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DESCRIPTION OF ACCIDENT

(Brief narrative of accident. Inelude statement of responsibility and recommendations for sction to prevent repetition)

Captain Myrick, while flying as I-structor Pilot, took off to shoot -
transitional landinge with Lt, Daniel and Lt, Johnson. They left the
landing gear down, stayed in the traffic pattern, and entered the final
approach for & landing, The airplane had a normal gas load of 2400 gal-
lons and was fully equipped for combat operations It did not, however,
have any bomb load or a full crew complement, The engineer checked the
gear with the hand crank while on the btese leg., Although Captain Myrick
wmanted Lt. Daniels to bring the airplane in at a slightly higher rate of
speed, the caravan operator and Major Bean, who was preparing iis aircrart
for take-off, witnessed the approach and landing of Captain Kyrick's air-
craft and their statements concur in that the approach was normal and the:
landing was a good one, The airplane did not appear to hit hard, nor did
it bounce or give any indication of being landed hard, The airplane pro=
ceeded dom the rumway for a short distance, swerved into the grass, and
ground looped back on the runway as the right gear collapsed and the right

wing dragged the ground,
Responsibility for this accident is attriltuted to 1008 materiel failure,

Tf:u-e have besn several cases on this base alone in the past few months

where similar accidents have occurred when the 3/L" drag strut support cle-
vice bolt failed, It is the opinion of this board that these bolts are not
strong enough to support a B=17G aircraft under loadsd corditions, as they

have to be flomn in a combat zone,

This landing gear had been checked on the daily inspection the after=-
noon of December Lth in accordance with provisions of inspection as pre-
scribed in the Boeing Field Service News Number 33, dated 22 May 15lL,
and was found satisfactory.

Recormendation for preventive action: It is recommended that, to pre-
vent accidents of this nature in the future, all B-17G aircraft be modified
to employ the one inch drag strut suppart clevice holt,
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HEADQU ARTERS B-B-1
AAF STATION M0+ 106
Office of the Flying Control Officer

7 December, 194

SUBJECT: Alreraft Accident,
jid) s COMMANDING OFFIQER, AAF Btation No, 106, ARO 557, U.8s Army,

1, At approximatly 1100 hrs eircraft #7121 pilot Lt. Johason
called for landing instructionss Landing instructions and QFE was passed

bia by R/T. : .

2, The Pilot made a normal approach on runway 24, the alroraft
touching down in a three point manner, The alrcraft continued down the
rumwey approximatly 40 yards when the right wundercarriage collapsed,

3¢ The aircraft lkiddod down the T sy to the inter-section of
the north-south runway where it did a 180° tum commng to rest facing

the landing runway,
4, Ambulance and crash tender were dispatched,
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SATRENT: BY CAPT, KROGTH D, MYRICK, O«75§281, CONCERNING LANDING
ACCIDENT OF B-17 42-10712) on 5 ISCHMEER 194ke

1 We had clearanss to make follow through laadiage, Comtrol instrusted
us to call in on downewind leg and approash, which we did, On down-wimd log,
I bad the Engineer to check landing gear, I gave the Pilot ome third flape
and set turbos, Lte Daniel was makiang good approash and Eagineer was salling
off the air speed, When the speed dropped to 115, I tald Lte Daniel to add
& little power, Speed dropped to0 116 asd I told him to add more paver, Mot
aoticing any change in power, I looked at the throttles to be sure he was
sdding power and they were /L opea, 'hea ve hit the ruaway, I did mot aotice
any partieularly hard jobt at all, I, therefore, em sure it was a materiel
failuree Lte Daniel didatt kmow that the right landing gear buskled aM I
sould bardly detest it myself, Wth oaly left gear operating, we started
going off to left side of ruaway. Lt Deniel, R0t kmowing about the buskled
goar, started giving it power to get dack o2 the rusway, I immedistely gradbed
the throttles and gave more paver to #3 & # engines and took it off of f1 &
#2 ongines in order to get off the ruawey and into the gress, be eause we
bad & 2480 gallon gas load, We bad berely gotten off the edge of ruaway shen
® hit the morthesouth ruaway, Thex ve jerked the throttles off asd started
cutting the switohes off, Bweryome got out of the ship uninjured,
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STATRMENT: BY let LT, THQMAS C, DANTEL, 0-764248, CONCERNING LAMNDING
ACCIDENT OF B-A§ 42107121 ON 5 DECEMBRR 194k

lo 7 was meking trensitional lendings. Capt. Myrick was flying es in-
strustor pilot, Take off and approach to lasdiag rumway were mormal, The
engineer was calling off air speed, I was only using 2/3 flaps due to a slight
oross wind from the right, The airspeed was betwean 120-115 411 meariig
the end of runway whem it read 110¢ I started sasying throttles forward Wt
soulda’t feel any inerease in power, Capte Myriek told me to inereass air
speed 50 T kept putting throttles forward dut sould tell a0 differenss ia
power, After hitting runway I dida't kmow landing gear hed buskled and Lt
Johason who was standing bebind me dida't either, I started to give power
to 1 & 2 engines bessiise veum were pretiy close to left side of rummy vhem

Capte Myriek took eomtral of throttles becsuse be knew laading gear bad

buckled and was wanting to get on to the grass, We rolled some distanse bo-
fore right wing fell aad jrops bit the rusways causing us to grousd lo0ps
We had a 2480 gallon gas load and had made n0 previous landings, The sheals
bad zot beea up at any time, Capte Myrick had the Eaginser check the wheels
with the hand ersank on the base leg,

2¢ Wo were approximately 180 ft, from landing ruaway shea eirspeed read
100 m,pohs and the throttles were over half way opea, T eculd feef o ded
Jar whes hitting runway and we landed three points,

3/ P & awiil

THOUS Cs MANIEL,
lat Lt., &ir Corpae
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STATRENT) N 7/507, LESTER A, WALCOTT, 36418541, CoNCRRNTNG LANIIND
ACCIDINT OF =17 42+107121 ON 5 IRCRSER 19%ke

1o I was Bagineer ca A/C 107120 Mloted by L3y Deaiei with Qapte Myriek
riding as instrustor plot, W were going to shoot landings, Vo ¢ame i &=
fimd) approssh shich was all righte I checked the laading gear s little bee
fore the final approssh, 7The landing gear was dows aad locked., T ues stande
ing in detveen the Mlot and Cowpilot ssat calling off air speed, The adr
spped was 115 whem Capte Myrick eall for more power, Lte Daniel pushed the
throttles abeed alomly, but it did mot have axy effect o the eagines, N
that $ime the air speed had &roppd to 105 and Lt, Deniel applied more throttle
Wt it also had no effect o» the aireraft. The TedeSe then dropmd to a 100
whea we bit the rusway, 7The landing was a good lamding, We did mot hit hapd
or bounse, bus after we hit the right landing gear gave wayy vhich satsed we

to 1A off the ruaway, After whieh we grousd losped,
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LESTEN A, WALOOTT,
Vlﬂn 36410541,
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STATDMENT; BY 23d LT, DONALD . JONON, O=768569, CONCERRING LADING
ACCIDENT OF 3817 42-10712) Qf 5 DBCHBER 194ke

le I was flying as Durth man in ecekpit behind Elcts The approssh
vas flom at a normal airspesd as for es I motised, About 200 or 300 feet,
approximately, from ead of rwamay , Mlot was adding & 1ittle power to Wring
it dnto the fleld, The way it locked to me the engines werea't dalivering
axy power, The Mlot bad full throttle ut with a0 sppareat response from
the eagimes, W hit the ruawey and the right gear washed cut, wakmomn to
myself at the tim, The landing ia xy estimaticn wasa't hard eacugh to wash

out a geare The result wes a ground loop,
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DOULD 2, JOORF,
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STATEMENT BY MAJGR ARTHIR E. EEAN, JR., CONCERNING ACCIDENT OF
£ DECEUBER, 19, INVOLVING ATRCRAFT B-170 L2-107121.

Iwas sitting on the east-wesh runway facing the landing end

of f2bheol iaw the gircraft on the approach. 1 watched this aircraft

come in and make 2 norml landing, & good landing. 1t started rolling

down the runway alright tut after twenty or thirty feet down the rumway

the right side seemed & littls lowe 1 thought it was & collapsed shock

strut tut it kept getting lower and then I saw him apply the left brake e

1y continued to go down and the wheel went up and under. It looked to

pe 1ike he was trying to get it off the runway. He practically got it

off when it came arownd and right vack on again. The landing itself was

a very smooth landing.

L Lean
ARTHUR E. EEAN, JR. g
Major, Alr Corps.
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i e e e EXPEDITE

On 5th December, 1944, B-17G Aircrsft No. 42-107121 landed making
& normal landing, The right hand inboard drag strut support bolt sheared
causing the drag link to feil damaging the aircraft badly,

Checking of drag strut bolts as prescribed in Boeing Field Service
Yews #33 dated 22 kay, 1944, was included in the deily inspection on all
eircraft at this Station some time ago, 1In the last twe months sbout
8 to 10 defective bolts were discovered by the above mentioned check and
rerlaced,

Recommend & 1" bolt steel %4130 heat treated to 155 KPSI be installed
on all aircraft,

/ g -

K. “HALSEN,

iajor, air Corps,
Station 5-4 Officer,
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