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__ .. DESCRIFTION OF ACCIDENT s

(Brief narrative of accident. Include statement of responuibility aud recommendations for action to prevent repetition)

It is tho opinion of &his boerd the accident was one hundred (100)
percent mecheniocal failure,

_.Apparently, the landing gaer "Retraotins and emnd!ns shaft" broke

when gear was retracted after take-off, , i
Left landing gear ‘could not be extended regerdless of tactics used
ineer.
Lieutenant Helmley made & one.(l) wheel lunding on hono airdrome as
ordered by the Deputy Group Commanders l
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e T S ENGLAXD

_*—*mr—ﬁtpoﬂ--aHeeﬂat-of—unuttMﬂ_& April 1944,
™ 1 Comanding 0fficer, ALF Station 106, Erglesd,

1. 1 took off at 2045 om: 2} April 194 for the purpose of"flyiag to
Boxted to drimg Lt C G Smith snd Crew bask to this base,

: 2, Whea T approsched the field I received imstructioms from: the Boxted
Tower to eater the traffic mttera and land, As I started to esater the patter,
I mut my landing gear switch im the down pesition, Wt omly my right vheel oame
down, T called the Tower and asked permissios to keep circlimg im their pattera,
: My Co-Pilot them took the landimg gear cramk and attempted to eramk the left
e wheel down-but-was unsuccessful, We thea checked all fuses amd tried to lower -’\

the gear again eleetrically, but still oaly the right wheel would eome dovz: -
After it was domn, I tried to shake the left wheel domm Wy rocking the eirplame
from side to side amd up emd dowma, After] had dome this, I colled the Boxted
Tower amd told them I was returaing to my home base at Graftom Underwood apd

that I would bs umable to lead et the Boxted Field,

3. My Nevigator gave me a- courde to my home base and meamwhile the Co-Pliot
and Radio Operator wers working in the bomb boy tryimg to lower the wheel but
had no success,

- Ls Upon reaching Grafton Underwood, I called the Tower amd asked for
imstructions. My imstructioms were to stemd by for ordsr from Lt Col Buek,
Yhea Lt Col Buak reached the Tower, he ssked my gas load, aad at that time,
2200 hours, my gas load was 2300 galloma, He gave we the following imstruct-
ions and told me té comtact the Tower by (R/T) om ths hour azd the half hour
all night and I wuld receive further imstructions from the Towsr, He thea
told me to lower my RPN to 1300 aad my mamifold pressure to 26 imches aad to
eirale the field perimeter lights et am altitude of 1500 feet. Havimg followed
all of his imstructioms, I thes momitored the radio umtil 2330 hours asd gave
the Tower a call Wut received mo further imstrustioss., Irom them om I called
in %t the specified time amd received mo imstructioms until 0200 hours whem the
Tower told me to opem iy spare gas temks, I did as ordered amd contimued eire -
oling, Whem I called the Tower at 0300 hours my gas gauge was imoperstive se
1 estimated my gas ocomsumption and smount left umtil 0700 hours, At this time
Lt Col Buek called me and gave me the following imstructions; To have my Nave
: igetor and Redio Qperator im the redio room aad i ditebing positiom amd for
£ the Co-Pilot and myself to tightem safety belts, Upon ecapletiom of this, he
¢ told me to lower my right wheel, make e normel spproach to the field with full
if flaps and to land with my right wheel om the rumway asd =y left wing over the
©  gress, and also as soom a8 I hit the grousd to cut igmitiom switches amd fusl
B shut-off valves. '
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- 5¢ ZAftar receiving these orders, I made one cirole around the field {
end came in on final approsch but as I wes ebout to laad, the Tower gave ;
instructions to go around-es-I yas landing too far dow the rusvay, 1 used
a aormal "go erousd® procedure i came in on finel approach for my final
lemding, As soom as I touched the grousd the igaitiom switches were cut and
orders followed as givem by Lt Col Baek, H

" 6. Landing time u.s 0735 hagrs, 25 April 1944, o personnel avoard
the ship was imjured,

&

LOYD E HELMLEY
1st Lt, Air Corps
Pilot
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HEADQUARTERS R=A-2 !
AAP RTATION NO 106 [
Offios of the Flying Gontrol Offiocer '

25 April, 1944,

SUBJECT: Orash Landing of B-17 #1484,
e —=-101—~———00-MANDING gnm,fwfmm,n Wou XOGN .
1. On or about 2050 hours, 24 April, 1944, aireraft 1434

_ vas unadle to lover left wheel. ke was advised to-eirele droze
., unbil the morning of 25, April. - =

< 2. Still being unable to lover his left vheel, he aade
‘gﬁ”"m erash landing on Ramvay 30 at 0700 hours, 25 April,
1944, )
bk
«R« BURKHOLDER,
- lot Lt., Alr Oorps,
o | ' --Plying-Control Officer.
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