36801, 1 JANUARY 1915, ;

"We left the ground at 135 MPH, I glanced at the engine instruments, part= |
icularly noting manifold pressure, oil terperature, oil pressure and cylinder i
head temperature, Everything being normal, I watched the flight instruments i
for a fow seconds and then noticed an airplane in front and to the right of us,
rarticularly the tail light, The pilot, imrediately started mamevering to
the left, dropping the left wing a slight bit and using a great deal of left
rudder to the airplane over as soon as possible. I glanced out the pilotls
left window and noticed we were extremely low and then eaw trees looming in
front of the left wing, We hit the trees slightly and feeling the airplane
Jolt, the pilot immediately laveled off and pulled up slightly, The ship
seemed to sink a slight bit, and then very slowly started climbing, I think
because of our smooth take=off, gradual climb and a good rate of speed, enabled
us to keep from sinking into the trees after impact,™

Wl ol

2nd Lt, Air Corps,
Co=Pilots
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SOVTRUENT BY 2nd LT GACK G. FERRELL, 0462831, CORCERNLLS AIRGRAFI ACGIDRNT

OF B-17G, # L3~38801, 1 JANUARY 15L54

e took off on rumway 2L0 and afder clearing the rumway, I was chacking
the G~Box, Immediately after hearing a sharp sound, I felt the bogbardier
go back, After the ship was under EXNEMI control, the pilot asked for a
heading to the coast to Jettison the bombs," I did not see sny other A/Ce

¢/ JACK CJ  BERRELL,

°nd Lt; Air Corps,
Navigators
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STATEMENT BY lst LT ROSS BASS, 0-I305031, CONCIRNING ATRCRAFG ACCIDENT OF

Be17G, # L3~38801, 1 JANUARY 19U5e

"Immediately after teke=off, I was sitting in Dombardier’s seat in nose
of ship, I saw that our altitude was below the tops of the trees sillouetted
%o the fronte Just as the contact was made, I jumped to the back of the nosa,"

Hooalews

ROSS BASS,
1st Lt, Air Corps,
Bombardiers
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SIATRIET BY 2/37! WC! + SERXY, 39270874, BCINIZER, CONCERNIND AIRCHAF?

A CCIDENT ON ) JANUARY 1945,

AS tekemoff for an opera ticnal missien I wa s watohing the instrumeats and
ealling off air apeedse When I oalled off 130 the pilot made & normsl takeeoffs
On the olimb I was watehing the altimeber and after it reached & reading of fifty
(50) feet it started to drop and I izmediately locked out the window and sew what
I thought to be the ground. I immediately yelled to the pilet to pull up, after
which the plane omme in comtaet with some objeot which later proved to be trees.
The pilot made & very good recovery and after geining altitude we contacted
Flying Control on the B/ and netified them of the inoident after whish they
ingtructed us to jettison our bombs in the channel and retwrn to base. Upon
returning to base a normal landing was made.

CLARENCE B. SEELEY, 39270874,
1/8gts, Engineer.
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AAF STATION N0+ 106"
0ffice of the Flying Control Qfficer
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2 January, 1945,

-

SUBJEOT: Alrcraft Accident,
T+ COMMATDING OFFICER, AMF Station No, 106, AR 557, U.S. Army

1. At O754% brs Jan, 1, 1945, airoraft #8601, pilot Lt, Fisher
mede a normal.take-off for an operational miesion.. Approximately
ten mnutés after take-off alroraft-f 8801 called in on R/? saying
he hed dived to keep from running into another alrcraft, and had bit
a tree with his left wing, and wanted instructions. Me was advised to
! drop his boubs (DAs) 20 miles SW of Southwolds * After dropping bombs
he rutumed: to base an made a normal landing at 1015 hre.
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