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(1) Place _ AAF Station 106 (@) Date .30 November 13l &m...l?ﬁ_—l ........
Aucarr: (§) Type and moded . B=210. L2000 . (0 A B.No. . LB-385L2 (;) Bation ... AAF 1 .
Orgasaaton: @) o U h e 9N Bomb, () Zliith Bomb (R). .
D NNEL /' ] T 225 /
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Do ad iy | [umd smave | Rer | PRESE | g |s3Yecia| Mwmew | omor
(10) (11) (19) (13 (14) (18) (18) (1n (18) . (19)
P_|Gabel, Raymond Js........... B_10-807736 _[lat. L. .. ,MK’}; Ac..|. .Sth { NLT | Nid
“CP|Robilotta, Robert Fo... | P l0=55173k f2nd Lo | MY AC | _fth /| .
_N_{McCarthy, Robert Q... N_J0=19978L8 2nd Lt AC th s L)
B |leng,. Neal E. B_[0=722505. |2nd It 18 AC Bth s u
R.|Saow, Jimes Ka....... 1519567 [T/Sgt 38| AC 8th | .
E_|Airhart, L. Q.. . 181603ks... /8¢t | 38 AC 8th " .
BT |Spradlin, Clifford Q... | . |3L266598 |8/Sgt....|... 38 AC Gth |..® "
16| Kolinkk, Henry da..... ... ......|38559793 . 18/S¢t. |38 AC 8th . .
_FG|Dandel, Paul Faz ... 33575071 S/St . 38 AC 8th ® "
| PLOT CHARGED WITH ACCIDENT K ,
(a) .0abel, _ Raymond Ja @0=807736.., (. lat. Ly (9. 18 (24) _AC.__
(Last name) (First H-g (Middie Initial) mﬂmbﬂ (Raak) . (Persoonal clas) (Branet!
Asigned (25 . Bﬁ_l}‘.ﬂ. , (p) /:_n Euxth.J?MHJrg-- (38) .AAF 10(6 -31:;;
- gt e YL ‘ 2 o4
Muchsdfurﬁym;(!l); ‘ e mm? T s t) i /
Origioal rating (@}:’t a0 S.Qé\%_wpmnt rating 'ﬁ‘ilct iu;iQ.A:k\gblnfmmnt rating 47 16_June 194k .
Frasr Piyor Hooms: ( 2);
(ot the time of this accident) ; mtne e : :
(38) This type. W 393125 (42) Tnstrument time last 6 months........oooeooooe s _}ﬂ!!é
(29) This modeL_.......~2 BT~ 335389 (43) Tnstrument time last 30 dags. 100
(49) Last 50 daye s 232425 (1) Night time last 6 months 1:00
() Total_ 85195 (48) Night time last 30 dayn. 10300

) ' ' ABCRATT DRMAGE /¢~ /. (.f"tff ‘ /2/3:% i
DAMA ‘ 4 A _ (48) LIST OF DAMAGED PARTS /ﬂ"}“‘“’j

s
() Atreratt... |2 " Both inner wing panels_and naselless forwand
(#7) Engine(s)|... 3. 3| 0 0% 97! section and tatl section of fuselages. ...
(48) Propeller(s). | W4 | W4 | Wy| WY = L B )
(54) Weather at the time of sccident _ 2/10ths_cloud; 1,200) feet base; visibildty 2500 yards;

I'illd SW ? H'P o:'.lo i o
) SN oy
(§1) Was the pilot Bying on Instrumenta at the time of accident O :
(82) Cleared from m.mmzmﬁ\@ To __Comhat, .. (W) Kind of cloarance QpeTational [
Pilot's mission Operatonal | [ )’ ' i |
(85) Pilot's o Qperatd bk -
[

(88) Nature of accident . Landing accident

. W 7 =
- l U
(§7)" Causé of aceidest’ Carelesmass - co-pilod raised wheels on final approach when the aircraft

started to go around and forgot to put them down when pilot cha s mind
and decided to land, E}.;E“ﬂl .....
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BEEREYION OF ACCIDENT
(Briel narrative of secident. Tnchede dybesesd o mpsssibility sad resommendations for action to prevent repetition)
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DESCRPTION OF ACCIDENT ™

(Brief narralive of accident. Include statement of responsibility and recommendations for action to prevent repetition)

The Oroup was returning from an operational mission at night in Growp

formation, As the Group approachuf the field the Squadrons took interval

and the lead squadron peeled off for a landings The ceiling was about 1200
g2 feet with 2 to L/10ths clowd coverage and visibility was limited to 2500
yards due to hazes The squadron in which Lt, Cabel was flying peeled off for
a landing, Lt. Gabel was number three in the traffic pattern. His crew went
through their normal before-landing procedure and the aircraft was prepared
for a normal lamding with wheels and flaps down as they twrmed on the final
approachs The control tower told the number two ship in the traffic pattern
with landing lights on to go aromnd, Lt, Cabel had his landing lights, turned
on but he did not know whether he was number two or nunber three on the,final
approach, He believed that the first ship in the-trafiic pattern had landed
and that he was number two in the pattern so his co=pilot threw the landing.
gear switch in the up position and started to work the flaps up. At this

time Lt, Gabel saw that the airplane ahead of him was going.around so he
announced over the interphone that he was going ahead and land,. About this
time they hit prop wash of the airplane ahead of them and the co=-pilot helped
Lt, Gabel with the controls, They dived from approximately LOO feet to 250
feet, which put them in the clear again, and proceeded on their fimal approach
for the landing., Lt. Gabel forgot to have his crew check for wheels down and
the co-pilot forgot to put the wheels down. Major Booska, Squadron Commander,
was in the caravan and though he was watching Lt. Gabells airplane on the
approach he could not determine whether or not the wheels were down because he
was blinded by the landing lights, As thé airplane‘passed the carawan he'did
see that the wheels were not extsnded and he called over the radio for the
sirplane to go arounds Ii, Gabel heard the call byt by this time some part

of the airplane had already touched the runway; he heard the scraping noise
and decided it was too late to attempt to go around so he proceeded to crash
land the airplane with wheels up,

It is the opinion of this board that the accident was 100 per cent pilot

error with 60 per cent allocated to the pilot and LO per cent to the co-pilot,

. The accident was a result of carelessness on the part of the pilot and co=pilet

. when they failed to check to be sure that.their landing gear was down before

landing, It is believed that this carelessness displayed was not due to poor
procedure or indifference but was aggravated by the cirdumstances that swrounded
the accident, The crew had just completed flying nine hours of formaticn, most
of which was at an altitude ranging from 20,000 to 28,000 feet, on a deep pene-
tration into Germany. In addition it was also the first night retwn from an
operational mission for all crews participating on this mission and this, plus
low visibility, pilot fatigue, and the additional nervous stress caused by other
units flying in the area, were all contributing factors that would tend to grant
leniency towards this case. -

No recommendations for praventiwe ,a,g‘tim.

Records of this accident will be made on Army Air Force Form 5's and £6-1's
of the Pilots concerned,

The follewing personnel attended the board meeting ex Offiecios
Maj Haley and Lt Loter, Flying Control; Maj Hansen, S-4; Capt Palmer, Group
Engineering; Lt Horak, Weather; Maj Stroud, Surgeon,
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ALEZUDR €, STRICKIAD, Mejor, AC
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SLLTH BOKBARDIENT SQUADRON (H) ARMY AIR FORCES
Office of the Operations Officer

30 November 19Lk.

SUBJECT: Statement of Aircraft Accident.

0 : Comsanding Officer, 384th Bombardnent Growp (F), AAP, AAF
Station 106, APO 557

1. Following is statement of lst Lt, Raygond J, Cabel, this Squabon,
concerning accident of B-17G, A/C #L3-38542:

" Approached the field in position heading for rumeay 30,
made gliding turn short of the field to the right in order to approach run-
way 2L, Plew over 2l and circled ficld foir or five times, Traffic in

area was heavy."

" During the time we circled the field waiting for other
Squadrons to land, we went through "before landing check Autopilot
turned off, boost wape on and prop speed 230C RP¥ and supercharger ad-
vanced to take-off position, On the third approach to the field we ex-
pected to peel off but another squadron came in firdt ind our s~uadron
circled again. On the next approach we were told to "peel off* and im-
mediately after peel-off, wheels were extended and flaps used, Pattern

wag flown at 135 IAS."

" Upon turning on to approach we were close on to ship in
front, of us Cherub called for #2 on approach to go around. We pulled wp

gear and started to "milk-up” flaps. Ship front of us started around giving

ng full clearance to rumway. I immediately decided not to go around but
continue the plide to the rumway, Flaps had not moved up more than one=
quarter and we put them down again apparently forgetting to put wheels
down, Hit prop wash at approximately LOO feet and dove through rumning
air speed to 125 MPH, Slowed to 115 and reached end of rumway at 110,
when we leveled ship off for landing, At the time Cherub called ta go
around, ship scraped the ground. Actual contact with ground was at 90 WFH,
IAS. Upon receiving Cherub's message, ship was in dangerous attitude and
pilot could not tell whather inboard prop blades or ball turret had soraped
rumway. After complete contact with rumway, we wers able to control plane
to gome extent and tried to wwing right off concrets. Immediately after
plane came to stop, ball turret started burning and crew left ship throught
main entrance doer, Co-Pilot, Engineer and Navigator suffered minor cuts
and bruises."

For the Sguadven Semmamdar:
.
Koo

15t Lt., Alr Corps,
Pilot,
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244t BOMBARIAGNT SQUADRON (H) ARMY ATR FORCES
Office of the Operutions Officer

30 Nowember 1944

SUBTECT; Statemsnt of Adrcraft Accident,

™ : Commanding Officer, 384th Bombardment Group (H), AAFk A4F Station 106,
AP0 907,

1, Following is stat ment of 2cd Lt Robert F. Robilotta, this Squudron,
concerning accident of B-17G, A/C § 40=36042:

" gppproached field in Squadron formation, circled field four or five
times, allowing other formsticms to enter traffic for landing."

" While cireling field, I went through "befors landing check®. Setting
prop speed to 2300 RPM and supercharger advanced to take-off position. Wheels up

until peel off signal was given. Upon the fourth approach to the field we were given

the sighal to peel off, Immediately efter peel off wheels were extended und one
third flaps were used., Pattern was flown at 135 IAS."

* Turning on the final approach I called cherub and gave them our position
full flaps were down at the time, Cherub called for # 2 ship on the approach to go
around, Imwediately I pulled the wheels up and 'started to milk flaps ups The
ship in front of us started to pull up giving us full clearsnce to landius rumway,
Pilot deciding not to go around continued glide and called for rull flaps. Hit prop
wash at approxinately 400 feet, dove plsne to plck up air speed to 125 IAS. Slowed
to 115 IAS, raeﬁpd end of runway at 110 when we leveled ship off for lunding. In
the excitementghad neglected to lower wheels. At that time cherub culled to go
around. Upongreceiving call ship hud scrapped the ground. actusl contact with
the ground wag et 90 IAS, Plane was under control and pilot had tried to swirg off
the concrete. i Ball turret started to burn und crews left ship through main entrens

ce door, ilinor cuts and bruises were suffered by Co-Pilot, Havxttnr and Engineer." |

For the Squadron Communder:

\ , b HHL

OERT ¥, ROBILOTTA,
2nd Lt, Afr Corps,
GosPilots
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STATPMENT EY MAJCR FENRY K. STROUD CONCERMING ACCIDEXT OF NOVEMBER 30,

1944 INVOLVING AIRCRAFT Bel76G 43305421

1t is felt that the combination of night lending, pormal physical

and mental fatigue inoident tc & long mission and the exoiterent caused

by getting iuto prop wash all enter into the gemeral omission by three

menbers of the crews

AL, 7

EENRY %, STROUD,
Usjor, Medieal Corps,
Group Surgecne




SLLTH BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON (H) ARMY AIR FORCES
" Office of the Operations Officer ‘

30 Nevember 1L

SUBJECT: Statement of lccibntl

10 ¢ Commanding Officer, 38Lth Bombardment Group (H), MF, WX
Station 106, APO 557.

" 1, Following is a statement of 1/Sgt L, O. Airhart, Engineer on A/C
L3=385L2, piloted by st Lt. Raymond J. Cabel:

' "Our squadron approached the field in the dark and swung
over rummy 24, Due to the traffic jam we went around four or five times.
The entire crew was on the alert for other atrcraft which were coming in
close from all directions.”

£ "On the first time around we went through the "before landing"
check; autopilot off, boost pumps on, supercharger full om, 2300 RPM then
on the beel of fwe put down the landing gear and I checked them visually."

T " "Fe made the pattern at 135UPH and usedl/3flaps as needed. ON
the final approach Cherub said go around and'we pulled up wheels and stated
"miMng wp" flaps. No. 1 man on the apprach, we were #2, v at areund again
#0 we dedided to goin, The flaps wers put back down and I guess we forgot
the wheels. At LOO feet we hit "prop wash" which gave us some trouble, we
hit the runway at 110 MPH and landed at 90 MPH, After we hit I was knecked
up against the controls and radio compass and didn't motice much wntil I

4 realized the plane was on fire,"

"Everyone went out through the waist doors and were safe

lexcapt. for minor injuries.®
| A Akt

L. Q. ATRHART,
T/Sgt., Air Corps,.
Engineer.
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SulLTH BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON (H) ARMY AIR FORCES
Office ef the Operations Officer

30 November 154l.

' SUBJECT: Statement of Adroraft Accident,

T0  : Commanding Officer, 384th Bombardment Growp (H), AAF, AP
Station 106, APO 557,

~

1. Yollowing is the statemsnt of S/Sgt Henry J. Kolinek, Tail Grmner
on A/C 43-38542, piloted by ist Lt. Raymend J. Gabel,

" As we peeled off the pilot called and told ms to get back
in the tail with the aldis lasp, I immediatsly went back ts the tail with
the lamp. 4s I want back the tail wheel was down, I preceeded en te the
tail and started using the lamp, When the-plane hit the greund I started
for the waist and when the plane stepped I left.”

//M
« KOLINEK
5/3¢t., Air Corps,
Tail Gunner,
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HEADQUARTERS ReB~1
AAF STATION N0, 106
Office of the Flying Oontrol Officer

7 December 1944 -

SUBJEOT: Aircraft Accident, .

3

D+ COMANDING OFFICER, AAF Station Nos 106, AR 557e

1, At epproximately 1755 hours 30 November 1944, A/ No. 8542,
pilot Lts Gabel wgs glven permssion to peel off end land. It was
beginning to get dark and there waa g slight haze.

2o The alroreft was'no. 2 on fingl approach with lending lights
on, The no.-1 aireraft on the approach went arownd, aireraft 8542 came in
for a lending with wheels up. :

| 3. The aircraft skidded down the runwgy, coming to rest by the
north south runway intersection, ambulance and orash tender was dispatehsd,

s

"'. ..m.of:bf';@
« Wa LOTER

late Lte & 0w
F0

RES T SICTE

i’ i e et i i 3

ST

Sy R ol e % 1338 o A

P TN <Y

Vet










