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DISCRlPrION or ACCIDIIIIT

_ (13riel D&mUve 01 accldeDt. IDclU~ It&~ Q~+f~ ~ndatlODI for action to ptevtDt repetleJQD)

The Ale ftI cleared troll Bovingdonto Villacoublart ~he A/c'ipproicbecl
the PIrlJ- area weath.r became 110 tid that '- deciai(ll-RI IIIiide to land at tht
tir.t avaihblt !1eld. The airfield ChoSenwu A-46. Thi-airfield (A-46)WI.
at the tiM ot the ~c1d'llt in condi_tion to bI.~ _l3-~l_.type a1.rcratt _...relJ •.
The aiclt of the fi.ld being used, hoWever, wall not c1.l.l'11 -.rild and the por-
tion or the tield filled with bollib craters proved a hazard. \lDder tha -concl1tioDl
or loIr vil1bilit1 that prevailed at the ti. the accident ooo\U'fecl••- -The pUot, on t~ approach, could not diGtlnruilh -bet .. n th.·Part 'ot t tJ2t .-:-
t1eld "e~ to hIIIUe landing a1rcr&!t and thl'-part -that .. lIliIil. -tOr land-
1Jtso Ql rtlceiving~en flares and a:green -aldit lup .ipllroli:tbl ta.l".:he
asaUlleCi he wu awroaehing the.-proper .trip. J. normal l&n<1ing .. -:aCcoipiilbed,-
but at t4e end ot th,J,lnding rQll the right wtl lank into & tilled-1J( boib
crater Clueing _theaboYe1l8ntioiled duage. . r.

It is the opinion of th.ia board that the lUpIM'Uory Pir~OMel of A-46are
100% rellponlible for thi.! -accident in that the field •• not properl1 _kid to
indiCite the danger areu, aM green .ignale _ro apparentq the 0Ill: .ignllls
available for 11M by the control tOlllllr.

No reco.-ndatlon ••
NC7rEaThil station -.u nOtified that -it would be held ~~poU1bl,f tor

thil acoident report on 20'-HoVeJllber 1944, Out Colonel Dil.e 0, '&11th
11ft th1J station for the Z.- ot I. on thI.t date without .J.aving a
.:tate.nt. No Itatelllllnt 18 available from Fl11nc ContrOl It A-li6,
theretore th1J report 1. not complete according to prolidons ot
-ID Regulation 62-14 and 62-lh4. .- •.-
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w.~ DEPARTMENT
A. iii. F.l'orDl NO.B
(110,~ MI, II, l~ COKf1~Lu. S. ARMY AIR F()RCES

REPORT OF AIRCRAFT ACcIDENT

!CClDUT No _. _

(1) P1ace !~ 1l.-.n(lL _ _................ (%) Date .. 16..lf.m!tw'-,_l2Wl_ (I) Time _ ..U.~ ..
Aacam; (t) Typo &lid model 11.~7!L _ (f) A, jo', No.. 1d.~5.M.._ (I) 8taUOD ._.Ml...J.06 ..

Ol'll'anlutiOD! (7) .&~ )-. (8) •.38hth:~~olDb (1) 5U6~h~!'IiL __ _" :...-:_'_.:.:
.. .... .... ,~. (~&IId AIr'_ (Oroup) u~ (BqaadlcG)

PERSONNEL

(17)

huonnOu..
(ta)

NUll
(IM&_Gnl)

(11)

1IaVl.! to Un or
huonll. Pu.IC!V!I

(18) (I')

8uw.No. JUlIEl!~ftIIOD1m

(10) (U)(11) (13) (18)

.. ~ __ oa •·••••• __ _ .• _. __ ••• _ •••. _.._ ••.• ••••••.•.•••••••••

f ,; •• : '•• : e J t" ., •• :. •• f . l'

(M) •.~t.b. ~l:o O................. (%1) ~~9.MS.. (H) ~!..~.....(IS) 9.9. '(U) _.!~ ..
(LMloame) (I'InI name) (MlddIo 1nWaI) (&rlal nwnbor) (RIAII) ("-- ciMI) (_~

Alliped (II) .at.h...................... (H) 3.81.t.b..~.Q.mQ. (27) _..... (18) ., ..Mr l~ ..
(Commaod t.Dd AlrlQt01) (Or<><lp) (8q1iOClloo) (BIIIJoD)

Attached for Bylag (:It) 8.th..................... (st) JBu.th.~.o~U) ._ _........ (n) w..._.~.9§ ..
(Comma04 IIIHIr raroe) (Qroop) (8qoadtaDJ (SWloo)

0rIgin&l ratint (la' (N) Present rating (31) .~.?...(U) l!l .. :: ..t:.~~li.Dlent rat.ing (17) __ _ __ ..
(RatiD&) (DIIt) J.\ • (1W1n&) (Dolo) (DIU)

Officer returned to Z of I. No further inf'ol'lStion .wilable
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FIB8T PUoOT HoUll8;
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(38) ,Thl8 type_ ..__ _ _ ..
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('1) Tot&L_ _ _ .

(U) Ill8trument time Jut 6 lDontha __
(U) lnatTUlD6Dt time Jut 30 dayL._ ..
(44) NigM time IaIt 6 lDonUla_ _ .
(U) Night time IaIt 30 day _ ..
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(il) Was the pilot lIying OD iDltrumenta.~ the time of accident _ .._ _._ __ ._._ _ _ _
(IZ) Cleared frolD.. .. (A) To _ ... _ __ .__ .. __ (N) Kind of oIe&r&nce _._ .... _ __ _ ••• __

---_ ..._----------_ ....._

(Ill Pilot', misaiOD ._ ....... _ .... _ .. ... _ .. __ ......... _ ..... _ .. __ .. .. ._._""_'''' _
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(II) Nature of acGldent _. ...... _;.~ __
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• CONF~DEN1\AL

S'W'EUBN'l' HY loT. COL. MILTON~ CONCFIDfINO LANDING Aa::mEl OF B-l7
H ~"38,68 ON16 NOVEUmt, 1944.

1JfI cleared fro. BoviJlgdon for V1llicoubla;y J France, A.bout ten.,. .
miles southeaat ot Villacoubla;r, the 1'8athlr clo.ed in to such an

extent that our decilion 'IIU to land at the first llail&ble airfield.

We circled the tield that we had chosen (A.~) and .t&rted in !Xl a
,
I;

noral low approach. The control tower fired green flue., I took

thl .. u an indication that ft were clear to land.

The field 'IlLS pitted 1Iith f1.l.led-in bollb crate1'l, Ah ...1'1

cOming to a ItOP, the right wheel sank into one ot these lOft spot••

The control tOl!'r later inforlllBd lie that our..particular side ot

the tield ftS closed. They tired green flues because it 'IU the onl1

color the;r bad. I did not hear the. call on 6440 Iall.
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CONFIDENTIAL

•STATDiT BY cAn., ROB1m' C. CHAPIN COOC!RNING WDING ACCIDlIZll' OF &-17
#43-38588 ai NOVDiBER 16, 1944.

Ie were cleared trca Bovill(d;n to Villaeoubl1 with fairly deo811~ -"ather
ccmd1tioDB, III 1DIJtructioDl, as lIlvigator, were to approach Villll.coub.l1tr. the
Welt !liking lure not to pass ove: the c1ty area ot Paril. I made the route to
approach VUlacoubly trOll the South-weat. .la wet-D8saed oyer A.. 6 the .lItJier
bec.. e 10 bad, it .&1 decided to land there. Ie rec.lm green !lar.s aDd aad,
I DOl'llal Ipp1'Olch. ute' our 'Ib.eh had touched the gt'OImd, I realised it ....
sl1~tly rough terrain. ·1Ihenwe had almoat Itopped rolllng trom the lazIdinI,
our right 'theel lank into I tllled up banh crater, ,_

Ii · 4-w (I! .
" ROBml'C .. ~

Capt., Air .Coij.,
- Group liaY1g8tor·, ••
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CONFIDENTIAL . ~

f~ . ,...~ * .
.*STAT:a:Em'flY CAi'T. rrCHAPJ)t c?o;m CONGnUaNGLANDlNJ ACCDlf' OF B-1? 43-38588

•ONNOV.illBER16, 1944:.,~.. ~
On No;ember 16, 1944 I las in the nr;e compartment of air.craft #588, ~elonging

t~ the 384th BOOlbardmentGroup (H)~ flying to Villacoubaly, France. The wea~her .

>l~' .'clo/ed in on us forcing'ts to seek a laT!.:lingat another field known. A-46. We
, . i~;f. •

rlde several pass. a~the field ..trYing unsu'ressfully to contact them on the radio,

.i1" Finally at 1730 hours $e decided to. atferopt a landing. They gave us a green light
!f

frOOlthe tower and started firing green flares from the end of the runway. 'i{e set~~ * f. . .
down and saw iJrmedittley that the strip was pock-marked with filled in. baIlb craters •

.t

J,t was very muddyand soft. Weavoided all the craters until the ship had slowed

down near tli end of the field. ,"Ie st.ruck a crater with the right wheel, aircraft

sinking immediately until the wing-tip was almost touching the ground. Both #3 and

34 !rops dug into the ground and were bent. The right flap was damaged as ~~heplane

settled d~ No4bnewas injured. •
~;r,~

RICH-C,P.D K. CROWN,
Captain, Air Corps.
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