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DESCRIPTION OF ACCIDENT 'Y
» L] :

(Brief narrative of accident. Include statement of responsibility and recommendations for setion to prevent repetition) .

The aircraft was taiing eff,en an operqtional miseion W th three theusand
four hundred (3,400) pounds of bombs and two theusand four hundred (2,L00) -
gallons of gaselins, €he ruwmey was slick 1ith ice ard smowand there wes a
slight cross wind, from the lsft, ¥ind velecity was about sixtesn (15) miles
per hau? The runway had been cleared of as much snew as was pessible prier to
take off,

.
» ]

Ldeutonant Whitesides had mader & complete check on the aircraft and engine
eperation prier te take off, end everything was normal. [e advanced thé ihrottles
- to 31" MP before relsasing the brakes when in take off pesition, then advanced
" %he throttles to full en position, Because of the <rcss wind he had te retamd’
number three (3) engine and nunber feur (L) engine +hrottles to aid.in staying en
the runway, About halfway down the runway he ran off the lsft side:of the numay
" and became airborne about three feurths (3/L) of the way down the runwaye

By the time the aircraft was airberns it was hcaded directly: for & grove ef
trees and the co-pilot lewsred one third (1/3) flaps to enable the aircraft te
clear the trees, The number one .(1) engine went out just after the.airtraft .
became airborne, (Investigation found the number one (1)
completely off the accesgery gection)., The engineer reported that RPM's had
started to drop on the mumber-two (2) engine alse,"but investigation fourd ne
indication of any mlfunctien of The Mumber two (2) engine.

The engineer attempted te turn the turbe control past the stop fer. .
emergency pewer but he did not succeed befers the aircraft settled t6°the ground, .~
ﬁ-ge attespt was nads te feather number one (1) engine, |

-

The aircraft crash landed about onc (1) mile northwest of the take off rummy, -
1
' Lisutenant Colenel Thacker, who was in the centrol tower during taka off heard '
a back fire Just as this aircraft wes airberney It is belisved that a rapid

throttls change must have been made to cause the btack fire, but the crew denied that
any such change had been made, :

: It is the epinicn ef this board that the pilot is one hundred (100) percent
responsivle for the accident in thau he used poor technique in handling hi: aircraft
-on the take off, Had he kept his aircraft en the rwmmy during pake off it would
not have been necessary te use flape, and it would have been pessitle to sustain

flight en thres engines even with eme (1) prepeller windmilling, hed the flaps not
been lowered, ; -

N HANSEN, LW IR, R 0. HEAK H. H. STR
Ko Jor, 44 1st It, ACs Capt, AC, Major, m(.m'
Oreup S- 7oC Officer, Wea Officer, Flight Surgeon,

The above listed ex-officios attended the Beard Qeting. -

n Januawer 1 Q’J:_



e

L )

‘e

" geened to be in the most p

¢ ¥ " -
FIVE HUNDRZD FORTY SEVENTH BOMDLRIMIT SQUADRON (H)
o ks AIR PORCES
Offics of the Operations Officer

13 January 1945
SUTJECTs  Accident report on Alreraft 4297263

10 t Group Operations Officer.

1, e started engines on time and let them warm up ebout 8 mimtes, I
then ran them up to 1500, checked mags and prop pitch and generators. After
engine ol temperature was 60 degrees we ran up the engines in hardstand, Mo 1
Gensrator wae turned on at 1500 RPM., Ran engines up without boost. Applied
necessary bost for L6 inches - 2500 RPY. Bach engine up 0.K, with boost
setting approximetely 8. We weited in hardstend followed out proper ship,
engines idling at approximately 1200, Ve followed ship into take-off position,
applied 8 on turbo, locked tail wheel and turned on generators at 1500 RPM
- Ran engines up to about 31 inches holding brakes until signal wes givea for

‘take=off; ~Power was appliel-evenly until throttles were full open, -As -we-got

started down runway #3 and #i throttles were elightly pulled back to correct
for cross wind, ihen airspeed was 115 I applied full throttle dn #3 and #4
and pulled ship off ground, Gear was pulled up and then engineer said #1's

4:: fire. I didn't feathen st first becauss of low gltitude, The engineer
then said & out, 8 ehip mus ine I tried to pull it up

but seeing we were going to hit I closed #f1 fuel shutwoff switch, I held the
ship off the ground as long as possible before we hit., I then closed re-=
maining fuel shut-off switches, battery and mabter switch, and tried to get
out side window, I was unable to get it open and seeing co-pilot and engineer
gone decided escape hatch muist be open. I got out through the escape hatch.
I found navigator and toggelier lying in front of the plane, The navigator

y We oovered then both up with our Jackets
and gave both morphine, Q d Tire pletol>but was unable to do
80, We waited about 30 mimtu before ambulance found us. They took
Navigator and Toggelier to the hospital wdth engineer who had cuts on his

face. The rest of the crew followed later in another smbulance.
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‘lined up I trailed the cowl flaps, turned on booster pumps and locked the tail

P . s
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STATEMENT BY 2D LT, JOHN P. MOXLEY, CO-PILOT, 0-831767, CONCERNING AIRCRAPT

ACCIDENT ON 10 JANUARY 1 N

After starting our engines and giving thea asple time to warm up, we began
our usual check of engines, The props, mags, and turbos checked normally, We
had to wait approximately ten minutes before taxiing, We followed several
aireraft out to line-up for take-off, I rechecked the engines instrumsnts before
we lined up, they were all normal and seemed to be ruaning very good, As we

wheel, The pilot eased on full throttle and manifold pressure came up to k6" Hg
on all four engines with 2,500 R™'s, I don't remeaber exact reading of other ine
struments but I checked thea all thoroughly as we started our take-off and kmow
they were all normal and OK, We had sozse trouble keeping on rwaway and the
pilot had to pull nusber 3 & 4 off some to keep on the runway, As we got near
the end of runway he gave full power again and we took off in & crab, I put

f t end of
the pilots' signal, scon after we were off the ground,
engineer No, 1 was on fire, I ldoked out and saw fire coming out No, 1 engine,
We started back down and hit before I could do anything and I don't reaeaber
any instrument readings from time No, 1 caught fire until we hit, I couldn't
got my window upen and followed the engineer out escape hatch in tunnel, I

RESTRICTED *




FIVE HUNDRED FORTY SEVENTH BCUBARDMENT SQUADRON (H)
ARMY ATR FORCES
0ffice of the Operaticns Officer

13 Jamary 1945.

SUBJECT: Aceldent report on Alreraft 42-97263.

0 + Oroup Oparations.

1. As & Radio Operator I didn't see smuch of what happensd. All
I knew was that the wheels were off the rumway, Next thing I saw wmas
No.l engine on fire, I didn't call up because I knew that they had

geen No.1 on fire, I thought we had made it, Next thing I knew we were

on the ground.

~ Oply Mr Corps,
Radio Operator.
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FIVE HUNDRED PORTY SEVENTH BCMEARDUENT SQUADRON (K)
ARMY AIR PORCES
0ffice of the Oparations Officer

' 13 January 1945

SUBJECT: Accident report on Adreraft L2-9753
T & Group Operations Officer.

1. I wae riding just behind the ball turret at takewoff time. Vhen we
were about helf way down the rumway I noticed f1 engine was on fire, I felt
that ve were going to crash eo I braced myself for the fall as soon as we
¢ame to & stop I wes first out of the ship, I ran around to the front of
the ship and the engineer was coming out of the ship., e helped the toggelier
away from the ship and waited' for the ambulance.

Mﬁéﬁ%

3/sgt, AC P
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FIVS HUNDRED FCRTY SEVEMTH BOMBARTWENT SCUADROY (H)
= ARMY AIR FCES
Office of the Oparations Officer

13 January 1945.
SUBJECT: Accident report on Alroraft 42-97263.

™ 1 Group Operations.

1, Sgt. Dupas, E.G., ASN 33497039, flying as Tail Guoner on 2
combat mission was in the radio room of the 3-17 for take-off.

The weather was sdverse and the runwy very slippery in my
opinion. The plane was taking off when I moticed that is was acting
queer and then before I knew what happened we hit the earth and alid
along the ground. My observation was limited eince I was in the radio
room, but in my opinion the pilot and co-pilot did a remarkable job of
flying and displayed coolness in crash-landing the eirplane,

5¢t, Air Corps,
Tail Gunner,
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FIVE KUNDRED FORTY SEVENTH BQUBARDMENT SQUADRON (H)
$ ARMY AIR FORCES .
stice of the Operations Officer

13 January 1945, o

SUDJECT: Accldent report on Areraft 12-97263.

T0 t Group Operations.

1. I wms sitting in the radio room on take-off. I felt the plane
1ift and then the Engineta seened to slow dow. The next thing I knew
the plane was on the ground end the dirt and snow were flying around in
the room. It seemed like all the equipment was flying around aleo.

| R
L. F. 4

' Sgt, Alr Corps,
¥aist Gumner.
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STATRMENT BY SCT, PRANCIS SAYERS, 33833435, CONCERNING AIRCRAFT ACCIDENT ON
10 JANUARY 1943,

On the engine runup all instrusents rere functioning normally, At the

start of the take-off thers were still no indications of impsnding trouble in any

of the four engines, I started calling the airspeed at fifty, I continued
calling till it bad reached one hundred and twenty five, I heard nothing
during the run to arcuse my suspicions, I did, however, notice th:t we stayed

on the ground longer than we would normally, I would say the airspeed was between

one hundred and fifteen to one hundrid and twenty before we left the rumway,
The airspeed had reached one hundred and twenty five when I glanced at the
RPM guage and saw nuaber one RPW was dropping, I ldoked out mf at the engine
and sav it was on fire, The flames had not as yet appeared very prominent
out the cowl flaps but the red glow was still very visible, I shouted to
the pilot and co-pilot that number one was burning, I looked again at the
instrusents and noticed number two RPM was dropping, How far it dropped I

do not know, I then tried to tum the manifold pressure guage to ten,

While I was attespting to 1ift the latch, I yelled to the pilot to pull puaber
one fusl shut-off toggle ewitch, I saw him reach the toggle ewitch and the
next thing I knew we had crashed, What position the throttles were in when

Lo /‘7»«_:.:

FRANCIS SATERS, 33833435,
Sgt., Bngineer,
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MEADQUARTERS R=B-1
AAF 8TATION M0, 106
Office of the Flylng Control Officer
14 January, 1945
SUBJECT: Alrcraft .Acoident, _
™ 1 QOMMANDING OFFICER, AAF 8tation lio; 108, ARO 557, UeSe Armys
L At appmzimately hours Jenuary 10, 1945 aircraft #7263,
“Tptlot Lt Whiteside was & g off. Thie wae during the operational take
R""\-t) ;

L e e

e v

v

. 2, Apparently the pilot got off the left sids of the runway, The
pilot maneged to get the sircraft into the alr, but started descending
rapidly, The pilot crash landed the aircr;ft. s,ppmximatoly One (1) nd.la
north east of the airdroms, . L e Fra

3, Orash tender and ambulance was dispatched,

X7 Litn
T Vo LOTER,

lst Ltn; A O
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CONPIDERNTIAL

MEADQUARTERE
AP STATION WO, 106 g
Office of tha Neather Ufiser : (7-8-2)
AN
14 Jan, 45

SUAEOT: Weather on the Norming ef 10 Jamaxy 1547,

“ ] '_‘1' mg m“ “ .ﬂw, AFO 5”| 'u'-‘-
ATTRNTION: @rowp Oparstions Offiser,

1. The falloving weather ebservations are taksa from the weather station
records of MF Statien I, 1061

we (W7) ILNCLO® VBN m g
R 10/10 stratosmmilus 500 7ds ¥ 10w 2941
“Dase 1000 4. (ost.)
o000, T 9/10 stratocumiluw 3500 yds -uiﬁ 29.48
. ;; 1200 £%. (est.)
0800 Sha/stratosumilns 3500 yis W1lwph 2949
- bage 1200 £%. (est.)

082 Srase of sistocumlus 0 7ls  MIlmh 24

base 1200 £t, (est.)

0800 8A0 stratosomilis 00 yds - BN 16wk 2.5

- base 4500.7¢, (est.)

1000 No lov eloud, ¥oys NN ma 2.5
%s{m,
hnop AL,

- Growp Neather Offiser,
RGSTRICTED -
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NAME OF PILOT TYPE OF PLANE | ACCIDENT NUMBER
Wh.'ifs ides Qjobd 5 LT LS /- p- S5/7
CHARGED TO : ouT | IN | CHARGED TO: OUT | IN | CHARGED TO: ouT | IN
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