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DESCIIIPTIOIl OF ACClDDfT ••

(liM D&l'TaUveclaccident. Include ltat.ment 01 rHpOllIibility aod nICOlDmendatiou. for actJOD to prevent repetition) ,

. .
The a1reratt wu talWlc ttt ,tn an oper~tional IlIise;,on .. th three thtusand

leur hundred' () 14~) peWllis fII bt8lb8. am tllO theU8an&!. four hundred (2,400) ..
eallon.s ot gll,line, the r~1 war slick l...ith ice am e'!\O!(and there was l
sUght eroS! wind. trOll' the lett. Wind vd'city .s about sut.en (16) miles
per hour. The runway hI4 been clo~ of as much snO'lfas was possible priGr to
Uk8 or!.

•

/

Lhutel1illt Whitesides rAd llliie' a cOIlplete check on the aircraft and en,ine
tperation pr1.r tt take Qtf, anti everything was normal. He ativanced. th6 throttles
to 31' UPberafl3 reltasini the .brakes when in take of! position, then dvaneed. .
the throttles to full tin position. Because of the -erOS8 wind he h&Q t. ratf.N·
mUllber'thrt. (3) enginCl and numler tour (4) el1(fue -throttle:. to aid. in stqine on'
the runway. About hal!1ray down tqe nu1way he .ran 6t! the left side· of the I'Wl1IIl1
and became airborne about three -fturthl 0/4) o! the way down the runway. ,

By the tillle the aircraft wu airl:orne it ~was headed. directl1' for I ,:oJe .t
trees and the eo..,ilot lenred ene thLnl (1/)) faps-to enable the .1rcr&ti t•

. clear the trees ... The number one. (1) engine went out j'L1St alter the- aircraft '.
became airbQrne. (InVl.tigation i'GUM the number one (1) .£!ttMMter m blan
c051letely off the,acceslla a,ctiO!l1~,Th.~~:1l~eer reported that RPM" had
stirted to drop on the numbir~ln engine a~~~~~)\ltinvestigation fO\\r.d n.
indication of any malfunction ot the number tic (2) engine.

y•.', Li.utenant Col.nel Tbick~, _he was in the CGntrol tower d.uring. taQ oft heard
a back ·tire just as this airert!t 'llil a.irberne~ It i8 belltved. that i. "rapid I
throttle chanee IIlUBt have been a\de' te CiUBe the back fire, but the crew denied. that
aey such change had been made.

: It is the tpinion et thil boari that the pilot is one hundr~ (100) percent
'. responsible [(lr the accident in thM.i; h. UBeQ. poor technique in haMljng hiz aircratt
·en the take of!. HId he kept his aircraft .~ tbe rtlrl1l&lturing ,take off it woUli.
not have been necessaq to use flaps, and it would have been pesBible to sustain
flight ~n thNe engine6 even with flle {l} propellezo r.1ndmilling, had the flaps not
been lenred..

N HANSEN,
Kajor, AC.
Group S..q

J. W. LOrm,
1st Lt, AI;.
F.C Officer.

H. G. HOOK,
Capt, AC.
WeaOfficer.

"H. H. mow,
Jlaj or, M:,.
FUiht Surgeon •
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FIVE Ht1Nll1l2D ror.'i'Y ~Il'H P,O}illiJUl.!EHl'8QJ/IDRON (R)
'.' - AR1lY AIR roRCEB ', Office of the Operations O.i'!icer

lJ JlIIluarl 1945, .
SlJ:~E' Aceident rep:>rt on Aircraft 42"97263

TO I Group Operatit)ns 0fficer.

1. lYestarted et1iines on tirile' and let them warmup about 8 m1mtei. I
then ran them up to 1500, checked mags and prop pitch a.'ld 8!nere.tore. ~er
onpno oU tllllperature 1188 60 degrees we ran up the en&inee in hardstand. No 1
Generator lias turned on at 1500 RPJ.!., Ban engines up 1dthout boost. Applied
, neoellary bost for ~ inches - 2500 Rl'lii. Each engine up o.r, "ith boo.t
sett~ approximc.telt.a. We 'rIa~ted in hardstand tollowed out proper ship,
enp-nee idl1n, at approximately 1200. We follo"ed ship into take-of! position,
applied $ on turbo, locked taill'ileel ar\d,turned on ,enentors at 1500 RPU.

. nan engines upto abwt 31 !nebee holding brakes until 'signal We.I sivu tor'
-, .. ,tak~tt.' '-'Power '"«u- nppl:iel~enl.r"unt;-l' tbrot tles-w.l'e-Ml-open...- As -~-got---

started down runway, tJ and 14 t~t tle.: were ellghtl1 }:Qlled b~~ ~o correct
tor cross 1Iind. Whenairspeed 'lias ll5 I applied i'ull throttle on 13 and 14

~and Jl1]led ship of! ground. Gear 1fa8 pUled up and'then &n&inel1' said ,,~r s
~n tire. I didn't [aatho at 'first because ,of low :tude. The engineer ,

then ea1cl e ou I e s p I'a1S ,in. tried to pull it up
but 'sedni .t wert go~ to hit I cloeed III fuel shut-oo!f ewitch., I, heJ"d the
ship olf the &rO)U1da. lon& .. ,polllible before we hit. I then cloeecl reo- '
main1n& tuel ehut-o!t _itch", battery and _attr nitch, andtried to itt
out lid. w:l.ntbw •. I 1IIl11 unable to sn'it open and seein& c~pUot ,iJIcl tcIIin~
10M dtcicl..d ,escap' hatch DIl-et be open. I cot out through the •• cap. ,hatch.
I .tOWldnavigator and tou.Uer lying in tront ot the plane. The' narliator

. s .. med to be In ,the ~.t ~ We~vered ,them both, up with ~ 'jacket. ,
and iive both IIW)rphint' _:_l'd to tind flUe PistOl-:i>i1t lIall unable'to do
10. W. waited abQut 30 mimlhs b~fore ambulance found. UI. Thel took
Navigator and To~elier to the' hospibl 1dth tW'l£1.neer1f1» had ~tl on hi.
tace. The rest of the C1'ft followed l:l.ter in anothtr ubulance •

. ~~
2/Iki Lt, AI;Pilot ------ .. ---,..,- ..

- ..--~---,..-. -..~....-,----......
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STAmmfT BY 21m LT. JC&f P. 1rlXLEY, OO-PlLOT, 0-8)1767, CCtfCEIlNDiGAlRCWT
ACCIDENT af 10 JANUARY1945. •

. ' .
"..,..

Alter .t&rtinc our IQc1nlll and ,inn, the uple U.. to .ars up, •• bepn
our llaul ch.ck ot eq1n.l. 'Dl' props, aagl, and turbol eIl,ca.c nozulll. ••
had w waU approrlut.l.1 t«1 ainutel b,tore tax1in&. ., follow.d .. .,.ral
aircraft out to lin-.up tor take-o!t. I rechecked the engin.1 inatNUDh betore
•• lin.1i up, th., ••re all noruland .... eel to be runnina "'ff aood.. AI ••
'lintel up I traU.1i the cowl napl, tumid on boost.r pu8p1 and. lock.1i the tail
.h.el. !be pilot. eaatcl OD tu.ll. throttle and IllDitold pr.IIUN CIM up to 46' HI
on all tour eqiD.. wit.h 2, SOO !.~,I. I don't rtIUmb,r wct 1'tId1n, of other in-
.truMllti but I checked th.. all tboroU&bl1 al ., etU'tH our t.alt-Ott aDd lmn
thl7 .IN all uorul and OK. II had IOU troubll kllP1n& on nmwq and the
pilot had to pull nUiber 3 , 4 ott lOIII to ke.p on tbe nulIq. A... lOt DIU'
thl tDd ot rwlIq h. ,aft .tUl poI.r &&&in and •• took ott in • crab. ...l..eIt
down [1&.. . t end ot l'\UJW • I lilted the ... 11 on tIIIlqd.
the pilot., 1iFal, lOOn attn •• Wire oIt the groun • out. th, .... t.iae the
tnpnllr Jlo. 1 wa. on tire. I lioked out and .." tire COllin, O\lt Ho. 1 eq1n1.
w•• tartld back down and hit· betON I could do &nTtbiA& and I doA't. !'tIIMb.r
atl1inatruent readinI. froa tiM No.1 caught !ir. until .1 hU. I oouldD't

.- ,et-lii"wulaoii ijpeii"aiilf-tolIOiicf 'ih"tngini.r outilC&pt hatCh in tuDliiI;----------------it--

n
•

RESTRlCTED ·
••
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FM HtJNId) FORTY smNTH BCr.&!BAPJmTI' Sl.PiJ}PJ.)N (Ii)
AlWY AIR FCRCIS .

Offic. ot the OpIrat1oo1 OfUce'

13 J&IIW')' 1945·

{l:;:!P~~
__ ._. ._._.. .._:_ .._-;: ._ ....__ ..__~---n~~L-~ ... -- ...- -_...

.' VP~' AU" wrP" .
1!adio OPerator •

, 1. 11. Radio ()pIi-.tor l didn't I" seA ot 1Ibat bappentcl. All
I kiln •• that the _Ill 1111" ott tb. J'\1JM1'Nat. tiiDa I 1&" ••
No.1 qiM on fire. I didn't call up b~ •• I knn that th'1 bad
... No.1on fi1"l. I tbouebt .... bac1l114. it. Nut thine I knn ,.t 1III't

on the D'OWld.

$JBJEal'a Aocident. report on 11rcratt 42-rl~3·

'1'0 l Group Optratic:cll.

" ..
•
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FIVE Hl.INIrul1 PORTY SEVENTH OC~A.llllISm\ ~~UAIP.ON (H)
AlUll AIR ~CES

Office 01 the <¥rationa Ofticer

13 Januarr 1945

~JECT' Accident report on llrcrat't 42--97'JJ,'j

ro I Group OperatioNl Officer;

1. I 11&8 ridilli just behind the ball tllI'ret at tak.-off tiM. i'lhlDwe
litre about b&u way do"n the runway I noticed #1 en&ine51 on fir.. I tilt
that ". were soin& to orath eo I brace<i myaelf for th. tall u lOOn 1I '"
came to a stop I wu first out of the ship, I ran around to the front ot
the ship and the en;illeer "as comine out ot the ahip. W. helped the to"tlier
1JI'1 trom the ship and Waited' for the illK>ulanee. .

._ ~- ~.--~.-_'--'_ - --~ - ...-.- _ ...~.~------ ._-
~~
S/S£t, AC---. - _.. ·-·-Iill"1Ufrtt,-OOmer-----·-·-·--- .-... ------

•

-r.

., .,

•
HE~THICTED\j ..

',','

.,' ': #atptJ:.p .f_. .:.:;.,.:l'-.-.
:'~'I ~':'~"" ' 'VI.' t .. 'v . tT.~ S.lh ....1 :;.,......al~::.~~.;,.:..:_,~...:~..:..~~1i:;rJ.~:.:"..¥~~~~ r
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rm HlItJmID FORTY SIM:lft'H lOlBARl)l!]};T ~AmO~ (H) ,
Ama AIR ~ES

attic. ,ot the Op... tion. Officer

SUBJIal': Acc1.deat rt~t 'On !1rcntt 42-972113.
'1'0 I GroIlp OpmtiOll,.,

l~ Set. I)&p'., I.G., ASl 38497039, fi1in& .u T&1l Qlnn'r on a j

OOIIb&t .1I1ion wa. in the radio rooe of the a.-17 for iake-ott. "
Th. ,._,th.r •• &4f .... uw1 the J'Wl'a1 "., .UpptZ'1111 .,

opiDioll. The plaD. .1 tald.ac ott willA I agticed t~t 18 •• 1ctiD& 'j
qu .. aM th.n b.tor. I !mew mat happened.. hit the eart1i and aliA
Will th. crowut. M.T ObHnlUOD .e l1a1hci e1nc. I su 111the radio ~
rooa, but in ., Opinioll tAt pUot aM oo-¢lgt cU.d• reurkabl. jolt of
1'l11DIIDd tiaplaJld coolDe .. 111crash-land'D, the ~ ••

-_~,------ -_---,-----f--x-~-:--..-----------
, ~~

set I Air ~rp"
faU GmDtr •

.~. ;

I i

I~..J(1- ~

•
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• " •• e- • ~..,,: I
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FIVE Hl1NDRlJ) FORTYezvEm'H BCDARWEm' ~UADRON (H)
. ARllY AIR FORCES •

O!tk' oe the OpIr~tioM OUicer

.. ".. RESTRICTED . ,

SUDJltTI Accident report on Aircraft 42-97263.

TO I Gro~p Operationa,
1•. I ., 11ttlzl, in thl nd10 room on t,ak...o~t. I felt the plan,

Wt and then the lfIt&1n'~.. 1,lIIted to alo'W' ck)1I1. Theatxt th1Di I knlll
the plan, ... on the eround and th. dirt and JIlOlI "er. tl,r1n& aroUlldill
ttl. roolll. It .e...ecllike all the equi}*ent .... flyiJ:lc around al.,.

~If~
L. F.YB~,
sst, Air Corp. J
Wain ()1mer.

--; .._------------_ ...__ .__ .__ .___:.- '_-'_'---
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SfAflDCf sr •• PBAlCIS smRS, 3383343S, OOKCERNINGAIRaW'T 100IDIIT CI
10 lAWAI! 1945 •.

~ th. todD' nmap all in.t~h r.'1'1 tunciioni.D.I no1'Mll1. it the
.tart ot th. tab·ott th.re Wire .tUl no indication. or ilptDcl1D& trouble iD IA7
or the tour 'aciD... I ltuttcl O&l.l.in& .tb. &1rapetc1 at t11tr, I contiDu.cl
eall..1n& t1llit bad reacbecl 00. blllldred and Unnt1 ti..... I hlU'G AOtbi.n&
dur1D, th' 1'Wl to 1I'OIl" aT auapie1onl. I c1id, bow.nr, DOtie. U1:4 .. Ita,.d
OD the croWld loa&tr tbu w. would noru.l.l7. I would M1 thl &11'1p1tc1... bitwMl1
on. hUDd.rtdIDClM,. to on. hUDdr3daDd twanty b.tor. 1ft len thl 1'IIIIfI1.
111. &1rapttd hid Nlcb~ ..~. hundred and trenty 11" thlD I &laDetcl at thl
RfII lUI' and ... ~ 1lfI( w.. dropping. I lioktcl out It at the lIlIiD.
aDd ... 1\ .a. 0Il.t1rt. ~I tlau. b&4 not II 7ft appeared "11 pl'CIIIiDtDt.
out the cowl t1&p. bllt th, rt4 ~ la. ,till YIl7 rtt1blt. I Ibout..d to
the pilot aDd oo-pUot. that. n_r 011.I" burnin&. I look.d apin at the
iD.truMlitt IDclllQUCtO Q\llbtr t-o RPMw" droppina. Howtar it. dropped I
do DOtmow. I th.n tried to turD th. un1told prelllU"l 11&&1'to t••
Whil. I .al attlllptin& to li!t th. latch, I Tilled to the pUot to pIlll mlllber
on. full ahllt-ott toW' .-itch. I ... b.1a reach the tow' .-itch &114the
Dut thin, I knew •• had eralbtcl. Ih&t pol1tion the throttl .... n 1Dwew, hit I do not know.

~......

.i~ ~..--~-..--..-.--.-.
1WCIS &IiBS~5,
Sat., IDciDttr.

"'-('\-R...1l:;0 I lCTED
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W STWON,l(). 106

Offioe of the Flying Cloiitrol Officer

14 January, 1945.

SUBJ~TI Aircraft .Aooident,

'lD I OOI.fiWIDma OFFIOER, AAF Station No. 106, JiQ 557, u.s. Army.

. 1. At approxilllatel.y £Shours January)O, 1945 airoraft #726~,
~-·pt1'Ot Lt. Wh1tellide "a.i taking off. Thi a lIal during the operational take
, -....DU.

. 2. APparently the pilot got off the left uide of the runwaY. Th'e
pilot managed to get tho airoratt into the air, but atarted deao.ehding .
rapidly. The pilot cruh landed the aircraft approxilllate1y One (1" .!liile

; north eaat of the a1rdro!!!G.~ - --' --- ---- --.--_.-- .-- ....''.----.. -- :--..-------- ..------~---- -
~. Oraah tender and ambulance wu aispatohed.

\

i
f
t
t

Pit~~~
lat Lt., 'A, O.
F. C. O.
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COlrlll.fliL
IUDQwwru

All IU!!f.I Il. 106
crts... .t tM ..... ~tSMr

__ I .u.oatM Ien!Ic .t 10 la.., 1~5.

" I 'I_"be 0ff1tIr, 1I4~InIt Iro.." UO5", I.I.i.
bdIIiDh ..,. o,eMSt. om.... ,

1. ftI tl1lm.a1 ..tW .~~. Irt ~. troll ,lit .. u.r .. Ut.
,..... of _ .• Uta It. 1a6i

TlIDItl'!f IlID
_.

• 10.10110 .tn__ .. l500 ,u
· .... lOGO ft. (.. t.)

--.-.-- - ---- P--'~- ·-- ..-----'/lO-;w&WiW1.---- -)5OiO->"I.------- _12 .--"""29~------
, ... l2Qo ft. <..t.) ,

- 'mil
0Il0 "'ttratot-...;500 ,a.

r- ... 1200 ft. (.. t.)

OG .... ot .... \allUi )500 ,.a. dU • 29.49
bu. ~ ft. ,(••t.)

0900 eAo Itratoe-.l,. ~)'d' ' ..1'. 29.51
".4sao.tt. (.It,)

lOCI) .. 1.. 11.111, 3500,., .. 16. 29.!1
- ~

1;.id,.i.....,,.~.,u. _
1roIp' ... om....
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TYPE OF PLANiE ACCIDENT NUMBER

4s- /~/~-51
CHARGED
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