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DBCRIP'!';ON OF ACCIDENT

= 2
(Brief narrative of accident. Include statement of responsibility and recommendations for action to prevent repetition)

The #L and #5 positions in. the High Squadron were being flown in the
High Group by Lt. DONALD W. HAGBY in LL-61L7 and Lt, EARL O, ANDERSON, JR.,
in L2-1021,2, respectively. The High Group was forced intc heavy 1nttrunnt.
and icing conditions, The above mentioned aircraft flew together into the
clouds, It is believed that Lt, ANDERSON's aircraft flew across the top of
Lt. BAGHY's aircraft, and that the propellors of It. ANDERSON's aircrefi cut
the nose off of the lower aircraft and that Lt. BACHY!s propellors cut the
t2il of[ of Lt. ANDEXSON's ‘-i.rphn..

It is 'mknown as to how many crew members und oarlchutca othor thm
those who parachuted safely,

Responsibility rests with the formation leaders, and mpoution may be
avoided by greatsr care being taken YLy formation leaders to aveid cumlu:
cloud formations, o
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WAR DEPARTMENT
U. S. ARMY AIR FORCES
REPORT OF AIRCRAFT ACCIDENT
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DESCRIPTION OF ACCIDENT

(Brief narrative of accident. Tuclude statement of responsibility and recommendations for action to prevent repetition)

>

The i and #5 poeitione in the High Squadron were being flown in the High
Group ty Lte DONALD W. BAGBY in LL=6147 and Lt. EARL O. ANDERSQN, JR., in L2-102Ll2,
respectively, The HisL Group vae fcrced into heavy instrument and icing conditionss
The Above mentioned aircraft flew together intc the clouds, It is believed that Lt.
ANDERSON's aircraft flew across the top of Lt, BAGBY's aircraft, and that the propel-
lors of Lt. ANDERSON's aircraft cut the nose off of the lower aircraft and thet Lt
HAGEY's propellors cut the tail off of Lt, ANDERSON's airplane,

It is unknown as to how many crew members used parachutes other than ihou
who parachuted safely,

Responsibility rests with the formation leaders, and repetition -,y be cv'omod
by greater care being taken by formetion leaders to avoid cumulus cloud .formationse
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CONTIDFNTIAL

12 July, 19'JLQ

PILOT'S STATEMENT

We were flying in the No. I position, High Squadron, and when the
formation reached 10,000 feet we were going through many clouds, losing
sight of the formation frequently., While in the overcast I hit prop=
wash and was fighting it when another ship from our left hit us under-
neath near the front, Immediately our ship began breaking up, but it
remiined level long enough for me to ring the alarm bell and call over
the interphone, ife then startec spinning to the right, and I noticed
@ hole in the upper right corner of the cockpit. The next thing I knew I
was outside the ship, which was in many pieces v then, so I pulled the

rip-cord and made 1 szfe La_ndin;:.
DONALL %, RACEHY,

Bst Lt, Air Corps,
Pilot,
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| oNFIDENTIAL

360433 1st Virapper Inde 4 < ' B-R-2
Hqe Bighth Air Force, APO 634, c/o Postmaster, New York, N.Y.
-

-
W fro: Chief, Flying Safety, AAF, Winston-Selem 1, N.C,

1. Transmitted herewith are WDAAF Forms No. 1, and allied papers én
the following aircraft accidents:

a. 2nd Lt. Barl O. Anderson, Jr. B-17G number 42-102,42,
b. 1lst Lt. Donald V. Basby, B=17C number 44=6147.
¢. F/0. Richard F. Clounch, losquito NS 558.

de 2nd Lt. Peter P, VWishnewsky, B-17G number 43=37534.

2. Concur.

X For the Commanding General:

I, Incls: 7
As above, v
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