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LT Brookstire was {lvin: the "r.a.f4 gitisn of the pish 3ichb en a r:f,;.n‘e
J,,,ma.t imnal nission, Durlng., the ass: by serisd, nis radio compass wernt out, and
cruetly aftervarcs, nis Gee boy becar. inoperative, Dve to inclement weather, the
iiusion vas serulied and the femalion was d*vvxtr—. 10 a field im northern Inglande

Tae forration leader anmounced the Group's position at Splasher L and all
aircrait executed a standard let down 'y individual airplanes. It. frookshire
broke out with 150 feet of altitude and 800 yards visivility. From the break out
point, they tock a-"DR" heading to the designated diversion field., However, due,
tp poor visitility they were unable to find the {ield-end because of the surround-
, Ainpsterrain features, were forced back into the overcast. %Yney proceeded back to

*Splasher | by aural-null methods but as the compass was not functioning properly, it
vas* difficult to ascertain whether or not | they were at Splasher L at any time, From
therey' they took a headin;' of 90 degrees to the cast ccast of England and let down
over the Morth 3e:. where they jettisoned thieir combs. The aircraft was still to
ve considered a heavy aircraft however; because they had approximately 2400 -zallons
of gasoline and it was otherwise c'nmlcre? loaded for aa operationel flight,
ihile over the Horth Sea, the ceiling was so low that when the pilot mede his
180 degree turn to nead back to lund, he was awmin forcad into the overcast. Upon
reaching the coast he turned and paralleled it so that he could find one of the fields
mowm %o be in that vieinity, The field chonsen was Horth Coates.

The wind was alrost 90 degrees to the only rumidy, length of which was L,320
feet long, and slick due tJ a recent rainfall, The ceiling was becomipg lawer and
visibility lessening as time went on. Lt. Groosshire decided that he had better land
there in preference to attemting to locate a more desirable field, Six individual
efforts werc rade to land hefore they were {inally able Lo align themselves with the
runway and land.

The caravan operator tried to aid Lt. Prookshire by using the aldis lamp and
firing flares, but as he had to make an angular approach to the field, and because
of the obstraction of a capsized destroyer on the final approach, it was very difficult
to . land his aircraft. Also making things more difficult was the fact that the flares
were bein; Llom out to the side of the ruwiay. A4 dvie eight feet high offered
anotner obstruction to the runway.

Lt. Brookshire brought his airplane in on the final approach at a2bout 110 !PH,
cleared the dyvke by approximatelr 10 feet, and landed in the irst 100 yards of the
yurway, [ecause of the cross wind, he was forced to use the starboard engines as an
aid in staying -u the runway. It was alsy necessary to stay on the runway because
of the hanger line and aircraft w‘nich were on the right and a tornedo dump which
wa.s ahout 75 feet from the edge of the runvay on the left. Uhen Lt. Brockshire
realized that he was not going to be able to stop before reaching the end of che
runway, it was too late for him to go eround. There was a ditch apnroximtal,/ 200
feet from ihe end of the rymway which he was not aware of until he was in the grass
off the end of the airstrip, He then immediately attempted to ground loop the air-
craft but hecause the ground was slick, he was only atle to get it sideways Lefore
the olane sl:Ld into the ditch. : i
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RECOMEHDATIONS: It is felt that it is not this Board's prerogative to make any
Tecommendations for takirg preventative action, inasmich as higher headquarters

deternines the necessity or scheduling operztional missions under such adverse

weather conditions,
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uimxﬁ LM BY 151 LT, J. D. BEDJESHINE, 0-2M10740, PILOT, COHCTITHG 'Tu— A
CCIDENY, B=-176 LL-BL21, Oif 16 DECZ ?P" 15LL.

W% HAD A MOWAL T4YE O, ASZIELY #AS A LITTLE BI;"FIﬁJ;'l' DUE T2 THE RADIO
CO'PASS LMUIUATOR BLING I‘JOPL‘I)'}'N" AFTLY ASSEITLY, B TOOK OYF OF COURST ANT:
WERE DIVERTED. THE FAVICATOR TMPORIED 'F THAT THE ;.:.: .,Q'JIP.L.TP ithS OUT, WL PRO=
C:EDED TOwiRDS T"'L DESTHIATED jIV.:lu*u; FIsld, QT VERE DIVERIED TO THE MORTH SEA
TC DROP OUR TOFSS AND OUR {AVIZATON PICKFD UP THE APPROKT:ATY PNSITION THERE,
E TOOK A HEADING TCZAMES ANOTHER FILLD, 1T5FORK WE ARRIVED THERE, THAT FIKID WAS
CHANGED AND ‘W5 TOOK A HMEADZNG TO THE SECOID DIVERSION FIZID. THz NAVIFATOR COULD
KOT KEEP HLISELF LOCETED, FLYLHG OVER lO/lOTm. THZ ROUP LZALER PASSED OUT THE
TRFORMATION O THE TVSTRUMENT LET DO/ 0N PLASHER L. HE GAVE A YFADING AND DTS@
TENCE FROM SPLASHER L TO THE DIVERSTON FIEID. HAVING HO fADIO COiPASS, T PRELED
OFF AXD FﬂLh"f.’"‘ D THE SHIP AHZAD OF B TO THE SPOT ‘WHERE HE ENTERED THE OVERCAST
AMD T FIEW OUT OF I HEADIHG., WIEN T 3OKE THROUGH OU THE ®OTTO, I HAD APFROX-
THATELY 150 FEET 80 I TONOK THE ELCTPROCAL HEADIHG AND FIZN ZaCK TO 1HERE I THOUCHT
THE BUNCHIR SA0JID HAVE B-EM, FROM "“'»IEHE, T TOOK THE HEADTNG TO THE FILLD. A4S
TYE MAVIATOR'S ETA RAl JUT, #E BEGAN £ SEARCH MR THE FIZLD, EUT WERE UNABLE
T0 FI'D IT AND DECIDED TO CL IP A 0OVE THE OWECAST SINCE THERE WERE OTHER

¥D BARPLY ITSSED A HOUSE, THE ThRé

SHIPS IN THE AREA AND I HAD GOUE UNDER
RAIN #AS VERY HTLLY, I TOOK THS MEADI!NG TACK 70 THE SPLASHER. ¥HEN YE WIRE
OVER THE SPLASHIR, WE TOOK A HEANING OF 90 DEGREES TO SEARCH FOR THE EAST COAST.
OVER THE NORTH SBA I MADE Y LET OOWaf 70 THE TOP OF THE WATER AND SET 'Y ALTIM®
ETER AT ZERQ.- TO I'AKE 4 160 DEER 'u'f'lu, 1 ‘s FOPCED RACK INTQ THE OVERCAST,

) THE YATER AMD HEADED PACK TOWARD THE

AFTER COMPLEYT'G THE TURM, T WENT BACK T7
HAST COAST. ,

S DODATHG SYALL SHIPS AMD A TARGET ISIARD, AFTER
¥ TURNLD UP THE COAST 70 FIND A FIELD THAT WE IOV
“AS IN THAT VICINITY. CRUIST:G DOWN THE COh ST, THE HAVIGATOR SPOTTED THE FIZLD
AD 7 TRIED A 180 DEGREL CLOSE-I PROCEDURE, DUE TO THS SURFACE VTN DS, I VAS
RLN OFF AND SPENT FIFTL:i MIHUTES LOCATING THE FICLD AGAIN, T TRIED 20 VAKE
CONTACT WITH THE FTLLD Of DARKY ¥REJUENCY d'u;o 20T ¥AS UNASIZ TO TRANSITT TO
TIEN., THEY TRANSHITTED TO }T GENERAL *11 JCRYATION SUCH AS LEMaTH OF RUMYAY (L0
YARDS), CEILLNG, AND POOR VISIAILITY, I FLEW DOWM THE RUIVAY AND GSING HEADINGS
AND-TII'E, MAMAGED TO MAKE A FIRST PATTERN'. AS I WAS TURNING ON THE APPROACH,
T HAD T0O FLY AROU™D A CAPSIZED DESTROYER REING UNARIE TO FLY OVER IT AMD STAY
OUT OF THE OVERCAST. THE on ILY LIGHT -ASSISTANCE I HAD WAS AN AIDIS LAMP 4NN (REEN
FIARES, THE ALDIS LAMP ¥WAS RELY VISIILE %D THE LARES BLEW TOO FAL ACROSS
THE RUMVAY TO B8 OF ANY mLm AT THIS TI%, I ESTT ATED VISIRILITY FROM THE
COCKPIT TO 7E 500 YARDS OR LESS AND I GOULD HOT SEE THE RUN#AY IN SUFFICI:ZNT
TIME T0 LINE UP PPOFERLY, T%0 TD'LS I ifMT O AROUND AFTER LINING UP ON THE
RUNVAY TO LAND. ON }Y SIXTE TDE, I CAME INTO THE RUWWAY ON A LONG LOW AP
PROACH OVER THE OID DESTROYER OH & FEADTC OF 220 DEGREES FCR A 250 DEGREE
RUNHAY AND WAS ONLY ARLE TO HOLD MYSELF 0N A TRUE COURSE WITH THAT HEADING.

R THE MUD FLATS, I CLEARED AN 8 FOOT 0B-

FLYING AT APPROXTMATELY 20 FEET OVER THE
STRuCTION AN SET ¥Y AIRCRAFT DOWN AS NEAR T9 THE mv'D 0F THE RUNWAY AS POSSIBLE,

DUE TO THE CROSSWIND, I HAD USFD OPPOSITE THROTTLES AMD ZRAKES TO HOLD THE AIR®
CRAFT ON THE RUNAAY. AS THE RUWWAY WAS SLICK, I WAS NOT ARLE TO SLOW DOWN
SUFFICIENTLY T0 STOP IN THE LENGTH OF THE RUY d&.f 0B5TRUCTIOHS ON THE RIGHT
PLUS A TORPEDO DULP ON THs LEFT PREVANTED E FROM CRO'ND LOOPING WHILE ON THE

SECRET -

DURTVG THIS TT'E, I
FTIDING THY EAST COAST,
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KUINAY, AT THE END 07 THT PULJAY, JAS A GRASS ARFA THAY VAS S:'00TH AMD APPEARED |,
TO 1EAD INTO A PLOWED FI:LD., .!'_TH THY SP; LIJ I I{F AT THE TI’T, THERE WAS:LIITLE
DANAER OF NOSING OV B BY GQING STRAIGHT AHEAD, AFTER LZaVIIZ THi: HND OF THE RINe
VAY AND HALF ¥AY ACROSS THE GPASS AREA, I SA¥ THIS DITC4, I THEN RELEASED !V RIGHT
PREAK, USING FULL LEFT [RAKE AND PIGHT THROTTLE, AND ATTSMPTED AN DIMADIATE GROUND
LOOP. THE SHEFR PIN FAILED TO BREAK AWD I CALLED FOR TH:: TAIL WHEEL TO BE UN=-
LOGKED, YHICH TAS, AKD *Y CROUND LOOP STARTED, THE AIRCPAIT TURMED 90 DECRLES
INTO THE 31D AND SLID SIDE/AYS WITHOUT COMPLETING ANY YORY OF THE CROUNC LOOP

INTO THE DITCH, HAD I NOT TAKEN THIS ST'EP, AID GONE STRAIGHT IKTO THE DITCH,

IT IS °Y BELIEF THAY THE AIRCRAI ¥O: LD ‘LA\" AuiN DAMAGED ©ORE SEVERELY AND

AT LEAST FIVE MEIMERS OF THE CRIN KILIED, THE APPROACH TO THIS DITCH 7AS VERY

ITAT AI'D THE FAR RAVK VAS LOWER THAN THE FROUT "AHK, MAKING THE DITCH EXTREMELY
HARD TO SEE, I SPOITED THE DITCH FOM THE COCKPIT BEFORE THE NAVIGATOR AKD 50K
BARDIER. SPOTTED IT FROM THE YNCSE AND THEY WERE LOOKING STRAIGHT AHEAD, 1Y CROUND
LOOP HAD STARTED REFCRE THEY WERC 4BLE 70 T:LL !'E TO GROUMD LOOP.

DAVAGE TO TH: ATRCRAFT WAS FAIRLY EXTENSIVE. THE E"USEMCE VAS TWISTID FROM
THE RADIO ROQY TO THE VERTICAL STABILIZER. RICGHT HORIZONTAL STARILIZER WAS
CRUMPLED, RIGHT WING WAS CRUIPLED, AND #3 AND #l PROPS V[ERE BENT. THE LEFT WII'G
SHOWED SIGNS OF BEING SPRUNG AT THE FUSELAGE, NEITHER LANDIMG GEAR FAS BUCKLED
AND THE ENZINES AND SUPERCHARGHRS WERE UNTOUCHED. FURTHER DAMAGE WAS DONE TO THE
AIRCHAYT VHEN THE GEAR VAS RETRACTED #Y THE RAF ENGIMERRS IN ORDER TO JINIHIZE
THE OESTRUCTION AT THE EMD OF THE RUMUAY TOR TH IR TAKE OFF, DAMAGE VWAS DONE 70
THE MOSE SECTION AND FUSELAGE. COLFIDINTIAL AMD SECRET MATERIAL WAS GUARDED AT
&1L TTIES,

T e e R e R IR  E E

MY TECHNIQUE IN THIS ENTIRE PROCEDURL VAS WITH UTHOST PRECAUTION. IET DOINS
AND 1O# FL7ING V/ERE DONE AS PRESCRIINED. ATTEMPTS AT THD FIELD WERE YADE WITH :ULL
FLAPS, HIGH RPM, AVD AIRSPEED OF APPROXIMATELY 110 IPH TO GIVE ME AS MUCH TIME
AS POSSIRLE TO LINE UP ON THE RUNGAY, EXTRA PRECAUTION %AS TAKEN BY FAVING THE
ENGINEER LOOK OUT CF THE LOW SIDE IN ALL TURNS TO XERP MY WING FROM TOUCHING THE
GROUND. BOTH THE NAVIGATOR AMD ROITARDIZR WERE LOOKING OUT OF THE NOSE. THE
CO-PILOT WAS PAYING THE STRICTEST ATTENTION TO INSTRUBENTS AS T WAS FLYING AS
NEAR CONTACT AS WAS POSSIBLE, THIS FIELD WAS PICKED DUE TO THE FAILURE OF QUR
EQUIPMENT AND THE TOTAL LACK OF NAVIGATIONAL FACILITTES., BRIEFED FOR A FRONT
MOVING IN AND KNOVING THZ VEATHER TO BL GEITING WORSE, IT WAS 1Y JUDGEMENT TO
GET ON T3 GROUND AT THIS BASE AND NOT 0O UP AND WAIT FOR 3ETTER VEATHER,
m—:ﬂ:um; TO THE HOME BASE VOULD HAVE BEEN ILPRACTICAL. YE COULD HAVE OBTAINED

A QDM BY ¥/T BUT PERHAPS CO'LD ;,Ur HAVE FOUND THE FIELD AND THE TERRATY WAS

SUCK THAT I DID NOT ¥ANT TO GO TC THIS VICINITY,

e Jiokillie

J. D. BROOKSHIRE,
1st Lt., Pilot,

SECRET
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SYATHIEN S 28D IT. E. &, KOUTROUBA,0-836612, CO-PTLAT, COHCEPHI'G ATRCRAFT
ACCTDEMT OK 16 DECEVARR 19lk.

AFTER BAVIAN FOUKD THE RaF GASE AT NCHTI! COATSS, ¥ PILOT OIRCLED THE
FIiID FOR LANDING. VE HAD TRIED TC FEEP IN CLOSI CONTACT TO IT 7Y YLYING ES
1OV AS POSSIMLE. I THIED JATILY TO CONTACT T'r{'_' CONIROL TOWER UT WAS TRANSw

MITTTHG VERY WEAKLY. L RECEPTION WAS LOUD AND CLEAR, £7D THE CONT®OL TOWER CAVE US

THE LANDING INSTRUCTIONS &S IAIY TIMES AS Wk A’l;J'DI‘...u TO GET IN. VE ALSO
HECLIVEL THE WIND REPORT AND LEGTH OF RIMMAY. FLARES JERE SHOT FREQUENTLY
D COULD JUST E MADE OiT.

THE, PILOT AFTER THE SIATH ATTRYPT IN IANDING OUR AIRCZAFT, JUST AVOIDED
A} EIGHT FOOT O'STACLE AT TUL END OF T5E RU:WAY. OUR FLAPS {ZRi DOW: FULL AND
A SECOND 3EFORE TOUCHING THE GROLND, THE COWL FLAPS WERE CPENED TO REDUCE OUR
RUNNING SPLED. THK PILOT HAD TO USE ALVERVATE <RAKES AWD' STARUOARD ENGIIE TO
KEEP ON TFE AUNWAY, DUE TO THE 90 DEGREL wIND. AFTER G TTING 10 THe END OF
THE RUIFAY, VE Shd T}{E CRASS OVERSHOCT, AND Tkl STRALGHT TO IT, HAVING PRO-
CEEDED FUMVHDR, oE SAY THE DITCH AND I‘”"“.L.FT:,L"' STAETED QUR ROTHD L0OP VMICH
S IN VAT FOR THR ¥O:ZNTUf OF THE AIRCRAFT WAS TOO CREAT TO ALLOW & FULL
LOOP. & SCOMER ATTEVPT AT A (ROUVD LOOP WOUL) HAVE “EEN UNADVISIBLE HECAUSE
OF THE CLOSE O3STRUCTIONS TO THk SHD OF AND ALONG BOTH SIDES OF THE RUMAY.
THY PILOT ‘AS VERY ALERT AND STARTED Hu LDOP AT TH: REST OPPORTUNE MOMENT,

LaoN R

E. P, KOUTROUEA,
2nd Lt., Co-pilot.
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STATCMENT BY 2ND LT, H. (NMT) MBCHANICK, 0-553L82, HAVIZATOR, CONCZRNING AIRCRART
ACCIDENT, B-17G LL-8l21, 0} 16 UECE'BER 194k, -

QN TAKE OFF, RADIO COMPASS SUITCHED OFF AUTOMATICALLY DEADENING ALL RECEP-
TION. THILE ASSEITLING, I TRIED TO REMEDY DIFFICULTY BUT COMPASS NEEDLE DID NOT
POIMT OR SIVE ANY MOVEIWNT TC FIFLD BUNCHER. MY FINGER HAD TC BE KEPT GN CONTROL
BUTTON TO GET ANY RECEFTION AT ALL FOR POWCR WOULD GO OFF AUTOMATICALLY, THIS

CONTINUED ALL DURING FLIGHT TIME.

(ZE BOX RECEPTIOH WAS EXTEEIELY POOR DURING "“'I'I?"‘ FLIGHT PERIOD. COULD
HOT DISTINGUISH ANY SIGNALS AT ALL AFTE ‘-t 10:30 A.if,  BEFORE THIS TI'E, I WAS
ABIE TO GET THE "A" SIGNAL ONLY GIVING ME SOME IDEA OF ¥ IATITITE BUT THE
FURTHER I'?OYEI‘H YE'D FLY, THE GREATER THE T“’I'LP"F”P_JJLE. AFTER APPROXIIATELY
10:30, Y SCREEN ¥iuS ‘“'LL OF JMASS WITY ONLY 770 UNIDENTTFIABLE SICNMALS.

VHEN FORMATION PZELED OFF, T FIXRED WE WEHE IN T VICINITY OF SPLASHER
#h. I MWVE T'E PILOT A TWELYS I'LilTS ETA -‘O‘ "‘U" DIVRSION FISIT ON HEADING
GIVEY US FOR OUR DIVERSION FISLD OVER VIF FTER ETA RAN O.T, VE CIRCLED AT
VERY LO¥ ALTTTUDE BUT FAILED T) PICK UP FIET 1D, 1E MAZ®IYLY SSCAPED TR0 1ID-

AIR COLLIBIONS.,

I SUZGESTED THUM WE BT % TO SPLASHER #L AREA AVD I ¥0Y1D APPLY A L&D
FALL ON THX EAST CO&ST TO FDD A FIZID, ¥ LEFT THE TSIAED O & HEADING OF 90
DEGREES AROVL CLOUD L&YER AT 1,200 FRET. WS CO "‘TIL-’EEJ 701 TEN MINUTES, DID A
180 DEGREE TURN, DESCENDING TO WITHIN FIFTY FEET ABOVE THE WATER, AND "La?!
270 DEGREES UNTIL VE HIT LAID AGAIN, ©/E THEN FOLLOYED TH: COAST LIKE NORTH
UGNTIL iE HIT THE FIEZID I KAD CHOSIN. THE PILOT THEN PROCEEDED TO LAND THE PLANE,
ON OUR SIXTH ATTEXPT TO LINE UP THE RUMYAY, TFE PILOT 70T THE PLANE DOAN MICELY.
I FELT Tdb BRAKE PRSSSURE B.INT APPLISD BT §E COULD OYLY SPURT OF AHFAT, THE
END OF THE =LNIAY HAS BUT A Wi HUNDRED VARDS OFF, i HIT THE EMD OF THY RUMe
WAY AND IT LOOKED AS IF WE'D JUST STOP ON THE GRASS. THZ PILAT SAY THE DITCH
BEFORE TH7 REST OF THE CRZW AMD rt_"'PL [ZD FULL IZFT BRAKE AKD FULL RISHT THROTTLE,
I YELLED <OR "GROND LOOP" AND WE JUST SKIDD:D ALL THE WAY AROUND, THE NOSE
STOPPED OH TRIS 3IDE VHILE THD Tx— I SWUNG AROUND OVZR TH‘" DXITCH.

R

H. MRCHANICK,
2nd Lt., Navigator.




iU RECRET . L

FEADUAROTERS

AAF SRATION N0, 106
Office of the ileather Officer (@-E~2)
AP0 857
21 Dec, 44 1

SUBJECT: Westher Espori for 16 December 1944,

TO  : Commanding Officer, 3&4th Bomb Group, 4P0 557, U.S.A,
ATTENPION: Greup Operations Officer,
1, The following weathar reports are given for North Coates 16 Dec 44:
TLE VSBY IOW CLGWD  LOW CIOWD VLATHER.
(Gif plus 1 bv) RASE 4
1000 3 uiles 2500 £t &/10 Haze
1100 NO rﬂport (R R NN RN QIIOOI [ ERE R
1200 2500 yds 2000 £/10 Slight intermittenmt
drizzle. '
1300 2500 -- 10/10 Drizzle in past
hour,
1400 1400 600 5/10 Continuous slight
drizzle,
1500% 5-800  5C0 1%0 Light rain,
1600 800 100 ¢/10 Slight intermittent

3-600 10/10 drizzle,
#Pilot report. Surface vind SB 10-15 nph,

2, The weather in the North Coates' area and also at the other diversion
airdromes (Sandtoft and Fiskerton) were much the saue as the above,

3, Synoptic Situation: A&a occluded front extended MW te SE west of
North Coates (refer to ettached mep), It was moving eastwards, In ti'a fronmtal
zone vhich extended over Horth Coates and the Vash, there was rain, fog or
mist, and 10/10 multilayer cloud--10/10 stratocumulus base 1-500 £t tops 3-
6000; 10/10 middle base £-9000 ft top not measured but probebly 25-28000 ft.

1%&3!&.’Haum
1st Lisut AC .
Station Weather Officer,

LCLS:
6 wea maps.
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leteorological Office:
R.ALF. Station,
North Coates,
Grimsby, Lincs:
15th, December, 194l

It is hereby certified that the weather conditions reported
by this office at about 13L5 hrs, EST to~day were as follows:-

cloud:~ 5/10 fractostratus at 600 ft (estimated
10/10 nimbostratus, base uncertain but
estimated at 200 ft shortly afterwards.)

Visibilitys- (horizontally) 1L00 yds.

Svrface Wind:- South-east 15 mph,
Weather:- Continuous slight drizzle.

/s/ d. G. COLTIS, F/Lt, .
leteorological Officer.

CERTIFIED TRUE COPY

fr

W FIROIBROOK,
Lte, Air Corps,

SECRET
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From i~ 0fficer Commandirs 2.A.5. Station, Morth Coates.
To - Officer Commanding, Grafton Underwood.’
Date t= 16 December, 19UL.

pef. :- DO/FJR.

REPORT BY OFFICER COMTANDING

R.A.F. NORTH COATES

T witnessed the attempts 10 land and the final crash
of Fortress D L21 at North Coates on 16th December.

T estimate the weather &t °o)lows ;- Visibility varying
from 800 to 1500 yards ( I ar certain of the lower figure
because when driving down the runway immediately after the crash,
T was only just able to see the areck from the Yerossbar" which
is 800 yards from the end of the runway )

Cloud T estimate at about LOO feet. Slight Rain

Wind  10-mph. across the runway in use - N,
¢, The runway in use required an approach over the sea and
md flats which are quite featureless. The funnels and lead - in lights
were 1it, as was the flare path, wt they are not of sodium and
could not have been easy to see in the preveiling rain and low
visibility. '

3, The Fortress made six attempts to land before touching down,
but was clearly having the greatest difficulty in lining up on
the runway.

Li, A continuous succession of green Verey lights were being fired
in an attempt to indicate the runvay.

5, T have seen the report of my Duty Metereological officer with
which 1 do not agree. I consider tnat it paints too optimistic a
picture of the actual weather at the time of the crash. This is
possibly explained by the tpatchiness" of the weather and the
rapidity with which it had deteriorated.

/s/ Fu ds Ba
Group Captain Commanding.
R.A.F, Station, North Coates.
1h¢h Tecember, 19lbe

CERTIFIED TRUE COPY

i . v 3
AT
P L ’ :«(:Ri“ !1




“w E e S vwous. L6/ MRRIIN ) o1
H nltnuu'l" W e | : LEAVE OLANE
ATATIM SIRUL Bs. | BATE SHOKITTER LOCITRLNe (EFERT) |G

45860 27 D00 _ T gy . 10:5 o ifrmcion s Proarfon ot Frd
u TaTee ST
S.4.4.F, Sta, 108, #P0 E57 384tn14§gmggggmgnt group (i)
H SVRICT | Proserty Close—lams i g ALF Geder or Shigsing Do
nefoer Signal Corps Bendix
AMCAIT— il & AF barial o AL —Noded A ALT Barial Ba, JRIT 08 ACSESSORY—Tron, Model oad Soriel Ba.
j B-17=G  No, 44842} SCR=269=G
!l m LAST B, L R=Dapt ™ lm.n-u- Total Firies Tine
H #Hgaa; LAST OVERBANL—Dapet Bours blucs Borsts aad Bears AL Lach Proviess Grwrbasd
[
Pt Braving, Serial sad Spselficotion fls.
“ B, Provias Fallrss | Maasfasburer hepostar's Bu. of Meatifiestive
H he 0 Bendi
T Photagraghed | — Beid Saat Bader Lent la Topoirnd gad Hapoosd of inm-
Sk | [ | | e | ™| [y
umummmummlmmm YBOED
(Pon Sty Appleatle Spuses Mbwre—dld Sumsary Roputtion’ ; IE)(F’IEIJITTIE

1, Radio Compass SCk-269-G on above aircraft reported defeotive immedi-~
ately after takeoff, This has not been a recurrent trouble and the above UsR.
is submitted only to accompany thy AAF Form Ho. 14 submitted on crashed air-
craft,

2, The set went off by itself and stayed off until the navigator would
hold his control button deprassed. This restored partial control of equip-
ment but aural nulls could nct be determined on loop position and indicators
did not track in normal fashion oW compass position,

3, Probable ouuse of above was malfunction of Relay BEK=22-E (mssembly
drawing Yo, AN 91154-1) and associated wiring,

4. No definits cause for above is submitted as siroraft‘crashed at a
- remote station and has not been available for sxsmination, The above infor-

mation has been determined solely from the statements of Pilot, Co-pilot and
Navigator of the above Aireraft,

LN

For the Commnications Officar;

L] MP‘
Ceptain, Air Corps,
Rédio Maintenance Offiocar,

B e : .
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LEAYE BLANK

STATION SERUL B |BATE MBRTTED M kﬂSﬁCTORY REPORT [Ltesaim [mwmm [eus

(Ses AL ing.18-54 for dsformation ou Prager fes of this Far)

U [ 7 Station No. 106 ™™ Group Redar -
WRIICT Close—tam : ™) [
H REPORT ‘h"" Radar Equipment Cossor & Coe S
AIRGRATT = lodel & AL Bortel Ea DAL ~odel & ALE beril B
T ~ B=17-G §k2l Type gimfidicator
u %aa‘-r LAST B, L A —Bepnt als Teta| Fiyleg Tioo
H FHGINE | LAST YERRANL—~Beget Boars bloss | bepsta sud Bours At Lok Proviess Grorest
oMLY
P b Pt Broviag, Sorial sad Spseifisptior S
A GGE Mark 11 Equipment
u ;E Tiows ln S0 Sssityosland | Quasthy Karwe Bofective | . Frovioas Fallres | Massisotarer lespacter's . or Lisstieation
H Lo by “X" [ ] L] Sout Bodor St e Bopaired sad Niapoond of To buorkaal
o O ™ e i e [ i | S,

AIVE COMPLETE DETAILE, PRONABLY GARSES AMD AECONMENBATIONS BCLOY: EXPED'TE

(oo Boly Apolonble Rposss Mbove—Aveld Busensssiry Bepotitioe)

—— 1 —]
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1, GEE Mark 11 equipment on above aireraft reported inoperat-
ive soon after take-off, The above U.R. 1s submitted onlv to
aocempany the AAF form No, 14 submitted on orashed aircraft.

2+ The equipment was reported inoperative in so far as the
Navigator could obtain only two unidentified signals which
could not be used for teking a fix.

3« The equipment wes removed from the airoraft and set up on
the benoh for a thorough bench check. The only fault found wes
that the dividers were slightly off, but as the navigator had
not reported this it is concluded that it wes caused by the
landings EHowever, if the dividers had been off while the
eirergft wes in flight, the navigator still would have been
able to identify aignals. It is concluded thet the equipment
was satisfactory since signels were seen on the screen, further
proven by the faot that the R.F. Unit was found to be on freqe
uenoy on all atud positions.

Ls The equipment has sinos beeu placed in another oparational
aircraft and no trouble has been reportsd.

4B 40 (effhn

A, NOFFSINGER,

Captain, Air Corps, ' e
Group Rader Officers &

QELOD [:T

Rnurlnr*zf.“ it o T o o,
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360,33 : 1st Wrapper Ind, ‘
Hq, Bighth Adr Perce, ARO 634, o/o Postmaster, New York, MY, g li1

4r T0: Chief, Flying Safety, ALF, Winston-Sules 1, N.Co

i/ - ¢
1, Tranmitted herewith WDAAF Form No, 14 and allied papers on s
the following aircraft accldent:~ A

& 1st Lt, James D, Brookshire, B-17 mmber kk~8421,

2, Conour,
Yor the Comanding Censrals
.(," -'/ -
1
)
1 Inols

As above.
1
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