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DlSClllPTtOH or ACCIDDl, ).

• I

.... "" ..Lt7 BrooJ:sr::u'(;was fl':i.11:.: t~", lea-:J yn;iLhn :l!' t~c r.i;-I: I': ir:: ~ en a ~';\;i,,:iJ~ •
J?;ra:::":'::"l nissron, Durinf, the ass' :,ly :k,l'i')d, ris r'Uciiocorpass 11Cr.t out, and
:i:')!'G:; aft(!ri'lat(:.:;, (,ie; (;ee hfJ;r becar.. irlo?r~r;;,tbp. ~;;e to inclemnt weather, the
.:iL.::; __r! was sCl'\ll,:,~cl ~nc; ths _:_")cr.0.i.i'Jn ,las div<!l't.'::~; 'oJ a field in northern Enflandi

ThH frJ)"!>,ation'leader a!'l!,,'lUnC(;uthe GroiJ.p'~ jJvsition at 1;plashcr ~ and all
aircraft executed a standard let down 1,:/ !ncJivid':.al airptanes , Lt. Dr'c-okshire
broke out \'lith l~O feet of altitude and COOyards visibility. f'rorn the break out
pomt , thc-y took a/"DR" head:in~:to tnt! designated divers ion fic::ld. However, due,
t.\> poor vi3itility they HBre unable to find the Lie Id-end because of the surround-

'~, in'B-:,terrain I'eatures , were forced back into the overcest , T'ney proceeded back to
'Splashf.r ), hy aural-null methods but as the conoass Vias not f'unctdcning properly, it
Vias'dif'ficu:~t to ascertain whether or not ';',he? vete at ,Splasher h at any time. from
there [tlieJ' took a r.eadi1i' of 90 degrees to the c<.\st coast of EnGland al'ld let down
over the l'1orth $e." where t ";e.y jet.tisoned their Go~bs. The aircraft. was still to
be considered a heavy. aircraft hoY/ever,. lx:cause they had approximately 2400 'gallons
of gasoline and it ,';as ot~er'liise cOJr.l)letel:' loaded ;-01' a" ooerationi',l fli('!lt.
!lhile over the Horth Sea, the ceiling Vias'so low that vdr:n the pilot ?il9.de"his
180 degree turn to head back to hu-ld, he was a -:;ain ~orced into tile· overcast. lipan
reaching the coast he turned and paralleled it so that he cO:Jlrl fill':) one of thF; fields
tnorm t() he :in that vicinity. 1'hf. held chosen was Horth Coates.

The wind \'las alr;,Qst 90 dagrees to the' only rl~l'l\;lay, lenr,th of: vlhj_chwas 4,320
feet lone, and slick due to a recent rain_-':'alL 1'he ceiling was becomi,Qf lQwe:c,and
visibility 1ess.§!l)_n5as time Vlent on. Lt. Srco~:shire deddcc! that he had better land
there in preference to atte':1tjng to locate a more desirable field. Six individua:i.
efforts Vlere !"ade to land before they Wf.re finally able to ahgn themsr.Ives wit!1 the.
runway and land.

- ,

The caravan operator tried to aid Lt. Brooks')lre by uSirlg' the aldis lamp and
firing flares, but as he had' to iJ'_.ake an angular appro3.r:h to the field', and because
of the obstr'Jction of a. capsized destroyer on thE' f:inal approach, it ,'ias very jifficult
to ,land his aircraft. Also ~kinfi t:lines more difficult WaS the: fact that the flares
YI87:ebe:in:;; l;loYnlout to the s ide of the rum:ay •. A dyke eir,ht feet hiGh of1el'ed
another obstruction to the runway.

Lt. Brookslljre bro\l;;rt his airplane in Jr.' thc final approach at acout 110 Je'PH,
cleared the dyke by Cl9prox:batel:, 10 feet, and 1,ncied i'1 the J'irst 100 yards' of the
runway. Because of the cross wind, he v:as forced to use 1,he star board eneines as an
aid in sta.y:ini: . :', the runway. It was also r.ecessar~' to stay on the runway because
of the hr,.n~~aI''line anti aircraft which 'yrer:eon the right and a tor_:)edo dump which
wa.'·aO:.lut 75 feet fro:;] th<j edge of: the n;m:a:i JD tile left. '"alCn Lt. BrooKshire
realiz'l:o that he was not t;oing to be able to stop before reaching the encl of che
run'.,a;r, it \'las too late _for hi'll to go aro'Jl1d. There ...:as a ditch approxootely 200
feet from t.he end oj: the rqrmay T/h~chhe was not awar13o~ until he was in the gras~
off the end of the airstrip. He then :iJ~mediat~l:-,atteDlpted to ground loop the air-
craft but hecausE! the grotU1dVias slick, he ,Viasonly ade _to [<?t it sideways ~efore
til" plane slid into the ditch.

RESPCllSIBILITY:
dent should be

. .
It is the opinion of this ~oard tlle responsibility for this acci-
0f!~~·~itI-:~:i~'I&4-ll!ll.JiSw.t1§..J!.Yi~ea~t~h~erand 15% to the failure of
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RECO)'!!.!ENDATl(}IS:It is felt that it is not this Board's prerogative to rake any
recomeendat ions for takir.g pr eventat ive action, inasmuch as higher headquar-ters
deterrunes the necessity z'or schedul ing operational missions under such adverse
weathsr cond jt ions.
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~TA7l!;ILr,::: BY IS'! LT. J. D. flP.J,JI;t;HJ:C". O-lfJ)'(~7f,0, ;JILJr, CO:;G,;'L!'J hBCF}.I'J'
ACCIDENT, fJ-17a hh-8421, Oi~ 16 Dt;CE;"!1Er.19LL,

~{E HAD A Jo!OW'ALT.~!3 o-r. A~,S';>!L~ .!A[, A LIT'i'LE DH'FIr,01T DUB TO THE RADIO
CO:PASS IHDIGATOJi BSWG ElOP£P).TIVl:. ArT;;! f;':;,Sr;: :l;LY, "i/E 'Le'OK O~T 011 COlW.s~; MiD
\,;,E~rr;DIV-cJ~rED. THE UAVllJATOE I;mRi'LD :1: l'PJj' THL: r'£l': EQ~IP~;ZNT ..iJ,S OUT. I'f£ P.10-
C:EDI1l TOi,N~i)S T'!E DESr::!!A,::'rr:; DIV":ESIO:: r'ELD. w: ~'IEPE DIV.::P.'l'EIJ TO THE ~WJrH SEA
1'0 !:JROPOUi"! ro=s A~!DOUR i'!J:. VI~-AT(l1l PICK]:;D UP Tffr: APPROXElATi-· PI)SITIOE THEtlli.
liE TOOK A IiEADIrrG TO;'iA:~f)S AWl'ilER !'ILLD. .lBF0Rr~ WE J..;~RIV1ill THZPJ~, THAT FIUD ViAS
CP,ANGED iu'\iD 'ifS 1'001: A flEAD:!:EG 1'0 ~HE ssco;m DIVLRSIOH FEID. 'l'~j£; l.:AVIC'A';'OE COULD
ror KEEP HDiSELF LOCAtED, FLYI:iG ov:';nio/iorss. Tf8 moup I2J,IiER PASSED OI''I THE
:r.t:F6~1!ATION ON THE II!S)'RU!fEN1' lEI' DO'il!'I ON SPLASHER 4. HE CAE A !-1?..ADINGAli'!) DTS~
TAt-ICE FROB SPUSHER ,u TO TPJ; DIVEHSmtJ FH~LD. .f!.AmIG iiO ?ADIO COIJlASS, J: PESLE!)
OFF AND F0LWfIED THE S:iIP AHEA0 OF !-'L TO THE spar ;,lHE!'<.EHE Efl'l'EPJJ) THE OVrnCAs,r
AND I FLEYI OL'T ot! flY HEADIHG. '!t1fEli I ~()l\r: TH~O[jGH on ToE "BO'l'T'OV, I HAD APFROX-
BiIlTELY 150 FEIT so I TOOi~ THE liliCIP1WCAL HEADH!G HV FIa{ BACKTO WHERE I T:fOVGk'1'
Tf.!E BIJNCHlP. SHOjlD HAVE !3-EH. FEOH TfffiRE, ! TOOK TBE HEADJr!G TO T!£ FIlW. AS
Tlffi FAV!'"'.ATO~IS l1TA F.Al! OuT, iIE PEGAJ~ li SEARCH PUR THE FEW, BuT i'r'Ef~ UNABLE
TO FIr"ID IT AND DECIDE!) TO CLI!I~ liP Ai30VS TH.E OV::J:l;AST SItWE TH~E WERE OTffrF.
SHIPS IN n:E AP.EA i'.UD I !-I},J) G0'!E IJN.01."l ('tm AFD 2A!lF'LY nSSKD A HonSE. TJ.lE TIili~
RAIN flAS VYRY fJTT.LY. I TOOK T~ !!EAD!!!J 2ACK 70 THE SPLASH1'R. ?lHEN lIE 'iiERE "
ovm THl:: SPLASl"'LR, tiE TOOK A t~li:.urG OF 90 DErJUillS TO SEARCH FOR. THE FAST COAST.
OVER THE NOP.TH SEh I ~~fJE ii)' LET DO;'M ?Q THE !'0P OF THE WATm AN!} SlIT )iY A1Tn~
El'ER AT ZERO." TO rJJffi A 160 DE~EE 'l'liRN, I me FOP.CEl) !1,8.CKDrro THE OVERCAS'I'.
mill COIIPLi!."'l.'Ii!G THE TURN, I \".'E!-IT iii,G): TJ THF: ~iATffi MID f~ADED ;lACK rm/AflD Tlffi
l!:Ab'T COAST.

DU1Ul'G THIS 1'FE, I '1U,S DOD'lDn S:'ALL ~:iIPS Ar.'D A TA!:(lr.l' ISJAND. A~1'1.'q
FTIJJIHa THE EA!>"!'COAST, F2, 1'Umfr:D UP THE COAS1' ~"'OFWD A FIELD 1'HAT WE l:llE'il
:":AS IN THA'i' VICn,ITY. CRUISDG DO'iIi..J1'i-!'(; CJt.ST I THE ?lA'imp.TOR SP01'T1'D THY.; j,BLD
AND 1. TnIED A 1(10 llBCREJ.:: CLOSE·IN F:'l.OCEDURE. DUE TO Ti'£ $_11tl'""'ACE :JD~DS, I ~'lAS
EI/J'ifil) OIT lJiD b'PE1"rr FIF'l'L"2;i; ~:Ere'l'ES WCATI!l rns lI1::LD AGAn1. I TPJIill TO !illlE
CO~'TACT rilTH THE f.'D:;W OIl !J.'t.~KY ~'PJ;:J.UEECY v4hO 2UT 'HAS tlNA:llE 1'0 TflAUSlTI TO ~
THEH. THLY 'ff;.ANS:fITI'ED TO lIE GENERAL Il[:OR:~:.rrO:; SUCH AS LEEr.:I'!! OF HelJ'/IAY (lJ~40
YARDS), CEIWiG, A)"lD poor: nSFJJ1IT:. :I FLEfI DiJi'Jr! THE RUr,'[AY AND USING HEADINGS
A.ND'2'nm: 1\!>.NAGEDTO !)AKE A FL%l' PATTtJUI. AS I WAS TUPlmiG ON TIlE APPROACH,
I HAD TO FLY ARO~i~1D A CAPSIZc:D Dl!~'TH01'RP. REIHG UNABIE TO FLY OVER IT M!D SfAY
OW' 0::;' TH8 OVEJl1"..AST. THE ONLY LIGHT" ASSISTANCE I HAD WAS Al~ AWlS WP ANn GRJt;Etl
FlARES. THE Alms LAMP WAS 7lARELY VISI lLE U:IJ 'l.'HE l'L4.~ BLE'lf TOO FA}, ACROSS
THE RlIrf'{AY TO El<~ m' hUY iTAL!.:t. AT THIS l'rlE, I ssrr ATID VISIBILITY FROY. T'lE
COCKPIT TO BE 500 YAF]S OR LESS AKD I GOl!JD NOT SEE THB Rl'N"JAY Hi SUFFICBNT
Tn'E TO LUIE UP PP..OPERLY. 'f'H() TEES I ~"[~ll1'0): AROtilm AFTER LI1mm UP ON THE
RUNi'iAY TO IAll/D. ON rY SIXTH TEI, I CAl iE rsro T!-lE RtjlrifAY ON A lJJNG W'H AP*-
PROAGH OVER THE OID DE3I'RGYER ON A HEADDfQ OF 220 DEGREES FCR A 250 DEGREE
RUNNAY Al'm WAS ONLY AP.LE ro HOLD ~!YSELF I)tI A TRUE COUPuSE flITH TfiJ.,T HEADING.
FUnlG A~' APPROXn.~ ELl' 20 Foo OVEn 2'HE ~.lUDFLATS, I CLFMED AN 8 FOOl' OB-
Sl'icIJcTION MiD SEr 'if AIRCRAFT DOYtll AS lID.R ro THE END OJ THE RUJ-TliAY AS POSSIBLE.
DUE TO Tf{E Cp.ossvrHID, I HAD USED o.pPOsrrr; THR01"l'IES AND !R\KES TO HOID THE AIR"

; CRAF'l' ON THE R(J}fI(AY. 'AS THi RiJNViAY WAS SLICK, I ;rA.S NOT AP.IE TO SI1Jfl r:iovm
SUFFICIEN'rLY TO STOP IN THE LENGTH OF THE RUWiAt: 02Si'RUCTIOHS ON THE P1Gl!l'
PLUS A TOOPEDO DUl!P ON TID; LEFT l'REVEHTED ~.ffi },ROH CRO!Nu IDOPllW "MilLE (}l THESECRET

< "



,
~1

."."
"

• • •

~~'~' /~c·R·E r
"J ,u,,",

!~UI:ftiAY. AT 7H7. EHD Or' ')'fE; ;:lJ:fliAY, tit..S A G!f.AS~ APJ'A T:!A'I' 'NAS s:10arH MID' APPEARED ,
TO 1m INTO A PLOYIF.D FEW. ,lITH 1'f;~ SP;;L]l I HAil AT THE rnc, 'IfIJ.:;;'E YiAS·LI1':'LE
DAW1r:i{OF' NOSING OV It OY !}O~!lG Sf?.AI GH1' AHEJ..D. Arr:;~ L3i1'iF': TIf[: ~;lID Or' TH£ RllN.'
VlAY ArID HALF nA:~ ACROSS '.i'HE G:-~I..SS AREA, I SJ,,;'! THIS DI'!'C,~. I i'hIli HELEASED EY i'lJGh'T
Pfl.EAK, USING FULL LEFt f:HAKE A!m ?IGHT 'l'HROT1'Lf...:, MID ATT21@l'ED AN E()fillJl1i.TE GROUND
WOP. TilE SH1-:l:-:RPIN FAILf!:O TO BREAK MiD I CALlED FOR T~L:: TAIL WHEEL TO BE UN-
LOOKED, WHICH ~rAS, AFD :1' GROtiN']) LOOP &"l'ARTEiJ. 'PE AIRCP.AFr 1TR}1Sf) 90 DEGRE.ES
U:'J'O TIlE fiTtlD MiIJ SLID SIDE',IAYS VIITHOliT COI'PL1'l'IHG ANY ~lORS CF THE GROUND LOOP
1!o.1'OTHF; DITCH. HAll I NOT ThKf2i ~'HIS Sl'EP, AIID Gong S'TIUtIGHT 11;10 THE DITCH,
IT IS '!Y EELIEl" THAT THE AIRCRAf';' 'iiO: LD flA\"':; Hl.;:.:;NDA!~Gill "ORB Sl!,'VEHELY ABU
AT LEAS'I' ?1VJ:~ HElmms OF THE CR1N; KILlED. THE APPROACH TO THIS DITCH ;1AS VERY
HIS AIm 1m; fAR ~,\NII ViAS IIJ,Iffi 'l'fl.A:i THE FiV}lT l~AHK, )'~KING TPl:: DTICfi EXTmQ~LY
HARD TO SEE. I SPOTTW THE DITCH F'l,Q}.4 THE COCKPIT BEFOPE Tllli NAVIGATO!1 AND BOll..
BARDIER SPO'l'TED IT FROl,! THE NOSE AND THb1 WERE LOOKIt;G STRAIGHT AHEAD. 1!Y GROUND
LOOP HAD 51'ARTED BEFOl?E THEY 7iERE ABLE TO TELL !IE TO GROUfru LOOP.

......
';:', ~ 4 • ~J

DA}(A(l!\ TO Tit; AIRCRAFT WAS FAIRLY EXTENSIVE. THE F'USELA.GE l(fAS T~11SIl:D FROI!
THE PJJ)IO ROO~5TO TItS VERTICAL STABILIZER. HIGH'l' HORIZmfl'AL STABIUZER WAS
CRUIIPLED, RIc:.l1T i1HIG 'HAS CRu"!PLED, 'Al',rD #3 AND #4 PROPS VfE.R.E BENT. THE 1EF'I' 'HIllG
SHOWED SIGNS OF BEHlG SPRU1WAT THE FUSELAGE. NEl'l'HER lAtIDH!G GEAR iIAS BUCKLED
AND THE J.o..1E:I:lES AND SlIPERCHP_'iGSRS YIEHE IDITOUCHED. FL'mHBR DAI~(!l!; ~lAS DONE TO THE
AIRCfiAf'Jl. WHEN THE Gc:lili WAS ?zrP.AC'I'ED BY THE RAF ENGHTEE.t:S H! ORDlli TO ?ITNE[ZE
THE OB')'TRUCTION AT THE E1iD OF TI1E RU!{IAY Ji'OR m:m TAKE OFl? DA"~Gl; WaS DOllE ~\O
Tm; NOSE SECTT.ON AND FUSELAGE. COliF1.DLNTIAL A~m SECil.lTI' l.1:ATWUAL ViAS GUARDE:D AT
ALL TI!~S.

!.Iy TECHNIQUE IN THIS ENTIP.F, PROCEDUEE YiAS WITH lITFOST PRECAlrrION. lE'l' DmOO
MID LON FL'-n:a YiERB DONI.!:AS P'l.ESCR!rED, AT1'B!PI'S A11 THE i--IEW WERE !ruJE Yr.ITH r ULL
FUPS, HIGH RPM, AND ADl.SPEED OF APPROXIM,6_TELY no IPH TO GIVE lIE AS lll,;CH TIllE
AS POSSIBLE TO LnIE UP Oi~ 'I'HE RlIUiiAY. EXTRJ .. PRECAUTION JAS TAIiliN BY HAVING THE
ENGINEER LOOK om OF THE WVl SIDE IN ALL TUFlIS TO KEI\? !.IY WING FROI.! TOUCHIlW THE
GROUND. BarH THE NAVIGA1'On AND BOJf!<.A.RDER WEP..E LOOKING OUT OF THE NOSE. THE
co-rner I'IA~ PAYING 1'HE STRICTEST ATTEN'!'IOH TO INSTRUII!m'S AS I VIAS FLYING AS
NEAll CON'l'ACT AS WAS POSSIBLE. THIS man VIAS PICKED DUE TO THE FAIWRE OF OUR
EQUIP1®lT AND THE TOTlJ. LACK OF Nfl.VI GATIOHA 1 FACILITIES. BRIEFED FOR A mONT
11OVINO IN AJliIJ lOIOl'ITl!G TH!:: 1'IEATHBR 1'0 BE GS"l'THIG l'lORSE, IT WAS :fY JUDGEUEm' TO
GEl' ON "L1}~ GROUND AT THIS BASE AIm NCII' GO UP AND VlAI1' FOl{ ::jE'I'TEH i'tUTHER.
R.ErUhN TO THE HOME BA.sE WOULD HAVE BEEN llIPHACTICAL. YIE COULD HAVE Om'AINED
A qD!~BY Vl/T BUT PERHAPS COILD i'rar HAVE FOUND T4E FIELD AND THE TER.RAJ.N I'fAS
SUCH THAT I DID NOT tYM1T TO GO TO THIS VICINITY.

2 fJ/7 /P"
~#.~

;:> J•. D. BROOKS!URE,
1st Lt., Pilot.
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S]'hn;i'El-?l' ;iY 2};n LT. E. r. lcrJrlOI!Bo\,0-836612, CO-P1lI11', C,)!'iC8!,j!I"(1 AIRC!l.AF'l'
ACCffiEN'l' or~16 DEGErl3FR 19lih.

-,

AJ.'TEH ti.Avtxo FOtH:;) 'II-iE ~t:..;: ,":.i\SE AT NCftTl[ COAns, ~!] PIWl' GIrtCLFD THE
Fn:llJ ~'OR lANDING. WI;; HAD TInED TO r::Bf:P IN CLOSE C{I!TACT TO IT ~Y ~"LYIHC1 F_S
LO\'[ AS rossrus. I THIED I.!AIl1LY TO CO!l1'AG'T TH.':; CONl'!tOL TO/fiR :mI' VIAS TRAr,:S~
J!Il"l'HiG 1fFi!.Y iiEAKLY. UY IlliCEPl'IOli HAS LOt)] j.J:D CLE/I.R, P_;']) THE CON'l'~OLTO'iiER GAVI.: US
THE lANDING INSTRUCTIOHS AS ;:fi:IY TIl:ES AS ¥j~ Al TEI:TED TO G1'T IN. VIE ALSO
HECEIVEV THE \iIHD Pi:POR'[' AND LEl,;Gl'H OF' RUNWAY. FlARES dKW.E ssor FRE~UEt:TLY
Nm (;O(;lJ) JUST ,;E HADE o;rr.

Tl-IE PlL01' iJi'Tt:ii THE SIATH A'.i'TJrJf'l' IN IANDING OER AlRCf.AFT., JUST AVOIDED
Al! EIGtiT FOOT 0 lSl'ACLE AT T11];; t:ND OF T;:..r; R!:;':::A~:. OUR FlAPS /fiRc; DOWli FuLL AND
A SECOIID ilEFOH.E TOllGHING THE GROL1m, THE COWL FLAPS {11m; OPBNElJ TO REDUCE OUR
'RilllNING SP£ED. TH}!; PIlIYI' HAD TO USE Ali'illIIAT!: ~P.AI~ AND' STAP.1DARD E~!GIFE TO
KEEP ON Tl1E ftmrUA.Y, DUE TO THE 90 DEGREEV:no. AITl*', GE'I'l'ING 1'0 1'HJ:: END OF
7HE RUlfiiAY, VIE SAI1 THE GlASS OVERSHoar, NID T1AHSTRAWI'l' TO rr. HAVING PRO-
CEEDED Fum'HEX, ,iE SA~'; TH'Z DITCH A.'iD I!_(J[~IP.TEL~ STARTED OU·R (itonm LOOP YIHICH
WA.S IN VAl:: FOR 'IYJI i:o/i~ITlFi OF Tm: AIRCRAF1,' WAS TOO OREA'l' TO b.LLOW ! FULL
IDOP. A SCJmR AT'fE!'Pr AT A rnonill WOP ifOIiLll p.A'm :'-EEN UNADVJSIBLE '3ECAUSE
OF THE CLOSE OYS1'R.UCnOlTS TO THL ~iJD OF AN~ ALOlHl roTH smss OF T~~ Rmr,fAY.
Hili FIllYI' ',[AS Vi\RY ALERT Arm STAF.1'lliJ THE L00P AT TH):; ;lES'T OPPOE,TUlE llQ),'EIJT.

E. P. XOOTROOBA,
2nd Lt., Co-pilot.
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SI'ATr:J!Em BY 2ND LT. H. (NIl) .CHANICK, 0-553h8:>, HAV!C'AT'W, Cm;CZRIHNG AIRCRAFT
ACCIDENT,' B-17G 44-8421, on 16 1ECE~mr:! 1~9::.:44:.:.. _

Cli TAKE orr, RADIO COJ..PASS S1;!ITCHED OF? AUTmJATICALLY DEADENING ALL RECEP-
TION. VIllILE ASSE!!l3LUIG, I TRIED TO REl,!U)Y DIF'FICULTY BUT COl!PASS NE1DLE DID NO!
POP!T OR 8IVE PJ.IT l[{)VEI!E1IT TO FmW BUNCHER. !.lY rnmSR HAD TO BE KE?l' ON COmROL
BUT1'ON TO 00 ANY REC~rrIOH AT ALL FOR POWER \70ULD GO OFF AUTO!:ATICALLY. THIS
GON'l'H!UED ALL DlllmlQ FLIGfIT TINE.

GEE BOX IlECEPI'IOi! flAS EXTF:E?lELY POOR DURIN'] &'I1TIRE ?LI'JfIT PERIOD. COl'lD
HOI' DISl'INGUISH ANY SIGNAlS AT aLL AF'l'Eit 10 :30 A .J.1. BRFOru:; THIS TP'E, I WAS
ABLE TO G1T THE "A" SIGNAL ONLY OIVDG ME SOHE IDEA OF ;.~ UTITliDE Bur THE
FURI'HER NOm'H WE ID FLY, THE GR.SATER THE IN'l'ERF'8P.sHCE. AFTE~ APPROXI~7ELY
10:30, 1')' SCR~:EN~!!lS f'~:LL 0;; J]ASS 7n:T:.l O!~LY rao UNIDENTIFIABLE SW~lS.

VrriEN mUL6.TION PZELED OF? J J FIGe"RED;:IE '![;!;RE 1'1 Tlf£; VICINITY O!~ ti?1ASHrn
#4. I ":AVE1:8 PIIm A TVffiLIfi3i'I;:;'l':: ErA ~"O~oun nm:RSIm: YEw ONHOOJI)!G
Gr:1.1':us :;':JR0lIF. DIlJ"ERSION FEW 0V'i:!( VHF. AFTs:t ETA fiAt! (LT, i'/E CBr;L::D A'l'
VEHY LOYT ALT!.TUDE B:;T i·'AILED T') PICK UP FlEW. i'JE ~IA?1_ti.0'ifLY ESCAP!D TVi::> lHD-
AIH COLUBIONS.

I SilSGEST£D 1'fC1! YJE ilI:.1''',:)i TO SPL~SlER #14 AP.EA Al'D I i'[O':1D APPLY A U\11)
FALL ON 1'1[8 EAST CO!Sj' TO FrflD A Fn;LD. Vf;', LtF'T 'f,RE ISlAND Ol~ A lG10illG Or' 90
DEGRBES ABOVE CLOUD !..AIm AT 1,200 ji'j:ET. )/E; CotIT'H-II.1ill FO:: TEN l:'I1fUTES, DID A
180 DEGREETURN, DESCENDING TO i'lITHIN FIFTY FEET ABOVE THE WATl:1I., AND !!I:c,j{
270 DEGRr:ES UNTIL litE HIT LAUD AlJhllL "fIE ?~EN !lOLWi,'EJ) '!K; CO.~ST Lll1E NJRI'H
!:NTIL ;JE HIT TEE FIELD I HAD CiiOS:::t;. T1E~ ?IWr T~:E'~ ~ROCEEDED TO LAND THB PLAt/E.
ON OUR SIXTH ATTElWl' TO LI!lE U? THE RlRftVAY, T!:'E P1LOT nor THE PU.fiE DonN ~!ICELY.
I FELT Tem BRAKE Pl~~SUI!E ILI1!'} APPLI';o Br'l' \,iE COuLD mILl: SPUR'l' ot: AHE:AD. THE
END OF THE ;"IJ!VIAY ~'iAS B!:1' A W,if HlJNDHED YARDS orr. :T~ HIT TilE BIll OF 'i'rrr.: RUU.
WAY A.~D IT lOOKED AS IF VIE ID cTUSTSTOP ON THE GRASS. 1'HZ rnor SAYl THE DUCH
BEFORE T!r'\ ~.EST OF THE CP..i!.""I1AND APPLIED FULL IZF'T BRAKE AND FULL H,H'!' THRvr-rLE.
I YEIJ,£D lOR IIG.'W~:ND WOP" MID lIE JUST SKIDD:J) ALL THE WAY AROUND. THE HO$E
SI'OPP"'uD ON Tf{IS 3Im: 'IfHILC: 'i',,:r: TAIL SWUNGAROlJl'm OV3:R THE DITCH.

H. KiQWJICX,
2ndLt., Navigator.
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Office o,f the 11eather Officer

APe 557
21 Dec. 44

SUBm:T: WeathArEepcri for 16 Decenber 1944.

'1'0 COlm!l.ndin&Officer, 3G4th Bonb Group, APO 557, U,S.A.
ATI'hlflION: Group Operation:! Officer.

1. The folloTling weathe:;, report e are given for North Coates 16 Dec 441
:.

'i'lh~ VSEY roN ClO\!] 10,1 CI.DtiD ;'iUl~
(GUi.'plus 1 lu') EASE Ai,[

1000 3 nil.es 2500 ft SilO P..aze
noo No report ••• I ••• ..... .....
1200 2500 yds 2000 5/10 Slight intermittent

drizzle.
1300 2500 10/10 Drizzle in past

hour.
1400 1400 600 5/10 Continuous sli~ht

drizzle.
1500* 5-800" 500 1~10 Light rain.
1600 800 100 e 10 Slight irrter.t1ttent

3-600 10/10 drizzle.

*Pilot report. Surface lIind SE 10·15 nph,

2. The weather ill the North Coates! area and also at the other diversion
adrdroaes (Samtoft and Fiskerton) 11e1'enuch the sane as the above.

3. Synoptic Situati.on: An occluded front extended b'\'/ to SE I'/est of
North Coates (refer to attached L18.p), It lias ilcivin~ eastlle.rds. In ti''; frontal
zone which extended over North Coates and the WU:lh,there l'Ias rain, fog or
Irll5t, and 10/10 Ilu.1t.ilayer cloud--l0/l0 strato<:-Illlulus base 1·5COft tops 3-'
6000; 10/10 mddre base 8-9000 ft top not neusured but probabl::l 25·28000 ft.

I1'CI.S:
6 wea 1111'S.

irtttf!:j
1st Lieut i£
Sta tion Weather Officer.
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Cloud:- 5/10 fractostratU$ at 600 ft (estimated
10/10 nimbostratus, base uncertain but
estimated at 200 ft shortly afterwards.)

VisibHity:- (horizontally) 1400 yds ,
S\:.l'fc.ceWind:- South-east 15 mph. .
Weather:- continuous slight drizzle.

" •
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•• • ...:,;.•......,.."":"'.'., ,.',"',
_,

ECR'~'l"S '.1 t~1
!~eteorologicaJ. Office:

F. .A•F. ·Station, '.
North Coa.tes,

Grim.sby, Lincs:
16th. December, 1944.
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It is hereby certified that the weather conditions reported
by this office at about 13h5 hrs , Bsr to-day were as follows:-

/s/ J. G. COLTIS, F/Lt •.
Meteorological Officer.

Cm'fITIED TRUE COPY
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From :_ Officer COr.L7i1ndiI'cR.•A.F. station, ~!orth Coates.

To :_ Officer COlllr:la..rlding, Grafton Vndenrood.·

Date :~ 16 December, 19tJh.

Ref. :- DO/FJR.

R.A.F. ~lORTHCOATES

I witnessed the attempts to land and the final crash
of Fortress D 421 at North Coates IJl1 16th December.

;: estimate the weather a; :'ollows :- Visibility varying
from GOO to 1500 yards ( I am cenain .of the lower figure
because when driving down the :unway immediately after the crash,
I was only just able to see the wreck from the "crossbar" which
is 800 yards from the end of the runway )

Cloud I estimate at about 400 feet. Slight Rain
wiriCf lO-mph. across the runway in use - 250°11.

2, The runway in use required an approach over the sea and
mud flats which are quite featureless. The funnels and lead - in lights
were lit, as waS the f'Iare path, txt t.hey are not of sodium and
could not have been easy to see in the prevailing rain and low
visibility. .
3. The Fortress made six attempts t·) land before touching dotrn ,
but was clea:ly having the greatest difficulty in lining up on

the runway.
4. A continuous 51.4cc63sionof ere en vera,\' li~hts were beine fired
in an attempt to indicate the runviay.
5. I have seen the report of my Duty !(etereological Officer with
which 1 do not a~e. I consider that it paints too optimistic a
picture of the actual weather at the t ine of the crash. This is
possi.bly explained by the "patchiness" of the weather and the
rapidity with which it had deteriorated.

/s/ F. J. B.
Group Captain COJilmandi'1g.
!.A.F. Station, I!orth Coates.
16th December, 1944.

CffiTITIED TRUEcorr
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8' 1. R~d10 Compau SCR-?69-G on above &.ircraft reported defeotive immedi..

ately after takeoff.. This has not b~en a reourrent trouble and the above U.R.
16 submitted only to acoomp:.nyth~ ill Form No. 14 submitted on crashed air-
craft.

U
8 2. The set went off by it8~lr and stayed off until the navigator would

hold his oontrol button depressed, This restored partinl control of equip.
ment but aural nulls could not be determined on loop position and iniioators
did not traok in normal fashion oi oompass position.

U
R

'3. probable csuse of above me malfunc;tion of 'Relay BK..22..E (e.asembly
drawing l~o. AN91154..1) and associated wiring.

4. No definite oause for above is submitted as airoraft'orashed at a
remote 'Butt-on a.nd ht.1!-no.t been available for examination. The above 1ntor-
mati9~ 'has been determined solely from the statements of Pilot, Co-pilot and
Navigator, of the above Airoraft.U'

8 ,
'For the CollD!lllllioations Officerl

,~t&z.}~c ta.in, Air Corpa, '
~ ~o MaintenanoeO£fice~ •
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nAT.III AAJf'Station No. 106 j....TIII. Grou.p Radar' U
IUIIICT .1PrWIIIl...... . I~ r..·.....R~ . Radar Equipment ossor & Co.· .

AlICIAIT- ..... ,W ..... r.. 11IIIU ....... AA~101": IIIIT.~~""''''''''''B-17 ..G 8421 Type 2 Indioa·tor
Allie,,,,," I-LUT.oL IS.-" .... ,_n..... 1'lUI ""'.,.. U1IN.1Tt

.... T .. '

R~ lun ..WQL ..... I"'''' ..... ...... u .. 1'nIIIII ....
OILY

P .... ~ I!rftIII. ....................
A GGE Mark 11 EQulment

U
~

Tlltll~ I.....,·... 11IIIII1l .... ....". ..",_'.....1-- I............·~
5:"'" .ID=ID~ IO==-o Soot II l[t-...IO ....... ID'·......8AtIMW X ..... " <.... ,...

PNUp ..... "'J; 0ImW)

1M ClIIPU1IIlTAlIJ, .. ~ I11III111 .ce-.nAnoa IEUI: EXPEDITE""..................~.....,
U

1. GEE Mark 11 equipment on above aircraft reported inoperat .. Rive soon after take-off. The above U.R. is submitted only to
aO~111pany.the AU form No. 14 submithd on orasbed airoraft.
2. The equipment was reported ino:pere.tlvein so far as the UNavigator oould obtain only two unidentified signals whioh HOQuld not be used for taking a fix.
3. The equipme.nt was removed from the airoraft and set up on
the benoh for a thorough benoh check. The only fault found was

Uthat the diTldera were slightly ott, but as the navigator had
not reported this it is ooncluded that it was oaused by the 8landing.. However t it tile divide: 6 had been ott while th,
aircr'ft was in tllght, the navigator still wou~d have been
able to ·identity signals. It is concluded that the equipment

Uwas satisfaotory sinoe Signals were seen on the screen, furtherproven by the faot that the R.F. Unit was found to be on treqMuenoy on all stud positIons. R
4. The equipment has 8ino~ been placed in another operational
aircraft and no trouble has been report&d. .

U
• ~o,(\~

8
t

II. A. NOFFSINGER, •Captain. Air Corps. llk·Group Radar Offioer. ,.
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