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stat~ent 611 Lt. RALPH-S. Hlcr.$, A,S.N 0 0-761941, Pilot of' .. reraft, B-17G
No. 41.-804."wtueh.had a l.a.rldine; ac~1dent on '19 October, 1944;

• 0 0• •
• • t'"We camr'baek fNIR .. ICl'flSS cOUlltey flight .'tid y.ere ,r. ,,'bout 1500 ,eet

when we 8I'Pl"0a'ched' the field,and asked fQr l\nding instructions.. To1I,r'
toid me to land on 24,. and I cWled when en the down-wind leg, and Tower
said to call in on the final, A little latflr we put the wheell down and
the engineer' cheeked the tail wheel and pilot aide, and the CQ-pllot cheoked
'01') his silie. We turned on the final. approach and put hal! tlaps cblm as
we headed into the wind. Wewere doing about 140 miles per hour and were
.making a nice approach, As JOon as we got lined up with the Nlllfll I Ci.l..lJd
tor fill flaps. Weslowed dOlt'llto about 120 miles per hour. Just prlviO\1!
to this we turnedol1' the l1ghh and the engineer was calling off airlPeed,
which wu abOut 120 miles 'per hour, As the ship began to· aettle I notioed
that-r.;;~s goiitg to round it out a little fast sO pulled it back fairly
fast a.t about landing altitude. '!he airspeed ~aa about 90 at this time.
It settled' in faster than I expected, as apParently ·the wind had di.ed<law
a little. It dropped in a little harder than nol'lilal. It didn't beunc>--
it just took the weight and came up a little, I think the wheels stayed
011 th~ runway.. '!hen it seemed to settle down',and I began to tnr the first
prope I ,

····..th~t ,t~ .wing was down. I din't know whether it was the wheel or 'What,
but as it dropped on d.."'WIl I knew what it was 80 there was nothing to do
b.ut tl'1 the right brake •.. Both the cc-pi.lot and I were fighting wit~ it.
The airoraft finally came to EI halt and I cut the switoh."
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QUESTmlS & AiiS'flEBS

,- Were you swerving back am torth while on the approach?

Not that I noticed. \

Did you seem to level off high?

No, I lrouldn't say we did, sir. The first contact was
a little on the ,right wlleel - not excessive ~id not
hit hard on the right lheel.

Maj. Koehne ~ Would you 9y that the airplane dropped at all or'did it
just settler '

Lt~ Uiller

Va~. Koehne

Lt. Miller

Maj. Hutchinson

. Lt, Miller

• ••

- It seemed as if it settled dOlmnicezy. I didn't notjoe
any drop.

Did you notice any movement to one side or the other just
as yoo landed or just after 100 landed - as thrugh th8
airplane was skidding Bicieways'r

No, sir. The only motion I noticed Was atter the laMing
gear went dosn am contact of prop blades on the rumray
began,

.. -_ ..- -j
.·.·1

Was it, in your opinion, a normal1ani1ng? ',.lo',:
1',-;7

I.would say a normal landing, sir.

I!
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• t ~ • • II '.Statement by ;,.t. J~ W, LOTER,A.S.N. 0-'2044799, F!ying Control otticet'\
• regArding tha &ccident which ~ceur1'ld ono19 October, 1944', ill\'olving air-- '
cratt.B-17G No. 44-8047, "
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• ~At about 0035 hours B-17G 'lircra{'t No. 4~047 celled in for landing
instructionsl 'I1Ih\ohwe pau;d on and he aoknowledged. He appeared to be
linjd up on a normal approach. l~ediately upon contaoting the ground the
unde~carr1age collapsed and the aircraft skidded to the lett. AJ~,er the
aircraft dame to a halt I went ~own on the runway and picked up the drag- •
link 9.t ttl" position where th'3 aircrCl,ft, first touched down. The'angle ot '
approach iriSt!\llation was badly smashed up. 'lllh installation i8 situated
oll'the left hand side of the l:'LlI1Way,The aircraft skidded. to the lett and
came to rest by one of the Squadron Operations buildings,lt •

Kaj, Koehne

Lt. !Alter

MaJ, Koehne

Lt. l<lter

./

, QUESTlOOS & ANsflER$

• Did he make ,a normal

- Yes, he did, He ,came in, leveled ott, and appeared to
be lifted up. rlth,·t.herunway. "

- Could you see anT eparke flT or an:thing unuwal ?it-en
he hiti the runway? , . '

'';' No, air~

llaj. Hutchinson - Did it loak like the ship swerved or anything lIben it
'hit the urlcer?

Lt. loter

Maj. Kli ehna

Lt, !Alter

Maj. Koehne
Lt. ~t,er

Maj. Koebne

Lt, Loter

•

• !ell, it did.

- Where, on the runway, would 10U 1&7 h. first touched?,
- I would say he touched down 'at the ver.y end on the
,lett hand side. of the l'UIllfay. .

.. Did it look like he landed very hard?

. - No, sir.'" It' did ,make one snail bOunce.

- Was'the landing, in your opinion, a aPod one?

• 'The landing appeared to be ,a IIOrmal one.
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Ofri~eof the statioA Commander
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I ~ 1. FUrtber 11l1•• tigation of thIB accident" ba, been mado, ".,1 alibougJlI ~'"y:~.~~:=;~.;~~~~~;~~.ci:;!~~o:r;:a~.!~~~:;.
I a. The subject aircraft had' .pproxilrate1y one hundred (100) tly-
!.?ii ing hours when assigned to this station, The numll!r of lanuing5
:Sb accwmilatad at that time is unknown. It lIaS flown one hundredI. and eleven (lll) hours while assigned to this station and was

----;t,"i'-----------=-a::.:cc'-re=c!;T;'-ited with twenty five (25) landings,
~:ft b. The aircratt, rec.eived three complete landing gear retraction
l~ tests lihue at thiB station, It was first checr.ad on the accept-
nf<,,(t anee check, a(,rai'l on the one h\1l1drAdand fifty (150) hour inapec-
I.l!i' Han; and again on the two, hundred (200) ho1Jl' inspection. The

, @; . feeler guage check as preacriqed in Boeing Field Service Hews
" ,,~ dated 22 }fAY 1944J was employed as' ~ part ot these ,landing gear

, ~ retraction tests. The gear was sat18!actory on all tests,
~~
~

I
','~

1
~
~

!
~..',)I

..... :':.'"
>

!PO 557,
18 November, 1944.

"~~: ,Of, ......... , .... , • ...,.

. .
SUBJEcr t Aircraft i!.cc1d8nt, B-11G 44-8047, 19 October 19411.

TO " CommandingGeneral, lst Bolllbardment D1vi.eion, A?J 557.
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1111cellMlIlTAlU, I'IIIAN CAlIa All .co_..noa 111.11:
1IIt .................. .....,~ EXPEDITE

,
::, 1. Recently on th..ifJ Station. we had three landing gear !allures on
A1t'cra!t 142-102518. 4:3-37711 and 44-5q47.

2, It has been deru.tely established that Aircraft. 143-37717 aIX'
42-1C'2518made hard;, o~ wheel landings when tha crash OCCUl'6d, Due to the

_tact '.hat A1rcIclt 144-8047 landed during the hoUl'S of darkness. no one can .
. ~n .."1il~ly sta,~e what- type of landing was made.

3. On all thre,e lbove mentioned Aircraft, the inboard drag strut
sUPPQrt bolts had sheared first and the stresses thus created caased the
..f.1l.~. 9f the drag.l.i.nka and outboard drag strut support bo1t8'i

. \
4. Aircraft 42-102518 and 44-8041 had )/4- drag strut support bolts

installed and Aircraft #43-37717 had 1- bolts,

5. Checkingor drag strut BUPVOrtbolts as prescribed in Boling
Field Service News dated 22 lIay, 1944, has been ~ part 0: the da1l7 iII-

o 'spection tor all B-17 Aircraft. on th1a Stat.ion ' '

A TRUE COP!:

/s/ Hicolai Hansen
It/ HICOLAl HAHS!H,

Captain, Air Corps;'
Stat Bnglr and Jfater1al
orticer.
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