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(Ilriel narraUve ol accident. Include tW.emeut ol mpolllibillty ",d reoommendalinlll fOl action 1.0 prevent repetition)

It is the opinion ot Chis board the acctdent was; one hWldred (10'0)
,percent mechanioal tailure.

_.__.._.._,~p"p!!,en~!lL.!~.elanding gear "Retraoting and extending Bhatt" broke
when gear was retracted after take-ott.

Lett landlng gear 'could not be extended regardless ot taotios used
by OoPilot and EDglneer. ----------i---

Lleutenant Helmley made a OM. (1) wheel lanUng on home alr~ome as
ordered by the'Deputy Group Commander.
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4. Upol. r.Mh.a6 Grafton UJd.rwood, I called the 'l'o .. r .. d uke4 tor
iastructio... ~ illtructiolS were to otu4' \)' tor orchr from,Lt (1:)131ck.
Whea Lt (1:)1an. reaohtd the 'l'o .. r, h, IIlked ~ gas lead. a4 e.t tb.tt ti.. ,
2200 hOurll, r.J gil load 1U 2]00 gellout He "., ... the tollo"iag iutruct-
inu 04 told lie ~ ooatact the 'l'o.. r )y (M) oa th. hour ~d the halt ~ur
&il-.iiilt-'ud-"r'iioUl~ -r,'ce1,,- turther instl\lotioae!roe tb To""r. ,Be_~~
told !lie to lo".r r.J RR4to 180004 f1I uaUold pl"lll81.lre to ~ aohe. ad to
oirol. the ti.ld perimeter lights .t OIlaiti~'lld.'ot 1500 teet. HIYU8 tollowed
all ot hie iJastruotioa., -I th .. lIO_itor.d the radio \itil 2330 hour. u4 ga"
the '1'0 .. 1' a call wt rlolinc! ao turther i••truetioll. J'ro. th .. 0_ I callid
ia \'t the .,Peoiti" till. ud r.c.il'e4 JW 1.. tructio .. uatU 0200 bo!U'l 1m._ the
Tower told 1M to "pta '11.'/ .parl _g18 teaks. I di4 .. ordere4 u4 ooatiauet'l dr- '

,olill8o n.. I 'called the '1'ower at 0300 ~ur. Ny 8all gaug. w8i iJOpenUT. 10
I eatiutf4 lIlYgal ooasuJIIlIt10J1ud IIIOUIt lett uatil rrrOO !lour., it thi. tiM
Lt (x)l Buek called. ud gu. ill. the tollowilg bstructiou, '1'0 ht" 1I3!•.,.
ig.tor ud ~dio Operator 11 the l"I410 1'0011 ud i. d'1tthiq JOlitiol ad for
the Oo.Pil~~ ud ,MY.elf to tight.. l!IU'et;y'),lte. Opal ooapletiol ot th1l, h.
told !Ie to lower ~ right wh .. l, make • JloI"lllll 'Pproa~ ,to the tleU with tull
flape I\Id to 2nd-with fI1 right wheel o. the ruaway aid 'If3 l.tt wiJg oftr the
gr ••• , ud dSl) 811 !OOI U I bit the ~Ulld to cut i~itiol edtohe. &IIi tull.
Rut-oft 'fBIYe,.
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5. fitteI' rec.iTilg theae orderl, I !Mdt on. o1role trOUld ~M tield

eld _ 1a 01 tiRll appro•• \ut u I ttl a~ut to 11.14, the Towersan
iutru~t'10" to go I1"OUlcl-II-·1 la, 1ud~ ~ tar do. the 1'\&1-11.'-} 'u.84 ,
a IOl'IIIl 19o e.roua41 proce4urt uti 0.. 11 01 fi.al ap!lroao~ tot fI1 fual
lUdiJIg. .u 1100... 1 toucbe4 the ~a the ipitiol awitoll •• wer. cut .ael
order., tollowed 85 gh'. '" Lt Col Itt.. .

\

6. Laldag ti'De waa 0735 ~, 25 April 1944. ltl pertoutl a.,u4
the ship •• 5 ajurtd.
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1. On or a~~ ~ hour" 20\ !lril, 1944, a1roratt 14M
WU \lDaltl' to 10.. r 11ft wb,el. He wu dd.", to' o1rol. 4ro.
unt,l1 t.'be .• ~ ot~, !lrll.

2. Stl11 ba1nc unable to lover hi. lett vb ..l, b. mad.
a 1IMO •• .rw .rub liMUII OIl aa.., ,0 at 0740 hoW't,' ~ !pril.
1944. .
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