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~,o7 () REPORT OF AIRCRAFT ACCIDENT +54e¢
() Place .. A:{&&_D‘.mén_ @ Duse __16 Noveuber 121.4}. ( mime 3T 171.;5.1___.
Amcurr: (§) Type and model . B=l T@ 8 =38988__ (#) Station AN h@ <
Organlsation: (7) ——Eth- ,m_. ( .3 nb = -‘m_f _ﬂﬁ‘!z_ . h_B i ﬁ T
v oM. fued s | mor | PR | e |glese) Mmre | teo
: (10) (11) ' (13 (13) (14) (18) (18) (17 (18) (19)
(}’ P..|Saith, Dale 0, SP.[0-19L45 | Col o || Ac Bth [ wl ! NAL
' , GP | ¥i1ton, Theodore. Ra. | P 10-23307 | 1t Col| 000 | lo AC. | %8th | @ ) [ ® _
N...|Chapin, Robert Co . |N_[0-8B5535. | Capt...|..18 AC Bth . .
B |Cromn, Richard Ke. .. .. ~|B__|0=670023 te.| 1B —_AC fth " »
RO.| Hayes, David N. . 16113212 | T/Set. | 38 AC 8th | = .
T7_| Rosanfield, Arthur (0}l 1215199 | T/Sgt | 38 |- AC 8th ® "
X _[Ellis, Harold R P 0=761908 [ lst It | 18 AC..| . Bth . "
: ‘ =
z -
oo .. Milton _ Theodore R, ﬁﬂj ) LEL,QQA__ o ._m T AC
(Last pame) * (Tirst (Hlddhhlihl)
Al ({") : (camm_itat:murm o _3._'41231 (Bquadron) ) ‘m']"m‘ """" :,";::‘:"
Attached for fiying (::) ( Bth i O j&hth an.éé_.._,._ﬁ @) _MEm.lOﬁ ........... f )

Orlginal rating (a8 PAIGE (u)\l};/—mjél_ Present rating ( x@g& ) .Ugjm/hl Instrument rating (87) _2[31141_.__,“

P
Fzsr Piror Houms: 5 { ﬂ ]
(ot the time of thid aocident) _.—— """ T N
(38) This type...—H=17 984320 . (47) Tnstrument time last 6 months ... 223289
(39) This modeis TS0 (43) Instrument time last 30 AAYE. oo oo Lads....
(40) Last 90 daye 29150 (4) Night time last 6 months. 16135
(41) Totel : . 3290150, (%) Night time iast 30 Ayt 9R0...
AIRCRAIT DAMAGE A_,y [ (e L / /) / %5
DAMAGE (48) LIST OF DAMAGED PARTS / ,4_{% i
> )z
@8 Aireralt - #3 and | props, right wing flap, #3 andk engines
(1) Engine(®)|....|.L.| 03! 0% possibly damaged due to sudden stoppage . . .
(48) Propelier(s)_......)......] 0%l _of K

(58) Weather at the tims of accldent . Clovd hasa twn himdrad fost, Vigihility one quariar.of s mile.
.. No wind. oo ﬁ/}

(81) Was the pilot fiying on instrumenta at the time of accident .....KQ

§3) Cleared f o A=li2 France | ohrm_._m
; o ?ﬁ )]’ mg)l EATION NCEL x‘..%m,:
(&6) Pilot's mission _ummmMM_ e Q N N

= A
- b ) R
(8) Natwe of socident __Landing. accident. ? ’%/2 b
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DESCRIPTION OF ACCIDENT

0 (Brief arrative of aceident. Include mtsaﬁ 8 Mk Wn&ﬂom for sction to prevent repetition)

The A/C was clsared from Bovingdon to Villacoublay, Asthe A/C agoroached
the Paris area weather became s0 bid that a decision was mede to land at the
first available field, The airfisld chosen was A-l6, The airfield (A-L6) was
at the time of the accident in condition to handle B-17 type aircraft safely.
The side of the field being used, however, was not clsarly marked and the por=
tion of the field filled with bomb craters proved a hazard under the conditions
of low mib‘ili‘oy that prevailed at the time the accident ocourfed,

The pilot, on the approach, could not dictinguish between the-part of -the
field grepared to hamdle landing aircraft and the-part that was unsafe for land-
ifs. On roceiving green flares and a green aldis lamp signal from the tower he
assused he was approaching the proper strip, A normal landing was accomplished,
but at the end of the landing rqll the right wheel sank into a ﬁ]led-in bomb
crater causing the above-mentioned damage, : }

Tt 18 the opinion of this board that the supervisory pcrsomul of H.;é are
100% responsible for this accident in that the field was not properly marked to
indicate the danger areas, and green signals werc apparently the only signals
availabls for use by the control tower,

No recommendations,

NOTE: This station was notified that it would be held responsible for
this accident repart on 20 November 154k, but Colonel Dale 0, Smith
laft this station for the Zs of I, on that date without lsaving a
statement, No statement is available from Flying Control & A-l3,
therefore this report is not complste according to provisions of
AAF Regulation 62-1L and 62-1LA.
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REPORT OF AIRCRAFT ACCIDENT

(1) Place ... A=ub___France .. () Date. 3. November, 19U (3 Time 175
AIGRAYT: (§) Type aad model ... B=LT0 ... (B A. L. ﬂ?mhl;lﬁiﬁL ® Sil.lulaun ME_ 106
Cif R . S — | Loomh.. . ... ) bR o 24
Sl (Ommd"'a'mudmrm) ol (g‘&m Rl thﬂom (Bgasdron)
PERSONNEL
Dont Muﬁh) Baroto|  Beaut No, Rueg | PRMKR | iy [AmFoacsos! Ramres | Umor
10)| (11) (19) (13) (14) (18) (18) (1n (18) (19)
» =
EXOCOHERGRUOEOEOSOONNEY.
() .Saith Dals .0 (2. 0=19L65  (a) _ Col ). % () . AC
(Laat name) (First name) (Middie initial) (Serial number) (Rank) (Parsonnal clam) (Branst)
8th " Blth Bomb _MF 106
Amigned (38) ... O (28) 38J¢gxm)omb (27) ( oy ME B ...
B 106
Attached for flying (29) ""(c"a'th“'.'.‘a'm‘i&a" (%) .3&‘3(!&3&)....0!13(:1) — @9 ... MF 206
3 \} i = p . a’o - . i
Orginal ratog (). () o Pn:enmt‘wz (09) 2 b (M) 1225 “Tastrument rating (37) g
Far Pruor Houns: officer returned to Z of I, No further informtion available
(ad the time of this accident) *
(38) This type (42) Instrument time last 6 months
(29) This model e (43) Instrument time last 30 days.
(40) Last 90 days. (44) Night time last 8 months.._..
(41) Total - (45) Night time last 30 days
AIRCRAIT DAMAGE
DAMAGE (49) LIBT OF DAMAGED PARTS
(48) Aireraft

(47) Engine(s).....|... -
(48) Propeller(s)

(#9) Weather ai the time of sccident

(61) Was the pilot fiying on instruments at the time of accident
(82) Cleared from (§3) To (#4) Kind of clearance

(88) Pilot's mission

(58) Nature of accident

(§7). Cause of accldent e i
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CONFIDENTIAL

STATEMENT RI LT, COL, MILTON, CONCERNING LANDING Ammﬁr OF B-17
# 1336568 ON 16 NOVEMEER, 19LL.

We cleared from Bovingdon !gr Villacoublay, Fra:ico. About ten
miles southeast of Villacoublay, the weather closed in to such an
extent that our decision was to land at the first available airfield,
We circled the field that we had chosen (A=45) and started in on a
normal low approach. The control tower fired green flares, I took
these as an indication that we wers clsar to land,

Tha field was pitted with filled-in bomb craters, As*we were
coming to a stop, the right wheel sank into one of these soft spots.

The control tower later informed me that our particular side of
the fisld was closed, They fired green flares because it was the only
color they had, I did not hear them call on 6LLO kes,

* It. col., Adr Ccrpl,




CONFIDENTIAL

*
STATRMENT BY GAP?,, ROBERT C, CEAPIN CONCERNING LANDING ACCIDENT F B-17
#,3-8588 OF NOVBMBER 16, 1944,

We wers cleared from Bovingdgn to Villacoubly with fairly decen® weather
eonditions, My instructions, as tavigator, were to approach Villacoubly from the
West making sure not to pass over the city area of Paris, I made the route to
approach Villacoubly from the Southewest, As we passed over A=46 the weather
becans 80 bad, it was decided to land there, We received green flares and made
a normal approach, Aftef our wheels had touched the ground, I reslized it was
slightly rough terrain, Waen we had almost stopped rolling from the hnd:l.u
our right wheal sank into a filled up bamb cratar,

F
=
¢ " ROBERT C, cmpz,

* _ Capt,, Air Corps,
Group Navigator.
]
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"STATELENTBY CaPT, Sowen ¥, crom comemime Luone ACCIDAg OF B-17 43-38588

&
ON NOVEMBER 16, 19kk: 4
¥ % * X
On November 16, 1944 I [as in the nose compartment of aircraft #568, belonging
#

L 3
tg the 38Ath Bombardment Group (1) %ﬂymg to villacoubaly, France., The weather

cloJ'!:d :I.n on us foreing ﬁs to seek a larding a’f; another field known @ A-46. e

nhde several passﬁ at th:ﬁ.eld trying unsucfessfully to contact them on the ?a.dio.

Finally at 1730 hours tre decidedito. at¥eupt a landing, They gave us a green light

from the tower and _atasted firing green ﬂ:res from the end of the runway. ie set

down and saw imediitl:y trhat the strip was pock-marked with filled in bomb craters.
&

4t was very muddy and soft, iie avoided all the craters until the ship had slowed
down near th® end of the field, ie struck a crater with the right wheel, aircraft
sinking immediately until the wing-tip was almost touching the ground, Both #3 and

N }?rops dug into the ground and were bent. The right {lap was damaged as “he plane
%
. L]

s/ka/wdf)' s

RICH:RD K, CROWN,
Captain, Air Corps.

settled downg No¥one was injured,
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FRATIMENS; JURLY, NARLD R, KLLIS, CONCRANING LANDING
AXTIENT @ D=17 43=38588 CN 1o NOVRGER 154Ae

I rode as & passeager with (ol Milton in Bel7 4338588

We bhad eloared t0 land at 4042, Franse Wt due t0 poor
wisibdlity a desiaion was made 10 land at the nearost availasble
fields W made an gpprosth for o landing ot Aekb and on Pesciving
grooh flares and aldis signals from the tower wero eonfideat that
the field was in eondition to headle owr airezaft, The laading
- ool one with the aireraft well under comtrole ot a8

$0 a stop at the ead of our landing roll the right leading
.ummommu. It must have sunk into & bomd erater
that had been filled with loose earthe

Sald & e

XAMLD R, ELIS,
1at Ltey Alr Oorpe,

Moy

TS 13 4 CEMTIYIXD TNRE BT

St D FripiK

KDNETH D, NYNICK,
u,tll Alr m.

Assistaat Qpersticns Gffiser,
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cONFIDENTIL 77 T
STATRMNT; 5Y UAghe Arthur (MC) RASEFIRLD, CORCEANING ¢
mmmmwmw-um

B T wia Bagineer ca. B-17 4730588 piloted by Ools Smith aad Lte
™ were swpposed to land at landing strl)y Aek2 Nris,
France, Jut &uws to low visibility we were a0t ahle t0 locate that
ag % located another landing field, Askfe Do
tower gave wa a gom aldis light
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Szl B. ik

KENMETY B, MYRICX,
Captey AT m.
Asst q.nticu e2fiveny
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